
Decatur City Schools
Pacing Guide 2020-2021

English Language Arts 10th Grade
1st Nine Weeks

Unit/
Theme

Standards Resources ACT Standard Advanced Path

Days 1-6:      “Desiree’s Baby” / DGP Week 1 and 2
Days 7-8:      “Letter to His Son”/ DGP Week 3
Days 9-12: Warriors Don’t Cry Chapters 1-6 / DGP Week 4
Days 13-16: WDC chapters 7-12 / DGP Week 5
Days 17-19: WDC chapters 13-18 / DGP Week 6
Days 20-24: WDC Essay Instruction / DGP Week 7
Days 25-26:  “Mother to Son” and “Midway”

Freedom

(Analysis)

Literature

1. Cite strong and thorough textual
evidence to support analysis of what
the text says explicitly as well as
inferences drawn from the text.
[RL.9-10.1]

2 Determine a theme or central idea
of a text and analyze in detail its
development over the course of the
text,including how it emerges and is
shaped and refined by specific
details; provide an objective
summary of the text. [RL. 9-10.2]

3. Analyze how complex characters
develop over the course of a text,
interact with other characters, and
advance the plot or develop the
theme. [RL.9-10.3]

4. Determine the meaning of words
and phrases as they are used in the
text, including figurative and
connotative meanings; analyze the
cumulative impact of specific word
choices on meaning and tone.
[RL.9-10.4]

5. Analyze how an author’s choices
concerning how to structure a text,
order events within it (e.g., parallel
plots), and manipulate time (e.g.,
pacing, flashbacks) create such
effects as mystery, tension, or
surprise. [RL. 9-10.5]

6. Analyze a particular point of view
or cultural experience reflected in a
work of early American literature to
1900,drawing on a wide range of
American literature. [RL. 9-10.6]

Major Works:
Warriors Don’t Cry

Other Works:
“Letter to His Son” by Robert
E. Lee
“Desiree’s Baby” by Kate
Chopin

Supplemental Poetry:
“Mother to Son” by Langston
Hughes
“Midway” By Naomi Long
Madgett

Supplemental Resources:
Daily Grammar Practice
ACT Practice
Various articles from
CommonLit or Newsela.

TOD 401:  Determine
relevance of material in
terms of the focus of the
essay

TOD 402: Identify the
purpose of a word or
phrase when the purpose is
straightforward (e.g.,
describing a person, giving
examples)

TOD 403: Use a word,
phrase, or sentence to
accomplish a
straightforward purpose

KLA 401: Delete redundant
and wordy material when
the problem is contained
within a single phrase

KLA 402: Revise
expressions that deviate
from the style and tone of
the essay

KLA 403: Determine the
need for conjunctions to
create straightforward
logical links between
clauses

KLA 404: Use the word or
phrase most appropriate in
terms of the content of the
sentence when the
vocabulary is relatively
common

PUN 401: Delete commas
when an incorrect
understanding of the
sentence suggests a pause
that should be punctuated

-Greater focus on
independent reading
and higher-level
thinking/comprehensio
n
-Additional
supplemental texts for
text
comparisons
-Integration of difficult
texts for student
understanding

Regular Language Arts
-2 literature short texts
-1 extended text
literature
-Text levels – 10

Advanced Language
Arts
(*including, but not
limited to)
-Paired text and
additional writing
component for
Summer Reading
Assignment.
-Text levels – 10 and
above

-5 paragraph essay
written at the end of
each unit
-Rubrics are more
detailed and reflect a
higher expectation for
detail and depth
-Students will self
annotate and edit

Emphasis on assessing
grammar in writing
versus explicit



7. Analyze various accounts of a
subject told in different artistic
mediums determining which details
are emphasized in each account. [RI.
9-10.7]

8. Analyze how an author draws on
and transforms source material in a
specific work (e.g., how Shakespeare
treats atheme or topic from Ovid or
the Bible or how early American
authors draw upon the Bible for
religious themes and issues).
[RL.9-10.9]

9. By the end of Grade 10, read and
comprehend literature, including
stories, dramas, and poems, in
Grades 9-10 text complexity band
independently and proficiently, with
scaffolding as needed at the high end
of the range [RL. 9-10.10]

Informational Text

10. Cite strong and thorough textual
evidence to support analysis of what
the text says explicitly as well as
inferences drawn from the text. [RI.
9–10.1]

11. Determine a central idea of a text
and analyze its development over
the course of the text, including how
it emerges and is shaped and refined
by specific details; provide an
objective summary of the text.
[RI.9-10.2]

15. Determine the author’s point of
view or purpose in a text and analyze
how an author uses rhetoric to
advance that point of view or
purpose. [RI.9-10.6]

16. Analyze various accounts of a
subject told in different mediums
(example: a person’s life story in
both print and multimedia) ,
determining which details are
emphasized in each account. [RI.
9-10.7]

18.  Analyze seminal United States
documents of historical and literary
significance (e.g., Washington’s
FarewellAddress, the Gettysburg
Address), including how they
address related themes and
concepts. [RI. 9-10.9]

19. Analyze seventeenth, eighteenth,
and nineteenth-century foundational
United States documents of
historical and literary significance
(including The Declaration of
Independence, the Preamble to the

PUN 402: Delete
apostrophes used
incorrectly to form plural
nouns

PUN 403: Use commas to
avoid obvious ambiguity

PUN 404: Use commas to
set off simple parenthetical
elements

SST 401: Recognize and
correct marked
disturbances in sentence
structure

USG 401: Use the correct
comparative or superlative
adjective or adverb form
depending on context

USG 402: Ensure
subject-verb agreement
when there is some text
between the subject and
verb

USG 403: Use idiomatically
appropriate prepositions,
especially in combination
with verbs

USG 404: Recognize and
correct expressions that
deviate from idiomatic
English

ORG 401: Determine the
need for transition words or
phrases to establish
straightforward logical
relationships

ORG 402: Determine the
most logical place for a
sentence in a
straightforward essay

ORG 403: Provide an
introduction to a
straightforward paragraph

ORG 404: Provide a
straightforward conclusion
to a paragraph or essay

ORG 405: Rearrange the
sentences in a
straightforward paragraph
for the sake of logic

grammar instruction

-Greater depth and
number of discussions
-Socratic Seminar
-Students respond in
multiple modes



Constitution, the Bill of Rights,and
Lincoln’s Second Inaugural Address)
for their themes, purposes, and
rhetorical features. [RI. 11-12.9]

20. By the end of Grade 10, read and
comprehend literary nonfiction in the
Grades 9-10 text complexity band
proficiently, with scaffolding as
needed at the high end of the range.
[RI. 9-10.10]

Informational Text

22. Write informative or explanatory
texts to examine and convey
complex ideas, concepts, and
information clearly and accurately
through the effective selection,
organization, and analysis of content.
[W.9-10-2]

24. Produce clear and coherent
writing in which the development,
organization, and style are
appropriate to task,purpose and
audience. [W.9-10.4]

25. Develop and strengthen writing
as needed by planning, revising,
editing, rewriting, or trying a new
approach,focusing on addressing
what is most significant for a specific
purpose and audience. [W.9-10.5]

30. Write routinely over extended
time frames, including time for
research, reflection, and revision,
and shorter time frames such as a
single sitting or a day or two for a
range of tasks, purposes, and
audiences. [W. 9-10.10]

Speaking and Listening

31. Initiate and participate in varied
collaborative discussions
(one-on-one, groups, teacher led)
with diverse partners onGrade 10
topics, texts, and issues, building on
others’ ideas and expressing their
own clearly and persuasively.
[SL.9-10.1]

33.  Evaluate a speaker’s point of
view, reasoning, and use of evidence
and rhetoric, identifying any
fallacious reason ingor exaggerated
or distorted evidence. [SL.9-10.3]

34. Present information, findings, and
supporting evidence clearly,
concisely, and logically such that
listeners can follow the line of
reasoning and the organization,
development, substance, and style



are appropriate to purpose,audience,
and task. [SL. 9-10.4]

35. Make a strategic use of digital
media (textual, graphical, audio,
visual, and interactive elements) in
presentations to enhance
understanding of findings,
reasonsing, and evidence and to add
interest. [SL. 9-10.5]

Language Standards

37. Demonstrate command of the
conventions of Standard English
grammar and usage when writing or
speaking. [L.9-10.1]

38. Demonstrate command of the
conventions of Standard English
capitalization, punctuation, and
spelling when writing. [L.9–10.2]

39. Apply knowledge of language to
understand how language functions
in different contexts, to make
effective choices for meaning or
style, and to comprehend more fully
when reading or listening. [L.9-10.3]

40. Determine or clarify the meaning
of unknown and multiple-meaning
words and phrases based on Grade
10 reading and content, choosing
flexibly from a range of strategies.
[L.9–10.4]

41. Demonstrate understanding of
figurative language, word
relationships, and nuances in word
meanings. [L. 9-10.5]

42. Acquire and use accurate general
academic and domain-specific
words and phrases, sufficient for
reading, writing,speaking, and
listening at the college and career
readiness level; demonstrate
independence in gathering
vocabulary knowledge when
considering a word or phrase
important to comprehension or
expression. [L.9-10.6]



Decatur City Schools
Pacing Guide 2020-2021

English Language Arts 10th Grade
2nd Nine Weeks

Unit/
Theme

Standards Resources ACT Standard Advanced Path

Day 1:       “Washington Crossing the Delaware” / DGP Week 8
Day 2-4:    “Sinners”/ Week 8
Day 5-8:    “Speech at the Virginia Convention” / DGP Week 9
Day 9-10:   “Declaration of Independence”
Day 11-14: “Declaration of Independence” Essay instruction
Day 15-16:  Poetry- “The Star Spangled Banner” / “America”

Freedom
throughou
t History

(Rhetorical
Appeals)

Literature

1.Cite strong and thorough textual
evidence to support analysis of
what the text says explicitly as well
as inferences drawn from the text.
[RL.9-10.1]

2 Determine a theme or central idea
of a text and analyze in detail its
development over the course of the
text,including how it emerges and is
shaped and refined by specific
details; provide an objective
summary of the text. [RL. 9-10.2]

4. Determine the meaning of words
and phrases as they are used in the
text, including figurative and
connotative meanings; analyze the
cumulative impact of specific word
choices on meaning and tone.
[RL.9-10.4]

6. Analyze a particular point of view
or cultural experience reflected in a
work of early American literature to
1900,drawing on a wide range of
American literature. [RL. 9-10.6]

7. Analyze various accounts of a
subject told in different artistic
mediums determining which details
are emphasized in each account. [RI.
9-10.7]

8 Analyze how an author draws on
and transforms source material in a
specific work (e.g., how
Shakespeare treats atheme or topic
from Ovid or the Bible or how early
American authors draw upon the
Bible for religious themes and
issues). [RL.9-10.9]

Informational Text

Major Works:
“Washington Crossing the
Delaware”
“Washington Crossing the
Delaware”
“Sinners in the Hands of an
Angry God” by Jonathan
Edwards
“Speech at the Virginia
Convention” by Patrick Henry
“The Declaration of
Independence” by Thomas

Supplemental Poetry:
“The Star Spangled Banner”
by Francis Scott Key
“America” by Walt Whitman

Supplemental Resources:
Daily Grammar Practice
ACT Practice
Various articles from
CommonLit or Newsela.
Various Graphic Organizers

TOD 401:  Determine
relevance of material in
terms of the focus of the
essay

TOD 402: Identify the
purpose of a word or
phrase when the purpose is
straightforward (e.g.,
describing a person, giving
examples)

TOD 403: Use a word,
phrase, or sentence to
accomplish a
straightforward purpose

KLA 401: Delete redundant
and wordy material when
the problem is contained
within a single phrase

KLA 402: Revise
expressions that deviate
from the style and tone of
the essay

KLA 403: Determine the
need for conjunctions to
create straightforward
logical links between
clauses

KLA 404: Use the word or
phrase most appropriate in
terms of the content of the
sentence when the
vocabulary is relatively
common

PUN 401: Delete commas
when an incorrect
understanding of the
sentence suggests a pause
that should be punctuated

-Greater focus on
independent reading
and higher-level
thinking/comprehensio
n
-Additional
supplemental texts for
text
comparisons
-Integration of difficult
texts for student
understanding

Regular Language Arts
-2 literature short texts
-1 extended text
literature
-Text levels – 10

Advanced Language
Arts
(*including, but not
limited to)
-Paired text and
additional writing
component for
Summer Reading
Assignment.
-Text levels – 10 and
above

-5 paragraph essay
written at the end of
each unit
-Rubrics are more
detailed and reflect a
higher expectation for
detail and depth
-Students will self
annotate and edit

Emphasis on assessing
grammar in writing
versus explicit
grammar instruction



10. Cite strong and thorough textual
evidence to support analysis of
what the text says explicitly as well
as inferences drawn from the text.
[RI. 9–10.1]

11. Determine a central idea of a text
and analyze its development over
the course of the text, including
how it emerges and is shaped and
refined by specific details; provide
an objective summary of the text.
[RI.9-10.2]

12. Analyze how the author unfolds
an analysis or series of ideas or
events, including the order in which
the points are made, how they are
introduced and developed, and the
connections that are drawn
between them. [RI. 9-10.3]

13. Determine the meaning of words
and phrases as they are used in a
text, including figurative,
connotative, and technical
meanings; analyze the cumulative
impact of specific word choices on
meaning and tone (e.g., how the
language of a court opinion differs
from that of a newspaper).
[RI.9-10.4]

14. Analyze in detail how an author’s
ideas or claims are developed and
refined by particular sentences,
paragraphs, or larger portions of a
text(e.g., a section or chapter).
[RI.9-10.5]

15. Determine the author’s point of
view or purpose in a text and
analyze how an author uses rhetoric
to advance that point of view or
purpose. [RI.9-10.6]

17.  Delineate and evaluate the
argument and specific claims in a
text, assessing whether the
reasoning is valid and the evidence
is relevant and sufficient; identify
false statements and fallacious
reasoning. [RI .9-10.8]

Writing

21. Write arguments to support
claims in an analysis of
substantive topics or texts, using
valid reasoning and relevant and
sufficient evidence. [W.9-10.1]

22. Write informative or
explanatory texts to examine and
convey complex ideas, concepts,

PUN 402: Delete
apostrophes used
incorrectly to form plural
nouns

PUN 403: Use commas to
avoid obvious ambiguity

PUN 404: Use commas to
set off simple parenthetical
elements

SST 401: Recognize and
correct marked
disturbances in sentence
structure

USG 401: Use the correct
comparative or superlative
adjective or adverb form
depending on context

USG 402: Ensure
subject-verb agreement
when there is some text
between the subject and
verb

USG 403: Use idiomatically
appropriate prepositions,
especially in combination
with verbs

USG 404: Recognize and
correct expressions that
deviate from idiomatic
English

ORG 401: Determine the
need for transition words or
phrases to establish
straightforward logical
relationships

ORG 402: Determine the
most logical place for a
sentence in a
straightforward essay

ORG 403: Provide an
introduction to a
straightforward paragraph

ORG 404: Provide a
straightforward conclusion
to a paragraph or essay

ORG 405: Rearrange the
sentences in a
straightforward paragraph
for the sake of logic

-Greater depth and
number of discussions
-Socratic Seminar
-Students respond in
multiple modes



and information clearly and
accurately through the effective
selection, organization, and analysis
of content. [W.9-10-2]

24. Produce clear and coherent
writing in which the development,
organization, and style are
appropriate to task,purpose and
audience. [W.9-10.4]

25. Develop and strengthen writing
as needed by planning, revising,
editing, rewriting, or trying a new
approach,focusing on addressing
what is most significant for a
specific purpose and audience.
[W.9-10.5]

29. Draw evidence from literary or
informational texts to support
analysis, reflection, and research.
[W.9-10.9]

30. Write routinely over extended
time frames, including time for
research, reflection, and revision,
and shorter time frames such as a
single sitting or a day or two for a
range of tasks, purposes, and
audiences. [W. 9-10.10]

Speaking and Listening

31. Initiate and participate in varied
collaborative discussions
(one-on-one, groups, teacher led)
with diverse partners onGrade 10
topics, texts, and issues, building on
others’ ideas and expressing their
own clearly and persuasively.
[SL.9-10.1]

32. Integrate multiple sources of
information presented in diverse
media or formats (e.g., visually,
quantitatively, orally), evaluating the
credibility and accuracy of each
source. [SL.9-10.2]

34. Present information, findings,
and supporting evidence clearly,
concisely, and logically such that
listeners can follow the line of
reasoning and the organization,
development, substance, and style
are appropriate to
purpose,audience, and task. [SL.
9-10.4]

36. Adapt speech to a variety of
contexts and tasks, demonstrating
command of formal English when
indicated or appropriate. (See
Grade10 Language standards 37



and39 for specific expectations.)
[SL.9-10.6]

Language Standards

38. Demonstrate command of the
conventions of Standard English
capitalization, punctuation, and
spelling when writing. [L.9–10.2]

40. Determine or clarify the
meaning of unknown and
multiple-meaning words and
phrases based on Grade 10 reading
and content, choosing flexibly from
a range of strategies. [L.9–10.4]

42. Acquire and use accurate
general academic and
domain-specific words and
phrases, sufficient for reading,
writing,speaking, and listening at the
college and career readiness level;
demonstrate independence in
gathering vocabulary knowledge
when considering a word or phrase
important to comprehension or
expression. [L.9-10.6]
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English Language Arts 10th Grade
3rd Nine Weeks

Unit/
Theme

Standards Resources ACT Standard Advanced Path

Justice

(Research
Paper)

1. Cite strong and thorough textual
evidence to support analysis of what
the text says explicitly as well as
inferences drawn from the text.
[RL.9-10.1]

2 Determine a theme or central idea
of a text and analyze in detail its
development over the course of the
text,including how it emerges and is
shaped and refined by specific
details; provide an objective
summary of the text. [RL. 9-10.2]

3. Analyze how complex characters
develop over the course of a text,
interact with other characters, and
advance the plot or develop the
theme. [RL.9-10.3]

4. Determine the meaning of words
and phrases as they are used in the
text, including figurative and
connotative meanings; analyze the
cumulative impact of specific word
choices on meaning and tone.
[RL.9-10.4]

6. Analyze a particular point of view
or cultural experience reflected in a
work of early American literature to
1900,drawing on a wide range of
American literature. [RL. 9-10.6]

8. Analyze how an author draws on
and transforms source material in a
specific work (e.g., how Shakespeare
treats atheme or topic from Ovid or
the Bible or how early American
authors draw upon the Bible for
religious themes and issues).
[RL.9-10.9]

10. By the end of Grade 10, read and
comprehend literature, including
stories, dramas, and poems, in
Grades 9-10 text complexity band
independently and proficiently, with
scaffolding as needed at the high end
of the range [RL. 9-10.10]

Informational Text

Major Works:
The Scarlet Letter by
Nathaniel Hawthorne

Supplemental Novels:
Wicked Girls: A Novel of the
Salem Witch Trials by
Stephanie Hemphill
A Separate Peace by John
Knowles

Other Works:
“Outcast of Poker Flat” by
Bret Harte
“The Minister’s Black Veil” by
Nathaniel Hawthrone
“The Masque of the Red
Death” by Edgar Allen Poe

Supplemental Poetry:
“Annabel Lee” by Edgar Allan
Poe
“Because I could not stop for
Death” by Emily Dickinson

Supplemental Resources:
Daily Grammar Practice
ACT Practice
Various articles from
CommonLit or Newsela.
Various Graphic Organizers
AEC paragraphs
AVL Research Database

TOD 401:  Determine
relevance of material in
terms of the focus of the
essay

TOD 402: Identify the
purpose of a word or
phrase when the purpose is
straightforward (e.g.,
describing a person, giving
examples)

TOD 403: Use a word,
phrase, or sentence to
accomplish a
straightforward purpose

KLA 401: Delete redundant
and wordy material when
the problem is contained
within a single phrase

KLA 402: Revise
expressions that deviate
from the style and tone of
the essay

KLA 403: Determine the
need for conjunctions to
create straightforward
logical links between
clauses

KLA 404: Use the word or
phrase most appropriate in
terms of the content of the
sentence when the
vocabulary is relatively
common

PUN 401: Delete commas
when an incorrect
understanding of the
sentence suggests a pause
that should be punctuated

PUN 402: Delete
apostrophes used
incorrectly to form plural
nouns

PUN 403: Use commas to
avoid obvious ambiguity

-Greater focus on
independent reading
and higher-level
thinking/comprehensio
n
-Additional
supplemental texts for
text
comparisons
-Integration of difficult
texts for student
understanding

Regular Language Arts
-2 literature short texts
-1 extended text
literature
-Text levels – 10

Advanced Language
Arts
(*including, but not
limited to)
-Paired text and
additional writing
component for
Summer Reading
Assignment.
-Text levels – 10 and
above

-5 paragraph essay
written at the end of
each unit
-Rubrics are more
detailed and reflect a
higher expectation for
detail and depth
-Students will self
annotate and edit

Emphasis on assessing
grammar in writing
versus explicit
grammar instruction

-Greater depth and
number of discussions
-Socratic Seminar
-Students respond in
multiple modes



10. Cite strong and thorough textual
evidence to support analysis of what
the text says explicitly as well as
inferences drawn from the text. [RI.
9–10.1]

11. Determine a central idea of a text
and analyze its development over
the course of the text, including how
it emerges and is shaped and refined
by specific details; provide an
objective summary of the text.
[RI.9-10.2]

13 Determine the meaning of words
and phrases as they are used in a
text, including figurative,
connotative, and technical meanings;
analyze the cumulative impact of
specific word choices on meaning
and tone (e.g., how the language of a
court opinion differs from that of a
newspaper). [RI.9-10.4]

14 Analyze in detail how an author’s
ideas or claims are developed and
refined by particular sentences,
paragraphs, or larger portions of a
text(e.g., a section or chapter).
[RI.9-10.5]

15. Determine the author’s point of
view or purpose in a text and analyze
how an author uses rhetoric to
advance that point of view or
purpose. [RI.9-10.6]

17.  Delineate and evaluate the
argument and specific claims in a
text, assessing whether the
reasoning is valid and the evidence is
relevant and sufficient; identify false
statements and fallacious reasoning.
[RI .9-10.8]

Writing

22. Write informative or
explanatory texts to examine and
convey complex ideas, concepts,
and information clearly and
accurately through the effective
selection, organization, and analysis
of content. [W.9-10-2]

24. Produce clear and coherent
writing in which the development,
organization, and style are
appropriate to task,purpose and
audience. [W.9-10.4]

25. Develop and strengthen writing
as needed by planning, revising,
editing, rewriting, or trying a new
approach,focusing on addressing
what is most significant for a specific
purpose and audience. [W.9-10.5]

PUN 404: Use commas to
set off simple parenthetical
elements

SST 401: Recognize and
correct marked
disturbances in sentence
structure

USG 401: Use the correct
comparative or superlative
adjective or adverb form
depending on context

USG 402: Ensure
subject-verb agreement
when there is some text
between the subject and
verb

USG 403: Use idiomatically
appropriate prepositions,
especially in combination
with verbs

USG 404: Recognize and
correct expressions that
deviate from idiomatic
English

ORG 401: Determine the
need for transition words or
phrases to establish
straightforward logical
relationships

ORG 402: Determine the
most logical place for a
sentence in a
straightforward essay

ORG 403: Provide an
introduction to a
straightforward paragraph

ORG 404: Provide a
straightforward conclusion
to a paragraph or essay

ORG 405: Rearrange the
sentences in a
straightforward paragraph
for the sake of logic



26. Use technology, including the
Internet, to produce, publish, and
update individual or shared writing
products, taking advantage of
technology's capacity to link to other
information and to display
information flexibly and dynamically.
[W.9-10.6]

27. Conduct short as well as more
sustained research projects to
answer a question (including a
self-generated question) or solve a
problem;narrow or broaden the
inquiry when appropriate; synthesize
multiple sources on the subject,
demonstrating understanding of the
subject under investigation.
[W.9-10.7]

28.  Gather relevant information from
multiple authoritative print and
digital sources, using advanced
searches effectively; assess the
usefulness of each source in
answering the research question;
and integrate information into the
text selectively to maintain the flow
of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and
following a standard format for
citation. [W.9-10.8]

29. Draw evidence from literary or
informational texts to support
analysis, reflection, and research.
[W.9-10.9]

30. Write routinely over extended
time frames, including time for
research, reflection, and revision,
and shorter time frames such as a
single sitting or a day or two for a
range of tasks, purposes, and
audiences. [W. 9-10.10]

Speaking and Listening

31. Initiate and participate in varied
collaborative discussions
(one-on-one, groups, teacher led)
with diverse partners onGrade 10
topics, texts, and issues, building on
others’ ideas and expressing their
own clearly and persuasively.
[SL.9-10.1]

32. Integrate multiple sources of
information presented in diverse
media or formats (e.g., visually,
quantitatively, orally), evaluating the
credibility and accuracy of each
source. [SL.9-10.2]

34. Present information, findings, and
supporting evidence clearly,
concisely, and logically such that



listeners can follow the line of
reasoning and the organization,
development, substance, and style
are appropriate to purpose,audience,
and task. [SL. 9-10.4]

36. Adapt speech to a variety of
contexts and tasks, demonstrating
command of formal English when
indicated or appropriate. [SL.9-10.6]

Language Standards

38. Demonstrate command of the
conventions of Standard English
capitalization, punctuation, and
spelling when writing. [L.9–10.2]

40. Determine or clarify the meaning
of unknown and multiple-meaning
words and phrases based on Grade
10 reading and content, choosing
flexibly from a range of strategies.
[L.9–10.4]

42. Acquire and use accurate general
academic and domain-specific
words and phrases, sufficient for
reading, writing,speaking, and
listening at the college and career
readiness level; demonstrate
independence in gathering
vocabulary knowledge when
considering a word or phrase
important to comprehension or
expression. [L.9-10.6]
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English Language Arts 10th Grade
4th Nine Weeks

Unit/
Theme

Standards Resources ACT Standard Advanced Path

Search for
the Ideal
World

Literature

1.  Cite strong and thorough textual
evidence to support analysis of what
the text says explicitly as well as
inferences drawn from the text.
[RL.9-10.1]

2. Determine a theme or central idea
of a text and analyze in detail its
development over the course of the
text,including how it emerges and is
shaped and refined by specific
details; provide an objective
summary of the text. [RL. 9-10.2]

3. Analyze how complex characters
develop over the course of a text,
interact with other characters, and
advance the plot or develop the
theme. [RL.9-10.3]

4. Determine the meaning of words
and phrases as they are used in the
text, including figurative and
connotative meanings; analyze the
cumulative impact of specific word
choices on meaning and tone.
[RL.9-10.4]

7. Analyze various accounts of a
subject told in different artistic
mediums determining which details
are emphasized in each account. [RI.
9-10.7]

9. By the end of Grade 10, read and
comprehend literature, including
stories, dramas, and poems, in
Grades 9-10 text complexity band
independently and proficiently, with
scaffolding as needed at the high end
of the range [RL. 9-10.10]

Informational Text

10. Cite strong and thorough textual
evidence to support analysis of what
the text says explicitly as well as
inferences drawn from the text. [RI.
9–10.1]

Major Works:
The Tragedy of Julius Caesar
by William Shakespeare

Other Works:
“The Gettysburg Address” by
Abraham Lincoln
“Second Inaugural Address”
by Abraham Lincoln

Supplemental Resources:
Daily Grammar Practice
ACT Practice
Various articles from
CommonLit or Newsela.
AEC paragraphs and graphic
organizers

TOD 401:  Determine
relevance of material in
terms of the focus of the
essay

TOD 402: Identify the
purpose of a word or
phrase when the purpose is
straightforward (e.g.,
describing a person, giving
examples)

TOD 403: Use a word,
phrase, or sentence to
accomplish a
straightforward purpose

KLA 401: Delete redundant
and wordy material when
the problem is contained
within a single phrase

KLA 402: Revise
expressions that deviate
from the style and tone of
the essay

KLA 403: Determine the
need for conjunctions to
create straightforward
logical links between
clauses

KLA 404: Use the word or
phrase most appropriate in
terms of the content of the
sentence when the
vocabulary is relatively
common

PUN 401: Delete commas
when an incorrect
understanding of the
sentence suggests a pause
that should be punctuated

PUN 402: Delete
apostrophes used
incorrectly to form plural
nouns

PUN 403: Use commas to
avoid obvious ambiguity

-Greater focus on
independent reading
and higher-level
thinking/comprehensio
n
-Additional
supplemental texts for
text
comparisons
-Integration of difficult
texts for student
understanding

Regular Language Arts
-2 literature short texts
-1 extended text
literature
-Text levels – 10

Advanced Language
Arts
(*including, but not
limited to)
-Paired text and
additional writing
component for
Summer Reading
Assignment.
-Text levels – 10 and
above

-5 paragraph essay
written at the end of
each unit
-Rubrics are more
detailed and reflect a
higher expectation for
detail and depth
-Students will self
annotate and edit

Emphasis on assessing
grammar in writing
versus explicit
grammar instruction

-Greater depth and
number of discussions
-Socratic Seminar
-Students respond in
multiple modes



11. Determine a central idea of a text
and analyze its development over
the course of the text, including how
it emerges and is shaped and refined
by specific details; provide an
objective summary of the text.
[RI.9-10.2]

15. Determine the author’s point of
view or purpose in a text and analyze
how an author uses rhetoric to
advance that point of view or
purpose. [RI.9-10.6]

20. By the end of Grade 10, read and
comprehend literary nonfiction in the
Grades 9-10 text complexity band
proficiently, with scaffolding as
needed at the high end of the range.
[RI. 9-10.10]

Writing

22. Write informative or explanatory
texts to examine and convey
complex ideas, concepts, and
information clearly and accurately
through the effective selection,
organization, and analysis of content.
[W.9-10-2]

23. Write narratives to develop real
or imagined experiences or events
using effective technique,
well-chosen details, and
well-structured event sequences.
[W.9-10.3]

24. Produce clear and coherent
writing in which the development,
organization, and style are
appropriate to task,purpose and
audience. [W.9-10.4]

25. Develop and strengthen writing
as needed by planning, revising,
editing, rewriting, or trying a new
approach,focusing on addressing
what is most significant for a specific
purpose and audience. [W.9-10.5]

30. Write routinely over extended
time frames, including time for
research, reflection, and revision,
and shorter time frames such as a
single sitting or a day or two for a
range of tasks, purposes, and
audiences. [W. 9-10.10]

Speaking and Listening

31. Initiate and participate in varied
collaborative discussions
(one-on-one, groups, teacher led)
with diverse partners onGrade 10

PUN 404: Use commas to
set off simple parenthetical
elements

SST 401: Recognize and
correct marked
disturbances in sentence
structure

USG 401: Use the correct
comparative or superlative
adjective or adverb form
depending on context

USG 402: Ensure
subject-verb agreement
when there is some text
between the subject and
verb

USG 403: Use idiomatically
appropriate prepositions,
especially in combination
with verbs

USG 404: Recognize and
correct expressions that
deviate from idiomatic
English

ORG 401: Determine the
need for transition words or
phrases to establish
straightforward logical
relationships

ORG 402: Determine the
most logical place for a
sentence in a
straightforward essay

ORG 403: Provide an
introduction to a
straightforward paragraph

ORG 404: Provide a
straightforward conclusion
to a paragraph or essay

ORG 405: Rearrange the
sentences in a
straightforward paragraph
for the sake of logic



topics, texts, and issues, building on
others’ ideas and expressing their
own clearly and persuasively.
[SL.9-10.1]

32. Integrate multiple sources of
information presented in diverse
media or formats (e.g., visually,
quantitatively, orally), evaluating the
credibility and accuracy of each
source. [SL.9-10.2]

34. Present information, findings, and
supporting evidence clearly,
concisely, and logically such that
listeners can follow the line of
reasoning and the organization,
development, substance, and style
are appropriate to purpose,audience,
and task. [SL. 9-10.4]

Language Standards

38. Demonstrate command of the
conventions of Standard English
capitalization, punctuation, and
spelling when writing. [L.9–10.2]

40. Determine or clarify the meaning
of unknown and multiple-meaning
words and phrases based on Grade
10 reading and content, choosing
flexibly from a range of strategies.
[L.9–10.4]

42. Acquire and use accurate general
academic and domain-specific
words and phrases, sufficient for
reading, writing,speaking, and
listening at the college and career
readiness level; demonstrate
independence in gathering
vocabulary knowledge when
considering a word or phrase
important to comprehension or
expression. [L.9-10.6]


