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Accountable/Collaborative Talk
1. Make sure you have registered with:
https://www.maconpiattroe.org/ Click on Sign up for Professional
Development box.
Participants will be expected to read each slide, view each video, and
complete the tasks in this training.
2. The tasks will be in red. They need to be sent to Barbara Preston
prestonb@roe39.k12.il.us when you complete the training.
• You can copy the PPT slide and answer it in Word or make your own
ppt with task answers. No Google Docs or One Drives. I cannot get
into them without permission.–Due Date: July 31, 2021
3. Example on how to send answers to me is on the next slide.
Hopefully, this training will enhance the learning experience for your
students that are face to face or online.
Thank you for participating and let’s begin.
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Send your answers through email like this:
Send the completed training answers together
Name: Your name
Title of the Training: Accountable Talk
Task One_______________
Task Two_________________
Task Three _________________

Some participants answer on WORD and send that document.
Some participants make a ppt with their task answers on each
slide.
Google Docs and One Drive are difficult because I need
permission and that takes away time to get things reviewed
and sent as completed.
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PLEASE TAKE THIS TEST NOW AND AT THE END OF TRAINING

Pre/Post Test for Accountable Talk --The following statements related to the targets of this training session.
Please indicate your comfort level with the following:
4 = I am confident in my knowledge
3 = I am on the right track
2 = I am not sure I am doing it right or with the right amount of consistency
1 = I need more information in this area
Copy the pre and post tests and send to me.

Accountable Talk Statements
1. I understand why Accountable Talk should be used in class discussions.

2. I can identify key phrases to have students use when they are collaborating on a
concept or question.
3. I know what my classroom should sound like, feel like, and look like for successful
student led discussions.
4. I can locate resources to support my efforts in classroom collaboration using
accountable talk.
5. I understand the Professional Learning Standards, Common Core Standards, Social
and Emotional Standards can support my collaboration efforts inside my classroom.

Pre

Post

Just for
With a Timer, time how much teacher talk and
how much student talk there is in one class
period.
The best ratio is: Teacher talk 20%
Student talk 80%

Accountable Talk can support getting to 80%
Student Talk…..
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Why use accountable talk?
Accountable Discussions empowers students to draw up
arguments based on evidence.
Students learn how to respect the views of their peers while
strengthening their communication skills.

They get practice in being good conversationalists, participating
in conversations in a polite manner.

They might be using accountable talk right now. Let’s Hope….
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TASK ONE Be honest …..
1. Think of a time when you have felt
frustrated during a partner/group
discussion.
2. What causes you to feel left out or
disrespected?
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Code-Switching – we all have
different ways of communicating,
but in the classroom, we need to be
respectful and open to others’
differences through the way that
we speak and interact.
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8 Principles of Learning
Plus 1
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

Organizing for Effort
Clear Expectations
Fair and Credible Evaluations
Recognition of Accomplishment
Academic Rigor in a Thinking Curriculum
Socializing Intelligence
Self-Management of Learning
Learning as Apprenticeship
Accountable Talk…
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Some Discussion strategies and
routines•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Pairs
Small group
Full class
Think Pair Share
Mix Pair Share
Inside/Outside Circles
Turn and Talk
Fishbowl
Pinwheel Discussion
Jigsaw
Accountable Talk Discussions
Talk and Jot Down

Pinwheel Discussion
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Accountability for Accountable Talk

1.
2.
3.
4.

Standards of thinking and reasoning.
Accountable to the Learning Community
Accountable to Knowledge
Accountable to Rigorous Thinking (Resnick, 1999)
Accountable to Social Behaviors

Vocabulary note: Participants – anyone who is
involved in a conversation.

11

Discussion in a Classroom
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Talking vs. Accountable Talk
• Talking with others about ideas and work is

fundamental to learning.

 Not all talk sustains learning.
• In order for classroom talk to promote
learning, it must be accountable –
 to the learning community,
 to accurate and appropriate
knowledge,(evidence)
 to rigorous thinking.
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Another Look at Accountable Talk
We are usually here

We need to get to the bottom level
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Accountable Talk…
students respond to and further develop
what others in the group have said


accurate and relevant knowledge to the topic
under discussion




requires active/attentive listening



requires

the use of evidence
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In 1st grade-Students are looking for
evidence to support answers.
Craft and Structure:
• CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.1.4
Ask and answer questions to help determine or clarify the meaning of words and
phrases in a text.
• CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.1.5
Know and use various text features (e.g., headings, tables of contents, glossaries,
electronic menus, icons) to locate key facts or information in a text.
• CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.1.6
Distinguish between information provided by pictures or other illustrations and
information provided by the words in a text.
• Integration of Knowledge and Ideas:
• CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.1.7
Use the illustrations and details in a text to describe its key ideas.
• CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.1.8
Identify the reasons an author gives to support points in a text.
• CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.1.9
Identify basic similarities in and differences between two texts on the same topic
(e.g., in illustrations, descriptions, or procedures).
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Task TWO – Evidence
Using the last slide 1st gr. standards, write 2 task questions that
ask students to find evidence from 2 of the standards listed.
MY EXAMPLE:
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.1.5
Know and use various text features (e.g., headings, tables of contents, glossaries,
electronic menus, icons) to locate key facts or information in a text.
Using the standard above:
Generic Example of the type of task question I am looking for:
1. Your task is to discuss with your partner in your group what text features supported the
answer you came up with for question 3.
2. List those features on the index card provided.
3. Then as a group choose the best index card that proves the answer to number 3.
4. Place it on the EVIDENCE CHART for Question No. 3.

EVIDENCE IS THE PROOF OF AN ANSWER, BUT
EVIDENCE CAN BE FROM MANY SOURCES. Students
need to know that when they answer a task, that
there is evidence to prove their answer.
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In classrooms where high levels of student engagement and
Accountable Talk are prevalent:
• Students are able to explain the relationship between the discussion and the
stated learning objectives
• The teacher and students ask questions that require higher order thinking
(synthesis, analysis, evaluation, problem solving, application of learning)

• Students return to the text and other data sources to support their positions or
challenge the positions taken by others in the discussion
• All students take an active role in the discussion using agreed upon norms (that
means students can disagree as long as they do it within norms and have
evidence to prove their claims.)
• Anchor charts that outline norms for discussion and specific group discussion
strategies are displayed
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The teacher utilizes various discussion
strategies and routines
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

pairs, small group
full class
turn and talk
think-pair-share
fishbowl
inside/outside circle
jigsaw

Appropriate to the
lesson’s learning
objective and the
learning needs of the
students.
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Task Three -Watch and React?
As you watch these videos, take note of the
roles of the teacher and students during the
discussion.
1. Could you use these in your grade level?
2. How could accountable talk help this
discussion? Send your ideas to me.

Talk Moves-4.19 min. MS/HS
These students use stems. How
did the stems help the discussion?
https://www.youtub
e.com/watch?v=kSI4
imt0dXg

6.19 minutes –Video –Fish Bowl MS/HS
http://www.engageny.org/resource/aprotocol-for-citing-evidence-frominformational-text-from-expeditionarylearning

https://www.engageny.org/resource/grade-5-ela-theme-storyrl-51-rl-52-sl51
7 min. 5th grade
How could accountable talk stems help with these discussions on THEME?
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Gradual Release of Responsibility
 The teacher models these strategies and routines
with students. I DO
 Over time, s/he gradually releases the responsibility
of leading the discussion to the students. WE DO
 During the release of responsibility, the teacher
periodically acts as a participant or facilitator,
especially when marking key points made by those in
the group. TWO DO OR GROUP DO

 The teacher challenges the group by redirecting a
question back to a person, when recapping what was
said in a discussion, and when pressing for accuracy. YOU DO
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The role the teacher can play..
• Revoicing: “So let me see if I’ve got your thinking right.
You’re saying XXX?”
• Asking students to restate someone else’s reasoning: “Can
you repeat what ___ said in your own words?”
• Asking students to apply their own reasoning to that of a
peer: “Do you agree or disagree with ___ and why? Can
you find evidence to support your reasoning?”
• Prompting for further participation: “Would someone like
to add on to what has been said?”
• Asking students to explain their reasoning with evidence:
“Why do you think that?” or “How did you arrive at that
answer?” or “Where did you find evidence of that?”
• Challenge students: “Is this always true?” or “Can you
think of any examples that would not work?”
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Suggested Stems to Question Each Other in a Discussion
Anchor Chart for Classroom
I wonder why…
I have a question about…
I agree/disagree with…because…
That reminds me of…
I don’t understand…
I predict…
On page ____ it says______ so I think…
____ could you please clarify what you mean when you
said_____
• I would like to add to what ___ was saying
• I had a different opinion to what ___ was saying because I
thought _____
• I came to the conclusion ____ because
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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LET’S REVIEW
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TASK FOUR for K-3 teachers
Another Look at Collaboration 3 slides needed
Watch the Videos.

Answer these questions after viewing your

grade level video.
K-3 this slide, Gr.4-6 video on next slide 28, Gr. 7-HS slide 29

• What evidence of Accountable Talk do you see
in the video?
• How might the classroom conversation viewed
here help students become better readers or
thinkers?

K-3 (1st video) 6.30 min.
http://vimeo.com/55950928
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Task 4 Video 4-6 Teachers
• What evidence of Accountable Talk do
you see in the video?
• How might the classroom conversation
viewed here help students become better
readers or thinkers?
https://www.engageny.org/resource/teach
er-manages-instructional-groupsexample-8-0
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Task 4 Video 7-12 Teachers
• What evidence of Accountable Talk do
you see in the video?
• How might the classroom conversation
viewed here help students become
better readers or thinkers?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N99Mg5LfF
fM&t=13s 6 min video
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Recap the “Talk” Verbs
• Listen-Sitting quietly and listening while looking
at the speaker.
• Summarize-Restate the idea of a previous
speaker in a new way. Use their name. “Jake, I
heard you say……”
• Build- Add to the statement of the speaker”Paul, I would like to add to that……..”
• Validate-Make a point of validating and
important point someone made. “Lila, that was
a great point you made.”
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Recap Verbs Continued
• Verify-Check your understanding of what someone
said. “Neal, I didn’t understand that part
about__________. Can someone help me with that?”
• Support/Defend-Explain how you got the answer you
did by giving examples and evidence from more than
one resource. “Rida, on page___, the author
states________”
• Connect-Point out statements, articles, or knowledge
of previous content that connects to this discussion.
“Remember when we went on that field trip and
_______”
• Draw Conclusion/Predict -This is what might result
from the discussion. “Guys, I expect that this will
happen_______”
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Let’s try a lesson example:
Students, you will read one article.

You can read it with a partner, group, or
individually.
There will be accountable question stems for you to
use at your group table.
After reading the article: Answer this question:
DO YOU AGREE OR DISAGREE WITH THE AUTHOR?
You must cite evidence to support your answer.
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Task Five: Use what we have learned
Pretend you are in a group. Decide what
accountable talk stems you would ask students to
use to discuss whether they agree or disagree to a
question.
Go Back to some of the resources in the training to
answer this task.
1. I need the stems you might ask students to use
in their discussion.
2. Tell me why you would choose these for this
task. Then share with me.
****Slides 24-27 might help you write the stems.
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Let’s check our answers!
REMEMBER THE TWO PARTS OF ACCOUNTABLE
TALK
– A-Accountable Talks Sentence Starter
– E-Evidence (that Supports their answer)

You might ask students to make sure they are
using accountable talk (A) and Evidence (E) to
answer questions in a discussion or
collaboration.
Maybe even keep track with A and E on a sticky
note to hand in to you after a discussion is held.

Task Six: Imagine this situation:
These type of things happen in real classrooms. Accountable
talk and using evidence to support their answers can model
for students how to argue without using negative responses.

Imagine:
Your elbow partner tells you that they really
don’t like your shoes. However, you are positive
that they are the best shoes around.

Using accountable talk, describe how you would
politely disagree with them.

Summary Points of
Student Accountable Talk
Specific Examples of Student Accountable
Talk:
– “They’re sort of different in a few ways.”
– “I disagree.”
– “The problem is… .”
– “I want to compare ____to ______.”
– “I remember what you said.”

Summary Points of Student
Accountable Talk continued
Specific Examples of Student Accountable
Talk:
– “It’s sort of like my life.”
– “I have two things to say.”
– “I disagree with you a little bit.”
– “I’m sort of changing the subject.”
– “I disagree with what _____said a long time ago.”
– “When ____said, … .”

Summary Points of Student
Accountable Talk continued
Specific Examples of Student Accountable
Talk:
– “I agree with him because I was going to say that,
also.”
– “____is like_____ because he is trying to read and
__________is trying not to be afraid of the dark.”
– “There’s a problem doing something and a
problem getting something.”

Summary Points of Teacher
Moves and Practices
• “So you’re saying that… .”
- rephrases, summarizes.
• “That’s another important comparison.”
- naming.
• “Do you know what she means?”
- asking clarification.
• “I really like how you’re all listening to each
other.”

Summary Points of Teacher
Moves and Practices continued
• “I’m glad that you related it to your
own life.”
• “That’s very interesting. William’s father
reminds me of the father in __________.”
• “What do you want to say back to _____?”
• “Can we just stick with what ______ said for a
minute?”

Summary Points for Teachers
• Marking: Drawing attention to certain ideas by
paraphrasing what a student says.
• Turning back: Asking students to respond to
each other.
• Revoicing: Assisting students as they express
their ideas.

Summary Points continued
• Modeling: Thinking aloud about an issue that is
particularly difficult to understand.
• Recapping: Summarizing the main ideas.
• Pressing: Making students think more deeply
and take responsibility for figuring out ideas.

TASK Seven –
1. How can Accountable Talk promote
increased comprehension of the text?
2. Please give me 5 positive outcomes of
Accountable Talk that you learned in
this training. More if you want.

You might have answered Task 7 with….
These answers:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Organize thinking by putting it into words.
Clarify thinking.
Cite evidence for their thinking.
Hear multiple perspectives.
Test hypotheses.
Address misunderstandings.
Use rigorous reasoning.
Socializing intelligence.
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Accountable Talk
“Giving our students practice in talking with
others, we give them frames for thinking on
their own. If others repeatedly say to us, “So
what are you thinking about this?”, or, “What
in the text makes you say this”, or, Where is
your evidence?”, then we, as readers, begin to
ask these questions of ourselves.”
- Vygotsky

Accountable Talk –
Thank you for participating in this training.

Please send me the TASK answers and Pre/Post
Test when you have completed the training.
Baby Steps-Start out with a few accountable talk
stems and then add more as the year progresses.
I would love to hear from anyone of you that tries
these with your students.
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