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2021-2022 English III Honors  
Summer Reading Assignment 

 

Introduction: 

 The EHS English Department believes in the value of choice reading, which (among other 

things): 

● Promotes a love of reading by allowing students to engage with texts that align with 

their interests, tastes, and values.  

● Encourages students to interact with each other about their books in order to create rich 

literacy communities.  

● Combats the gap in achievement most students incur due to summer reading loss.  

● Gives students an incentive to read more which is the best known predictor of high 

reading success  

Therefore, the summer reading assignment has been designed to allow students to read and write 

about a novel of their choice.  

 

Assignment:  Select a novel to read for pleasure over the summer. You will select a memoir: a 

narrative story written from the perspective of the author that details an important part or parts or 

their life.  Then, write a letter to your teacher in which you introduce yourself and discuss the 

book you read for this assignment. See details and requirements below. Letter must be typed, 

using MLA format. It should be printed out and will be due on the first day of class.  Students 

will also give a book talk within the first week of school, which will be assessed separately. 

Please note that the English III Honors late work policy is -10 points for each day late.  

 

Book Requirements: 

● Must be a memoir; see list below for possible options (you do not have to choose from the 

list!).  There are memoirs written by athletes, business people/entrepreneurs, actors/actresses, 

artists, military veterans, those in the justice system, and “everyday people.” Memoirs range 

from humorous to heartbreaking, so do your research and find one that speaks to you!     

**Memoirs have a tendency to include deep and mature, often troubling, subjects and language.  

Be sure to research your memoir before making a selection to ensure that it is suitable for you.   

● Must be an American author (Note: English descent does not always equal American! Be sure 

to do your research) 

 No less than 200 pages in length  

● NOT a book you’ve read before - no recycling!  

 

mailto:lamandahowell@Pickens.k12.sc.us


If you have any questions, please contact Ms. Howell at lamandahowell@Pickens.k12.sc.us 

This book will be used in class; it will be best to obtain a personal copy that can be brought to 

class when needed. 

The list below is a list to get you started; you do not have to choose a memoir from this list as 

long as your selection meets all requirements listed above: 

Title Author 

Funny in Farsi Firoozah Dumas 

Shoe Dog Phil Knight 

The Color of Water James McBride 

All Over but the Shoutin Rick Bragg 

Hillbilly Elegy J.D. Vance 

Becoming  Michelle Obama 

The Glass Castle Jeannette Walls 

The Other Wes Moore Wes Moore 

Educated Tara Westover 

The Woman Warrior Maxine Hong Kingston 

One Bullet Away Nathaniel Fick  

The Misadventures of Awkward Black Girl Issa Rae 

  

 The following books are PROTECTED and may not be used for Summer Reading:  

o The Things They Carried  

o Just Mercy 

 

 

Letter Requirements: 

 1. Letter Format - typed  

○ Date  

○ Salutation (Dear…)  

○ Body of letter  

○ Closing (Sincerely, Best,…)  

2. Letter Content - 5 paragraphs  

○ Introduce yourself!  

i. Name (including nickname, if you have one), where you’re from, about your 

family, what you like doing in your spare time, where you work (if you work), what 

extra-curricula activities you’re involved in, etc.  

○ Introduce your book  

i. Identify the title and author of the novel you chose  

ii. Why did you choose this book?  
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iii. Detailed summary of novel. About 5-8 sentences. A good summary is accurate 

(no errors), balanced (covers beginning, middle, and end equally), unbiased (not colored 

by your opinions, just the facts), and original (not plagiarized or copied from back of 

book, no quotes). Prove you read!  

○ Evaluate your book  

i. Identify 3-4 things you liked/didn’t like about the character(s), plot, author’s 

writing style, organization, and/or narrative point of view (just to name a few) and 

explain why you liked/didn’t like each.  

ii. At least 3 quotes/passages with MLA citations (Author and page number) to 

support your evaluation  

○ Evaluate yourself as a reader  

i. In general, do you like reading? Why or why not?  

ii. When given the choice, what kinds of books do you prefer to read? How does 

the book you chose for this assignment align with your reading preferences?  

iii. What are your strengths and weaknesses as a reader?  

○ Conclusion 

 i. What are you MOST excited about regarding junior year/sophomore year of 

high school? What are you least excited or nervous about? ii. Is there anything else I 

should know about you?  

 

 

Summer Assignment Rubric Unless otherwise stated, students will be awarded points for 

following directions and putting forth effort within each requirement, as well as the overall 

quality of the writing itself.  

_____ / 10 points for Letter Format 

 _____ / 10 points for Introducing Yourself 

 _____ / 20 points for Introducing the Book  

_____ / 20 points for Evaluating the Book 

 _____ / 20 points for Evaluating Self as Reader  

_____ / 10 points for Conclusion  

_____ / 10 points for Quality of Writing (appropriate spelling, punctuation, capitalization, 

grammar, and usage)  

_____ / 100 points total to be recorded in the 1st Nine Weeks Marking Period  
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