
AP Biology Summer Assignment 
Mrs. Griffin 

Easley High School/2021-2022 
 

Welcome to Advanced Placement Biology!  I am excited to see that you’ve made the commitment to study Biology at a high level and 
at an accelerated pace.  I’m looking forward to a great semester with you and hope that your experience in this course will be both 
challenging and rewarding.   
 
Please take a moment, as soon as possible, to join, and familiarize yourself with, the AP Biology Summer Assignment “group” on 
Schoology. Here you will find some resources that will be helpful in completing some portions of your summer assignment.          
Group code: 3B44-HJBD-7PH24 
 
AP Biology is a course designed to be the equivalent of a two-semester, introductory biology course taken during a college student’s 
freshman year.  This course will require dedication and self-motivation throughout the school year. The summer assignment that 
follows is crucial and must be completed on time.  None of this assignment will be accepted late.  This assignment will be your first 
major grade, and you are expected to complete this work independently and on time.  Please follow the directions carefully so that 
you will receive full credit for this assignment.  Failure to follow the directions below will result in a deduction of points from your 
final grade on this assignment, based on the point distribution on the rubric.   
 
Through the course, you will become familiar with major recurring ideas that persist throughout all topics and material. 
 

THE 4 BIG IDEAS OF AP BIOLOGY 

BIG IDEA 1:  The process of evolution drives the diversity and unity of life. 

BIG IDEA 2:  Biological systems utilize free energy and molecular building blocks to grow, to 
reproduce and to maintain dynamic homeostasis. 

BIG IDEA 3:  Living systems store, retrieve, transmit and respond to information essential to life 
processes.  

BIG IDEA 4:  Biological systems interact, and these systems and their interactions possess complex 
properties. 

 
 

Part One – Letter of Introduction  
 

This is due by midnight on Friday, July 30, 2021. 
We are going to spend a lot of time together next year, so I’d like to get a head start on learning a bit about you.  Also, we will use the 
Internet, Schoology, and email a lot in this class, so I wanted to get you used to communicating with me electronically. 
 
The first part of the summer assignment is to compose an email to me using the following rules: 

 Use full, clearly written sentences.  Do not abbreviate words or use “texting” lingo or Emojis.  This is a professional 
communication like you will have to use with a college professor, so practice using a format that will reflect your mature and 
professional persona. 

 Address it to the appropriate teacher:  ellengriffin@pickens.k12.sc.us 

 Make the subject:  AP Bio Introduction to <Insert your name> 

 Begin the email with a formal salutation such as Mrs. Griffin or Dear Mrs. Griffin 

 Now introduce yourself and tell me a little bit about yourself, including the following; 
1.  What do you like to do? (hobbies, sports, music, interests, etc) 
2.  Do you have a job?  If so, where do you work and how much do you work during the 

 school year? 
3.  Tell me a little bit about your family.  (Mom, Dad, siblings, pets)  What do your parents do 

 do for a living? 
4.  What did you like about Biology I? 
5.  Why are you taking AP Biology and what do you hope to get from the course? 
6.  What are you most anxious about as you begin this course? 
7.  What are your plans for post-high school?  (What colleges/universities are you   

 considering applying for and what do you think your major will be? 
8.  End the email with a formal closing such as “Sincerely”, “Yours Truly”, or “Cordially” and add your name as if you signed 

a letter using a cursive font. 

mailto:ellengriffin@pickens.k12.sc.us


Part Two – Reading Notes 

This part of the assignment is due on the first day of class, Tuesday, August 3, 2021, at the beginning of the period. 

This part of your summer assignment will require you to go to the school and check out your AP Biology textbook. The school will be 

open Monday-Thursday throughout the summer (closed July 5-9) from 9 am – 3 pm. You will need to enter through the front of the 

building and let the receptionist know why you are there. Someone should be available to meet you at the book room.  

Read chapters 1-3 in your AP Biology textbook: Biology in Focus, 2nd ed. 

Chapter 1:  Evolution and the Foundation of Biology 
Chapter 2:  The Chemical Context of Life 
Chapter 3.  Carbon and the Molecular Diversity of Life 
 

Take hand-written notes on each chapter. The notes should be your original work. You will choose to either complete the provided 

reading guide (located in Schoology group resources) for each chapter OR you may take your own notes in a format of your choice. 

EACH note set will be scored 0 to 5 based on completeness and thoroughness as shown in the rubric below.  Note that pages will not 

be accepted late nor will they be accepted typed.  Research has shown that hand written notes are more beneficial than typed. You 

will be taking hand written notes throughout the year on each chapter in your textbook and allowed to use those notes on your reading 

quizzes, but only if they are in your handwriting. The reading guides are very thorough but may not include prompts for all material 

that you could see on the reading quizzes; therefore, additional notes are encouraged. YOU WILL HAVE A READING QUIZ ON THE 

SECOND DAY OF SCHOOL.  

0 

No Credit 

2 

Below expectations 

3-4 

Complete 

5 

Exceeds expectations 

No notes OR copied 

from a peer 

Several criteria are 

missing from entry 

All criteria are met, but 

there’s room for 

improvement within 

criteria OR one 

criterion is missing 

from entry 

All criteria listed below 

are met or have been 

exceeded for each 

entry 

 

What does work that “exceeds expectation” have? 

 Each chapter’s notes are on a different page. 

 The chapter’s title is written as it appears in the textbook on the top line of the paper. 

 The notes are legibly written. 

 Highlighting or colors are used to emphasize key points, new vocabulary, and/or important concepts. 

 Examples are documented in some way when given in the text. 

 Pictures, charts, or graphs are used to display details provided in the text. 

Notes are to be ORIGINAL work and not to be copied from a peer – these serve as a log of what you have learned from the 

reading.  Copying them from a peer and not reading for yourself does you no good.  You will receive zero credit if you are found 

submitting work that is too closely aligned with a classmate’s work or online materials. THIS GOES FOR ALL ASSIGNMENTS FOR 

THE ENTIRE SEMESTER. 

If you have any questions about this assignment, contact me through my school email.  I’ll see you in August.  I’ll be in room 137, and 
I’m looking forward to sharing this adventure with you.  I LOVE Biology, and hope you do, too.  Enjoy your summer. 
 

Mrs. Griffin 

 



 


