
HONORING OUR GRADS
400 students join the ranks of alumni

page 2

A GREAT YEAR OF ODYSSEYS
The Imagination Lab continued serving 
Plainfield elementary students this year

page 4

CELEBRATING RETIREES
Saying thank you, congratulations, and 
happy retirement

page 6 

w hat  a ye ar !
Despite the uncertainty so many of us felt 
in July and August, this school year has been 
filled with joy, learning, and success stories. 

In Indiana and across the country, many 
schools have yet to return to in-person 
learning. In Plainfield, our students were 
in-person all year, and here are just some 
of their accomplishments:

- Academic successes at all grade levels
- Many victories and championships for fall, 

winter and spring student-athletes
- Virtual field trips spanning the world
- Virtual Family Odyssey STEM Nights
- Beautiful plays, concerts and art galleries
- Nursery Rhyme Olympics
- Walkathon, Field Days and Kindy 500
- 100th Day Fashion Show, Wax Museum
- We The People, DECA, and HOSA titles
- LQA, 5th, 8th grade celebrations
- Fancy Nancy Day
- Junior Achievement Remote BizTown, and
- Parent volunteers who found creative 

solutions while working tirelessly

Plainfield students, parents and staff rose 
to the occasion and made 2020-2021 a most  
successful year. We are incredibly grateful 
for their commitment to joy and learning.



more members of this 
class have enlisted in the 
military than at any other 
time during his tenure at 
Plainfield High School. 
We applaud these young 
men and women for their 
willingness to serve, and 
will keep them in our 
hearts as they pursue 
their dreams while 
protecting our nation. 

To the Class of '21: whether you are heading to boot 
camp or new jobs, trade school or college, or taking 
some time to determine your next path, we wish you the 
very best, and say a big thank you for your many 
positive contributions to the Plainfield Schools 
community. While Commencement is a significant 
milestone in your life, know that it is a poignant moment 
for your teachers and all who supported you during your 
K-12 years. You will be missed in our classrooms, but we 
will be cheering you on from afar.

PLAINFIELD COMMUNITY SCHOOL CORPORATION

ho no r ing  t he  phs c l ass o f  '21

PHS Valedictorian Rashad Saleem addresses his classmates 
during the 2021 Commencement ceremony.

As we send the PHS Class of 2021     
off to explore their next chapters,     
we think these statistics offer an 
important glimpse into their many 
accomplishments. Of course, numbers 
don't tell the full story, but these are 
worth sharing.

Despite the challenges, uncertainties 
and disappointments brought on by 
COVID-19, these students persevered. 
Their accomplishments are many, and 
there is no doubt that these young 
adults are going to blaze new trails.

During his Commencement remarks, 
Principal Mel Siefert pointed out that 

Student Body President Julia 
Muskat introduces her classmates.



What a year! From the uncertainty 
and anxiety of last July and August, 
through a year filled with  
accomplishments and celebrations, 
it feels great to say, "thank you for 
a successful school year!"

I've said for over a year now that I 
would always make my decisions 
based on what was best for 
students and staff. Those decisions 
have pleased many people, while 
others have strongly disagreed. 

Years from now, people will look 
back on this time in our lives in the 
same ways we've reflected on 
historic moments from generations 
past. What I hope they see is that in 
Plainfield and Hendricks County, 
people came together to support 
one another. 

As I think about the early days of 
the shutdown, what I remember 
most are the people who came 
forward asking how they could 
help. A local business provided 
Easter dinner to more than 100 
families. Churches and civic 
organizations fed staff, made 
donations, sent notes of 
encouragement and were ready to 
do anything we needed. 

The Town of Plainfield and its 
employees have provided critical 
support, from a grant to help us 
acquire enough devices for 
elementary students, to working on 
extending wireless connections in 

public areas, to many other (and 
often unseen) kindnesses.

Just a few months before we knew 
about COVID-19, Plainfield 
Community School Corporation 
entered into a partnership with 
Hendricks Regional Health that has 
proven invaluable. Our school 
nurses are now employed, trained 
and supported by HRH, and it is 
hard to imagine what this year 
would have been like without the 
resources and expertise shared by 
the entire HRH team.

Likewise, we are so grateful for the 
responsiveness and the shared 
priority of the Hendricks County 
Health Department; together our 
goal was to keep schools open 
while protecting the health of 
students and staff, and we've 
accomplished that goal.

I've long said that Plainfield is a 
great place to live and raise a 
family, and this past year is simply 
one more example. Neighbors care 
about one another and step up to 
lend a hand when needed. We've 
needed your hands this past year, 
and you've been there for us and 
the children of Plainfield. 

To our families, I anticipate having 
our plans in place in early July for 
the start of the next school year. As 
always, our decisions will be 
centered on what is best for 
students and staff. 

- Two years ago, the 
PCSC board and 
administrators set 
a goal that all 
schools would 
meet the 
standards to 
become STEM- 
certified. We are 
well on the way to 
meeting that goal. 

- Central Elementary, 
Clarks Creek 
Elementary and 
PCMS have earned 
the certification.  

- Brentwood, 
Guilford, Van 
Buren and PHS   
anticipate 
completing their 
STEM certification 
portfolios during 
the 2021-2022 
school year. Once 
certified, schools 
must renew their 
portfolios every 
three years.

Scot t  Olinger
Superintendent
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STEM 
Certifications



With the renovation of 
the Middle School 
finished and Guilford 
Elementary nearing 
completion, School 
Board members have 
heard questions from 
people wondering 
whether our schools are 
ready for Plainfield?s 
inevitable growth.

Guilford?s opening provides plenty of 
breathing room at the elementary level, 
where our five schools will have the capacity 
to accommodate close to a thousand 
additional students. The high school was 
designed with space and infrastructure for 
a fifth academic wing when needed, and 
there are several computer labs we can 
inexpensively convert into additional 
classroom space. We may need to add 
some classrooms to the Middle School, but 
that?s not likely to happen for several years.

Simply put, even though Plainfield and 
Guilford Township are seeing significant 
housing growth, we don?t anticipate any 
major building projects in the foreseeable 
future. Plus, we?ve timed and managed 
projects to minimize the burden on local 
taxpayers. We?ve been careful to issue new 
bonds (our version of a mortgage loan) as 
we?ve paid off earlier bonds, and we?ve 
refinanced older bonds to take advantage 
of today?s low interest rates. While we can?t 
make promises about future property tax 
rates, it appears the PCMS and Guilford 
projects will not lead to an increase ?  and 

our tax rate may even drop, thanks to the 
town?s healthy and growing tax base.

The School Board appreciates the investments 
taxpayers have made in our school buildings, 
and we?ve been good stewards of those 
schools. Beyond the construction you?ve 

seen, we?ve continued 
to invest in updating 
components such as 
roofs, plumbing, 
heating, and the like. 
Our maintenance staff 
works tirelessly to keep 
our community?s 
schools in excellent 
shape.

While Plainfield Schools doesn?t have a formal 
voice in decisions about our community?s 
growth, we do work closely with town and 
county officials to monitor plans for what?s 
ahead. We?ve also hired professional 
demographers to develop growth projections 
and identify trends that may not be obvious. 
For example, the 2008 recession led to a large 
drop in kindergarten enrollments six years 
later. We?ll soon begin another study to 
determine the long-term effects the pandemic 
will have on enrollment.

All of these points underscore the School 
Board?s philosophy of planning ahead and 
making decisions focused on tomorrow?s 
needs rather than the immediate situation. 
We believe that?s the prudent approach and 
history provides abundant evidence of its 
value. In short, we don?t worry about growth, 
because we plan for it.

Scot t  Flood
President
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on local 
t axpayers.



Examples of 2020-2021 Odysseys
Chromatography butterflies. Shadows and the seasons. Coding ozobots to 
recycle. Investigating plants. Patterns in the weather. Water cycle and 
water coloring. Design a class mascot with Tinkercad. Capturing air.  
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It 's hard to believe The Imagination Lab has 
now been open for three years, and while 
some things were different this year, the most 
important things remained the same. 

Every elementary class visited the lab five 
times throughout the school year for a variety 
of exciting odysseys.

The biggest difference this year may have been 
the absence of volunteers assisting with the 
odysseys. Volunteers are valued resources in 
every school, but given the hands-on, constantly 
changing, moving, experimenting nature of The 
Imagination Lab, they've really been missed.

However, just because they couldn't be present 
doesn't mean they didn't find other ways to 
lend their hands. Many volunteers took 
supplies home and prepared individual kits on 
their own. The kits were then returned and 
isolated the appropriate length of time before 
being used by students. 

Having this type of support meant Mrs. 
Ballinger, Ms. Miller and classroom teachers 
could focus on running the day-to-day 
operations and overseeing each odyssey. 

Make no mistake, though, we can't wait to 
welcome our volunteers back to the lab to 
work with all of us in person!

A g r e at  ye ar  f o r  o dysse ys

Thanks to creative adaptations, student odysseys 
continued throughout the school year.

Rashad Saleem, pictured above with Dave Owens, 
Guidance Director and Mel Siefert, PHS Principal, 
was recently honored as one of 40 Indiana 
Academic All-Stars. The prestigious award is 
based on academic success and leadership. 

Ac ad e mic   
Al l -St ar



c e l e br at ing  r e t ir e e s
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2022 Te ac he r  o f  t he  ye ar  
Plainfield High School English 
Teacher, Liza Payton, has been 
selected Plainfield's 2022 Teacher of 
the Year. Liza came to Plainfield in 
2004, and has developed a variety of 
courses, all with a focus on learning 
that is grounded in fun, interesting 
and engaging work. 

In addition to teaching everything  
from Freshmen Honors English to AP 
Seminar, Liza is the founding sponsor 

Please join us in 
honoring and 
celebrating the many 
ways these educators 
and support staff have 
served the children of 
Plainfield over the last 
31 years, and for a 
combined 254 years.

Support staff retiring 
this year include Mari 
Acton, Custodian, 
Clarks Creek; Jeff 
Bridges, Head 
Custodian, Brentwood; 
Robert Crosby, Sr, 
Head Custodian, Clarks 
Creek; Lyn Dillon, 
Accompanist, PCMS; 
Brenda Hemphill, Bus 
Driver, Transportation; 
Lisa Jay, Special 
Education Instructional 
Assistant, PCMS.

Jonelle Heat on
Choral Director, PHS

Mel Siefer t
Principal, PHS

Br ian Nelson
Teacher, Clarks Creek 
Elementary

Diana Whit e
Counselor, Central 
Elementary

Mary Giest ing
Principal, Van Buren 
Elementary

Rebecca Slover
Teacher, Clarks Creek 
Elementary

of the PHS Interact Club. With a 
mission of serving both local and 
international projects, club members 
are developing important leadership 
skills under her watchful eye.

Congratulations, Liza! You have the 
support of your peers as well as 
current and former students and 
parents as you move on to compete 
at the state level this summer!
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c o nst r uc t io n upd at e s

nat io nal  me r it  
Final ist s

After two years of construction 
projects, crews have left the Middle 
School and are wrapping up at 
Guilford Elementary.

At PCMS (right), building capacity 
has grown from 1400 to 1600 
people, easing the way for future 
growth in the community. But the 
main improvements include more 
direct, wider hallways, the addition 
of group workspaces for each 
subject area, and the addition 

of more natural light 
throughout the school.

At Guilford Elementary (left), 
furniture is being delivered and 
interior surfaces are being 
finished. While the grass may not 
have filled in when school opens 
on August 4, classrooms and 
common areas will be ready to 
welcome students. And there will 
be plenty of space this year and 
for many years to come.

Congratulations to the three Plainfield 
High School National Merit Scholar 
Finalists! Pictured from left to right: Grace 
Abell, who plans to study chemistry, Salik 
Ahmad, who plans to study computer 
engineering, and Isabel Kluszynski, who 
plans to study biochemistry.



JOIN OUR TEAM!




	PCSC newsletter - JUN 2021
	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9


