BEAVERCREEK
PRESCHOOL
March/April 2021

Upcoming Dates:
April 2nd and 5th - No School
April 7th - Character Education Day
April 19th - Restaurant Fundraiser
April 23rd - Family Literacy Event
AND Scholastic Book Fair
April 29th - Dance-A-Thon
May 14th - Kindergarten
Elementary Tours
May 20th - Last day of school for
Preschool Students

St. Patrick's Day
Fun at Preschool
We had a leprechaun visit the
preschool on March 17th! While
students were practicing a tornado
drill, a little leprechaun left green
footprints all over the classrooms.
As you may know leprechauns can
cause trouble and make little
messes, so Mrs. Zimmerman's class
started an investigation and a
leprechaun hunt to find all the
things that were amiss!

Classroom Spotlight
Ms. Ortiz and Mrs. Powell

The month of March was full of celebration for the class of Ms. Ortiz and Mrs. Powell. It began with
the birthday of Theodore Geisel, pen name - Dr. Seuss. We read books by Dr. Seuss and his favorite
authors from the Beginner Books book club which he started in 1957. Guest readers, such as
Superintendent Paul Otten and our own Special Education Supervisor Ms. Riggs, shared their favorite
stories with us through Google. Books included The Cat in the Hat, Put Me In The Zoo, and Wacky
Wednesday. Dr. Seuss spent lots of time as a child at the Forest Park Zoo in Springfield, Massachusetts
where his father worked and his books reflect this, although many of his animals are "silly". In class,
we wrote animal stories and created our own zoo of "spotted" animals. For "Wacky" Wednesday, we
painted with things like basters and spatulas instead of paint brushes. Mrs. Boone also joined in the
fun with her "wacky" obstacle course. Dr. Seuss also loved rhymes in his books and we played several
rhyming games. The children especially enjoyed making rhymes with their names.
Then came St. Patrick's Day and we got to learn about Ireland. We looked at maps and compared our
country to the small island of Ireland. Class discussions revolved about similarities and differences.
This included national flags, our homes/schools/interests, and foods we enjoy. We learned that
shamrocks can be other colors besides green (red/purple) and that there are about 500 castles in
Ireland and only a few in Ohio. Dancing an Irish jig was fun and we enjoyed a treat of crisps, biscuits,
and tea. And of course, we did have to deal with a naughty, little leprechaun. He disrupted our room
for a couple of days, but he did leave us a treat on March 17. The children never got to see him, but
we told them "There's always next year to set a trap!!!!"

Therapist Zone
Speech and Language
Try this Activity
Describing: Being able to adequately describe an object
permeates into many different educational areas
including literacy, conversation and writing. Try these
activities at your child’s level:
describe the characters in a story; how do they look?
For children with higher level skills, how do they act,
feel or behave?
describe objects in your environment by function, “I’m
thinking of something that keeps food cold and is in
the kitchen…”
pick one object and describe it in many different ways,
“a frog is green, lives in the pond, hops around, eats
flies & says ribbit.

Focus on...Expression

Expressive language is what we orally verbalize. Language
expression can be described by the content of what we say
rather than how we say it (i.e. articulation). Expressive skills are
often lagging behind comprehension skills in language
development. Here are some ways to support and foster oral
language growth.
Answering wh- questions is an extremely important
expressive language skill. Question words include, who, what,
where, when, why and how. In order to answer a wh- question
adequately, children first have to know what is being asked. If
you’re child is having trouble in this area focus on one
question word at a time and explain to them the meaning (e.g.
“who questions are for people). This is perfect for book
reading.
Retelling a narrative can be a challenging skill. It requires
memory, clear expression and organization skills. Try reading
a favorite book, then going back and having your child
describe the pages in order. What happened first, next, then
and last?
Increasing sentence length is an important step to building
expressive language. Modeling sentences just above your
child’s level is a good place to start. When you’re child says,
“blue car,” try modeling, “that’s right, it’s a BIG blue car.”

Book Nook

Pete the Cat: I Love My White Shoes
by James Dean & Eric Litwin

Strategy of the Month: Self Cues
A self cue is the highest form of prompt on the prompt
hierarchy. This is when a child is able to remind him or
herself of what is expected in certain situations. Here’s a
few ways to promote self-cuing.
This story can be sung as a song and is bound to
become one of your child’s favorites. Pete goes
through his day stepping in lots of different things
to turn his shoes many different colors. But he
never cries, oh no! This story also teaches the
concept of flexibility and rolling along no matter
what happens.

Visuals or checklists—work great for morning or bedtime routine.
This can list all the steps to be completed before bedtime can
occur. Physically checking off items is also a good way to motivate
your child.

Visual reminders—work well as cues for expected
behaviors. For example,
A picture of a child sitting quietly helps trigger the same
action in your child.

Social Emotional Learning Corner
The Importance of Play: Things Every Parent Should Know
The following information has been adapted from NAEYC - Articles for Families

Children learn through their play. Don’t underestimate the value of play. Children learn and develop:
cognitive skills – like math and problem solving in a pretend grocery store
physical abilities – like balancing blocks and running on the playground
new vocabulary – like the words they need to play with toy dinosaurs
social skills – like playing together in a pretend car wash
literacy skills – like creating a menu for a pretend restaurant
Play is healthy. Play helps children grow strong and healthy and also counteracts obesity issues facing many
children today. Play also helps reduce stress by helping your child grow emotionally. It is joyful and provides
an outlet for anxiety and stress. As parents, you are the biggest supporters of your children’s learning. You
can make sure they have as much time to play as possible during the day to promote cognitive, language,
physical, social, and emotional development. Play and learning go hand-in-hand. They are not separate
activities, but are intertwined. Think about them as a science lecture with a lab. Play is the child’s lab. As the
parent, you need to trust your own playful instincts. Remember as a child how play just came naturally? Give
your children time for play and see all that they are capable of when given the opportunity. Play is a child’s
context for learning. Children practice and reinforce their learning in multiple areas during play. It gives them
a place and a time for learning that cannot be achieved through completing a worksheet. For example, in
playing restaurant, children write and draw menus, set prices, take orders, and make out checks. Play
provides rich learning opportunities and leads to children’s success and self-esteem.
Here are some ideas of ways to play at home:
Physical play - Have your child run, jump, climb trees, take turns passing a ball, chase bubbles, play follow the leader,
build a fort.
Dramatic/Imaginative play - Children act out what they see, play school, pretend to cook, drive a pretend car on a trip,
be a superhero, act like an animal and have your child guess which one you are.
Communicative play - Play “Telephone”, tell jokes, laugh and sing, share your favorite part of the day.
Social play - Play games. Games teach strategy, taking turns, and team work. Work on a puzzle together, make a
scavenger hunt together.
Sensory play - Make mud pies, use Play-Doh, make slime, roll in the grass, smell flowers, let your child pick out new foods
to try.
Read - Have your child predict what will happen next, ask your child how the character feels and/or how your child would
feel in that story, let your child pick out books from the library.
Emotional play - Talk with your child about how they are feeling. Emphasize it’s ok to feel sad, angry, frustrated. Tell your
child about a time you felt that way and how you dealt with it. Make faces and have your child guess what you are feeling
based on your expression.

Right to Read Week

This month students celebrated Right to
Read Week with fun activities and guest
readers. Here are some great ways to inspire
reading in children:
Keep books everywhere you spend time. Put
them in the car, in every room of the house
and tuck them in backpacks and purses. Make
them easily accessible.
Visit the library often. Knowing how to use the
library and learning the benefits of a library
fosters a love of reading as well as a genuine
respect for the services libraries provide.
Get caught reading. Children imitate what they
see the adults around them do. Whether they
see you read a magazine, newspaper or novel,
let them know reading is the cool thing to do.
Read to your children. No matter their age,
reading aloud strengthens their vocabulary
and language skills. It also opens up
opportunity for discussion.
Have your children read to you, too. You never
know what you might learn!

PTO

Valentine Philanthropy Project - UPDATE
Our philanthropy chair, Chelsea Tewksbury,
sent an update that we were able to deliver
approximately 500 Valentines to three different
local hospitals!! We were able to make
deliveries to Soin Hospital in Beavercreek,
Wright Patterson Medical Center and Miami
Valley Hospital. We want to thank all the
families that were able to participate and the
teachers for also working on these in the
classroom. It is wonderful that we were able to
have such an impact on so many frontline
healthcare workers!

Restaurant
Fundraiser
April 19, 2021
from 4pm-8pm

Red Robin will give 20%
of our fundraiser back to
our preschool. Flyers are
coming home in
student's backpacks this
week.
This is a "Spirit Night (ToGo) Fundraiser" so all
purchases made will be
for pick-up orders only.

Book Fair

Dance-a-thon

April 23, 2021

April 29, 2021

We will be hosting a book fair
this month. It will be in
conjunction with our Family
Literacy Event - which will be
held the same day.

Students will be participating
in our Dance-a-thon again this
year. Last year we were able
to raise $8000 to purchase
the fence around the new
playground. This year, we will
be raising money to help
purchase shade on the
playground!

Look for more
information coming
home about the book
fair and the Family
Literacy Event.

Look for more
information coming
home over the next few
weeks!

Art around Preschool

