
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reading Takes You Places 
 

While we anxiously await 
Punxsutawney Phil’s 
prediction for spring’s 
appearance, reading may 
help us wile away the 
winter blues. So many 
good books are easily 

accessed through libraries (both school and 
public), electronically, and at bookstores. Great 
reading material is never far away! 

Parents of beginning readers have asked some 
great questions over the years.  Such as:  What if 
my child picks the same book to read over and 
over and over…?  Children learn to read by 
listening to others read and reading themselves.  
Repeated readings of a favorite story will help 
your child become more fluent and confident. I 
am certain my child has just memorized the 
story. How is this helping him learn to read? 
Actually, memorizing stories is an integral part 
of early reading.  Your child is demonstrating a 
sense of story sequence and making connections 
between pictures and print. Asking your child to 
move his finger along the words as he/she reads 
encourages this connection. 

Should I cover up the pictures to make sure my 
child can read the words? The story illustrations 
give support to reading and understanding the 
text.  Children learn an important strategy by 
looking for clues just as we adults use graphics 
in our books to better understand the story. 

If you have questions about reading, please feel 
free to contact one of the reading specialists 
here at Bedford Elementary or your child’s 
teacher.  Until next time, read some great books 
and think spring!!! 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

ORDER DEADLINES 
 

The Deadline for ordering books for 
autographing by the Visiting Author, Matt 
Novak, is February 1st.  Order forms were sent 
home in January. 

2017-18 Bedford Elementary Yearbook 
orders are due by February 8, 2018. Order forms 
are available in the elementary office. Online 
orders are also due by February 8.  Online 
orders can be submitted at www.strawbridge.net 
– use online code: 111400. A basic yearbook 
costs $11. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

FEBRUARY EVENTS 
 

Feb 1  Visiting Author Book Orders Due 
Feb 7  PTO Fundraiser Kickoff 
  PTO Mtg 6:30 PM 
Feb 8  Yearbook Orders Due 
  Faculty Mtg 3:15 PM 
Feb 15  Valentine’s Day Party 2:OO PM 
  Green Eggs & Ham Breakfast  
  Form Due 
Feb 16  No School – President’s Day 
  Possible Snow Make-up Day 
Feb 19  No School – President’s Day 
  Possible Snow Make-up Day 
Feb 20  Collins Writing Staff Follow-up 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

March 1-2 Visiting Author 
March 2  Green Eggs & Ham Breakfast 
  Read Across America  
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2nd Grade Robot Projects 
 

Second graders read the story Pearl and 
Wagner by Katie McMullan, in their 
reading books.  This story is about two 
good friends that build a robot for the 
school science fair.  As a special project, 
second graders were asked to build 
robots of their own. They did an amazing 
job as you can see. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Matt Novak, Visiting Author 
 
On Thursday and 
Friday, March 1-2, 
award winning 
children’s author 
and illustrator, Matt 
Novak, will be 
visiting our school.  
With over two 
dozen published 
books, Mr. Novak 
will energize, 
educate, and 
inspire students 
and staff.  

Mr. Novak has been creating books for more 
than twenty years, and he loves to make kids 
laugh!  He has worn many hats during his 
career, working as a puppeteer, teacher, and 
even a Disney artist!  Born in Pennsylvania, 
Mr. Novak attended Kutztown University and 
the School of Visual Arts in New York City.  
His childhood dream was to become an artist, 
and he never gave up on this dream even 
when some attempts didn’t work out. Today, 
he and his family live in 
Carlisle.

 

Several of his books have received 
prestigious awards including the International 
Reading Association’s Children’s Choice 
Award (Newt) and School Library Journal’s 
Best Book of the Year and Parent’s Choice 
Honor (Mouse TV). Mr. Novak also works as 
an illustrator for other authors. His work on 
films includes “Beauty and the Beast” and the 
“Rescuers Down Under”. 

We are very excited to welcome him to our 
school!  Parents and Guardians are invited to 
attend the program with their child.  Please 
sign in at the office before proceeding to the 
LGI for Mr. Matt Novak’s presentation. 

 
 



Read Across America Day 
is Friday, March 2nd.  It will 

commemorate the 
birthday of 
beloved children’s 
author, Dr. Seuss.  
Our school will 
celebrate with a 
“green eggs and 

ham” breakfast as well as other exciting 
reading activities. Included with this 
newsletter is a signup sheet for our 
“green eggs and ham” breakfast. 

This year, our guest author, Mr. Matt 
Novak, will be presenting to each grade 
level. Special guest readers are also going 
to be visiting some classrooms to read 
favorite Dr. Seuss stories.  Staff and 
students are welcome dress as their 
favorite Dr. Seuss character. We want 
everyone to share in the fun! Reading 
after all is for everyone!!!  

February always seems to fly by quickly, 
so we wanted to alert you in time to make 
plans for the big day!   

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Inclement 
Weather 
 

Parents and 
caregivers are reminded, the final 
decision to send their child to school is 
theirs during inclement weather.  Days 
when students miss school because of 
weather conditions are considered 
excused absences.  You should indicate 
that reason on your child’s absence 
excuse.  Bus drivers have the option of 
not completing their run if it is 
considered too dangerous. 

At the beginning of each year you 
received a form to indicate where your 
child is to go on an early dismissal day.  
If that has changed please contact your 
child’s teacher or the elementary office.   

A Classroom Valentine’s 
Day Party will be held on 

February 15th at 2:00 
PM.  Students, who wish, 
may exchange valentines 

in their homeroom 
during the party.  Treats 
will be provided by the 

school. 
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