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  English teacher Alicia Yrle’s 

Honors Students have published a 

book of poetry. Journalist Gracie 

Keathley recently interviewed her 

about it. 

Bulldog Spirit: What prompted 

you to publish the book?”  

Ms. Yrle: The students of St.  

Joseph High School are always my 

motivation. I wanted to provide 

them with the opportunity to  

become published authors. The SJS 

Endowment Office provided the 

funds for me to have this oppor-

tunity. We used as a guide the work 

of Newbery  Award-Winning au-

thor Kwame Alexander, whose 

manual From Page to Stage gave 

me and our team of English Honors 

students the knowledge we needed 

to publish a book of poetry.  

Bulldog Spirit: What title did you 

give it?  

Ms. Yrle: “If These Halls Could 

Talk: A Book of Poetry.” 

        (continued on page 4 )  

Student Poets Find 

Their Voices  
Here Comes the Sun 

By Emily Hambuchen 

Freshmen Thomas Royal, Abigail Bailey, and Rebecca Chamoun watch the total solar 

eclipse on August 21. This path where the moon completely covers the sun’s tenuous 

atmosphere—the corona—could be seen nationwide stretching from Oregon to North 

Carolina. For us, the totality of the eclipse was around 1:15 in the afternoon. The last 

total solar eclipse was in 1918 and the next will be in 2024.  

Workin’ at the  

Car Wash 

The St. Joseph  

Athletic Booster Club 

held a car wash in the 

gym parking lot on 

Sept. 9. A total of 149 

cars were washed and 

more than $3,000 was 

raised in support of 

the Booster Club.  
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  The Bulldog Spirit is wr itten and  

produced by St. Joseph’s journalism 

classes. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Reporters/Photographers:   
 

  Gretchen Carden, Timmy Coney, Wyatt 

Davis, Alli Felts, Audrey Ferrari,  Michael 

Frost, Katie Grigg, Erika Gonzalez, Caroline  

Hambuchen, Emily Hambuchen, Lauren 

Holbrook, Staton Holbrook, Olivia Huett, 

Gracie Keathley, Logan Kennedy, Chloe 

Kordsmeier, Jensen Kordsmeier, Abby 

McKenna, Carsten O’Dwyer, Austin  

Parker, Bridget Porcaro, Caleb Schaefers, 

Shelby Shearer, Kaitlyn Shockley, Marley 

Spradlin, Riley Tucker, Lizzie Whitley,  

Triple Williams, and Brent Yrle  

 

Advisor: Mr. Ray Nielsen  

Cutest Friends 
 

By Emily Hambuchen &  

Jensen Kordsmeier 

Spencer Pope & Jensen Kordsmeier 

Q. How long have you been best 

buds? 

A. For our whole lives, 17 years.  

Q. How did you meet? 

A. Our parents were best friends and 

they were just like “Yo, children, be 

best friends,” and we have been 

friends ever since.  

Q. What is your favorite activity to 

do together?  

A. Definitely playing video games.  

Q. What is your favorite memory 

together? 

A. One time when we were 12 we 

snuck out of Spencer’s house at 2 am  

to go to his grandparents’ house to 

make pizza rolls. On the way back to 

his house we wondered how no one 

caught us.  

Q. What about your personalities 

makes you guys friends? 

A. Jensen is very messy while I, 

Spencer, am more organized. Also I, 

Jensen, am more of a loud and proud 

kind of guy while Spencer is more of 

a quite guy.   

FCCLA Creates Business Model  

    
Dove Season  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

2017-18 Season Dates 

Sep. 2-Oct. 22, 2017 

Dec. 8, 2017-Jan. 15, 2018 

 

Morning Dove & White-Winged Dove 
 

Daily Bag Limit: 15 

Possession Limit: 45 

Weapon - Any shotgun of your choice. 

Must shoot lead shot.   
 

Dove season is one of my favorite sea-

sons because it’s the beginning of most 

hunting seasons. It really gets you 

ready for big game like deer and small 

game such as quail, squirrel, rabbit, and 

migratory birds. 

Opening morning was pretty good for 

the Schaefers’ family and friends. We 

shot 331 birds in Lollie Bottoms on the 

Arkansas River by Mayflower.   

In the Woods   
By Caleb Schaefers 

Doves fill my tail gate. 

  Ms. Jessie Ross’ Family and Consumer Sci-

ence students have recently become entrepre-

neurs by going into the T-shirt business. “Our 

FCCLA Club was donated money,” Coach 

Ross said. “We decided this project could 

benefit everyone at St. Joseph.”  

  The shirts can be made for any organization, 

parent, or St. Joseph fan who wants one. “We 

will always try to do any shirt you want,” 

Coach Ross added. The cost varies with type  

and volume. FCCLA makes a little money for  

the work, but it supports their service projects.   

Brianna Wells & Elizabeth Whitley  
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Science Night on March 18th attracted a variety of ex- hibits and interested spectators 3 

Newbies Adjust to Surroundings by Riley Tucker 

Freshman Thomas Larios 

“I came here from Heber Springs 

and I like St. Joseph a lot. Everyone 

here is nice and cool.” 

Senior Kathy Nguyen  

“ I came from Dallas, Texas,” Kathy said. 

“The people here are really friendly and 

welcoming. It’s really different from 

where I came from. “  

7th grader Sid Davenport 

“I came from St. Edwards in Lit-

tle Rock. I like St. Joseph. It’s 

pretty cool; it’s better than my 

last school.” 

Freshman Jonathan Vaughn 

“I came from Conway Junior High. St. 

Joseph  is different and everyone knows 

each other, and it wasn’t like that at my 

old school.” 

8th Grader Marylyn Nguyen  

“ I came from Dallas, Texas. I like 

Saint Joseph because of the cafete-

ria and art.” 

Interact Launches First 

Fundraiser 
By Emily Hambuchen 

Interact club members Audrey  

Ferrari, Alli Grace Felts, and 

Bridgett Porcaro are working the 

bake sale.  

 

 

Tyler Parker and Max Simon 

buy some tasty treats. 

The Interact Club hosted a bake sale September 20th 

and 21st in Parish Hall for the Middle and High 

Schools. The money they raised will go to help eradi-

cate polio in third world countries. This is a major em-

phasis of Rotary International, which Interact is affiliat-

ed with. The Club added this sale to its Valentine’s 

Day sale so more money could be donated.  
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  St. Joseph High School has never  

offered Calculus as a course at any 

point in its history. Three years from 

now, that will change. 

  For six weeks this summer, Mr.  

Jeremy Elsinger taught an Algebra 

course to five students who’d just fin-

ished the 8th grade. They were Luke 

Bruich, Matthew Brorman, Caleb  

Mallett, Eva Palmer, and John Smith. 

Ordinarily, these students would have 

had to take that class as Freshmen.  

Because they completed it over the  

Summer, they’re taking Geometry in-

stead. This allows Mr. Elsinger to teach 

them Calculus in  2020/2021 during  

their senior year. 

   “Trigonometry/Pre-Calculus dives 

deep into triangles and its applica-

tions,” Mr. Elsinger said. “Calculus 

studies the idea of infinity, how fast 

something increases or decreases, and 

how to find the area underneath curves. 

These properties are used in fields such 

as physics, business, engineering. Cal-

culus is a requirement for many college 

degrees, so these students will have an 

advantage going into college having 

already taken calculus.” 

  High School Principal Diane Wolfe is 

teaching a math class that will prepare 

students for the senior year Calculus 

course. She’s returned to teaching after 

several years as an administrator. Her 

class is what Mr. Elsinger taught over 

the summer, but it’s now is open to 

more 8th graders so they too can have 

the opportunity to take Calculus before 

they graduate.  

Curriculum Change Advances Students by Brent Yrle 

Mr. Elsinger teaches Geometry to his 

9th grade students. 

Ms. Wolfe teaches Algebra I to her 8th  

grade students. 

Poetry (from page 1)  

Bulldog Spirit: How were the poems  

chosen?  

Ms. Yrle: “All students in gr ades 7, 9, 

and 11 were required to submit a poem, 

while students in grades 8, 10, and 12 were 

given the option to submit one or not.  

Bulldog Spirit: How would you evaluate 

the quality of the poetry?  

Ms Yrle: I think the poems are a true 

representation of what life is like for the 

Honors Class. When Ms. Gueringer and I 

selected the title, we imagined walking the 

halls and hearing the snippets of conversa-

tion taking place. Our students wrote about 

their faith, their families and friends, their 

school, their successes, their challenges, 

and their heartbreaks. Simplyt put, they 

wrote about life in all of its messy, fabu-

lous, sorrowful, and joyous glory.  

Bulldog Spirit: Were the others who 

helped with the project?  

Ms. Yrle:  While Ms. Guer inger  and I 

are extremely proud of the role all of our 

Honors students played in this project, Ian 

Martin's assistance in bringing “If These 

Halls Could Talk”  to life was instrumental. 

He had the technology and capability of 

designing the cover art (with his team) and 

uploading and editing the poems into the 

publishing company's website. Ian contin-

ued to work with me all summer long as we 

edited and discussed the proof copies, and 

I'm truly grateful for all his hours of hard 

work and determination to see this project 

come to fruition.  

 

   The following poems are a sample of the 

many that are in the book.  

  “My Mom's Happiness"  

   By Abbie Flake  

  I wish I had my mom's happiness, 

Always laughing, hardly ever stops, 

Never letting the smile leave her face; 

  Her love for me never drops. 

She's always in her happy place; 

Her cheerfulness is like a river. 

  No matter what, it never stops flow-

ing; 

It never weakens or grows dim. 

  Her everlasting spirit is always 

growing; 

She always lets people in. 

 

"10 Reasons I Love 

 St. Joseph School"  

By Brent Yrle  

  Saint Joseph is a close and small 

school, so friends are easier to come 

by. 

  Saint Joseph's classes are smaller 

than other schools, so students are 

able to earn an education easier. 

  Saint Joseph boasts much Bulldog 

Pride, so the athletic department is 

better than others' (in our opinion). 

  Jesus is the Reason for Saint  

Joseph, so it is centered around the 

students' Christian faith. 

  Saint Joseph students love their 

school because Saint Joseph loves its 

students. 

 

"Born to Be a Baller"  

By Luke Briggler  

  Ever since I was born 

all I wanted to do was score. 

  As the years went by and I grew  

taller, I began to realize that I was 

born to be a baller. 

  I practiced every day 

Waiting for my chance to play. 

  When the time came to step out on 

the court, There was no doubt that I 

wouldn't deliver in this great sport. 

  When I play I give it my all, 

Breaking ankles like John Wall. 

  My game is quick, but not in a  

hurry, Making shots look easy like 

Steph Curry. 

  Now, as I overcome the challenges I 

face, I hope to one day see myself in 

the NBA. 
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 Mr. Josh Hart  

I decided to teach here because I 

love the Church with all my heart 

and anytime I have an opportunity to 

help it, I jump at it. It allows me to 

do two things I love: talk about the-

ology, and work with young people. 

I used to teach social studies at J.A. 

Fair in Little Rock. I love St. Joseph; 

the students are very respectful and 

receptive to what the teachers are 

trying to teach them. It’s a real  

blessing. 

My old position here at St. Joseph 

was the Spanish teacher, however, I 

recently changed positions and am 

now the kindergarten through eighth 

grade school counselor. Though I am 

going to miss teaching Spanish, this 

is my dream job and I am really 

looking forward to working with the 

students. I plan on implementing 

classroom counseling activities and 

other new things that will help them 

in their young lives. It has been a 

challenge changing positions, but the 

students and teachers have really 

helped. 

 Mr. Kyle Zinno 

I like my new position as history teacher. I 

joke with the 9th and 11th graders that I was 

just following them around, but I really do 

enjoy teaching civics and U.S. history; it’s 

kind of a passion of mine. I’m getting used to 

my new classroom right now. The other one 

was bigger, but this one, I believe, has more 

advantages for teaching history. One thing 

I’ve noticed about teaching civics, econom-

ics, and history is that it’s easier to find inter-

active activities, last year I had to be pretty 

creative, this year it’s been a lot easier. 

 Ms. Kristen Piraino 

 I decided to become a teacher after 

I worked as an interpreter. I realized 

that I liked to help younger-aged 

adults more than I liked working as 

an interpreter. I knew it would take 

longer to teach high school students, 

Ms. Christen Reyes 

New Faculty Faces and Classroom Changes  
By Riley Tucker, Triple Williams, Michael Frost, Abby McKenna, and Marley Spradlin 

but I felt it was worth it. The thing I like 

most about teaching these students is that 

they’re hard workers and are motivated to 

learn.  
 Bulldog T-Shirts Designed  
By Staton Holbrook & Katie Grigg  

Jacinta Murphy and Kyle Hartman created 

this year’s bulldog t-shirt. Jacinta designed 

the front and Kyle made the back. 
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High School Profiles  

by Elizabeth Whitley and Caroline Hambuchen 

Zach Moore 

Riley Tucker 
Olivia Huett 

1. What is a goal you 

have set for yourself 

this year? 

2. What was something 

fun you did over the 

summer? 

3. What class are you 

looking forward to this 

year? 

4. What’s the best movie 

you saw over the sum-

mer?  

 

Riley~ 

 

1. Get better grades, do 

well in school 

2. Went to a Cardinals 

game in St. Louis 

3. Spanish 

4. “Despicable Me 3” 

Luke Pope 

Lily~ 

 

1. Get all A’s. 

2. I went to the beach in 

Perdido Key, Florida.  

3. Basketball 

4. “Wonder Woman” 

Luke~ 

 

1. Stay in school 

2. Played Basketball 

3. GIS 

4. “Despicable Me 3” 

Olivia~ 

 

1. Get an A on my  

research paper 

2. Went to the beach in 

Fort Walton, Florida 

3. World History 

4. “Wonder Woman” 

Lily Hill 

http://stjosephconway.org/
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High School Profiles 
by Elizabeth Whitley and Caroline Hambuchen 

Josie Gamble 

Kyle Hartman Elizabeth Whitley 

Zach Royal 

Kyle~ 
1. Succeed in every  

      subject.  

2. I went to Orange    

     Beach, Alabama. 

3.   U.S. History 

4.   “Despicable Me 3” 

Josie~ 

 

1. To do well and make 

straight A’s. 

2. I went to Texas. 

3. Math 

4. “Despicable Me 3”  

Zach~ 

 
1. Get straight A’s. 

2. I went to the College 

World Series in  

     Nebraska.  

3.  Oral Communications 

4.  “Dunkirk” 

Elizabeth~ 
1. Do my best in every 

class this year and  

     never give up! 

2. I went to the Buffalo  

     River and celebrated  

     my 18th birthday. 

3. I am looking forward to  

     Anatomy. 

4.  “Dunkirk” 

    
1. What is a goal you have 

set for yourself this 

year? 

2. What was something 

fun you did over the 

summer? 

3. What class are you 

looking forward to this 

year? 

4. What’s the best movie 

you saw over the  

     summer?  
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Volleyballers Digging In for Competitive Year by Olivia Huett  

Marley Spradlin makes a hit against  

Little Rock Christian at Spike-Fest on 

August 26th. 

Abby McKenna makes a set in the same 

game. 

 Volleyball started their season August 

21st, but the team spent much of the 

summer preparing for their season in 

camps and at practices. 

There are 13 players on the 2017-2018 

volleyball team including seniors Abby 

McKenna, Brianna Wells, and Marley 

Spradlin. The juniors include Chloe 

Detten, Alexis Roach, Mattie Elsinger, 

and Bailee Atkinson. Gracie Keathley, 

Emily Briggler, and Abbie Flake are the 

sophomores. Rounding out the team are 

freshman Shannon Trantina, Savannah 

Mooney, and Kinley Thessing. 

“We are much faster than what we have 

been in the past,” Abby McKenna said. 

“We lost some height, but we are hoping 

to make up for it by our speed.” “We feel 

the team needs to improve on being more 

consistent and communicating more,” 

Brianna Wells added. 

  This year’s competition will be strong 

with the games between Conway Chris-

tian, Mayflower, and Harding being the 

most competitive. “We hope to see our 

fans at our games to help us get pumped 

up for them,” Marley Spradlin said. 

 The team’s goals are to make it to State 

since the team hasn’t made it since 2014. 

Another one of our goals is to have a 

closer bond with each other. 

  Update: As of now the varsity squad is 

10-8 overall and 5-0 in Conference. At 

press time, there were nine games to play 

before District, October 16-17. The top 

four teams out of District advance to the 

State Tournament. 

Golfers Swing Into Action By Timmy Coney 

(Left to right) Luke Bruich, Timmy Coney, Coach 

Jessie Ross, Gus Longing, Elijah Bailey, and Gage 

Kordsmeirer with their District Tournament  trophy. 

Medalist Gus Longing with 

his award. 

 Our Golf Team teed off for the first time on August 17 at The Links in Conway. This 

year’s group of golfers includes nine boys and two girls. Some are competing while 

others are learning the game. “We’re super young, but I think this is a great building 

year,” Coach Jessie Ross said. “I expect lots of good things to come from this group.”  

Coach Ross said the freshmen have played really well and the sophomores were start-

ing to put things together after the first few matches. As for team goals, Coach Ross 

said they’re simple. “We’ll try to get better with each match that’s played,” she said. 

“We’d also like to finish in the top two at District.”   

     Update: Coach Ross got her wish! The St. Joseph Boys came in 1st Place in the 

2A-3 District Tournament held in Conway with a final score of 263. Gus Longing was 

Runner-Up as an individual with a score of a solid 79. This moves the Boys’ Team to 

the State Tournament that will be hosted at the Conway Country Club on October 

3rd. 

 

 

Pastor Receives Birthday Gift  

 Father Tony shows his birthday present  

to Father Alfhones on September 21.The 

bag contained a T-shirt inscribed by the 

students listing their favorite Bible verses.    
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Overview: We were the first customers for the day and overall were very pleased. The 

two of us agreed the outside has a great curb appeal, and the inside was extremely clean 

and comfortable. The restaurant staff was very kind and the prices are not bad.  

Alli’s Review:  

I ordered the chicken roll up. Overall, it 

was a good dish and the tortilla was 

cooked perfectly, but my one complaint is 

that my roll up had way too much feta and 

tasted pretty salty. I also think the sides 

could have been a tad more creative, but it 

was a pretty good place. Audrey will 

probably complain about the chips.  

People, the chips were fine, literally ruf-

fles. Anyways,  

my rating for 

Taziki’s is:  

 

Want a chance to win a $25 gift card to 

our favorite place to eat? Scan the QR 

Code for more information!  

Audrey’s Review: 

I ordered the grilled chicken, which was 

served with feta cheese and grilled onions 

on a perfectly toasted Kaiser bun. It was 

delicious as well as my side of basmati 

rice! My only complaint would be that I 

thought the texture of the chips were not 

crisp enough. I will definitely be visiting 

Taziki’s again!  

My rating is:  

 

  An English class may seem like odd 

place to learn cardio pulmonary resus-

citation, but that's what Ms. Alicia 

Yrle's 7th grade students have done at 

St. Joseph High School.   

 The students recently read an award-

winning book by Kwame Alexander 

entitled "The Crossover." It deals with 

a parent suffering from heart disease 

who collapses on a basketball court. 

The man's sons took a CPR class in 

school and were able to keep their 

father alive until emergency personnel 

arrived.  "I thought this was a great 

opportunity to expose my class to 

CPR," Ms. Yrle said. "The students 

had just seen how characters their age 

were able to save someone's life." 

  The training took place in Ms. Yrle's 

classroom on September 14 and was 

led by Conway Regional Health Sys-

tem educator Sarah Luyet. She ex-

plained why people do CPR and 

demonstrated techniques for perform-

ing it on both adults and infants.  

Story Inspires CPR Training  
By Staton Holbrook 

Ms. Sarah Luyet observes CPR  

training. 
Jackson Tucker practices CPR techniques. Ms. Yrle also takes her turn with CPR. 
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Cross Country Off To Running Start  
                                              By Olivia Huett and Abby McKenna  

The Jr. High Cross Country team with its 1st place trophy. It 
won at the Lyon College Invitational in Batesville on August 

31. Luke Briggler placed 10th with a time of 10:27. 

Lily Hill and Ashleigh Mallett  were given tote 
bags for their 5th and 8th place finishes in the 

1.6 mile run at Batesville. Lily’s time was 

11:36 and Ashleigh’s was 11:59 

  Our Cross Country teams had their first meet in 

Batesville last month, and they got off to a great 

start. The Junior Boys and Girls were Grand 

Champions.  

  Coach Brent Bruich’s goals for the teams are 

high. “The Junior Boys won their District and 

Conference Championships last year,” Coach 

Bruich said. “That would be our expectation this 

year as well.” The Junior Girls also look to do 

well on the strength of such runners as Lilly Hill 

and Ashleigh Mallett, who both placed at the 

Lyon College Invitational .  

   There are seven runners on the Senior Boys’ 

Team. Three girls will represent the Bulldogs at 

that level, but there aren’t enough of them to run 

as a team. They’ll compete individually.  “We 

want all our times to get better every meet as we 

move towards State competition,” Coach Bruich 

said.  

   Each team requires a lot of hard work. At this 

point, the teams’ strengths are commitment and 

teamwork. Coach Bruich says there are areas that 

need to be worked on. “We have to make sure 

we’re dedicated to being at practice,” he said. 

“We also want to get faster and stronger.” 

   The Cross Country teams have some big com-

petition this year. “We’re going to run against 

Vilonia, Conway, and Greenbrier,” Coach Bruich 

said. “These are all 5A schools.”   

   Update: Our runners have since had meets at 

Heber Springs, Greers Ferry, and there was one 

at Russellville on Sept 23. Lilly, Ashleigh and 

Luke Briggler have been placing in the Top Ten, 

and the Junior Boys won 1st Place  at Greers 

Ferry.  

Edited by Brent Yrle  

 

    From August 21 to August 24th Fr. Tony Robbins went to Medellin, Co-

lombia to celebrate the 50th Anniversary of the Charismatic Renewal in the 

Church. “It was a blessed occasion filled with the Holy Spirit!,” Father To-

ny said. “There were around 300 Spirit-filled priests and over a half dozen 

bishops praying in the Spirit for the week long retreat at a seminary near 

Medellin.  We heard powerful conference talks that kept us receiving great 

gifts from God.”   

    As exhilarating as the trip was, Fr. Tony also described some of  the trou-

bles he encountered. “When we got to Columbia we quickly learned how 

modest our accommodations were.” he said. “ Our rooms had beds that 

were too short for us.  The walls didn’t have electrical outlets.  There was 

no heating or cooling to keep the rooms comfortable.  The walls were about 

paper thin so the guy down the hall who was snoring his head off all night 

was easily heard by all. There was also no running water in the bathrooms 

that first night as they were, ‘cleaning out the tanks.’”  It was decided these 

challenges were part of the experience that came from responding to God’s 

invitation.  

     Fr. Tony enjoyed one particular Mass in Colombia before he left: “The 

last Mass that we celebrated there was in the downtown plaza outside of the 

basilica church.  It was filled with people desiring to receive God on the 

occasion of the 50th Anniversary of the Charismatic Renewal in the Church.  

They stayed throughout the Mass even though it was raining.  When the 

time came for the Consecration as the Archbishop raised the Body of Christ 

an applause broke out in the plaza, and then again when he raised the Chal-

ice!” 

      When Father Tony made the decision to go to Columbia, he was ready 

to accept the inconveniences of being there in order to receive graces and 

blessings from God. “The same blessing is available to us in our everyday 

lives,” he said. “God never disappoints, but if we are too disappointed be-

cause of unmet expectations in our daily life, then we run the risk of miss-

ing how God wants to bless us.”   

 Priest Blessed By Foreign Trip  

Pope Francis visited the South American 
country of Columbia the first week of  

September. This photo was taken by David 

Lopez, an exchange student from there who 
was with us in the last school year. Father 

Tony was in Columbia shortly before the 

Pope’s visit, and he talks about that trip  
below.   
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Governmental Process Observed by Erika Gonzalez  

Audrey Ferrari is pictured with several other 

representatives at Girls’ State in Searcy. 

Audrey Ferrari and Anna Claire 

Bailey visit the State Capitol.  

 Four St. Joseph seniors were chosen to attend 

Boys’ and Girls’ State over the summer. Both 

events are sponsored by the American Legion and 

are designed to teach young people about the 

Democratic process and how our Republic form 

of government works at the state and national 

levels.  

  Boys’ State was held at the University of Central 

Arkansas in Conway from May 27-June 1. Girls’ 

State took place at Harding University in Searcy 

from May 28-June 2nd.  

  Anna Claire Bailey, Audrey Ferrari, Ian Martin, 

and Parker Trussell were selected by their  teach-

ers and the School Administration. Like most 

Boys’ and Girls’ State programs, our representa-

tives were divided into subgroups referred to as 

“cities.” The citizens of each of city elected mock 

representatives to a mock state legislature such as 

Governor, Lt. Governor, and other state-level 

officials mirroring Arkansas. The legislature met 

to organize, elect leaders and pass bills in a way 

similar to how Arkansas government operates.     

   The students also heard talks from prominent 

speakers and toured the State Capitol. “I liked 

meeting new people from all across Arkansas,” 

Anna Claire said. “The days were full of things to 

do and every day was long.” Ian Martin thought 

meeting new people was nice. “I liked the group 

sessions too,” he said.   

   Audrey enjoyed the speakers and said Joyce 

Elliott was everyone’s favorite. Elliott is a former 

high school teacher who’s a member of the  

Arkansas State Senate representing the Little  

Rock area. “The experience was 

enjoyable and the talks were inter-

esting,” Parker added.  

School Shines in Parade 
By Brent Yrle 

Brianna Wells is the St. Joseph 

Beauty Queen who rode in the annu-

al Faulkner County Fair Parade on 

September 19. 

The theme of the 79th Faulkner County Fair Parade was 

“Heroes and Fairy Tales.” Our float was dedicated to our 

community’s heroes. It won 2nd Place in a three-way tie  

for that spot in the Elementary School Division with 

Woodrow Cummins & Julia Lee Moore Schools.  

Chloe Kordsmeier 

twirls her batons at 

the parade. 

Our cheerleaders rally the crowd. The Band Float won 3rd Place 

in the Secondary Division.  
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Johnnie Watson said: 

1. I had always wanted one, but it was a surprise when I got it because I still had  six months before I turned 16. 12 

Governor’s School Expands Minds  
By Audrey Ferrari & Bridget Porcaro  

  Ian Martin O’Dwyer represented St. Joseph at the Arkansas Governor’s School this 

past summer. It started June 11th and it lasted six weeks. The attendees stayed on 

Hendrix campus, which Ian really enjoyed because it gave him an early college expe-

rience.  

  When applying for Governor’s School, Ian chose Social Science to be his focus area 

(area 1 classes). He had two of these classes a day, and the topics discussed ranged 

from developing nations, international relationships, social entrepreneurship, and 

sociology.  

   In addition to the area specific subjects, all students had to attend philosophy and 

psychology classes. In his area one classes, he learned ways to help the nations in 

poverty through different charities and how to keep up with worldly events.  

Ian greatly benefited from this experience and would encourage everyone to apply. 

“The way it helped me the most was how it opened up my connections around the 

state,” Ian said. “It also influenced the way I view people and not judge them.”  

This picture was taken in Area 3 (psychology class): personal and social develop-

ment. Governor’s School students were tasked with building structures out of index 

cards which required them to work as a team to creatively construct a tower. 

(Left to Right) Ian Martin, Madison Barth (Mills High School), Jacob Campbell 

(Cabot) , and Alex Crawford (Little Rock Central).    

Band Steeps Out at    

College Game 
By Emily Hambuchen 

Stephanie Jeans, Chloe Robertson, and 

Luke Williams are three of the eight 

high school band members who played 

at the ASU-UAPB football game. 

 For the first time in history the 

St. Joseph High School Band         

performed at a college football game 

on September 16th.  

 The Band was invited to        

participate by The Arkansas School 

Band and Orchestra Association. The 

game was played in Jonesboro where 

the Arkansas State University Red 

Wolves were pitted against the      

University of Arkansas at Pine Bluff 

Golden Lions.  

 Our musicians marched and 

played with other high school bands. 

They performed “The Blitzkrieg Bop,” 

“I Want You Back,” and the ASU 

fight song during the half time. “We     

practiced here at school and at ASU,” 

Band Director Margaret Teeling said. 

“It was a long day, but we had a lot of 

fun. It was really exciting since we 

don’t normally play at football 

games.”  

St. Joseph 

Band members 

during the half 

time show at 

ASU. 



Bulldog Spirit 

    Brent Bruich, our new head boys basketball coach, says  he’s very excited in his new role. “I’ve always dreamed of 

coaching my Alma Mater,” he said. “ I want to keep the St. Joe basketball tradition.”   13 



Bulldog Spirit 

    We’re four weeks into deer season and two juniors from St. Joseph  School have killed deer. Jesse Light 

and Garrett x hunted in Perry and Conway Counties, re- spectively, and brought down eight and nine point  14 
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 Dear St. Joseph students, 

 

   This past August I had the great blessing to make a pilgrimage to Cologne, Germany for the XX World 

15 



Bulldog Spirit 

    The St. Joseph Bowling Teams began their second season with wins against Mt. Vernon on November  

30th at Conway Bowl. High school civics teacher Mike Angel started the competition last year.   

  “We expect to improve on the girls State Runner-Up and the boy’s Third Place finish that were achieved 
16 
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