
NSBA Weekly Update for June 18, 2021 - Administration Update  
 

USED Releases Tranche of ESSER Plans  
The American Rescue Plan (ARP), passed earlier this year, provided nearly $122 billion in 
additional aid to K-12 schools via the existing Elementary and Secondary School Emergency 
Relief (ESSER) fund. These funds were intended to help schools weather the effects of the 
pandemic and facilitate the safe reopening of K-12 facilities for in-person instruction. About 
two-thirds of this funding ($81 billion) was sent to states this past April, with the remainder to 
be delivered after states submitted plans for how the funds would be used.  
 
On Monday, June 14, USED released plans for 28 states, including the District of Columbia,  as 
the Department reviews and later approves them. Although the statutory deadline for these 
plans was June 7, USED has extended limited flexibilities to the remaining states that have yet to 
submit an ESSER plan. The Department anticipates that the remaining plans will be submitted 
for consideration on a rolling basis in the weeks ahead. Once approved, a related letter along 
with the remaining funding will be released to states for further use. More information 
regarding the plans can be found here.  
 

FCC’s Emergency Connectivity Fund Goes Live at the End of June 
On Tuesday, June 15, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) announced that eligible 
schools and libraries may begin to apply for a slice of the $7.2 billion Emergency Connectivity 
Fund (ECF) on June 29. Authorized by the American Rescue Plan, the ECF provides funding to 
schools and libraries to purchase broadband plans and devices for students, school staff, and 
library patrons. The initial application period will last 45 days, ending August 13, and may be 
used for “reasonable costs associated with eligible equipment and services” purchased between 
July 1, 2021 and June 30, 2022. More information on the announcement, including how to apply 
for funding, can be found here. In related news, the National Telecommunications and 
Information Administration released a new publicly available map displaying key indicators of 
broadband need throughout the nation.  
 

USED Clarifies Title IX Interpretation  
On Wednesday, June 16, the U.S. Department of Education’s Office of Civil Rights (OCR) issued a 
notice of interpretation clarifying that it intends to enforce Title IX of the Education 
Amendments of 1972’s prohibition on discrimination on the basis of sex to include protections 
from discrimination based on an individual’s sexual orientation or gender identity. OCR’s 
announcement is based on a recent Supreme Court ruling, Bostock v. Clayton County, which 
determined that discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation or gender identity is inherently 
discriminatory against a person based on sex.  

 

https://oese.ed.gov/offices/american-rescue-plan/american-rescue-plan-elementary-and-secondary-school-emergency-relief/stateplans/
https://www.ed.gov/news/press-releases/us-department-education-posts-state-plans-use-american-rescue-plan-funds-support-students-and-safe-and-sustained-reopening-schools?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
https://www.fcc.gov/emergency-connectivity-fund
https://broadbandusa.ntia.doc.gov/resources/data-and-mapping
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/docs/202106-titleix-noi.pdf

