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March 25, 2021 - 7:30 p.m. (20-21 School Year Update #121) 

Dear Families ofFrankfoti CUSD #168: 

Office of Special Education 
508 E. Main Street 

(618) 932-6079 

Tonight, we have two announcements as we prepare for the final stretch of this school year. After guidance 
changed from the Illinois Department of Public Health (IDPH) and the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) 
on March 9, we reviewed the information and feel that we can make some adjustments to get us closer to face to 
face, in person learning that gives us the best chance to offer a quality educational experience for our students. 

Our first announcement is NOT a change. From now until the end of the school year on June 3, we will 
continue our Hybrid/ In-Person schedule with student attendance each morning on Monday through Friday. We 
will continue to have Remote Time/ Office Hours after 1 p.m. each day. FCHS and CJHS will continue on their 
"block" schedule of classes. 

The second announcement!§. a change. Beginning on Monday, April 12 (the day we return from Spring 
Break), we plan to bring our current, open enrollment, remote learning plan to an end. 

With that said, there are three exceptions from the in-person learning plan: 
1. For students who are medically at-risk based upon the guidelines released by the Center for Disease 

Control (CDC) who are unable to attend school in-person at this time, a medical exemption will need to 
be verified by a physician, physician assistant, or nurse practitioner to remain in remote learning. 

2. Students who live in a household where someone is medically at-risk based upon those same CDC 
conditions may qualify for the same medical exemption to remain in remote learning (see CDC 
information in the postscript below). 

3. Students who are currently employed in jobs that have them working during regular school hours as 
verified by their current employer to remain in remote learning. 

Forms to verify these exemptions will be available for pick up at any of the school offices beginning 
tomorrow (Friday) morning. They must be returned as soon as possible. 

To recap, beginning on Monday, April 12, students who have not returned their exemption form signed by 
a physician, physician assistant, or nurse practitioner ( or their employer if job-based) are expected to be in 
attendance at school. For those students who may be under quarantine, they would still have a medical note 
from Bi-County Health to excuse. Otherwise, we will operate under our regular attendance procedures 
regarding unexcused and excused absences and getting work made up as we did before the pandemic. 

Some other points to remember: 
participation in extra-curricular activities (such as sports, musicals, clubs, dances, etc.) will be limited to 
those students who are attending in-person. 
Kindergarten, 6th Grade, Freshmen, and Senior students who have not returned a Health Physical nor 
completed the required immunizations for enrollment this year must have those completed and on file 
before you may return to school. This would not count as an exemption to remain with remote learning. 
returning students who may need to ride a bus to and from school each day will need to contact the 
Illinois Central School Bus Company garage to register. You may reach them at (618) 937-6280. 
Breakfast/ lunch will be served at school. Remote meal information will be posted closer to April 12. 
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We are committed to holding school in as safe and sanitary way as possible to continue the progress that we 
have made on the health front. We will continue to: 

screen for COVID symptoms upon entering the schools to begin each day; 
wear face coverings; 
sanitize surfaces as we change classes, visit restrooms, and finish the day; and 
social distance to the best of our ability based on the current guidelines. 

While we know that we have challenges to overcome, our students, families, faculty, and staff have been 
meeting all of the challenges we've faced over the last 12 months. We know that we have learning catch up for 
our students to do both in summer school opportunities ahead and next fall in the new school year. We feel we 
need to try to make this return to in-person learning work to help our students these last few weeks of the year. 

Finally, our COVID-related numbers for today included no students rep01iing positive COVID results with 
nine students under quarantine. We also had one staff member reporting positive results with four under 
quarantine. 

Until our next post, be safe. 

Sincerely, _ 

1/f;iit~ 
Matt Donkin 
Superintendent of Schools 

P.S. Underlying medical conditions indicated by the Center for Disease Control (CDC) for Students includes 
obesity, medical complexity, severe genetic disorders, severe neurologic disorders, inherited metabolic 
disorders, sickle cell disease, congenital (since bilih) hea1i disease, diabetes, chronic kidney disease, asthma and 
other chronic lung disease, and immunosuppression due to malignancy or immune-weakening medications. 

Conditions for adults living in the household at-risk include cancer, chronic kidney disease, COPD, down 
syndrome, heart conditions, such as heart failure, coronary artery disease, or cardiomyopathies, 
immunocompromised state from solid organ transplant, obesity or severe obesity, pregnancy, Sickle cell disease, 
smoking, Type 2 diabetes mellitus. 

Conditions that might be at-risk include asthma (moderate-to-severe), cerebrovascular disease, cystic fibrosis, 
hypeiiension or high blood pressure, neurologic conditions, liver disease, pulmonary fibrosis, thalassemia, or 
Type 1 diabetes mellitus. 




