
Leola School District 44-2 
Unofficial Special Meeting Minutes 

January 03, 2013 

 

Chairman Nathan Hoffman called the special meeting of the Leola School District Board of 

Education to order on Thursday January 03, 2013 at 12:00 pm.  Roll call showed members 

Patrick Lapka, ReEtta Sieh, and Darci Wolff present.  Susan Berreth absent.   Others attending 

were Superintendent Julie Nikolas, HS Principal-Technology Coordinator Cynthia Rall and 

Business Manager Deb Weiszhaar. 

 A quorum was established. 

Motion 12-101 by Wolff/Sieh to adopt the agenda with the following addition:  Executive 

Session SDCL 1.25.2 (1) Personnel Discussion.  Motion carried. 

Discussion was held and three laws were read pertaining to Board resignation and appointment.  

The laws are as follows. 

13-8-24.   Resignation not effective until successor appointed and qualified. A 

resignation of a school board member shall necessitate a successor to be appointed 

to fill the vacancy, but such resignation shall not be effective until the successor is 

appointed and qualified as prescribed by law, and until such time the resigning 

member shall continue to serve in an official capacity as a school board member. 

Source: SL 1887, ch 47, § 110; CL 1887, § 1796; SL 1955, ch 41, ch 9, § 27; SDC 

Supp 1960, § 15.2327; SL 1975, ch 128, § 57.  

 

13-8-25. Appointments to fill vacancies on school board--Qualification and term of 

appointee. Any vacancy occurring on a school board shall be filled by appointment by 

the remaining school board members. 

     The appointee shall qualify as if elected at or before the next school board 

meeting, and serve until the next succeeding election at which time a successor shall 

be elected to serve the unexpired term. 

Source: SDC 1939, §§ 15.2315, 15.2515; SL 1951, ch 63, § 2; SL 1955, ch 41, ch 

9, § 25; SDC Supp 1960, § 15.2325; SL 1971, ch 104, § 3; SL 1977, ch 116, § 2.  

 

 



1-25-2.   Executive or closed meetings--Purposes--Authorization--Misdemeanor. 

Executive or closed meetings may be held for the sole purposes of: 

 

(1)      Discussing the qualifications, competence, performance, character or fitness 

of any public officer or employee or prospective public officer or employee. The term 

"employee" does not include any independent contractor; 

 

(2)      Discussing the expulsion, suspension, discipline, assignment of or the 

educational program of a student; 

 

(3)      Consulting with legal counsel or reviewing communications from legal counsel 

about proposed or pending litigation or contractual matters; 

 

(4)      Preparing for contract negotiations or negotiating with employees or 

employee representatives; 

 

(5)      Discussing marketing or pricing strategies by a board or commission of a 

business owned by the state or any of its political subdivisions, when public 

discussion may be harmful to the competitive position of the business. 

However, any official action concerning such matters shall be made at an open 

official meeting. An executive or closed meeting shall be held only upon a majority 

vote of the members of such body present and voting, and discussion during the 

closed meeting is restricted to the purpose specified in the closure motion. Nothing in 

§ 1-25-1 or this section may be construed to prevent an executive or closed meeting 

if the federal or state Constitution or the federal or state statutes require or permit 

it. A violation of this section is a Class 2 misdemeanor. 

Source: SL 1965, ch 269; SL 1980, ch 24, § 10; SL 1987, ch 22, § 1.  

Mike Klipfel arrived at 12:10 pm. 

Chairman Hoffman inquired if Mr. Klipfel was opposed to having his letter read aloud.  Mr. 

Klipfel said no the letter could be read. 

Motion 12-102 by Lapka/Wolff to read letters received.  ReEtta Sieh inquired if this was legal.  

The school attorney had been consulted, and it is legal to read the letters aloud.  Motion carried. 

Motion 12-103 by Sieh/Wolff to only read the four letters accepted by the deadline.  Ms. Sieh 

stated if a deadline is set that is the official cut off time, all other members agreed.  Motion 

carried. 

The following letters were received by the deadline in the Business Office of the Leola School 

District: 



  

 



 

  

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

Chairman Hoffman thanked all of the candidates for expressing interest in serving on the Leola 

Board of Education as an interim board member.      

Chairman Hoffman called for a secret ballot vote.   Vote tally was Richard Westphal two votes 

and Brian Hoffman two votes.  A tie was declared. 

Motion 12-104 by Sieh/Lapka to enter executive session per SDCL 1.25.2 (1) at 12:23 pm. 

Motion carried. 

Ms. Nikolas, Mrs. Rall and Mrs. Weiszhaar exited the board room at this time. 

Chairman Hoffman declared  a recess from executive session at 1:25 pm to move 

to a different location due to Spanish Class in the board room. 



  Chairman Hoffman re-entered executive session at 1:38 pm in Ms. Nikolas’ office.   

Ms. Nikolas, Mrs. Rall and Mrs. Weiszhaar exited Ms. Nikolas’ office at this time. 

Chairman Hoffman declared the board out of executive session at 1:47 pm with the following 

action. 

Motion 12-105 by Sieh/Wolff to appoint Brian Hoffman as interim board member.  Motion 

carried. 

The Leola School Board is hosting a few upcoming trainings and would like to invite 
interested parties to attend. The candidates that currently expressed interest in serving 
on the board and/or any other patrons interested in running for board positions in the 
future, as well as patrons simply wanting to learn more about the rules and regulations 
that apply to School Boards and individual board members are especially invited to 
attend. Attendees are welcome to attend, but may not actively participate, as it is still a 
board meeting.  The first training is called a GAVEL Training and is presented by the 
Associated School Boards of South Dakota. This training will be held for both the 
Frederick and the Leola School Boards on Wednesday, Jan. 9th, from about 4-7 p.m. The 
second upcoming training will be presented by the Leola School Board Attorney Rodney 
Freeman on Saturday, Jan. 19th, beginning at 9 a.m. 

Motion 12-106 by Wolff/Lapka to adjourn the meeting. Motion carried. 

 

___________________________   ____Deb Weiszhaar_________ 

Board Chairman                   Date    Business Manager                    Date 
 


