
NOTICE OF HEARING OF MOTION FOR UNITARY STATUS
IN STATEWIDE LEE v. MACON CASE

TO ALL SCHOOL AGED AFRICAN AMERICAN CHILDREN RESIDING WITHIN
THE STATE OF ALABAMA AND THEIR PARENTS AND/OR LEGAL GUARDIANS

The Alabama State Board of Education, the Superintendent of the State Board, and other
State officials who are parties to this action have asked the Court to enter an order granting
unitary status and termination of the special education portion of the case originally known as
Lee v. Macon.  The motion asserts that those officials and the State have met the terms of a
consent decree approved by the Court in August 2000.  Notice is being provided for the benefit of
those whose interests are affected.

The consent decree sets forth numerous specific responsibilities of the State which are
designed to ensure that any vestiges of the de jure segregated system are eliminated to the extent
practicable from the statewide special education program, and to demonstrate the good faith
commitment of the State and its officials to the whole of the Court’s orders.  It further provides
that, once its provisions are met, the State is authorized to ask the Court to declare it unitary.

The motion and the consent decree are available for review on the State Department of
Education’s website at http://www.alsde.edu/html/home.asp.  The motion will also be posted at
the central office of each local school board with copies to be distributed to local school
principals with the request to post the motion locally as well.

Judge Myron Thompson, United States District Court Judge, has scheduled a hearing for
December 19, 2006, at 9:00 a.m., in Courtroom 2FMJ of the Frank M. Johnson, Jr. Federal
Courthouse Complex, One Church Street, in Montgomery, Alabama, to determine whether the
Motion for Unitary Status should be granted.  The hearing is open to the public.  Members of the
public who wish to speak at the hearing must submit written comments before the hearing date
and indicate that they wish to address the Court at the hearing. Forms for this purpose are
available on the website of  the State Board of Education website
(http://www.alsde.edu/html/home.asp) and at the central office of your local school board.  All
written comments must be submitted to the court at the address provided on the form and must be
postmarked no later than December 8, 2006.

If you have any questions, you may contact counsel for the private plaintiffs, Ernestine
Sapp at (334) 727-4830 or Norman Chachkin at (212) 965-2259; counsel for the United States,
Pauline Miller at (202) 514-2179; or counsel for the State Department of Education, Whit Colvin
at  (877) 705-8101.

THIS NOTICE IS TO BE PUBLISHED IN THE LEGAL NOTICE SECTION OF THE
BIRMINGHAM NEWS, THE MONTGOMERY ADVERTISER, THE MOBILE REGISTER,
THE HUNTSVILLE TIMES, THE ANNISTON STAR, THE DOTHAN EAGLE, THE
TUSCALOOSA NEWS, AND THE DECATUR DAILY ON SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 26, 2006,
AND ON SUNDAY, DECEMBER 3, 2006.  THE NOTICE IS TO BE PUBLISHED IN THE
BIRMINGHAM TIMES AND THE MOBILE BEACON FOR TWO WEEKS BEFORE THE
HEARING, PREFERABLY DURING THE WEEKS OF NOVEMBER 26 AND DECEMBER 3,
2006.





































IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF THE UNITED STATES
 FOR THE MIDDLE DISTRICT OF ALABAMA, NORTHERN DIVISION 

ANTHONY T. LEE, et al.,               ) 
              ) 

Plaintiffs,               ) 
              ) 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,   ) 
             ) 

Plaintiff - Intervenor and Amicus Curiae,   )
              )

NATIONAL EDUCATION ASSOCIATION, INC. )
             )

Plaintiff-Intervenor           )
  )   CIVIL ACTION NUMBERS

v. )
)

LEE COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION ) 3:70-cv-845-MHT
RUSSELL COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION ) 3:70-cv-848-MHT
TALLAPOOSA COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION ) 3:70-cv-849-MHT 
ALEXANDER CITY BOARD OF EDUCATION ) 3:70-cv-850-MHT
AUBURN CITY BOARD OF EDUCATION ) 3:70-cv-851-MHT
OPELIKA CITY BOARD OF EDUCATION ) 3:70-cv-853-MHT
PHENIX CITY BOARD OF EDUCATION ) 3:70-cv-854-MHT
ROANOKE CITY BOARD OF EDUCATION ) 3:70-cv-855-MHT
BUTLER COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION ) 2:70-cv-3099-MHT
COVINGTON COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION ) 2:70-cv-3102-MHT
ELMORE COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION ) 2:70-cv-3103-MHT
CRENSHAW COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION ) 2:66-cv-2455-MHT

)
Defendants )

OBJECTION / COMMENT TO MOTION FOR UNITARY STATUS
CONCERNING STATEWIDE SPECIAL EDUCATION ISSUES

1.     Please print

Name : ________________________________________________________________

Address : ________________________________________________________________

  ________________________________________________________________

Telephone No. : ________________________________________________________________ 

2. Are you a Student? ________________________________

Parent of a Student? ________________________________

Concerned Citizen? ________________________________



3. Do you plan to attend the fairness hearing on December 19, 2006? * Yes          No 

4. If you do plan to attend the fairness hearing, are you requesting an
opportunity to speak at the hearing? Yes          No 

IN ORDER TO SPEAK AT THE FAIRNESS HEARING, YOU MUST PROVIDE WRITTEN
COMMENTS CONCERNING THE SUBJECTS ABOUT WHICH YOU WISH TO SPEAK.

5. Please state your objections/comments to the Motion:

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

You may attach additional sheets, if needed.  Please put your name on each sheet.

______________________________________________
  SIGNATURE
MAIL TO:

Office of the Clerk
United States District Court
Middle District of Alabama
Post Office Box 711
Montgomery, Alabama 36101

FORMS MUST BE POSTMARKED NO LATER THAN DECEMBER 8, 2006.
______________________________________________________________________________________       

*  THE FAIRNESS HEARING WILL BE HELD BEFORE THE HONORABLE MYRON H. THOMPSON, ON
DECEMBER 19, 2006, AT 9:00 A.M., IN COURTROOM 2FMJ, FRANK M.  JOHNSON, JR.  FEDERAL
COURTHOUSE COMPLEX, ONE CHURCH STREET, MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA


