
 

Tobin went on to say (click the quote above for the full article) 
“As I was thinking about how I had learned to do the various 
jobs I had over the course of my career, I realized that I had built 
an extensive network of people who had helped me learn. These 
included managers and colleagues and people I had met while 
doing research for my books, speaking at conferences, 
attending workshops, etc.  I realized that what I had learned 
from my PLN was greater and more important than what I had 
learned from my formal education.” 

 

 
 

Although it is not really certain who coined the term PLN originally, in the infancy of the internet in the late 90s, the 
term started appearing.  Daniel R. Tobin was asked how he came up with the term Personal Learning Network, 
specifically, if he coined the term in relation to a particular industry or field.  He shared this: 

“It came from my own experience.” 

 

 

Find your people!   

Many teachers active online make 

the comment that they’ve learned 

a great deal from their PLN  

https://teacherchallenge.edublogs.org/pln-define/

