Summer Reading Choices
All synopses from www.amazon.com except as noted.

For Incoming Seventh Graders
Choose ONE of the following books for your summer reading:
Counting by Sevens by Holly Goldberg Sloan (choice for all levels)
“Willow Chance is a twelve-year-old genius, obsessed with nature and diagnosing medical conditions, who
finds it comforting to count by 7s. It has never been easy for her to connect with anyone other than her
adoptive parents, but that hasn’t kept her from leading a quietly happy life . . . until now. Suddenly Willow’s
world is tragically changed when her parents both die in a car crash, leaving her alone in a baffling world. The
triumph of this book is that it is not a tragedy. This extraordinarily odd, but extraordinarily endearing, girl
manages to push through her grief. Her journey to find a fascinatingly diverse and fully believable surrogate
family is a joy and a revelation to read.” (www.barnesandnoble.com)
I Will Always Write Back by Caitlin Alifirenka (choice for all levels)
“It started as an assignment. Everyone in Caitlin's class wrote to an unknown student somewhere in a distant
place. Martin was lucky to even receive a pen-pal letter. There were only ten letters, and fifty kids in his class.
But he was the top student, so he got the first one. That letter was the beginning of a correspondence that
spanned six years and changed two lives.”
Peak by Roland Smith (choice for all levels)
“After fourteen-year-old Peak Marcello is arrested for scaling a New York City skyscraper, he's left with two
choices: wither away in Juvenile Detention or go live with his long-lost father, who runs a climbing company in
Thailand. But Peak quickly learns that his father's renewed interest in him has strings attached. Big strings. As
owner of Peak Expeditions, he wants his son to be the youngest person to reach the Everest summit--and his
motives are selfish at best. Even so, for a climbing addict like Peak, tackling Everest is the challenge of a
lifetime. But it's also one that could cost him his life.”
Rules by Cynthia Lord (only a choice for ELA level)
“Twelve-year-old Catherine just wants a normal life. Which is near impossible when you have a brother with
autism and a family that revolves around his disability. She's spent years trying to teach David the rules from "a
peach is not a funny-looking apple" to "keep your pants on in public"---in order to head off David's
embarrassing behaviors. But the summer Catherine meets Jason, a surprising, new sort-of friend, and Kristi,
the next-door friend she's always wished for, it's her own shocking behavior that turns everything upside down
and forces her to ask: What is normal?”
Students will work with the summer reading title in the first month of school. They will complete a
mini-project involving literary analysis, which will count for approximately 5% of the final quarter grade.
The summer reading titles will also be referenced throughout the year as students read other novels in
class.

