Lubbock-Cooper

How do I sign my
child up?

Independent School District

Any Lubbock-Cooper qualifying pre-kindergarten or kindergarten student is
eligible to apply for the LCISD Dual
Language Program. While the program will
be hosted at Central Elementary, students
at all LCISD elementary campuses are
welcome to apply. Student enrollment
selection will be based on a lottery process.
There are limited spots available. In accordance with state law, there must not be
more English-only students than English
language learners in a dual language
classroom.
To apply for enrollment for your child,
contact Central Elementary to set up a
meeting with the Dual Language Program
team. You will be provided additional
information, your questions will be
answered, and program specifics will be
discussed.
Children applying for enrollment will be
administered a language proficiency test
to help determine eligibility. Parents will be
required to sign an informed consent for
committment prior to child’s enrollment.
If you are interested in applying for enrollment for your child, contact the Lubbock-Cooper Central Elementary office.

For more information, visit:
www.lcisd.net

or contact:
Sandra Jimenez
Coordinator of Multilingual Programs
(806) 776-2150 ext. 7212
sjimenez@lcisd.net
Candice Cross
Principal
Lubbock-Cooper Central Elementary
(806) 776-2150 ext. 7000
ccross@lcisd.net

Dual Language
Program

What is a dual language
program?
A dual language program is an academic
program that is taught in two languages.
Lubbock-Cooper ISD’s Dual Language
Program will be taught in English and
Spanish.
A dual language program offers an enriched
bilingual experience for learners during a
time when their minds are best able to
absorb new content, including a second
language.
Dual language programs are designed to
develop English/home language fluency,
content knowledge, and academic
language in both languages. The program
will provide students opportunities to use
all their linguistic resources to solve problems and complete tasks.
The Lubbock-Cooper ISD Dual Language
Program will be a two-way program, meaning that approximately half of the students
are native Spanish speakers, and approximately half of the students are native
English speakers.
The goal of a dual language program is for
students to become proficient in both
languages (bilingual and biliterate). Consistent and intentional program is necessary to
reach this goal.
The Lubbock-Cooper ISD Dual Language
Program will be supported by parent communication, continued research and updated instructional materials, and community
involvement.

To have a second language
is to possess a second soul.
- Charlemagne

What can I expect from a dual language program?
Research shows that children who participate
and remain in a bilingual program have more
positive outcomes in reading and mathematics achievement, grade point average, attendance, school completion, and attitudes
toward school and self than students who do
not participate in bilingual programs.
Students in bilingual programs are able to
better focus attention and switch between
tasks.
The Lubbock-Cooper ISD Dual Language
Program will currently be offered only at
Central Elementary. Full dual language will be
implemented for pre-kindergarten and kindergarten students, and a transitional plan will be
implemented for grades 1-4 (one grade level
added each year through 2022).
The effectiveness of a two-way dual language
program is based on commitment to the full
length of the program, meaning that students
should plan to be part of the program through
their entire elementary school career.
The program will focus on core academic
curriculum and quality instruction in both
languages, the separation of the two languag-

es, and the use of the partner language at
least 50% of the time. Peer support will be
utilized - ideally, English-speaking students
and Spanish-speaking students will be
partnered, increasing awareness and
submersion in the partner language.
The success of the dual language program
will depend heavily on active parent-school
partnerships. In addition to a multi-year
parent commitment, parents are expected
to assist children with home reading and
vocabulary exercises and to stay informed of
classroom activity. Parents will receive
support and resources to help them best
assist their children.
The benefits of a dual language program
and biliteracy in general include healthy
identity formation, enhanced cognitive
flexibility and communication skills, and
expanded capacity to think divergently for
students. Benefits extend beyond students.
Families and communities experience
increased cohesion, greater economic
opportunity, more scientific and cultural
creativity, and enhanced communication.

