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PE 
by: Mrs. Bass

 
Winter is always hard for physical 
activity. I encourage you and your 
family to continue to be active with 
indoor games, going bowling, climbing 
at the Wall or raking leaves. Just 
keep moving!  
This week we are building hula hoop 
huts together in teams and of course 
overhand throwing to knock them 
down. Ask your kiddos about this and 
see if they can show you.  
We begin a basketball unit next 
week. If you have a basketball laying 
around please encourage your 
student to practice as dribbling and 
shooting are super fun but take lots 
of practice to master. . Speaking of 
basketball, the Fitness Club will be 
performing at the RJHS basketball 
halftime on Monday, Dec 11. They will 
also be performing on Tuesday, Dec 19 
at 8:05 am in the cafeteria. You are 
welcome to come and support the kids 
and all of their hard work.  
 

Reading Specialists 
By 

Mrs. Davis, Mrs. Housley, Mrs. Wyborny 
“Reading has to look right, sound right, and 

most of all make sense!” 
  

When Your Child comes to a Tricky Word… 
Get it started with the first sound, and think 
about what would make sense.” 
“Is there a smaller word/part you know in 
that word?’ 
If your child comes to a word like “way”, ask 
them if they know a word that looks like 
that.  If they can’t think of one, supply it… 
“play”.  “If you can read play, you can read 
way.”  
If you child tries a word one way and it 
doesn’t work, ask, “Could you try it another 
way?”  Example:  Child says “lick” for “like”, 
then changes it to “like”. 
“Now, go back (to the beginning of the 
sentence) and pull it all together so that it 
makes sense!”  
The best part about reading is that you 
enjoy the story or learn something new!. 
Always, always, always talk about what 
you just read!  Reading is all about 
comprehending, learning, and best of all 
enjoyment!  Reading and writing rocks! 
Happy Reading! 

 

 
Science 

by: Mrs. Motley  
 

National Computer Science week is         
December 4 - 10. This is the third               
year Center Valley will participate in           
the Hour of Code. Students will           
be learning about computer       
programming in their classroom by         
working through their Project Lead         
the Way unit of study. In the             
Science Lab, first and second         
graders have already been coding on           
the iPads through the app Scratch           
Jr. First through fourth grades will           
be spending the month of December           
coding robots in the lab. They will             
then have the opportunity to expand           
their skills in their Makerspace         
sessions. Learning about computer       
science helps nurture problem-       
solving skills, logic, and creativity. 
By starting early,     
students will   
have a foundation     
for success in any       
21st-century 
career path. It will       
be an exciting     
month in the     
Lab! 

Music 
by: Mrs. Hutchison 

 
“It’s beginning to look a lot like             
Christmas”! Yes, we have several         
things going on in music this           
time of year. On Dec. 14, the 3rd               
graders will present the       
musical, An All American       
Christmas at 8:05 a.m. for the           
school and then again at 6:30           
p.m. for the parents. Then, on           
the 19th of December, our 3rd           
and 4th grade choir will sing           
some holiday songs to the         
students and parents at 8:05         
a.m. Also, during the week of           
Dec. 18 - 21, the entire school will               
gather each morning and sing         
some Christmas carols to start         
the morning off on a “good           
note”. This is a holiday tradition           
at CVE and I can’t wait to             
experience it for the first time!           
All of these performances will         
take place in the CVE Cafeteria           
and we would love to have you             
come join us! 
 

Upcoming Events 
December 

4:    PTO 4:00 p.m. 
8:    Cougar Christmas 6-8:00 p.m. 
11: Fitness Club performs  @ RJHS 6pm  
14:  3rd Grade Musical 
15:  Spelling Bee 8:15 a.m. 
19:  Choir &  Fitness Club Perform 
21:  Christmas Parties @ 1:00 p.m. 
          1 Hour Early DIsmissal 
22:  Winter Break Begins 

January 
8:     Classes Resume 
11:   Report Cards Go Home 
12:  Awards Assemblies   (2nd:8:15-8:45,   
            3rd-4th:8:45-9:30, 1st: 9:30-10:00)   
         PTO Meeting @ 12 noon 
18:  Class Picture Day 
          STEAM Parent Night @ 5:30  
22:  Great Kindness Challenge   
          Donuts for Dads 
25:   Muffins for Moms 
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Art 
by: Mrs.  Cravens

 
Kindergarten and first grade will be 
continuing to learn about basic art 

principles and elements with a seasonal 
spin! Be on the lookout for some cute 
art that you can display in your home 
during the holidays! Second grade is 

wrapping up the semester by learning 
about a new artist, Keith Haring. This 
artist is a pop artist who is great at 
showing emotions and movement 

through his art. Third grade will explore 
how artists express emotions in art, 
and will begin learning some sewing 
basics.. Fourth grade just completed a 
huge Greek Architecture unit, in which 
they 3D printed a part of an historic 
structure inspired by the Greeks. Next 

up: Sewing!  
 

Communication Corner 
by Mrs.  Lewis, Speech Therapist 

What a perfect time of year to practice 
language. The month of December is 
bursting with wonderful, fun things to 
talk about together as a family. Did you 
know that singing is a powerful tool to 
improve language and communication 
together? Practice holiday carols 
together in the car as you’re driving to 
school! Singing songs together over and 
over helps your child use familiar words 
and improves their timing. Another 
great opportunity in December is all of 
the ways you can use descriptive words. 
Life is full of things you don’t see the 
rest of the year---the tree, the lights, 
the wrapped gifts. Talk about the 
smells of your holiday cooking and the 
delicious tastes of Christmas cookies 
and cider! You can also practice 
greetings and  
small talk as you visit with family 
members who come to town. Have a 
wonderful, fun holiday!  

 
 

 
Counselor’s Connection 

by: Mrs. Johnson 
School Counselor 

 
Character Word of the Month:  

Compassion 
I f someone shows kindness, caring, 
and a willingness to help others, 
they're showing compassion. This is 
a word for a very positive emotion 
that has to do with being thoughtful 
and decent..... When you feel 
compassion for someone, you really 
want to help out. 
When children become actively 
involved in acts of showing 
compassion to others, they learn 
about this value in a very deep and 
enduring way. Find age-appropriate 
ways to introduce your child to 
volunteering, such as visiting a 
nursing home and sharing a craft 
activity with a resident, serving a 
meal at a homeless shelter, helping 
to organize a canned food drive, 
collecting coats to donate to needy 
children, or even participating in a 
charity walk for a specific cause. 
These activities are meaningful and 
fun, which makes them especially 
effective in getting kids to 
consistently think compassionately 
about the needs of others. 
 

 
 

Lovin’ the Library 
by: Mrs. Kordsmeier 

 
 

December is the perfect month 
for our author study on the 
wonderful Jan Brett, especially 
since she has written and 
illustrated many Christmas 
books. Students are inspired by 
her stories and detailed 
illustrations. When we visit her 
website we learn about her 
worldwide adventures on which 
she goes to gather knowledge and 
information and to get ideas for 
her books., We will also be having 
our annual Christmas Book Walk 
this month in the library where 
every child will get to pick a free 
book. (provided by our awesome 
PTO). A book is a gift you can 
open again and again! 
 

Nurse’s News 
By. Melanie McCrotty RN 

The Holidays are here!! Which means times 
for parties and get togethers and our 
school’s classroom Christmas parties.  This 
year our school’s Christmas parties will be 
December 21 at 1 pm. While this is a fun time 
of year we also want to keep our children 
safe and healthy. We do have children in the 
building that have severe allergies to 
multiple foods.  The most common is 
Peanuts and Tree Nuts.  Tree Nuts include: 
almonds, walnuts, hazelnuts, pistachios, 
pecans and cashews.  While some children 
only have reactions when ingesting the food 
some can have a reaction by just being in 
the same room with the food.  We ask that if 
any food contains nuts of any kind (as most 
holiday foods do) please do not bring them 
to the Christmas Party.  We would like 
everyone to have a safe and fun holiday 
season!!  



 

 
 
 
 
 

 






