
Minutes of Regular Meeting of the El Dorado School Board 
December 11, 2017 

 
The directors of the board met on the above date at 6:00 p.m. in the Board Room, School 
Administration Building, 200 West Oak Street, with Susan Turbeville presiding.  Other 
directors present were Wayne Gibson, Renee Skinner, Keith Smith, Todd Whatley and 
Shaneil Yarbrough.  Director Vicky Dobson and Supt. Jim Tucker were absent. Also 
attending was Asst. Supt. Rhonda Simmons, Melissa Powell, Katie Sandifer, Bonnie 
Haynie, Shelley Pruitt, and Lou Ann Voris. 
 
Mrs. Turbeville asked if there were any corrections or additions to the minutes of the 
meeting held November 6 and November 27.  On a motion by Wayne Gibson, seconded 
by Todd Whatley and carried on a 6-0 vote, the minutes were approved at 6:00 p.m. 
 
The board reviewed the monthly bills.  After some discussion and on a motion by Todd 
Whatley, seconded by Keith Smith, and carried on a 6-0 vote, the bills were approved for 
payment at 6:02 p.m.  A list of bills paid and monthly financial statement are on file in 
the business office.   
 
Mrs. Turbeville introduced Annalee Ibert, Student of the Month from Yocum Primary 
School.  She stated Annalee is the daughter of Kimberley and Jeremy Ibert and in Mrs. 
Casey Orr’s first grade class at Yocum.  Mrs. Orr stated, Annalee is such a sweet little 
girl.  If you see Annalee she has a smile on her face and you can almost be guaranteed a 
warm hug from her.  Annalee is extremely mannerly and kind-hearted.  She is always 
offering to help out students and teachers. 
 
Her principal, Mrs. Michelle Henry said that Yocum is proud to have students like 
Annalee.  Our teachers find her a joy to teach each and every day.  Annalee’s personality 
lights up our building.  It is a pleasure to have Annalee Ibert as a Yocum student.  Yocum 
is happy for Annalee to represent us as the Student of the Month for El Dorado School 
district.   Mrs. Turbeville presented her with a certificate from the board.  6:05 p.m. 
 
Mrs. Turbeville said that Judd Qualls was chosen Student of the Month from Yocum 
Elementary School.  Judd is the son of Hal and Cindy Qualls.  He is in the fourth grade in 
Mrs. Glenda Moore’s classroom.  Mrs. Moore stated that Judd is the epitome of the 
perfect student.  He is an awesome young man, has great manners, and is very respectful.  
Judd comes to class everyday ready to learn.  He faces every challenge with persistence.  
He has made many friends and is fun to talk to.  Judd is also very considerate and helpful.  
He will do anything we ask and even helps the other students with difficult tasks. 
 
His principal, Mrs. Michelle Henry said that Yocum is excited to have acquired a new 
student like Judd.  He chose to come to Yocum when they moved to town, since his dad 
teaches physical education at Yocum.  Because of this Yocum gained a jewel!  Our 
teachers love teaching Judd each day.  It is a pleasure to have Judd as a Yocum student.  
Yocum is proud for Judd to represent us as the Student of the Month for El Dorado 
School District.  Mrs. Turbeville presented Judd with a certificate from the board.  6:07 
p.m. 
  
Classified Employee of the Month for clerical is Brandy Purifoy.  Mr. Gibson said that 
Ms. Purifoy began working as secretary for the district’s gifted and talented department 
in August 2014.  Her supervisor, Beth Sullivan said – in teaching, we use glue.  Elmer’s 
glue, glue sticks, and even glue dots.  Glue has a valuable purpose – it holds things 
together.  Glue is what I think of when I think of Brandy Purifoy. 
 
Ms. Purifoy has a valuable purpose in the gifted and talented department – she holds us 
together.  Not only does she do the day to day activities like our time sheets, requisitions, 
letters incoming and outgoing, etc. but she is much more valuable than that.  She makes 
sure we have everything we need.  Recently, she has been on leave for personal reasons.  
She was sorely missed and we are so fortunate to have her back among us.  I cannot think 
of anyone more deserving of this honor than Brandy Purifoy and I am so happy she was 
nominated.  Mr. Gibson presented her with a certificate from the board.  6:09 p.m. 
 



Mr. Gibson recognized Jamia White as Teacher of the Month from Yocum Primary 
School.  Mrs. White has five years of teaching experience, all in the El Dorado School 
District.  She received her Bachelor’s degree in Early Childhood Education at Southern 
Arkansas University and is currently working toward her Master’s degree in Library 
Science / Library Media Specialist.  She is married to Bruce White, they have been 
happily married for five years and have a three year old diva named Ava.  Mrs. White 
enjoys watching movies, reading and spending time with her family.  She is a member of 
Kappa Delta Pi, since 2011. 
 
Fellow co-workers nominating her stated that she is an outstanding teacher.  She treats 
her students with kindness and respect and works hard each day to give them what they 
need – academically, socially and emotionally.  Mrs. White is more than willing to give 
her time and efforts outside of the school day – most recently, working hard on our 
Homecoming float.  Another teacher said that Mrs. White is a terrific colleague and 
cheerleader for our school.  She has her student’s best interest at heart! 
 
Her principal, Mrs. Michelle Henry noted that Jamia White is the kind of person that you 
just want to be around.  She brightens your day with positivity and happiness.  You just 
never catch her without a smile!  She works hard to make learning fun for her students 
and is a leader among her co-workers.  Mrs. White has worked diligently alongside her 
co-workers to implement Standards Based Reporting in kindergarten.  She loves our 
Yocum students, teachers, and our school.  Her wiliness to help with new teachers, 
projects or whatever is asked of her is so appreciated.  Mrs. White is an exceptional 
teacher and we are proud to have her in the El Dorado School District.  Mr. Gibson 
presented her with a certificate from the board.  6:12 p.m. 
 
Teacher of the Month from Yocum Elementary School is Jennifer Duncan.  Mr. Gibson 
said Mrs. Duncan received her Bachelor of Science in Education degree from Arkansas 
State University.  She has twenty years of teaching experience and teaches third grade 
and literacy.  Mrs. Duncan has been married to Blake Duncan for twenty-seven years and 
is the mother of Lindsey, who lives and works in Little Rock and Tyler, a sophomore at 
Ouachita Baptist University. 
 
Staff nominating Mrs. Duncan said that she is a wonderful teacher and co-worker.  She 
loves her students and her school.  She goes above and beyond to make learning engaging 
for her students.  Another said that she is more than willing to do whatever it takes to 
reach her students academically and emotionally.  She spends hours preparing lessons 
and it shows when you walk into her classroom.  Her positive attitude, eagerness to 
improve and compassion for her students are a few of the qualities that make her a 
phenomenal teacher.  I am proud to work alongside her. 
 
Mrs. Michelle Henry, her principal, said, “When I interviewed Jennifer Duncan, I had 
that feeling she had a heart for Yocum students.  Watching her teach for the past year and 
a half I have found that I was right!  She loves our students, teachers, and our school.  
Jennifer is a very professional, intelligent, dedicated and conscientious person.  She has 
the initiative to not only learn and lead other, but to seek out new and innovative 
strategies to engage students.  Her attitude during the implementation of our literacy 
curriculum has been positive, energetic, inspiring and helpful.  Mrs. Duncan is an 
exceptional teacher and we are proud to have her in the El Dorado School District.  Mr. 
Gibson presented her with a certificate from the board.  6:14 p.m. 
 
Michelle Henry gave a principals report on Yocum Elementary School.  She said that her 
report is going to focus on a new program at the school that includes intervention in 
behavioral skills and academic skills.  She noted that Mr. Tucker informed her the district 
has Response to Intervention grant money that principals can apply for. Mrs. Henry 
thought other principals went more along the academic side in their application but she 
needed to apply for the behavioral side for her school, which would overall help students 
with academics at Yocum.  She added that after applying for the grant, $8,000 was 
awarded to Yocum from the district to purchase items to help students cope and be 
successful in the classroom.   
 



Mrs. Henry explained that some students have extra energy, anger issues, and sensory 
deficits.  The new program teaches those students the ability to cope with the emotions 
and feelings without disturbing the other students in the classroom.  She showed a power 
point on the items – she purchased ten desk bike pedal exercisers, which helps a student 
decrease excessive energy.  Also purchased, six pendulum stand-up desks and explained 
how this helps students.  She bought sensory items that have natural calming effects, 
fifteen multi-directional stools and two flex-back rocking chairs.  The sensory items 
provide rocking, spinning, swinging and weighted items provide pressure.  She secured 
two fiber optic calming carpets and four Amazon Fire HD 8 with cases that have calming, 
relaxation and breathing apps.  She noted that lots of research back these items and 
thanked Kristi Lowery with Hope Landing for providing her help and expertise in this 
area.   
 
Mr. Gibson asked if she has noticed these students do not have parental support at home.  
Mrs. Henry said it is actually both – some parents with children with anxiety issues and 
behavioral deficits don’t want to deal with the issues and others have said, “We don’t 
know what to do.”  He asked that as unique at these items are, if other students look on 
that student getting something comparable a new toy.  Mrs. Henry said she has found that 
others in the classroom are very kind and sensitive to the student that has issues and 
appreciate being able to hear the teacher or the quiet time to get their work done and 
these items are proving to provide that.  She added the teacher also slowly decreases the 
time the student has the item and offer it back as a reward when needed.  She said the 
overall goals are to achieve calm down strategies, redirect emotions, and self-regulation.  
6:30 p.m. 
 
Riley McAdams, secretary of the El Dorado High School Student Council gave a report 
to the board.  She said they have been taking up various food items for the E.H.S. 
Holiday Food Drive.  Several students on campus need help with access to food over 
Christmas break and the goal is provide a minimum of three hundred and thirty meals.  
This is a collaborative effort across the campus from various clubs such as:  BETA Club, 
DECA, FBLA, cheer leaders, ASLI and Key Club.  She added they are also taking up 
quilts in order to give back to the elderly in local nursing homes this Christmas season. 
 
Riley said that DECA is having a fundraiser by selling pajama pant tickets so the students 
can wear pajama pants tomorrow to school.  The money raised will go toward the Make a 
Wish Foundation.  Preparation is underway to take semester exams which start 
Wednesday and finish next Monday.  Mr. Gibson asked if there is one thing she doesn’t 
like at E.H.S. and Riley said that overall she likes everything the school does.  He asked 
what she does like about E.H.S.  She likes that the teachers provide tutoring and allow for 
students to stay afterwards in order to finish assignments that they need more time on.  
She really likes that clubs and organizations see a need and try to work together to fulfill 
that need.  Also, her Advanced Placement classes are preparing her for college next year. 
6:33 p.m. 
 
Mrs. Turbeville said the Arkansas State Board of Education declared December 4 - 10 as 
Arkansas Computer Science Education Week.  She is happy to report that the district 
schools had many activities related to the celebration this past week.  6:33 p.m. 
 
Mrs. Rhonda Simmons reported the district is asking the board’s consideration to submit 
a waiver request to the Arkansas State Board of Education.  El Dorado School District 
wishes to submit the request that would affect the first allowable school day to begin on 
August 13, 2018.  Mrs. Simmons explained Arkansas law provides for the school year to 
begin no earlier than the Monday of the week containing August 19 and under the law, 
the earliest the 2018 – 2019 school year can begin is August 20.  After a time of 
discussion and on a motion by Wayne Gibson, seconded by Shaneil Yarbrough and 
carried on a 6-0 vote at 6:34, it was  
 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the following resolution in support 
of a waiver request to the Arkansas State Board of Education: 
 
  
 



                                                 RESOLUTION 
 
In Support of a Waiver Request Affecting the Allowable First Day of School 

           A.C.A. § 6-10-106 
 

WHEREAS Arkansas law, A.C.A. § 6-10-106, provides for the school year to 
begin no earlier than the Monday of the week containing August 19, and 
 
WHEREAS under this law, A.C.A. § 6-10-106, the start of school varies from 
year to year, beginning some years as early as August 14, or as late as August 20, 
and 

 
WHEREAS under this law, A.C.A. § 6-10-106, the earliest school can begin in 
2018 is August 20; and 
 
WHEREAS a late start to the school year creates unbalanced semesters, reduces 
the preparation time for state testing, and limits flexibility in scheduling inclement 
weather make-up days; 
 
THEREFORE be it resolved that the El Dorado School Board of Education 
endorses the Superintendent’s waiver request affecting the allowable first day of 
school to be August 13, 2018, and no earlier than August 13 during the five years 
of this waiver, and recommends its approval by the Arkansas State Board of 
Education. 
 
Adopted this December 11, 2017. 
 
     

Mrs. Simmons visited with the board about whether to ask the Arkansas Department of 
Education for an exemption from participating in school choice under the Public School  
Choice Act of 2017.  The superintendent’s recommendation, and that of the attorneys 
representing the district, is that participating in school choice would conflict with El 
Dorado School District’s federal court desegregation orders as interpreted by Judge 
Hickey in her August 2016 order.   
 
Mrs. Simmons said the superintendent is requesting that the board authorize him to direct 
the El Dorado School District attorneys to take whatever action necessary to claim an 
exemption from school choice because of that conflict.   On a motion by Todd Whatley, 
seconded by Keith Smith and carried on a 6-0 vote at 6:36 p.m., it was 
 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby authorizes Superintendent Jim Tucker to 
direct the El Dorado School attorneys to take whatever action necessary to claim 
an exemption from the school choice law, due to the conflict between 
participating in school choice and complying with the district’s desegregation 
obligations. 

 
Wayne Gibson added that Vicky Dobson was recognized with the Pinnacle Award for 
200 hours of continuing education hours in boardsmanship.  Susan Turbeville recognized 
Janice McIntyre’s upcoming retirement from News Times and thanked her for her years 
of service and involvement in the news about the school district and her faithfulness to 
each monthly board meeting.  She said Mrs. McIntyre has been appreciated and will be 
so missed. 
 
The meeting adjourned to an executive session to discuss personnel matters, then 
reconvened to an open meeting.  On a motion by Shaneil Yarbrough, seconded by Todd 
Whatley, and carried on a 6-0 vote 6:55 p.m., it was 
 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the superintendent’s 
recommendations concerning the acceptance of resignations and the employment 
of new personnel. 
 

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned.  


