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Tuesday, February 9, 2021-4:30 p.m. (20-21 School Year Update #91 -Quarantine Protocol Update) 

Dear Families ofFrankfo11 CUSD #168: 

The District has continued to follow guidance from the Illinois Depai1ment of Public Health (IDPH) as 
we have tried to navigate through this pandemic. When they release guidance, we confer with staff at the 
Franklin-Williamson Bi-County Health Depa11ment to best implement it. We have taken a conservative 
approach and then adjusted within the guidelines. 

The last guidance document and update came at the first of January when we were having Full-Remote 
Learning days. There was guidance at that time for individuals who are asymptomatic and a close contact to 
a confirmed or probable COVID-19 case. During the fall semester, the guidance was for those individuals to 
quarantine for 14 days. While the IDPH continued to list 14 days as an option, they also did allow for a 
change that gave some sh011er options under certain conditions and no symptoms. 

At that time, we made the decision to be cautious and stay with the 14-day quarantine for those 
individuals until we had some data on how in-person learning would affect our numbers. We have now been 
in-person for four weeks. While no cases would be ideal, our daily rep011ing has shown that we have been 
able to maintain our low numbers of both quarantines and positive cases. In addition, we have not had 
reports of cases that have been from contacts at school. That is a tribute to our students, our faculty, and our 
staff working together to follow safe practices. 

At this time, the District is going to follow IDPH guidance that relaxes quarantine time. For students 
who are free of symptoms, they may return after 10 days. For adults, they may also return from quarantine if 
free of symptoms after 10 days or they may utilize the 7-day option with testing. Please note that students 
cannot "test out" of the 10-day quarantine. 

Again, we thank everyone for their efforts in keeping our case numbers low as we tiy to make it through 
these trying times. 

ii-M 
Matt Donkin 
Superintendent of Schools 


