
Section 2001(i)(1) of the ARP Act requires each LEA that receives ARP ESSER funds to develop 
and make publicly available on the LEA’s website, no later than 30 days after receiving ARP 
ESSER funds, a plan for the safe return to in-person instruction and continuity of services for 
all schools (Safe Return Plan) A Safe Return Plan is required of all fund recipients, including 
those that have already returned to in-person instruction. Section 2001(i)(2) of the ARP Act 
further requires that the LEA seek public comment on the Safe Return Plan and take those 
comments into account in finalization of the Safe Return Plan. Under the interim final 
requirements published in Volume 86, No. 76 of the Federal Register by the U.S. Department 
of Education (USDE), an LEA must periodically, but no less frequently than every six months 
through September 30, 2023, review and, as appropriate, revise its Safe Return Plan. 

The safe return to on-campus operations relies on each member of the Arkansas Arts Academy 
learning community exercising common sense, good judgment, and practicing the health and 
safety guidance that is based on guidance from the AAA Board of Directors, state of Arkansas, 
the Arkansas Department of Health and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 

For the safety of our community, all employees, students and visitors should: 

In accordance with CDC guidance and Arkansas law, Arkansas Arts Academy no longer requires 
face coverings to be worn while on campus. Face coverings are optional for students, teachers, 
and visitors. We will continue to follow safety measures including social distancing when 
feasible, handwashing, avoiding large crowds and gatherings, encouraging students to cover 
coughs and sneezes, cleaning and disinfecting of high touch areas, and self-monitoring for any 
symptoms.  Individuals twelve and older are encouraged to get vaccinated and those not 
vaccinated are encouraged to wear a mask. Even with the relaxation of COVID restrictions and 
the decrease in cases of COVID-19 in our community, we understand some people will continue 
to wear a mask. As a matter of privacy, you will never be asked to disclose your vaccination 
status. In the event you need to meet with a teacher or administrator, please know we will 
work to accommodate a meeting space that ensures you feel safe (i.e., masking for those 
present, virtual meeting, social distancing).  (Note this text, as part of an updated mask 
protocol, is pending approval by Arkansas Arts Academy School Board at the July 2021 School 
Board meeting) 

PREPARING FOR FALL SEMESTER 

The Arkansas Arts Academy plans to follow the academic calendar that has already been 
established.  A virtual learning opportunity is currently under review by the state. 

While these plans and new protocols have been developed to minimize risk with a goal of 
returning to on-campus operations in the fall, the school will be prepared to shift back to a 
remote environment if conditions change.  
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