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Introduction

The purpose of the American rescue Plan (ARP) Act Elementary and Secondary School
Emergency Relief (ESSER) III Fund is to help safely reopen and sustain the safe operation of
schools and address the impacts of COVID-19 on the nation’s students by addressing students’
academic, social, emotional, and mental health needs.

This plan will describe how Grenora Public School District #99 will ensure continuity of services
for students while also maintaining health and mitigation strategies to keep students and staff
safe.  For any questions about this plan, contact Superintendent Aaron Rudningen at
701-694-2711 or aaron.rudningen@gpsd99.org .

In the summer of 2020, the state of North Dakota required school districts to create two plans to
start the new school year: a Health and Safety Plan and a Distance Learning Plan.  Our team
worked on creating these plans over the summer with input from the Upper Missouri District
Health Unit, a team of staff, students, community members, and board members during several
working sessions during the summer of 2020.  Input from parents was gathered through surveys,
and through the opportunity for public comment at board meetings or during our planning
meetings.

The school board approved both plans at their July, 2020 meeting.  Copies of both plans can be
found at this link on our website.

We returned to in-person instruction on August 19, 2020, and never shut our doors thanks to the
diligent efforts of our staff, students, and parents following our return to learning plans.  Our
Health and Safety and Distance Learning plans were consistently followed during the 2020-2021
school year.  All mitigation strategies were implemented.

1

mailto:aaron.rudningen@gpsd99.org
https://www.grenorapublicschool.org/o/gps/browse/158405


Grenora Public School District No. 99
PO Box 38  ~   402 Robinson Street  ~  Grenora, ND  ~  58845-0038

Phone: 701.694.2711 • Fax: 701.694.2717
www.grenorapublicschool.org

Health and Safety Strategies

Throughout the pandemic, Grenora Public School District #99 has prioritized the health and
safety of students and staff during the return to in-person learning.  Following these strategies
allowed us to stay in school and keep everyone safe. Below is a description of the safety
strategies we utilized and the current status of implementation.

Universal and Correct Wearing of Masks

All students, staff, and visitors were strongly encouraged to wear masks for the duration of the
2020-2021 school year.  All students, staff, and visitors were required to wear masks for the
duration of the Governor's mask mandate in 2020-2021. Students, staff, and visitors still have
the option now to wear masks when on school grounds.

Physical Distancing

Teachers and custodial staff refigured all classrooms during the summer of 2020 to create
physical distancing in classrooms.  Elementary students remained in classroom groups
throughout the day and did not commingle with other groups.  Lunches were reconfigured so that
students ate as a class and were socially distanced at the lunch tables.  Students grades 7-12
rotated to each class with their grade level to reduce contact with students outside of their grade.
Moving forward, Grenora Public School District #99 will monitor the need for physical
distancing to reduce transmittable moments as needed.

Handwashing and Respiratory Etiquette

Stations are made available throughout school buildings which included hand sanitizer,
disinfectant wipes, and adult and child disposable masks.  Coughing and sneezing into a tissue,
sleeve, or into shirt, proper disposal of used tissues and proper handwashing are stressed to
students and staff.  Posters and signage will continue to be used throughout the school building.
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Cleaning and Maintaining Healthy Facilities

Deep cleaning measures were put in place throughout the school district and school buses.
HVAC, lighting, and air purification upgrades are being completed throughout the entire school
building.  Daily sanitizing and disinfecting became a daily practice in all buildings and on school
buses, and is a practice we will continue.

Efforts to Provide Vaccinations to Educators, Other Staff, and Students

All staff and students had the opportunity to receive a vaccination through the Upper Missouri
District Health Unit.

Appropriate Accommodations for Students with Disabilities

We were not made aware of any students with disabilities who needed specific accommodations
related to our health and safety measures.  However, we will make any and all accommodations
needed in the future if this arises.

Continuity of Services

Grenora Public School District #99 has taken and will continue to take actions to ensure
continuity of services, including but not limited to services to address students’ academic needs
and students’ and staff social, emotional, mental health, and other needs.

Academic Needs

When we returned to in-person learning in the fall of 2020, we knew that student achievement
may have declined due to the change in educational setting in the final quarter of the 2020 school
year when students learned from home.

We have put the following items into place to meet the needs of students’ learning.

● Refined assessment protocols to determine areas of need.
● Identification of student gap areas in reading and math.
● Hiring of additional staff to work one-on-one with students.
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● Restructuring of schedules to allow for interventions.
● Purchase additional intervention materials
● Staff training and professional development for intervention implementation

Social, Emotional, and Mental Health Needs

Student and staff mental health has also been at the forefront of our planning during this
pandemic.  Below is a list of what we have put into place(and will continue to have in place) for
students’ and staff social, emotional, and mental health needs.

● Readily available counselor check-in sessions for students grades K-12.
● Student surveys on mental health and youth behaviors.
● Targeted discussion of student needs at staff meetings.
● Provide extra support and planning time for staff.

Other Services

Meal services were provided to all students from March to June of 2020 through pickup and bus
transportation.  Student transportation services to and from school have been provided during
each reopening phase in compliance with CDC guidelines. Extracurricular and athletic activities
were resumed for full competition under appropriate health mitigation strategies beginning this
school year.

Opportunity for Public Comment

In developing the return to learning plans, our team worked with the input of the Upper Missouri
Health Unit, a team of staff, students, board members, and community members during several
working sessions during the summer of 2020.  Input from parents was gathered through surveys,
during planning meetings, and through the opportunity for public comment at board meetings.

4


