Nov. / Dec. 2020

Beavercreek Preschool

Dear Preschool Families,
I hope you and your family are well. For
those of you dealing with illness, your
families are in our thoughts.
I would like to thank all of you for your
support, understanding, and caution as we
continue through this unprecedented time.
I hope everyone enjoys a safe, healthy and
happy holiday!
Most Sincerely,
Mrs. Kristine Montague

Upcoming Dates
Nov. 23-27 - Thanksgiving
Break
Dec. 2 - Character
Education - wear red for
Caring
Dec. 3 - Picture Retake Day
Dec. 21 - Jan. 1 - Winter Break

Classroom Spotlight

Mrs. Zimmerman and Mrs. Brown
This month the students in Mrs. Zimmerman and Mrs. Brown’s
class have been focusing on the fall season. On Nov. 3rd, the
students had their very own Kid's Voting Day at Beavercreek
Preschool. The children were able to participate in the election
process by voting on some of their favorite things. They visited a
voting booth where they were able to fill out their own ballot.
Then they placed it in a special ballot box, after which they
received a special sticker to show that they participated in this
preschool voting experience. Votes were later tallied and the
results discussed.
Circle Time provided opportunities for the development of
listening, speaking, and turn taking. Students used their fingers
for various finger plays and counting activities. They played a Fall
Take Away game that helped them to use their critical thinking
skills. To help with color recognition and counting skills, students
played a game using turkey feathers. Music was also an
important part of our Circle Time. They sang various
Thanksgiving and turkey songs, as well as danced the Turkey
Pokey and used their gross motor skills to do the Turkey Trot.
Finally, students learned a Native American song and dance
called Pow Wow.
Our learning centers this month provided many fine motor
opportunities. The students fringed an owl’s feathers and a
squirrel's tail. They made Native American necklaces by stringing
macaroni and learned about bartering and what it means to
“swap”. They laced canoes and peeled stickers to decorate their
canoes. In our sensory table the children practiced their fine
motor skills and picked corn off corn cobs. They painted with
mini pumpkins, corncobs, potatoes and peppers at the art
center.

Therapist Zone
That's a Great Question!
Being able to ask and answer questions is an important part of communication and social interaction.
The ability to respond to questions can help children provide information, make choices, and control
their world. Speech therapists learn that asking too many questions, or the wrong type of question can
actually bring some children’s desire to converse to a quick stop. If there are too many questions asked
in a conversation, they can increase the stress and pressure of interactions and limit enjoyment.
Frequent drill-like questions can feel more like a test than a connection or conversation (ex. What color
is this?) (ex. What shape is this?). As speech therapists we are encouraged to use a 3 to 1 ratio of
comments to questions in interactions.
It is helpful to remember that children are usually more excited about language that provides power or
a reward. As a result, choices tend to be the most motivating question form for children (ex. What
should we read at bedtime?) (Which park do you want to go to?) (Who should stir the cake batter next?).
When children struggle to answer questions, the following supports can help:
Make sure you have your child’s attention before asking questions.
Give your child time to process information before expecting an answer.
Provide visual or verbal choices (ex. Would you like this blue or this red cup?).
“Cloze” prompts - Give your child part of the answer then pause expectantly, so the child only has to
“fill in the blank” with 1-2 words to complete the response (ex. Adult: What did you do at school
today? Child: No response. Adult: At school today, you played with the…….).
Ask questions of others so the answer can be modeled for the child (ex. At dinner- Adult: Ashley,
when do you want to go for a walk? Before or after snack? Adult: John, when do you want to go for a
walk? Before or after snack?).
Think Alouds - This strategy is where parents pose questions aloud (ex. I wonder why Elsa is crying?,
I wonder what I can use to build a bridge?). This process helps children see how adult minds think,
process, and wonder about the world.
Speech and language therapists often focus on assessing a child’s ability to answer questions because
the ability to answer questions is built upon many linguistic skills including; attention, vocabulary,
mastery of concepts, understanding of material and meaning of the questions asked, as well as an
expressive ability to formulate a related and clear answer.
While there is always individual variability, studies of language development indicate we can expect
children to have the ability to respond to some questions in early preschool years ( ex. yes/no, who,
what which, where, why) and some in later preschool/ early elementary years. ( ex. how, what if, when)

There’s No QUESTION About It- Parents are Great Teachers!

Social Emotional
How Can I Get My
Kids to Listen?

Learning
Corner

Days when it feels like our kids won’t listen can be so long and frustrating . If only there was a magic
wand to make them listen better. While there is no magic wand, here are few tips to get kids to
listen and follow directions:
-Focus on what you want. We spend a lot of time focusing on what we don’t want. When we focus
on what we don’t want, you usually get more of that. When you focus on what we do want we get
more of that. Instead of “Don’t run in the house” try “Please walk when you’re in the house. You can
run when we go outside.”
-Be playful. Think about how much you don’t want to stop doing something fun. Kids have a hard
time transitioning because they are having fun. Give a five-minute warning before it’s time to move
on. Sing, joke, or make a game of clean up time. Use puppets or dolls to give directions. Talk in a
robot voice or silly voice.
-Say yes to yes. When kids are constantly told no they will think why bother to even ask. Instead of
“No, we don’t have time for the park.” Say “The park is a great idea, should we go tonight or
tomorrow?”
-Say thanks beforehand. Help children make the appropriate choice by getting ahead of them.
Instead of “Don’t put your clothes next the hamper, put them in it.” Say “Thank you for putting your
laundry in the hamper” before they have the chance to put it on the floor. This shows the child the
expectations and that you trust them to do the right thing.

Art Around Preschool

