
Ruston High School
Pre-AP English I

2022-2023 Summer Assignment

YOUR ASSIGNMENT IS DUE BY THURSDAY, JULY 28,
2022, BY 3:00 P.M. NO EXCEPTIONS.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Mrs. Jamie Gressett (jgressett@lincolnschools.org) via email or

via phone at (318) 355-4060. There will be a workshop in Room 602 at Ruston High School on Friday, May 27, from

9:00 a.m. - 11:00 to help you get started with your assignment.

REQUIRED READING FOR HONORS ENGLISH I

The assignment is based on Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury, a novel that will help you consider the power of literacy as
well as the effects of censorship and the overdependence on technology. You need to purchase a physical copy of the
text because the first few weeks of instruction in Honors English I will be based around this text.

Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury (Simon and Schuster 2012 Edition ISBN 13: 9781451673319)

*Please make sure you get the correct version. There is more than one version.

Summary:

Guy Montag is a fireman. His job is to destroy the most illegal of commodities, the printed book,
along with the houses in which they are hidden. Montag never questions the destruction and ruin
his actions produce, returning each day to his bland life and wife, Mildred, who spends all day
with her television “family.” But when he meets an eccentric young neighbor, Clarisse, who
introduces him to a past where people didn’t live in fear and to a present where one sees the
world through the ideas in books instead of the mindless chatter of television, Montag begins to
question everything he has ever known.

ASSIGNMENT #1: ANNOTATIONS (100 points total) - part of the summer assignment
For each assigned passage, you will complete annotations. If possible please tab your annotated passages with sticky
notes. Make sure that your name (first and last) is on the inside cover of your book.

ASSIGNMENT #2: CHARACTER JOURNALS (100 points total -- 20 pts/journal entry) - part of the summer
assignment
For each assigned passage, you will also complete a character journal. See pages 10-14 of this packet for the character
journal handouts. Your commentary needs to be thoughtful and well written. Make sure that your name (first and last)
is on each journal entry.

ASSIGNMENT#3: TEST
You will have a test on the first regular full day of school, and all instruction for the first week of school including
analytical chunks, a timed write, culminating essay, and a cold read will be based on this book.
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Passages for Annotation and Character Journals

Complete Character Journals (five total) and annotations (six total) for the passages that are listed below.

Psg
#

Chapter/
Page #s

Starting with…
Ending with…

Suggested Completion Date to Avoid Procrastination

1 Part 1
pp. 1-7

Opening Scene
THIS JOURNAL WAS DONE FOR YOU
BUT YOU NEED TO COMPLETE THE
ANNOTATIONS (PAGES 1-2 ARE
DONE FOR YOU IN THE HANDOUTS)
It was a pleasure to burn…
/Her front door shut gently.

Read pp. 1-31 and complete the annotations for pp.
1-7 by June 8. (Remember this journal was done for
you.)

2 Part 1

pp. 32-37

The Martyr Scene
It was a flaking three-story house…
/  “…at Oxford, for heresy, on
October 16, 1555.”

Read pp. 32-43 and complete the character journal
and annotations for pp. 32-37 by June 15.

3 Part 1

pp. 44-49

Clarisse
“Mildred, do you know that girl…”
/ “I don’t care.”

Read pp. 33-49 and complete the character journal
and annotations for pp. 44-49 by June 22.

4 Part 2

pp. 94-98

Mildred’s Friends
…But Montag was gone and
back in a moment…
/ ...with the parlor walls the
color of dirty snow.

Read pp. 50-98 and complete the character journal
and annotations for pp. 94-98 by July 1.

5 Part 3

pp.
110-115

Montag and Beatty
“Montag, can’t you run, get away!”
/ ...Just on the off chance.

Read pp. 99-115 and complete the character journal
and annotations for pp. 110-115 by July 8.

6 Part  3

pp.
156-158

The Ending
Granger unfolded…
/When we reach the city.

Read pp. 116-158 and complete the character
journal and annotations for pp. 156-158 by July 15.
Complete all assignments and turn them in by July
28. NO EXCEPTIONS.

PLEASE TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THESE RESOURCES TO HELP YOU WITH YOUR ASSIGNMENT:
● Workshop: This optional summer workshop will be provided at Ruston High School to aid you with your reading

and understanding of the book on Friday, May 27, from 9:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. in Room 602. If you choose to
attend this workshop, you will be given the opportunity to start annotating a passage, receive help with your
questions regarding annotations and character journals, and review activities/materials that will help reinforce
what you are reading.

● Pacing Guide: Please see the schedule above that provides you with a suggested pacing guide, so you do not feel
overwhelmed. You will see that the book is broken down into manageable parts, and if you stay on track, you will
find that the assignment can easily be completed in a timely manner.
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Instructions for the Character Journals

The purpose of the character journals is to support your understanding of the setting, characters, and theme of
the novel. You may choose to stop in your reading of the novel to complete each journal, or you may want to read the
entire novel and go back to the assigned passages to complete each journal.  The chosen passages are instances in which
the main character encounters some kind of conflict either with other characters or the setting. The way that characters
respond to the conflicts ultimately reveals what type of characters they are. The changing characters are going to
contribute to the theme of the novel—the meaning of the work as a whole. For each character journal, you will need to
choose two pieces of textual evidence (the evidence does not necessarily have to include dialogue) that you think best
showcase the conflict the character is experiencing. Copy the textual evidence and citation in the left column, and in the
right column, write thoughtful, well-written commentary about the character’s response to conflict. You will be graded
based on the quality and insight of your answers.

For each journal entry, you will choose character traits and abstract nouns that correspond with the  passages.
Make sure that you look at the Character Trait resource (page 5) and the Thematic Topics/Abstract Nouns resource
(page 6) before getting started, but you do not necessarily have to use words from those lists. A sample character
journal is on page 9.

Notes on Annotation Passages

Read the book, and annotate as you read. Annotation means adding notes to a text as you read it. Annotation is
not just highlighting; it is having a conversation with the book as you read. You are only required to annotate the
assigned passages. You are welcome to annotate more than the required passages if you wish. You will submit
your annotated book and conflict journals to the main office for a grade by Thursday, July 28, by 3:00 p.m. If
you are going to be out of town, make arrangements to turn in your book early. You may submit your book early.

How to Annotate Your Book:

A. Make brief notes at the top of the page or on sticky notes to mark important information and to identify

elements of the author’s craft.

B. Put a box around unfamiliar words, then use a dictionary to look them up.

C. If you have a question or thought as you read, or if something confuses you, make a note along with the

question or thought that you have.

D. Annotate for the following ideas:

As you read, pay attention to Montag’s character development and the conflicts in the world around him.

Through choices such as figurative language, symbolism, connotative diction, imagery, syntax, details, and

conflicts, you will be able to analyze and comprehend the difficulties of living in a dystopian world where

everything is censored and where the characters depend too much on technology.

Use the following pages as a guide.
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Annotation Guide for English Assignment

DICTION: The author’s choice of words and their connotations
What words appear to have been chosen specifically for their effects?
What effect do these words have on your mood as a reader?
What do they seem to indicate about the author’s tone (attitude)?
IMAGERY: The use of descriptions that appeal to sensory experience
What images are especially vivid? To what sense do these appeal?
What effect do these images have on your mood as a reader?
What do they seem to indicate about the author’s tone?
DETAILS: Facts included or those omitted (Who? What? When? Where? Why? How?)
What details has the author specifically included?
What details has the author apparently left out?
What effect do these included and excluded details have on your understanding as a reader?
What do these included and excluded details seem to indicate about the author’s purpose?
LANGUAGE: Figurative (Tropes)
What literary choices are used, and what is the effect? (Language choices include similes,
metaphors, symbolism, personification, allusions, irony, hyperbole, etc.)
SYNTAX: The way the sentences are constructed (Schemes)
Are the sentences simple, compound, declarative, varied, short, long, etc.?
What patterns do you notice (repetition, balance, reversal, addition/omission)?
How do these structures affect the passage?
What do these structures seem to indicate about the meaning of the work?

Remember that annotating is not just labeling choices. You should always connect method (diction, imagery,
details, figurative language, syntax, etc.) to meaning (mood, tone, theme, purpose, perspective, and central
idea).
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Character Traits Resource1

Able
Accepting
Adventurous
Aggressive
Ambitious
Annoying
Arrogant
Articulate
Awkward
Boastful
Bold
Bossy
Brave
Busy
Calm
Careful
Careless
Cautious
Cheerful
Clever
Clumsy
Compassionate
Conceited
Confident
Considerate
Cooperative
Courageous
Creative
Curious
Daring
Defiant
Demanding
Determined
Devout
Disagreeable
Disgruntled
Dreamy
Eager
Efficient
Embarrassed

Energetic
Excited
Expert
Fair
Faithful
Fancy
Fighter
Forgiving
Free
Friendly
Friendly
Frustrated
Fun-loving
Funny
Generous
Gentle
Giving
Gracious
Grouchy
Handsome
Hard-working
Helpful
Honest
Hopeful
Humble
Humorous
Imaginative
Impulsive
Independent
Intelligent
Inventive
Jealous
Judgmental
Keen
Kind
Knowledgeable
Lazy
Light-hearted
Likable
Lively

Loving
Loyal
Manipulative
Materialistic
Mature
Melancholy
Merry
Mischievous
Naïve
Nervous
Noisy
Obnoxious
Opinionated
Organized
Outgoing
Passive
Patient
Patriotic
Personable
Pitiful
Plain
Pleasant
Pleasing
Popular
Prim
Proper
Proud
Questioning
Quiet
Radical
Realistic
Rebellious
Reflective
Relaxed
Reliable
Religious
Reserved
Respectful
Responsible
Reverent

Rude
Sad
Sarcastic
Self-confident
Self-conscious
Selfish
Sensible
Sensitive
Serious
Short
Shy
Silly
Simple
Smart
Stable
Strong
Stubborn
Studious
Successful
Tantalizing
Tender
Tense
Thoughtful
Thrilling
Timid
Tireless
Tolerant
Tough
Tricky
Trusting
Understanding
Unhappy
Unique
Unlucky
Vain
Warm
Wild
Willing
Wise
Witty

1 List adapted from http://www.ltl.appstate.edu/reading_resources/Character_Trait_Descriptive_Adjectives.htm and used

by the Louisiana  Department of Education.
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Thematic Topics/Abstract Nouns Resource2

Acceptance
Achievement
Adolescence
Adoration
Adventure
Ambition
Anger
Appearance
Artistry
Atonement
Beauty
Belief
Belonging
Betrayal
Bitterness
Bravery
Brilliance
Brotherhood
Calm
Charity
Charity
Childhood
Chivalry
Classism
Comfort
Coming of Age
Communication
Community
Compassion
Conflict
Confusion
Connection
Cooperation
Courage
Creativity
Cruelty
Culture
Curiosity
Death
Deceit
Dedication
Depression
Destiny
Devotion
Dexterity
Disaster
Discovery

Doubt
Dreams
Duty
Education
Ego
Emptiness
Enlightenment
Enthusiasm
Envy
Eternity
Evolution
Exhaustion
Exhilaration
Expectations
Failure
Fairness
Faith
Family
Fate
Fear
Feelings
Feminism
Folly
Foolishness
Freedom
Friendship
Frustration
Future
Government
Gratitude
Greed
Grief
Growth
Happiness
Hate
Heroic
Honesty
Honor
Hope
Hubris
Humility
Humor
Hypocrisy
Idea
Impression
Independence
Infatuation

Insecurity
Inspiration
Integrity
Intelligence
Jealousy
Journey
Joy
Judgment
Justice
Kindness
Kinship
Knowledge
Language
Law
Liberty
Literacy
Loneliness
Loss
Love
Loyalty
Maturity
Memory
Misery
Morality
Nature
Obsession
Omen
Pain
Passion
Patience
Patriarchy
Patriotism
Peace
Penance
Perfection
Perseverance
Pleasure
Poverty
Power
Pride
Principle
Punishment
Racism
Reality
Redemption
Regret
Rejection

Reliance
Religion
Responsibility
Retribution
Revenge
Reward
Risk
Rivalry
Romance
Sacrifice
Sadness
Sanity
Self
Self-respect
Sensitivity
Service
Shame
Sin
Sisterhood
Skill
Society
Sorrow
Status
Strength
Strictness
Submission
Success
Survival
Sympathy
Talent
Thoughtfulness
Thrill
Truth
Tyranny
Values
Vengeance
War
Wealth
Wisdom
Worry

2
Thematic Topics/Abstract Nouns resource by Emily Howell
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Sample Annotations for Passage #1 (page 1-top of page 2)
You may add these annotations to your book to help you get started.
*Remember to annotate the remainder of this passage on your own.
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Character Journal #1 –Determining Theme Through Character
**Please note that while the journal for this passage is done for you, you still need to annotate the passage.
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[THIS PAGE WAS INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK]
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Student Name: ______________________________ Character Journal #2
Conflict Journals: Determining Theme Through Character

Passage #: 2 Name of Scene: The Martyr Scene Pages: 32-37

Activity One—Close Reading and Context [RL.9-10.2, RL.9-10.10]

In one or two complete sentences, write a brief summary that provides context for the scene. Include who is in the scene and what is
happening.

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

Activity Two—Conflict [RI.9-10.3]

Use the checklist below to indicate what type of conflict Montag encounters in the passage. You may check more than one.

❏ two or more individuals (individual versus individual)
❏ an individual versus society

❏ an individual and his/her environment
❏ an individual versus himself or herself

Activity Three—Evidence and Commentary [RL.9-10.1, RL.9-10.2, RL.9-10.2]

In the left column, provide textual evidence or quotations from the novel that demonstrate Montag’s conflict. In the right column,
write commentary to explain how he is changing.

Textual Evidence
What type of conflict?

Commentary
How does he deal with conflict? How is he changing?

What can we learn about his character?

Based on this passage, Montag is ___________________________ and / yet / but ___________________________.
[character trait] [circle one] [character trait]

Write three abstract nouns/thematic topics that you think correspond with the passage.

___________________________        ___________________________      ___________________________
[thematic topic] [thematic topic] [thematic topic]
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Student Name: ______________________________ Character Journal #3
Conflict Journals: Determining Theme Through Character

Passage #: 3 Name of Scene: Clarisse Pages: 44-49

Activity One—Close Reading and Context [RL.9-10.2, RL.9-10.10]

In one or two complete sentences, write a brief summary that provides context for the scene. Include who is in the scene
and what is happening.

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

Activity Two—Conflict [RI.9-10.3]

Use the checklist below to indicate what type of conflict Montag encounters in the passage. You may check more than
one.

❏ two or more individuals (individual versus individual)
❏ an individual versus society

❏ an individual and his/her environment
❏ an individual versus himself or herself

Activity Three—Evidence and Commentary [RL.9-10.1, RL.9-10.2, RL.9-10.2]

In the left column, provide textual evidence or quotations from the novel that demonstrate Montag’s conflict. In the right
column, write commentary to explain how he is changing.

Textual Evidence
What type of conflict?

Commentary
How does he deal with conflict? How is he changing?

What can we learn about his character?

Based on this passage, Montag is ___________________________ and / yet / but ___________________________.
[character trait] [circle one] [character trait]

Write three abstract nouns/thematic topics that you think correspond with the passage.

___________________________        ___________________________      ___________________________
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Student Name: ______________________________ Character Journal #4
Conflict Journals: Determining Theme Through Character

Passage #: 4 Name of Scene: Mildred’s Friends Pages: 94-98

Activity One—Close Reading and Context [RL.9-10.2, RL.9-10.10]

In one or two complete sentences, write a brief summary that provides context for the scene. Include who is in the scene
and what is happening.

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

Activity Two—Conflict [RI.9-10.3]

Use the checklist below to indicate what type of conflict Montag encounters in the passage. You may check more than
one.

❏ two or more individuals (individual versus individual)
❏ an individual versus society

❏ an individual and his/her environment
❏ an individual versus himself or herself

Activity Three—Evidence and Commentary [RL.9-10.1, RL.9-10.2, RL.9-10.2]

In the left column, provide textual evidence or quotations from the novel that demonstrate Montag’s conflict. In the right
column, write commentary to explain how he is changing.

Textual Evidence
What type of conflict?

Commentary
How does he deal with conflict? How is he changing?

What can we learn about his character?

Based on this passage, Montag is ___________________________ and / yet / but ___________________________.
[character trait] [circle one] [character trait]

Write three abstract nouns/thematic topics that you think correspond with the passage.

___________________________             ___________________________ ___________________________
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Student Name: ______________________________ Character Journal #5
Conflict Journals: Determining Theme Through Character

Passage #: 5 Name of Scene: Montag and Beatty Pages: 110-115

Activity One—Close Reading and Context [RL.9-10.2, RL.9-10.10]

In one or two complete sentences, write a brief summary that provides context for the scene. Include who is in the scene
and what is happening.

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

Activity Two—Conflict [RI.9-10.3]

Use the checklist below to indicate what type of conflict Montag encounters in the passage. You may check more than
one.

❏ two or more individuals (individual versus individual)
❏ an individual versus society

❏ an individual and his/her environment
❏ an individual versus himself or herself

Activity Three—Evidence and Commentary [RL.9-10.1, RL.9-10.2, RL.9-10.2]

In the left column, provide textual evidence or quotations from the novel that demonstrate Montag’s conflict. In the right
column, write commentary to explain how he is changing.

Textual Evidence
What type of conflict?

Commentary
How does he deal with conflict? How is he changing?

What can we learn about his character?

Based on this passage, Montag is ___________________________ and / yet / but ___________________________.
[character trait] [circle one] [character trait]

Write three abstract nouns/thematic topics that you think correspond with the passage.

___________________________          ___________________________      ___________________________
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Student Name: ______________________________ Character Journal #6
Conflict Journals: Determining Theme Through Character

Passage #: 6 Name of Scene: The Ending Pages: 156-158

Activity One—Close Reading and Context [RL.9-10.2, RL.9-10.10]

In one or two complete sentences, write a brief summary that provides context for the scene. Include who is in the scene
and what is happening.

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

Activity Two—Conflict [RI.9-10.3]

Use the checklist below to indicate what type of conflict Montag encounters in the passage. You may check more than
one.

❏ two or more individuals (individual versus individual)
❏ an individual versus society

❏ an individual and his/her environment
❏ an individual versus himself or herself

Activity Three—Evidence and Commentary [RL.9-10.1, RL.9-10.2, RL.9-10.2]

In the left column, provide textual evidence or quotations from the novel that demonstrate Montag’s conflict. In the right
column, write commentary to explain how he is changing.

Textual Evidence
What type of conflict?

Commentary
How does he deal with conflict? How is he changing? What

can we learn about his character?

Based on this passage, Montag is ___________________________ and / yet / but ___________________________.
[character trait] [circle one] [character trait]

Write three abstract nouns/thematic topics that you think correspond with the passage.

___________________________             ___________________________ ___________________________

14


