
Writing and IAR Online 
Training-

Preston

2021



Self-paced Training –How it works……
1. Make sure you registered at maconpiattroe.org Click on the box 

that says Sign Up for Prof. Dev.  

2. Participants will go through the power point, viewing each slide.  

3. Tasks will be in RED and they need to be completed and sent to 
me.  Please send all answers of tasks when you have completed 
the training. 

4. Slides 4 and 5 give my information for sending task answers. 

5. Please contact me if you are having any trouble with the training.

prestonb@roe39.k12.il.us
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Online Training Information

In this training, you will learn about Writing, Reading and the affects it has on IAR 
Testing.  Please watch the videos embedded in the power point.  Please give 
yourself time to complete this training.    

You will be required to complete several TASKS that will always be in RED.  

The Tasks should be sent to my email: prestonb@roe39.k12.il.us when you finish 
the training. Send them at one time labeled by Training Title and Task Number.   
Please have them in before July 31st. 

Example of submission-next slide

Wait until you have all tasks completed and send them to me in a power point 
you make or just your answers in WORD.  No google docs please or ONE Drive 
because I do not have access to your school docs.   

Some hyperlinks may show up in your web browser.  Click on it if it is blinking. 
Also, if the hyperlink does not work inside the power point, please copy it into 
your browser so you can view all the hyperlinks.  Sometimes technology can be  
challenging.    3
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Example for submission to me by email:

Your Name and Email:  Barbara Preston

prestonb@roe39.k12.il.us

Please send them altogether when the training is completed.  Include 
pre/post test.    

Title of Training:  Writing and IAR 

Task One- answer

Task Two- answer --etc., 
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Please Take Test and Send to me with the Tasks at the End.
The following statements related to the targets of this training session.  
Please indicate your comfort level with the following: 
4 = I am confident in my knowledge 
3 = I am on the right track 
2 = I am not sure I am doing it right or with the right amount of consistency
1 = I need more information in this area 
Copy the pre and post tests and send to me with your completed task answers.  

Writing Statements Pre Post

I understand the writing standards and the IAR Test Writing Tasks and plan for this type of writing in my classroom. 

When I plan for writing, I can use a picture, editorial cartoon, poem, graph, video, audio, quote, excerpt of a reading, or 
other content on the same theme.  After discussing two or more of the content, I know how to set up a Research 
Simulation Task for students to write on.   

I can support students in writing by using the Gradual Release of Responsibility. 

I realize some students need more instruction and I provide time throughout the week to meet with them and reteach 
for mastery.  

I can locate resources that will help me with writing daily in my content area.   



Goals for this Training
1. Reading and Writing go together.  This training looks at both reading 

and writing.  

2. IAR test gives students text that has been published and read by 
many.  

3. IAR test asks students to take in information and then analyze it 
with different tasks.

4. In order to understand what the IAR questions ask, students need 
awareness of the academic vocabulary that confronts them.

5. Districts need  a plan on common vocabulary, annotations, writing 
organizers etc., in order to give students the tools they need to do 
well on any assessment. 

6. Resources that can be reached in a click.  



FYI-Colored words in the training

• If you see RED, BLUE, GREEN words, they refer to Color Writing 
Training.

• Red is the Main Topic, Blue is the Support, Green is the Details, and 
Red at the End is the Conclusion.  
• It is a training on how to teach students a framework with color they can use 

with writing. I used it with common core slides and some writing slides in 
this training.  I wanted you to see how you could actually color code text, 
common core, writing etc.,. It is just a way of introducing students to what is 
needed in the types of writing they are expected to do and that they can 
actually color code text for main idea, details, and ending conclusions.    

• If you would like the training, let me know.  



TASK ONE Read Dan Kurland’s take on Critical Reading. 
http://www.criticalreading.com/critical_reading.htm

1. Read carefully what Dan Kurland considers to be needed 
in order to critically read something.  You may have to 
refer to the resources at the bottom to get the gist of 
critical reading.  It is deeper than close reading.  

2. 2.  When you finish, share with me the most important 
parts your students need to know on the next slide.  You 
can type in it the slide if you close out the power point or 
you can make it on word to send back to me.

3.   How you will implement these into your reading and 
writing practice?  
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Noncritical Readers Critical Readers Implementation Ideas for you 
Classroom 



TASK TWO Inference a mental process by which we reach a 
conclusion based on specific evidence. Keith Pollete

• A text does not contain a meaning. Readers construct meaning by what they 
take the words to mean and how they process sentences to find meaning.

• What do students need to know in order to infer? List skills needed for 
inference and how you plan to implement inference skills into your 
reading and writing lessons.

• http://www.criticalreading.com/inference_reading.htm Resource for 
inference instruction is here.   This is an interesting article with lots of 
information we all need when we teach inference with reading or 
writing.  
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It’s Your Turn to Think …..

The IAR assessment test will be 100% aligned to the common core this year. 

Think about how the lessons you have made prepare students to become critical 
readers and  mimic the tasks that are on the IAR test.  

After all, when you go to take the driving test for a license, you get to see the 
types of questions and have a book to study before you take the test.

IAR test is the SUM of all you should know at that grade level.  

12



This slide shows how the State Test was put together and how districts can set up ELA 
curriculum to cover what is needed for Common Core and the IAR Test.

READING                             WRITING                           RESEARCH PROJECT 

The Modules are in quarters.  They list EXTENDED TEXTS AND SHORTER TEXTS in both 
Informational and Literature FOR READING. Under each heading gives curriculum choices to 
choose from.   Some schools use this idea to set up their quarters for the year in ELA.

WRITING  is set up with ROUTINE WRITING, ANALYSIS WRITING, AND NARRATIVES. Under 
each heading gives suggested strategies to implement. 

RESEARCH PROJECT IS INCLUDED IN IAR to see if students can critically read and write about 
the different text they encountered on the test.  

Under the three top columns are all the FOUNDATIONAL pieces students need to build upon 
in order to reach the columns and critically perform on the IAR test. The low level items 
need to be mastered before the columns can even be understood. 

This slide explains the next slide you will see. 
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In quarters

These need to be 
mastered

Genres

IAR Test will ask for 
evidence from
The content they 
encounter  

Research
is writing
about the 
content of
several pieces
of information 



The last slide realistically gives districts the 
common core guidance for ELA 
The FOUNDATION to any of the ELA curriculum is Reading.  

Writing can be used as an assessment to reading skills and foundational 
skills. 

Research Projects can show artifacts of how students are mastering 
analysis of several texts, videos, quotes, cartoons, audios, excerpts, 

pictures, captions, ……………………………….THIS IS THE END 
GOAL.  



The next few slides:

These show the  Writing ANCHOR STANDARDS in 
which all the other standards for each grade level are 
leading up to mastering these grade level by grade 
level..  

Please look at them, because this is what the IAR 
testing is looking at to complete their questions and 
tasks.  



10 College and Career Readiness Standards for 

Writing (K-12)
Text Types and Purposes

1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or 
texts using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 

2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and 
information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, 
and analysis of content. 

3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using 
effective technique, well-chosen details and well-structured event sequences. 
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10 College and Career Readiness Standards for 

Writing
Production and Distribution of Writing

4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development,  
organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, 
editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach

6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing 
and to interact and collaborate with others. 
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10 College and Career Readiness Standards for 

Writing (K-12)
Research to Build Knowledge 

7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects based on 
focused questions, demonstrating understanding of the subject under 
investigation. 

8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess the 
credibility and accuracy of each source, and integrate the information while 
avoiding plagiarism. 

9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support 
analysis, reflection, and research. 
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10 College and Career Readiness Standards for 

Writing (K-12)

Range of Writing

10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, 
reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a 
day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences.
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Balance of Writing Across the Grades

Distribution of Writing in the 2011 NAEP Writing Framework, Common Core State Standards for ENGLISH 
LANGUAGE ART S & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science, and Technical Subjects, pg. 5

Grade Opinion or
Argument

To Explain To Convey 
Experience

4 30% 35% 35%

8 35% 35% 30%

12 40% 40% 20%

21
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This is a diagram of what skills should be mastered and taught in each grade level.
You can see that some of these skills start at 3 and continue across to HS
and some are not mastered until HS.   This could be helpful in setting up what to teach and master 
in grade bands.



The last slide: (Working together to Mastery)

This slide of Language Progressive Skills will give teachers of grade 
bands-K-3, 4-6, 7-HS guidance on how they build skills up to mastery.  

Grade band discussion and collaboration is the way to make 
sure teachers are not being redundant each year and they 
are building on what the teacher before them prepared 
students for mastery.   

Review is needed, but students who have already mastered the skill, 
need to move on and authentically use that skill in different ways.  



Writing on the IAR Assessment

• Students will write on any of three responses as part of the 
Performance Based Assessment. 

•A literary analysis task (LAT)
•A narrative task (NT)
•A research simulation task (RST)
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1. Literary Analysis Task (LAT) plays an important role in assessing students' ability to 
read complex text closely. Research reveals that this is the most significant factor that 
differentiates between college-ready and non-college-ready readers. provides students 
an opportunity to show their understanding of literature.   It asks students to read two 

literary texts,  answer six multiple-choice questions about the texts, and write an 
extended response  that analyzes key ideas (development of theme, interaction of 
literary elements,  structure’s relationship to meaning, effects of point of view, etc.) in 
the texts. 

2. Research Simulation Task (RST) asks students to analyze information in several 

articles or multimedia. The first text is an anchor text to introduce the topic.  
Students answer a series of questions about the texts. Then they put the 
information together from the various sources to write an essay that demonstrates their 
analysis.  Students must show evidence from the text or multimedia source that 
supports their answer.  

3. Narrative Task (NT) asks students  to write a story, detail a scientific process, write a 
historical account of important figures, or to describe an account of events, scenes or 
objects, for example. 



PCR-Prose Constructed Response is the writing on IAR 
• Students will respond to the background knowledge they have built by reading 

the passages or watching the video or other content on the IAR test.  Then each 
question that IAR asks brings them back to the text so that they are building 
more knowledge to write on the PCR.  

• This response is called a PCR.  It will be scored by a computer and by humans using 
the rubrics found on the Common Core site.

Rubrics are here for all grade levels: 
• https://teacher.depaul.edu/Documents/PARCC-ProseConstructedResponses.pdf

Scroll to the end to find the rubrics.  Please put this hyperlink into your search 
engine.  It is not working well within the power point.  

• http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/ Look on the right hand side and 
scroll down to ELA Appendices.  These will give you A, B, and C.  Each one of these 
appendices relates to the common core.  A-Text Complexity and Reading 
Instruction,  B-Exemplar Texts to use with students, C- Written examples of all 
types of writing with annotated suggestions after each one. K-12 are 
represented. Annotations give teachers ideas for mini lessons before IAR testing. 

IAR and Writing-Ultimate Research Simulation 
Task  (RST) 

26
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Example of one grade level:  Prose 
Constructed Response Rubric Grade 3

27



Prose Constructed Responses Gr. 3 Rubrics 
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TASK THREE Academic Vocabulary and Phrases
TAKE NOTE OF THESE PLEASE …..

On each of the next slides (30-42) of IAR test examples, keep track of 
any words and phrases that students would need to know their 
meaning in order to understand what the question is asking them to 
do.  

1.  Jot them down as you go through the IAR Writing Task 
Instructions.  Keep a running list.   

Example:  illustrations, folktales, essay, character’s 
actions, evidence, support
2.  On slide 43 you will send your list of words.  Send them to me, 
please via email.  

29



3rd Grade LAT Example

Literary Analysis Task – provides students an opportunity to show their understanding of 
literature.   It asks students to read two literary texts,  answer six multiple-choice 
questions about the texts, and write an extended response  that analyzes key ideas 
(development of theme, interaction of literary elements,  structure’s relationship to 
meaning, effects of point of view, etc.) in the texts. 

30



3rd Grade NT Example 

Narrative Task (NT) may ask students to write a story, detail a scientific process, 
write a historical account of important figures, or to describe an account of events, 
scenes or objects, for example. 
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5th Grade Narrative Task-This is not a task, I 
am using the color writing here.  
• You have read a passage from "The Growin' of Paul Bunyan." Think 

about how the story would be different if it were told from Johnny’s 
point of view.

• Write a narrative story retelling the story from the point of view of 
Johnny. Be sure to use supporting details from the passage.

• It will need a red conclusion.

32

Students can even use the colors when they get a question.  They can underline the main 
idea in RED Details of what they are to do in Blue and anything that adds to the directions 
are in green.  



Narrative Task 7th Grade 

• In the passage, the author developed a strong 
character named Miyax. Think about Miyax and the 
details the author used to create that character. The 
passage ends with Miyax waiting for the black wolf to 
look at her.
•Write an original story to continue where the passage 

ended. In your story, be sure to use what you have 
learned about the character Miyax as you tell what 
happens to her next. (story elements from the text) 
• The details about what happens in each story 

element (evidence from the text)  should be the 
Green
•The conclusion in red 
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3rd grade PCR-Literary Analysis

•Old Mother West Wind and the Sandwitch both 
try to teach important lessons to characters in the 
stories. 

•Write an essay that explains how Old Mother 
West Wind's and the Sandwitch's words and 
actions are important to the plots of the stories. 
Use what you learned about the characters to 
support your essay

34



How to begin….This is not a task, I am using the colors for writing 
Reframe the question:

In the readings Old Mother West Wind and Sandwitch try to teach important 
lessons to the characters.  

Write your answer in an essay form and use evidence from the characters to support 
your essay.  

Pick evidence from each story:  

What words and actions are important to the plots of the stories?

Use phrases like:  In the story Me First, the author…………to prove your evidence.  

End with what the characters learned and maybe what you have learned from this 
too 

https://www.uvm.edu/wid/writingcenter/tutortips/engssupport.html -Resource 

Old Mother West Wind Me First 
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4th Gr. Example of IAR
Literary Analysis Task 
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Students need examples of how to incorporate evidence from sources as they write.



Research Simulation Task (RST) 

The research simulation task is a nonfiction task only. 
Students will be asked to read an anchor text and 
read/view two other sources that connect to that 
text. These could be in a variety of modes if using the 
computer to take the assessment.  Students will have 
to answer questions about each text and then write to 
a prompt synthesizing the texts.  
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3rd Grade RST Example 

Research Simulation Task (RST) asks students to analyze information in several articles 
or multimedia.  The first text is an anchor text to introduce the topic.  Students answer
a series of questions about the texts. Then they put the information together 
from the various sources to write an essay that demonstrates their analysis.
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8th Gr. Research Simulation Task 
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Synthesis Writing 
• Use your writing to show that you have understood all the readings.  

Synthesize the readings, to bring them together, in some interesting way 
around a central question.   When would you master this concept?

• One key to successful synthesis papers is to bring your own voice and 
ideas into the paper sufficiently to actually direct the flow of the paper.
When do you teach voice and mandate it be in writing?

• If you find yourself just pasting together summaries of the readings in 
some kind of order, stop! You should find yourself, instead, identifying 
some interesting question that has grown out of your reading and 
answering it. 

• Your answer will usually become the thesis statement that directs the 
paper. You will use your reading, then, to develop your thesis--showing 
your reader what you mean by it and why you believe it is true.

41



TASK Three Completion.
What words did you jot down from the IAR Examples???   

1. Please send the words you collected from the IAR example Task 
Questions to me.

2. Do you use these words when you ask questions inside your 
classroom?

These academic vocabulary words could be the catalyst to 
showing other teachers in your district the words students 
need to know before testing. This could start the 
conversation of aligning academic vocabulary K-6th grade so 
7-12 could hone the skills of answering IAR like questions
that will be more complex.  

42



IAR Practice Tests To Use in Staff Meetings or with 
Students.   

43

https://il.mypearsonsupport.com/practice-
tests/english/
https://il.testnav.com/client/index.html#login?usernam
e=LGN030752075&password=BQ7FZWK2 6th gr  
https://il.testnav.com/client/index.html#login?usernam
e=LGN517546582&password=86PXFDVD 4th gr.
https://il.testnav.com/client/index.html#login?usernam
e=LGN103081055&password=5XW6W8CG 8th gr

https://il.mypearsonsupport.com/practice-tests/english/
https://il.testnav.com/client/index.html#login?username=LGN030752075&password=BQ7FZWK2
https://il.testnav.com/client/index.html#login?username=LGN517546582&password=86PXFDVD
https://il.testnav.com/client/index.html#login?username=LGN103081055&password=5XW6W8CG


TASK FOUR-Think about these 2 questions….
1. Is your current curriculum set up with mastery goals for writing?
For example: K masters a discussion with teacher writing-Opinion and 2 details from 
evidence to support those 2 details using some beginning transitions.  
1st.  masters Opinion and 2nd. details with a closing. 
2nd masters all of K-1 and adds better openings and closings to the arguments.  Adds 
more evidence with “The author said,” “The video showed” etc., and beginning 
transitions.   
3rd. begins to read two articles or watch a video and an article- Masters all of K-2 and 
adds more paragraphs to their writing , transitions, and evidence from an article, 
quote, video, audio, poem, etc.,  
4 th. begins to use debates with the argument vocabulary –claims, evidence, rebuttals, 
etc., masters all of K-3.  Starting to go away from opinions into facts, quotes, graphs 
etc., to prove their claims.  This is in groups or partners at the beginning of the year and 
moves into writing 2nd quarter. 

http://www.illinoisliteracyinaction.org/ Choose your grade level.  Click on it. 

44
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TASK FOUR Continued

2. Are you modeling for the students, writing 
with the students, and creating tasks like they 
will see on IAR tests? 

https://achievethecore.org/ site has everything 
you would need for modeling and examples of 
exemplar text and writings.  Check it out. Click on 
Classroom Resources   

https://achievethecore.org/


Most Important Lesson For You
Gradual Release Model

I DO -Model and then write with the class

DO -We all write together to practice 

TWO DO -Partners write and practice more

YOU DO -Then they get to try it themselves. 
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If you forget one of these four strategies, students will not move forward.  
It takes all four DO’S to gradually release new concepts and ideas.  



Why Use Video?  
Research estimates that 90% of 

information transmitted to the brain is 

visual, and they’re processed 60,000 

times faster in the brain than text

Save hours of repetitive teaching, invest your 
time in other productive activities 
Boost in-class engagement by allowing 
students to learn at their own pace
Engage students in problem-solving and fun 
activities
Mitigate cheating and bring out creativity 
from each student
Give personal feedback of students work 
through videos

Record your lectures 

Create Mini-Lectures By Narrating 
Over The Screen
Challenge them to share what 
they’ve learned creatively through 
video presentations they’ve shot 
and done video editing themselves. 

https://www.hippovideo.io/blog/7-
ways-videos-classroom-teach-
effectively/ Lots more ideas here 
with videos on how to use these.  
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https://www.hippovideo.io/blog/7-ways-videos-classroom-teach-effectively/


• Building background knowledge on a topic.

• Enriching a text or text excerpt

• Deepening or solidifying students’ learning.

First be clear on your purpose—that will help you determine 
what to show and how to frame it for students.

• Provide a mission. )”As you watch……”

• Pause to ponder (and write).

• Turn on closed captioning. 



Using Videos  TASK FIVE 

• https://www.commonsense.org/education/teaching-
strategies/thinking-critically-about-video   
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1. View this video –Click on the website below.  It will come 
up “Video in Classroom” Click on it where it says that and 
it will take you another page called “Next Level” video for 
you to watch. Watch that video, please.

2.  Now click the back button at the top of the page and go to 
the original page on the website “Video in Classroom” and 
scroll down to Watch, Think, and Write Article.  Read it please.  
Go to next slide to answer a question.  

https://www.commonsense.org/education/teaching-strategies/thinking-critically-about-video


Task Five Continued

Please send the answers to my email.  

1. After watching the first video “Next Level Using Videos in the 
Classroom”, what are the ideas they suggested to make multiple 
video viewings engaging for students and involving them deeper 
into the content?

1. In the article “Watch Think and Write”, the author gave specific 
ideas on how to make using a video a learning experience.  Please 
tell me what ideas were given to teachers in this article.  

Before, During and After ideas.  
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Begin With The End in Mind with:
HS Common Core Narratives need:

Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using 
effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured sequences.

Engage and orient the reader by setting out a problem, situation, or 
observations, establishing one or multiple points of view, and introducing a 
narrator and or characters; create a smooth progression of experiences or 
event, and or characters.

Use a variety of techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, reflection, 
and multiple plot lines, to develop experiences, events, and or characters.  

Sequences need to build upon each other to create a coherent whole.

Use precise words & phrases, telling details, and sensory language to convey a 
vivid  picture of the experiences, events, setting, and or characters.  

Conclusions follow from and reflects on what is experienced, observed, or 
resolved over the course of the narrative. 
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If the end (HS) is what we want students to 
reach, then ………
We need to look at HS standards and start talking about what K-8 can do to 
make HS reading and writing better.  Example of one…..

1. Effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured sequences 
are in HS Narrative writing.  
What can K-8 do to begin with effective techniques at their levels and how do we 

set it up so that at each grade level students are mastering a skill in effective 
techniques, well chosen details, and well structured sequences?

2. This is where collaboration can start.  Finding effective techniques in 
text that can be shared, discussed, and mimicked at each level.  Then 
deciding how to use the Gradual Release technique with students so 
that the teacher models the technique, students do together as a 
group, then they practice with a partner, and then try it on their own 
needs to happen.    (GRADUAL RELEASE OF RESPONSIBILITY)



Establish a situation and introduce the narrator Characters/Setting- Use dialogue, description, 
pacing to develop experiences and events that 
unfold in sequence, naturally.

Plot- Same sequencing to the climax of the story Conclusion/Resolution/End
Might even leave the reader with what they should 
learn from this or what they should think about 
after reading it.  
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Narrative Writing  is to develop real or imagined experiences or Events description and clear event sequences.  These words 
in the 4-square are the words in the Annotations of Appendix C of the Common Core Standards.    

Narrative Writing can help with the IAR Narrative Task by students connecting what 
they know about this type of writing and how they can use it in their PCR responses.

You can make this into a six fold paper for older students.  Just by folding an inch at the top 
down and an inch at the bottom.  That leaves room for the thesis and the closing.  



Task Six Narrative Resources-
• https://www.google.com/search?q=narrative+writing&tbm=isch&tbo

=u&source=univ&sa=X&ei=BihzUoToMqSHygHCjYGIDg&sqi=2&ved=0
CDsQsAQ&biw=1280&bih=643 narrative examples for the classroom
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1.Look at both of these sites.  Pick three 
things at your grade level in each that you 
could use in your classroom this year.  Send 
them to me.  

https://www.ace.edu/blog/post/2018/11/06/an-exhaustive-list-of-free-reading-resources-for-teachers
Lots of sources here.  Scroll down to all the links you could use.  

https://www.google.com/search?q=narrative+writing&tbm=isch&tbo=u&source=univ&sa=X&ei=BihzUoToMqSHygHCjYGIDg&sqi=2&ved=0CDsQsAQ&biw=1280&bih=643
https://www.ace.edu/blog/post/2018/11/06/an-exhaustive-list-of-free-reading-resources-for-teachers


In the IAR assessment –Narrative Tasks ask for:

• In this task, students may be asked to write a story (or the next part 
of a story), detail a scientific process, write a historical account of 
important figures, or to describe an account of events, scenes or 
objects, for example.





Nonfiction Narratives –Please look at the hyperlink.  Lots of ideas.  
https://justaskpublications.com/just-ask-resource-center/e-newsletters/msca/narrative-non-
fiction-uncovering-truths/ Interesting ideas and graphics that are on these slides.  

• Letters

• Memos

• Meeting notes

• Design materials

• Photos with captions 

• Sections of a diary they would be 
willing to share

• A scrapbook or newspaper clippings

https://justaskpublications.com/just-ask-resource-center/e-newsletters/msca/narrative-non-fiction-uncovering-truths/


Examples that you could use with students.



Elementary Students and Narrative Writing

1. Write less fictional stories.  Use that for creative writing time (which 
is important)

2. Look at the CCSS definition of Narrative Writing.  Write a story (or 
the next part of a story), detail a scientific process, write a 
historical account of important figures, or to describe an account of 
events, scenes or objects, for example.

3. When reading text in any content, set up writing experiences that 
use the reading as background knowledge for the Writing Task, just 
like the IAR does.  



Example of Narrative IAR type question inside 
the elementary classroom
After reading about inventions inside your classroom, ask the students:

We have been reading about many different types of inventions this 
week.  Please write a narrative essay about the invention that you think 
made the most important contribution for people.  In your narrative 
essay describe how the inventor came up with the idea and finally got 
people to use it.  

Remember to look at your video notes and your idea organizers to help 
support your writing.  



We have been reading about decorating homes and the maintenance of home, ownership, and some township 
rules to abide by.  Pretend you just won this home in a contest and you are entering the home  for the first 
time.  What goes through your mind when you think about decorating and maintaining this home?   Tell the 
story as you walk up to it etc., 62

This may be a question you ask students to perform in class for Narrative Writing.  



Make this into an IAR Narrative Task (NT) We have been reading about decorating 
homes and the maintenance of home, ownership, and some township rules to 
abide by. Make up a story about you winning the home.   Take one room in the 
home to decorate.  Using the evidence from the readings in class,  describe how 
you would decorate this room according to what you learned from the ideas 
presented.   Please include evidence from two sources in your writing.  63

Now set the question up as an IAR question. 



HS Informative/Explanatory Common core 
asks….
• Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex 

ideas, concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the 
effective selection, organization, and analysis of content.  Conclude 
with a closing statement. 

• Topic:  organize complex ideas, concepts, and information to make 
important connections and distinctions; include formatting 
(headings) graphics (figures and tables), and multimedia when 
useful to aiding comprehension.
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BEGIN WITH THE END IN MIND 
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ANCHOR CHART STUDENT MADE FOR REFERRING BACK TO…
http://www.wbasd.k12.pa.us/Downloads/text_feature_chart_h
andout.pdf Text Features

FACT AND OPINION COULD BE ADDED TO 
THIS.

http://www.wbasd.k12.pa.us/Downloads/text_feature_chart_handout.pdf


Outline for an One-Paragraph Essay

Introduction:
• Thesis statement: ____________________

Body:
• First Supporting Idea (Topic Sentence): 

____________________
• ____________________
• ____________________

• Second Supporting Idea (Topic Sentence): 
____________________
• ____________________
• ____________________
• ____________________

• Third Supporting Idea (Topic Sentence): 
____________________
• ____________________
• ____________________
• ____________________

Conclusion
• Restate topic: ____________________
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TASK SEVEN Transitions are key to 
organization

Temporal words are used in CCSS.  They are transitions that are TIME 
words, BUT THEY ARE CALLED TEMPORAL WORDS ON THE TEST.  

1. When you do you teach different transitions, practice them, master 
them, and review them?

https://writing.wisc.edu/handbook/style/transitions/   List of words to use

2. How would you set up a grade by grade instruction for transition 
words?  
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https://writing.wisc.edu/handbook/style/transitions/


Transition Words 



Common Core Shift –Writing to Sources 

Routine Writing
• Notes

• Summaries

• Learning Logs

• Journal Entries

• Answering questions from a 
text

• Writing to learn tasks

• Showing evidence

• Open ended writing

• Informal writing projects

Long Term Writing Projects
• Research 

• Multimedia Products

• Formal compositions and multiple 
revisions

Three Key Considerations

1. Cite evidence and analyze 
content

2. Understand and apply grammar

3. Understand and apply 
vocabulary
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Writing Video Help

• http://www.time4writing.com/writing-paragraphs/topic-sentence/
1.41 min How to Write a Topic Sentence 

• http://www.time4writing.com/writing-paragraphs/supporting-
details/ 2 min.  Supporting Details 

• http://www.time4writing.com/writing-paragraphs/concluding-
sentence/ 2 min.  Conclusion of a Paragraph

• http://www.time4writing.com/writing-paragraphs/unity-coherence/
1.50 min Transition words to make your paragraph coherent

• http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3rFkTgU4itg 3 min Telling All the 
Details 
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Informative Writing IAR Task-

Our class has read 2 articles on smoking and its effects on health.  In the 
video, yesterday, it showed what smoking can do to your organs.

Using the information from these resources, write an informational essay 
on the effects of smoking on  the human body.   Use facts, quotes, and 
other information gathered from the video and articles we have read and 
viewed to support your answer.  

Once again, this synthesizes the research read in class and asks the student 
to prove their claim with facts from the resources they read and viewed.  

Take informative reading and turn into a IAR Task (RST)  Research Simulation Task.  
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Argument Writing 
Claim Evidence Warrant (Explanation)

The city does not have a good 
money manager.

There are 3 lawsuits against the city 
for not paying outsourced work.

If the city is being sued for 
nonpayment by 3 different 
companies for work done, then 
money management is not being 
handled correctly.
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Argument Writing Vocabulary must be introduced and practiced
and mastered by sixth grade.  How will you do this?  Where will you start?
What grade levels should be mastering Argument writing vocabulary? 



Most of the IAR RST Tasks will be Opinion or 
Argument Writings.   Things to think about….. 
• Making sure you include these 

types of Tasks at each grade 
level will ensure students will be 
ready for the Tasks on the IAR 
Test.  

• All grades must be aware of 
what is on the test, so students 
will not be blindsided taking the 
test.  

• Critical reading skills are 
necessary for students to master 
at each grade level.  

• Do you have mastery system set 
for your district for each grade 
level on close/critical reading?

• How can you incorporate one 
ASAP?  
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https://www.rcsdk12.org/cms/lib04/NY010
01156/Centricity/Domain/10241/argument
%20essay%20organizer.pdf This is a guide
Please put this into your search engine if 
you would like to view it.  It is not coming up 
in the power point.  

You will need a closing 

https://www.rcsdk12.org/cms/lib04/NY01001156/Centricity/Domain/10241/argument%20essay%20organizer.pdf


Elementary Opinion Writing Graphic Organizers



The next slides can show K-8 progression for Argument Writing.  

School Districts may want to start with grade K:
K-When reading books aloud, ask student opinions and then let them show you where the evidence is in the book.
Use the words opinion, evidence, and facts.

1-Read alouds again, have students use sticky notes on the book that reveal facts.  Then teacher ask for their opinion 
and students go back to the sticky notes and find the evidence.  Opinion Writing is used in common core, not persuasive.
Students can then begin to write a sentence about their opinion and where in the book it supported their opinion. 

2-Students should be mastering opinion, facts, evidence. After reading, at this grade level, students begin to write a 
paragraph with their opinion In the first sentence.  Then give three supports that prove their opinion.  Close with That is my
Opinion.  Move beyond that with different ideas of closings.  

3-Introduce the word claim for their opinion.  Master the paragraph with a claim, supportive evidence, and a closing.

4-Hold debates with the class after reading several texts about an issue.  Put students in a group and have them place a written
claim In front of them.  All students then look for supporting this claim with evidence.  Each student writes evidence on 
Index cards around the claim.  After that all student in that group must write an argument paper on chart paper together with
an acceptable ending.  Using articles, videos, audios, editorial cartoons will give them variety of evidence.

5-This year, students are honing the skill of a good claim, evidence, and now add a warrant and rebuttal into their vocabulary 
and practice writing these into an essay form. 



1st & 2nd Grade Opinion Graphic Organizer

Name the book or topic:

State Opinion:

Support Opinion:

Closing:

K-5 Opinion
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3rd Grade Opinion Graphic Organizer

Introduce topic and list reasons (for organizational structure):

State Opinion:

Support Opinion: (reasons)

Closing:

K-5 Opinion
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4th Grade Opinion Graphic Organizer
Introduce topic and group ideas to support opinion (create organizational structure):

State Opinion:

Support Opinion: (reasons with facts and details)

Closing:

K-5 Opinion

80

This is the year to hold debates using the vocabulary of an argument writing.  Claims, Evidence, Rebuttals 



5th Grade Opinion Graphic Organizer
Introduce topic and logically group ordered reasons (create organizational structure):

State Opinion:

Support Opinion: (logically ordered reasons with facts and details)

Closing:
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IAR Task:  We have been reading about decorating homes,  maintenance of home 
ownership, and rules/laws that some counties have in place.   Say this is your 
home.  You decorated it.  

Convince the township board that your home is acceptable for the community of 
Macon County.   Find evidence from your readings on county rules to back up 
your claim and include them in your writing.   

.This could become an IAR Task to practice synthesizing information to substantiate a claim.  
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TASK Eight Before Reading

What do you do before you start a reading lesson or reading group?

Tell me and send through email, please. 
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Ideas for Routine Writing.

Pick a book from you classroom or 
home.

Read the book. 

Write a commercial for your 
book.  Include anything that 
will help participants know 
about your book.  Yes, you 
will have to act it out.  

Make clues about your book 
and create a treasure map to 
find the clues around the room.
Participants will learn about 
your book by the clues they 
find.  

OR 
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You could do this activity with parts of text, chapter, article, poem, quote etc., 



Use the same book you chose for IAR IDEAS

Choose one…

1. Recast the Text

Take your book and rewrite it into 
a poem or a movie script.

2. Character Cards

Draw a stick figure for the character 
and add all the details to the figure 
that makes your character come to 
life.  Make them like props to add to 
your character as you share it with the 
group.  Send a picture.  

3. Episodic Notes

Identify distinct scenes in the 
text and then explain how the 
scene helps develop the theme, 
setting, or plot.  
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What you “See” in the Text Caption for it. 



Task Nine    During Reading

1. What annotations do you use in your classroom?  Do you have 
common ones across grade levels?  Why or Why not?

2. If you do not have annotations students can use, what do students 
do while reading?  

3. What would be some goals you would have your students write 
before they read?
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Annotations

Some districts have grade level
annotations that they add to
as students master beginning
annotations in K-3 and then 
add more symbols 4-8



Task Ten  Videos

• https://vimeo.com/145312922 Watch the video- Book discussion 
using the writing about what they read.  3.08 min.

Send these answers to me.  

• Make note of what you see.  

• What vocabulary words do you hear in the discussion?

• What group etiquette did you view?

• What were the notebooks they were using?

• Is this something you can do in your classroom?
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Talking Back to Books on Sticky Notes

I ask them to take the sticky notes out of their books when they are done and attach 

them to a “keep a note tracker like above" that is then added to their Reader's 

Notebook. This way I can see the thinking that is taking place on a regular basis and 

use it as a tool to guide my individual conversations and necessary instruction with 

specific students.
89
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WHILE I READ

What’s my pace?

What will be next in the 
reading?

Is this making me think of 
something else?

What questions do I have?

What is my attitude about 
this reading?

Am I reading carefully 
enough to take a quiz?

Let students become their own 
measuring stick when they read.

Have them use a bookmark
that asks questions and gives them 
annotations to help them get 
started on reflecting on their own 
abilities.  
Let them wean themselves as they 
grow and keep track of their own 
successful reading habits and 
writing habits. 



After Reading 

But is it really???????????????
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https://cdn2.hubspot.net/hubfs/95641/00_Redesign_2019/School_2019/03_Sch_Downloads/Sch_Download_PDFs/RDG_
DL_AnnotatingPracticeWorksheets_Kit.pdf another site for annotation ideas   Please look at this by copying the link into 
your search engine–it shows text and asks you to annotate small pieces of text  -It is not opening up in power point.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NmVAfoXhhPM video on 
annotations  3 min
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Summarizing Nonfiction Texts

1. Read a whole section looking for the main idea
2. Ignore all the little details
3. Reread 
4. Think about the whole picture

• Text Structure   
• Text Features
• Author’s Purpose for writing the text
• The audience it was written for  Then write the summary:
• Main Idea +  Supporting Details = Summary 
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Even small children can draw or find pictures to show a summary.  
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Sample Essay
Example of using Narrative writing inside an argument. 
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HS Argument Writing Common Core says:
• Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts,

using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.

• Introduce precise, knowledgeable claims, establish the significance of them, 
distinguish the claims from alternative or opposing claims, and create an 
organization that logically sequences claims, counterclaims, reasons, and evidence.

• Develop claims fairly and thoroughly, supplying the most relevant evidence for each 
and point out strengths and limitations of both that anticipates the audiences 
knowledge level, concerns, values, and possible biases.  

• Use words, phrases, and clauses as well as varied syntax to link the major sections, 
create cohesion, and clarify relationships between claim and reasons etc., 

• Establish and maintain formal style, objective tone while making correct convention 
choices. 

• Provide conclusion that follows from and supports the argument presented.

BEGIN WITH THE END IN MIND 96



An argument is a claim supported 
by evidence.

Arguments are used for many 
purposes—to change the reader’s 

point of view, to bring about 
some action on the reader’s part, 
or to ask the reader to accept the 

writer’s explanation or 
evaluation of a concept, issue or 

problem. 

An argument is a reasoned, 
logical way of demonstrating that 

the writer’s position, belief, or 
conclusion is valid. 

In English language arts, students 
make claims about the worth or 

meaning of a literary work or 
works. They defend their 

interpretations or judgments 
with evidence from the text(s) 

they are writing about. 

What is an 
Argument?
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Opinion vs. Argument  vs. Persuasion

Opinion

• The Common 
Core label given 
to argument 
writing in Grades 
K-5.  It is the 
stepping stone to 
argument.

Argument

• The Common 
Core label given 
in Grades 6-12.  
It refers to logical 
arguments which 
are convincing 
because of their 
merit and 
reasonableness, 
rather than 
emotion or the 
credentials of 
the  writer.

Persuasion

• Conveys an 
appeal to the 
reader’s self-
interest or 
emotions.
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Audience

How do writers’ assumptions about audience affect production of a text?
 1. How much to elaborate based on what they anticipate readers know
 2. How much to tailor the development of claims
 3. How much to care, since writers’ concerns are bigger when audience matters
 4. How to accommodate audiences if writers don't identify with them

“Considering the audience, therefore, is not simply a matter of selecting the 
information that readers need to understand the argument. Instead, writers must 
anticipate objections and questions and develop persuasive appeals, including 
building on common ground, refuting opposing claims, offering an acceptable 
reader-writer relationship, and presuming upon appropriate beliefs and values."

~Miller & Charney
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Persuasion vs. Argument

• Ethos (author credibility)

• Pathos (emotional 
appeals)

Persuasion

Opinion

• Logos (logical appeals)

• ReasonArgument
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Task Eleven -Argument Writing Resources--

• Look at  Kelly Gallagher’s section too. Articles of the Week. 

http://www.kellygallagher.org/article-of-the-week OR 

https://davestuartjr.com/resources/article-of-the-week-aow/

1. Kelly Gallagher and Dave Stuart use Article of the Week inside their classrooms. 
Look at his website included in the article.   Older students could use his Article 
of the Week to form opinions and find evidence to back those opinions up each 
week.

2. https://www.readworks.org/find-content#!q:/g:/t:/pt:/features:/ for younger 
students look at this site.  How could you use these for argument debate or 
writing?  
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• Another way to practice argument writing is by teaching students to 
be aware of, and to use effectively, common moves found in 
argument writing. Joseph Harris’s book Rewriting: How to Do Things 
With Texts outlines some common moves:

• Illustrating: Using examples, usually from other sources, to explain 
your point.

• Authorizing: Calling upon the credibility of a source to help 
support to your argument.

• Borrowing: Using the terminology of other writers to help add 
legitimacy to a point.

• Extending: Adding commentary to the conversation on the issue at 
hand.

• Countering: Addressing opposing arguments with valid solutions.

https://upcolorado.com/utah-state-university-press/item/2244-rewriting


Great start for Argument Writing

• http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D-YPPQztuOY  6 min Toulmin
Argument  Video For use with teachers and 8th -12th grade

• http://www.literacyta.com/common-core-standards/writing
Great site to use with staff  

• http://writefix.com/

• http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/owlprint/685/

• http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tAmgEa1B1vI 9 MINUTES  This is a full 
lecture on how to write an argument essay for teachers. 

• https://study.com/academy/lesson/how-to-write-a-great-argument.html
good one to show to students on how to write an argument 
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Scaffolding instruction

Day 1: Explore the genre. Read samples and analyze parts. Do fact/opinion work with 
essays.

Day 2: Read and analyze more letters to the editor. Rank them in order of effectiveness. 
Begin list of criteria for this writing. Begin to generate possible topics. 

Day 3: Read and analyze some argument essays. Consider claims, evidence, organization, 
tone (snarl words and purr words). How do these apply to letters to editor? 
Homework: What do you want to write to editor about? Write your claim, why you 
hold the opinion and why someone might disagree with you. 

Day 4: Choosing newspaper and identifying audience. Look at more letters in your target 
newspaper. What topics? What language? How long? How organized? What do these 
things tell about the anticipated audience? Note to leave class: Which newspaper? 
Describe audience. 

Day 4: Inquiry—time in library for finding evidence. Homework, too? 
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Scaffolding instruction
• Day 5: Fill in graphic organizer; evaluate quality of evidence. Take one piece of 

evidence and explain how it supports claim (teacher modeling). Turn in.

• Day 6: Logic and organization, transitions

• Day 7: Drafting, returning to models

• Day 8: Peer evaluation

• Day 9: Revision and further inquiry if necessary

• Day 10: Polishing; sentence combining and word choice

• Day 11: Due with addressed envelope

Evidence Type of evidence Level of importance to audience

105



Shifts in ELA / Literacy Common Core 

•Complexity: Practice regularly with complex text and its 
academic language.

•Evidence: Ground reading, writing, and speaking in evidence 
from text, both literary and informational.

•Knowledge: Build knowledge through content-rich nonfiction.



Things to Think About 
Where do we go from here?

• We start out slow.
• We find time to discuss among contents with ELA teachers what is needed so all 

subjects are including the shifts?
• We try to do one unit this next quarter that is completely aligned to the shifts.
• We talk about when things are introduced, practiced, mastered, and reviewed?
• We come up with a common vocabulary.
• We look at student work together and come up with rubrics we all use.
• We form common assessments that all  agree will help us see growth in students.
• We diagnose reading problems in students and start intervening quickly systematically 

and explicitly in all classes.
• We try to find some time to reflect, enjoy what we do, and learn from each other.
• We help students see where they are and where they need to be.  We help them and 

support them to get to the goal incrementally.
• We talk to students about what they use as strategies when they read and write and 

we don’t keep teaching them hundreds of other things.  They have skills that they use 
already.  

• When we get this done, we begin again with a new goal.  It never ends……it is 
ongoing……and it is good for students and for the whole society in general.
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Guidelines for Teaching Writing
Great Resource
• https://vimeo.com/89014992 8min.  Setting goals for Narrative 

Writing 

• https://vimeo.com/86013117 36 min one on how to get kids to 
revise 

• https://vimeo.com/85974883 12 min.  Lots of great strategies that 
engage students on revising
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Task Twelve -Let’s Try One
HERE IS YOUR IAR TASK:

• You will read one informational texts on the next page.  Scientific Happiness Hacks

• View this video below on Stress

https://kidsmatter2us.org/dr-sanjay-gupta-on-chronic-stress-in-america/ 6.19 

• You will answer an IAR like Research Simulation Task question.. 

The IAR TASK IS:  You have read an article on Scientific Happiness Hacks by Alison 
Mango on the next slide and viewed a video of Dr. Sanjay Gupta on Chronic Stress.  
Use both of these resources to answer this question:

• Can chronic stress harm humans and what can we do to 
prevent or stop chronic stress in our lives?  Remember to use 
evidence from each source in your answer.  Send your essay 
to me. 
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Continuation of TASK TWELVE   Article to read
Use this website-Sorry you have to scroll through. 

• http://www.kellygallagher.org/aow-archive Go to 2018-2019 articles 
and Scroll to the 24th article midway through the page. 

Use videos and article to write an argument essay on the question 
from the last slide.    Please send your essay to me.

This is the last task.  Please send the entire training to me.  Thank you 
for participating.  I will look forward to reading your answers.    

http://www.kellygallagher.org/aow-archive


Hopefully this training has given you….

• Understanding of how Reading and Writing must go together

• Understanding of the IAR questions and Writing Tasks. 

• Ideas for collaboration for common academic vocabulary, common graphic 
organizers, and common writing vocabulary.

• Approaches to collaborating in grade bands so that students are carefully 
mastering and building from grade level to grade level.  Redundancy creates 
boredom.  With no plan for instruction, practice and mastery, redundancy 
happens.

• Strategies for each type of writing.

• Chance to write an essay that 6-8th grade students could be asked on the IAR test 

• Feeling that it can be easier if teachers understand and have time to plan and 
collaborate across grade levels.   Time and Money hinder everything.  Try to ask 
for the time to collaborate. 

• REMEMBER TO SEND ALL THE TASKS INTO ME AND THE PRE/POST TEST. 

Thank you for participating and trusting me to get you information that is needed.  


