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From the Superintendent of Schools: 

Dear Families: 
 
Much is happening in the central office this month as well as in the schools.  As most of you are aware, 
the board has directed me to bring a budget proposal for a level-funded budget (which means 
reductions of nearly $800,000 to keep it level-funded) and to maintain all programs and services, if 
possible.  
 
With student achievement in mind, and looking at our class sizes and varied opportunities for students 
around the district, I presented a budget proposal that meets those goals to the Otter Valley Unified 
Union Board on November 15th.  The proposals call for a different way of thinking about education in the 
district, sharing students across towns and providing a small-school model and a large-school model of 
primary (Grades K-2 or 3) and intermediate (Grades 3 or 4 – 6) and developing a Pre-K school with a 
child care partner to meet the needs of families seeking full-day care while wanting Pre-Kindergarten. 
 
These are bold ideas, and the board now wants to hear what community members, parents, and 
taxpayers think about them.  The elementary proposals, combined with reductions at O.V.U.H.S. and 
R.N.E.S.U., will bring a budget at or below level-funded and keep taxes down.  To keep everything status 
quo is likely a 12 cent tax increase before C.L.A.  (Common Level of Appraisal) next year. 
 
Please weigh in on these ideas and the cost of education taxes in our district.  O.V.U. will take comments 
. . . through “Let’s Talk” a button on the websites of each school and at www.rnesu.org.  In addition, the 
O.V.U.U. Board will meet on December 20th at 6:00 p.m. at O.V.U.H.S. library and on January 17th (please 
watch for location).  Final budget decisions must be made by the board at their January 17th meeting in 
order to send a budget to voters for Town Meeting Day.  
 
Speaking of websites, all of our schools and R.N.E.S.U. have new websites!  Our former site was not 
accessible to people with disabilities and needed to be upgraded.  All school sites now have a similar 
format to the R.N.E.S.U. site yet retains distinct personalities.  All sites are now accessible to people with 
vision impairments, as well.  Please be patient, however.  As we transition to the new sites, we will need 
to make changes and may lose things.  Using “Let’s Talk” to let us know what you think and what you 
cannot find would be very helpful to us! 

http://www.rnesu.org/


 
I wish for everyone a safe winter break! 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Jeanne Collins  
Superintendent of Rutland Northeast Supervisory Union 
 
 
The Co-Principals’ Corner   

Greetings!  
 
I hope this finds you and all the members of your family enjoying a safe and happy holiday season. 
What a gift it is to work with you and your family!  Our school vacation will run from Thursday, 
December 21st through Monday, January 1st, so our last day of school before the holidays is Wednesday, 
December 20th, and then we will all be back together again on Tuesday, January 2nd.  Mrs. Diane Randall 
is preparing another special edition newsletter to be distributed on Monday, December 18th. 
 
This is a reminder that free food is available in front of the school each Monday (by the front door if the 
weather is bad), and now we’re adding books, as well, to promote reading as a fun and educational 
activity for students.  Please help yourself to any food or books which your family can use. 
 
  
 
P.T.O. Update 
 
The P.T.O. is a good forum in which to ask questions and voice concerns.  Your input is valued and 
appreciated as we work together to educate the children of Leicester.   The next meeting of the P.T.O. 
takes place on Thursday, January 4th at 5:30 p.m. at the school.  Please join us! 
 
 
 
Student Banking Returns to L.C.S. 
 
We are pleased to report that student banking has returned to L.C.S.!  In cooperation with the Brandon 
branch of the National Bank of Middlebury (and especially Ms. Catherine Wall of that office), our school 
“bank” will be open every Tuesday morning from 7:30 to 8:00 a.m. for students to make deposits to 
their very own accounts.  (Students can set up their accounts any Tuesday during banking time.  We sent 
home information about this several weeks ago, but please let us know if you would like additional 
banking information.)  We are enthusiastic to support this effort to help students  gain knowledge about 
saving money, how banks operate, and other important information to develop financial literacy.  
 
 
 
 



 
Book Fair Wrap-Up 
 
We are pleased to report that sales totaled $665.58 during our recent Book Fair.  The school will receive 
a share of those funds to help purchase books for our classroom and school libraries. 
 
 
Kids/VT Magazine 
 
Kids/VT is a magazine published monthly by Seven Days.  It is distributed free in northern and central 
Vermont.  It is an excellent resource for families.  Copies of this magazine can be found on the 
information table outside my office.  Please help yourself to a copy. 
 
 
Thank You Notes 
 
. . .  to a very generous grandparent for a donation to our school for families in need during the holidays. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
School Calendar 
 
Friday, December 8th:  “Hat Day” 
Monday, December 11th  (a.m.):  Pre-K/K Fieldtrip to Wilcox Tree Farm 
Tuesday, December 12th  (7:30-8:00 a.m.):  Student Bank Open 
Friday, December 15th  (9:00 a.m.-1:30 p.m.):  Holiday Sale for Students 
Tuesday, December 19th  (7:30-8:00 a.nm.):  Student Bank Open 
Wednesday, December 20th:  Last Day of School Before Vacation  
Thursday, December 21st – Monday, January 1st:  Holiday Recess 
Friday, January 12th:  Progress Reports Sent Home with Students 
Wednesday, February 7th  (6:30 p.m.):  Winter Concert 
Monday, February 19 – Friday, February 23rd:  Winter Recess 
Friday, March 9th:  End of 2nd Trimester 
Thursday, March 15th  (3:00 – 7:00 p.m.):  Student Conferences  
Friday, March 16th:  Teacher Inservice  (no school) 
Tuesday, March 20th  (3:00 – 7:00 p.m.):  Student Conferences 
Monday, April 16th – Friday, April 20th:  Spring Recess 
Friday, April 27th: Progress Reports Sent Home with Students 
Monday, May 28th:  Memorial Day Holiday 
Tuesday, June 12th:  Last School Day for the 2017-18 Academic Year 
 
 
 
 
 



  
 
  
 

 

 


