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The Governing Board recognizes the importance of taking precautions to protect students and 
employees during adverse air quality conditions and declared air pollution episodes.  While air 
pollution affects everyone negatively to some degree, certain individuals are more susceptible to 
deleterious health effects.  Young children whose respiratory systems are still developing, those 
who suffer from existing heart or respiratory diseases, and healthy individuals or athletes who 
exercise vigorously are particularly at risk. 
 
The San Joaquin Valley Unified Air Pollution District has adopted rules and regulations which 
require public notification (including schools) when air pollution concentrations reach levels 
which could endanger public health.  If pollutant concentrations reach established levels, an 
official determination will be made by the San Joaquin Valley Unified Air Pollution District to 
declare an Air Pollution Episode at one of the following stages: 
 

Health Advisory Episode 
Stage 1 Episode "Alert" 
Stage 2 Episode "Warning" 
Stage 3 Episode "Emergency" 

 
Upon notification that an air pollution episode is declared, District Office staff will immediately 
notify school site administrators who will be responsible for notifying all students and staff 
members present.  Administrators shall prepare to modify programs and activities if students or 
employees are required to engage in prolonged strenuous physical activities.  In determining 
whether an activity should be conducted during such an episode, supervising personnel shall 
consider each proposed activity to determine its potential for increased respiration rates.  The 
intensity and duration (more than one hour) of a proposed activity may be the deciding factor as 
to whether it shall be retained or excluded from the program that day. 
 
Site administrators shall have the authority to consider additional factors in decisions affecting 
the exposure of students and employees to adverse air quality conditions including precipitation, 
smoke, wind, airborne dust, and nearby defoliation or aerial spraying of crops. 
 
When air pollution episodes are declared or when significant environmental conditions exist, 
individuals with documented heart or respiratory conditions shall be allowed to remain indoors 
and curtail physical activity. 
 
Legal Reference:  
 Rule 6010-6150 of the San Joaquin Valley Unified Air Pollution District 
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