
 

 

Frenchtown School District 

2nd Grade Science 

Curriculum 

Curriculum Review Dates: 4/13/2021 

 

Montana Science Model Curriculum Guide by Grade Level: Grade 2   

 

 

Essential Questions: 

NGSS Core Ideas Essential Questions Documents 

 

• What is science and why is it important? 

• How do we explain the interactions in our world through our understanding of science? 

• What does learning, practicing, understanding and applying science mean to you and the world you 

live in? 

Essential Understandings: By the end of second grade, all students recognize that sounds are vibrations that can be manipulated to 

create different pitches and volumes, that plants and animals have similarities and differences, and that the Earth has a fixed 

amount of water that recirculates through evaporation, precipitation, and condensation (i.e., the water cycle). Students know that 

Montana American Indians have made numerous contributions to our scientific and technological understanding of the natural 

world. 

 

Essential Skills: Throughout second grade students explore the natural world using scientific process focusing upon recording 

observations in detail and forming conclusions with guidance. Students report their observations, data and conclusions using a 

variety of tools, including technology. 

 

Content Standards: Second grade content standards include investigations in Physical Science, Life Science, and Earth and Space 

Science and incorporate an emphasis on natural cycles and human relationships with the environment. In second grade, the unifying 

themes are explorations of sound, plants and animals, and the water cycle. 

http://opi.mt.gov/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=8_th_Jrt9QA%3d&portalid=182
https://wmswcd.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/NGSS-Core-Ideas-Essential-questions.pdf


 

 

Process Standards: Using the inquiry process, students conduct, evaluate, and communicate scientific investigations. Second-grade 

process standards stress the importance of making detailed observations, recognizing unusual or unexpected data, developing 

simple questions, making predictions, drawing conclusions in guided experimentation. Students select and use appropriate tools, 

including technology, to measure, analyze, and represent data (e.g., graphs, models, pictures). 

 

IEFA (Indian Education For All) Essential Understandings Key Concepts   

 

 

Grade Topic NGSS standards Resources Quarter Taught 

2 Animal Adventures -Life Science links embedded below Mystery Science 1 

2 Work of Water - Earth & Space Science links embedded below Mystery Science 2 

2 Plant Adventures - Life Science links embedded below Mystery Science 3 

2 Materials Magic - Physical Science links embedded below Mystery Science 4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Indian%20Education/Indian%20Education%20101/EU_Key_Concepts.pdf?ver=2019-03-06-133235-637


 

Grade 2 
Life Science 

Performance 
Expectations 

Focus 
Disciplinary Core Ideas (DCIs) 

(Lesson Conceptual Flow) 
Scientific & Engineering 

Practices (SEPs) 
Crosscutting 

Concepts (CCC) 

Lesson 1  

How many 
different kinds of 
animals are 
there? 

2-LS4-1 
Biodiversity & 
Classification 

There are so many different kinds of animals--even today, we 

haven’t discovered all of them! Before it was easy to travel and 

visit each other’s continents, people only knew about the types of 

animals from where they grew up. Early scientists eventually 

started exploring different places and learning about new 

animals. They discovered the wide variety of living things in 

habitats, called biodiversity. Scientists organized the animals they 

discovered into groups based on their shared characteristics. 

 

DCI: LS4.D 

Students evaluate and communicate 

information by sorting animals based 

on their traits and explaining their 

choices. Then, students sort the animals 

based on the traits scientists use to 

classify the animals as mammals, birds, 

reptiles, and invertebrates. Students 

determine which group ‘challenge 

animals’ belong to, based on their 

characteristics. 

 

Students identify 

patterns in animal’s 

characteristics in order 

to group them.   

Lesson 2  

Why do frogs 
say “ribbit”? 

2-LS4-1 
Biodiversity, 
Species, & 
Habitats 

Frogs are a really neat example of the biodiversity in North 

America! In just one habitat, there can be many different frog 

species. Scientists study frog biodiversity by analyzing the 

different frog sounds they hear in a habitat--each frog species 

has a unique call. The variety of frog species in a habitat, 

depends on the amount of resources a habitat has. The more 

resources, the more types of frogs! 

 

DCI: LS4.D 

Students listen to a variety of frog calls, 

then analyze the sounds from two 

different habitats to determine which 

frogs are there. They then construct an 

argument from evidence about which 

habitat is more biodiverse based on the 

amount of different frog calls.  

Students identify 

patterns in frog calls 

in order to determine 

how biodiverse a 

habitat is.    

Lesson 3 

How could you 
get more birds 
to visit a bird 
feeder? 

2-LS4-1 
K-2-ETS1-1 
K-2-ETS1-2 
K-2-ETS1-3 

Biodiversity & 
Engineering 

Not all bird feeders are created equally! Bird feeders come in all 

shapes, sizes, and colors--they even hold different types of food. 

Different bird feeders attract different bird species. People like to 

see different birds up close, so engineers designed bird feeders 

to help solve this problem. There are so many different bird 

feeders and each one has strengths and weaknesses, depending 

on what type of bird you want to attract! 

 

DCI: LS4.D 

Students define a problem by stating 

which type of bird they want to design a 

bird feeder for, and what its needs are. 

Each student designs a solution by 

comparing multiple sketches and  

developing a model of a bird feeder 

that best meets the needs of the bird 

they want to attract. Students reflect on 

how to improve their prototype.   

Students explore the 

cause and effect 

relationship between 

bird feeder design and 

the type of food in it 

and the types of birds 

that visit it.  

https://www.nextgenscience.org/topic-arrangement/2interdependent-relationships-ecosystems
https://www.nextgenscience.org/topic-arrangement/2interdependent-relationships-ecosystems
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/2-ls4-1-biological-evolution-unity-and-diversity
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/k-2-ets1-1-engineering-design
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/k-2-ets1-1-engineering-design
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/k-2-ets1-3-engineering-design


 

Week 5 

 

Lesson 5: 
Where do 
plants 
grow 
best? (2-
LS2-1 and 
2-LS4-1) 
 

 

Lesson 5: Could you build a 
house out of paper? (2-PS1-1, 
2-PS1-3, K-2-ETS1-2, K-2-ETS1-
3) 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Grade 2 
Earth Science 

Performance 
Expectations 

Focus 
Disciplinary Core Ideas (DCIs) 

(Lesson Conceptual Flow) 

Scientific & 
Engineering Practices 

(SEPs) 
Crosscutting Concepts (CCC) 

Lesson 1  

If you floated 
down a river, 
where would 
you end up? 

2-ESS2-2 2-
ESS2-3 

Mapping & Earth’s 
Surface Features 

Rivers are bodies of water that are moving! When 

we look at a map of the earth’s surface, we see 

that big rivers empty into the ocean. Earth’s 

surface looks flat on a map, but we know that it is 

actually quite hilly. If we looked at a map with 

texture we’d see that rivers begin at points of high 

land, flow to points of low land and then into the 

ocean. 

 

DCIs: ESS2.B, ESS2.C 

Students develop a model 

of the earth’s surface and 

carry out an investigation 

to discover how rivers flow. 

They construct an 

explanation about where 

on the earth’s surface rivers 

start and end.  

Students identify patterns about 

where rivers start and end on earth’s 

surface.  

 

 

https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/2-ls2-1-ecosystems-interactions-energy-and-dynamics
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/2-ls2-1-ecosystems-interactions-energy-and-dynamics
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/2-ls4-1-biological-evolution-unity-and-diversity
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/2-ess2-2-earths-systems
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/2-ess2-3-earths-systems
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/2-ess2-3-earths-systems


 

Lesson 2  

Why is there 
sand at the 
beach? 

2-ESS1-1 
2-ESS2-1 
2-ESS2-2 

Rocks, Sand, & 
Erosion 

In the last lesson, we explored how rivers flow 

from high points of the earth’s surface to low 

points and into the ocean. Oceans are usually 

next to sandy beaches - but how did all of that 

sand get there? As the rivers flow toward the 

ocean, rocks collide into one another causing 

them to break into smaller pieces. By the time 

those rocks reach the end of the river, they are 

tiny rocks - or sand!  

 

DCIs:  ESS1.C, Foundational for ESS2.A, 

ESS2.B 

Students conduct an 

investigation by modeling 

how rocks tumble through a 

river and break. Students 

construct an explanation 

for why there is sand at the 

beach. 

Students reason about the cause 

and effect of rocks tumbling in a 

river (cause) and turning into sand 

(effect). 

 

Students begin to explore that 

changes to the earth’s surface can 

happen slowly through the process 

of erosion. 

Lesson 3 

What’s strong 
enough to 
make a 
canyon? 

 2-ESS1-1 2-
ESS2-1 

2-ESS2-2 

Erosion, Earth’s 
Surface, & 
Landforms 

Water is incredibly powerful - even powerful 

enough to move the earth’s surface! Heavy rains 

wash away dirt and rocks, creating canyons - this 

process is called erosion. Most canyons have 

rivers flowing from them, and as time passes the 

water continues to carry away dirt, rocks, and 

sand. Because of this, canyons continue to grow 

deeper and wider over time. 

 

DCIs:  ESS1.C, ESS2.A, ESS2.B, ESS2.C 

Students conduct an 

investigation by modeling 

what happens to land when 

it rains over and over.  

Students construct an 

explanation for how the 

water changed the land. 

Students consider the cause and 

effect of how heavy rains (cause) 

create canyons on earth’s surface 

(effect). 

 

Students begin to explore that 

changes to the earth’s surface can 

happen slowly through the process 

of erosion. 

Lesson 4  

How can you 
stop a 
landslide? 
 

2-ESS1-1 

2-ESS2-1 

K-2-ETS1-1 

K-2-ETS1-2 

K-2-ETS1-3 

Erosion & 
Engineering 

Landslides - when the earth loosens and is 

washed away down a hill - is more likely to 

happen after a wildfire! The fire burns the plants, 

which soak up rainwater and stabilize the soil with 

their roots. After a heavy rain, the water loosens 

the soil and washes the soil away, causing a 

landslide. Landslides pose many dangers for 

people! 

 

DCIs: ESS1.C, ESS2.A, ETS1.A, ETS1.B, 

ETS1.C 

Students define the 

problem that landslides 

create. They design 

solutions to stabilize soil 

and prevent landslides. 

Students compare their 

solutions and engage in 

argument from this 

evidence to determine 

which designs are most 

effective. 

Students apply the concept that 

changes to earth’s surface can 

happen rapidly during a landslide. 

 

Students mimic natural structures 

and their functions to create a 

design solution that lessens the 

impact of landslides. 

 

 

 

https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/2-ess1-1-earths-place-universe
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/2-ess2-1-earths-systems
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/2-ess2-2-earths-systems
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/2-ess1-1-earths-place-universe
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/2-ess2-1-earths-systems
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/2-ess2-1-earths-systems
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/2-ess2-2-earths-systems
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/2-ess1-1-earths-place-universe
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/2-ess2-1-earths-systems
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/k-2-ets1-1-engineering-design
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/k-2-ets1-2-engineering-design
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/k-2-ets1-3-engineering-design


 

 

 

Grade 2 
Life Science 

Performance 
Expectations 

Focus 
Disciplinary Core Ideas (DCIs) 

(Lesson Conceptual Flow) 
Scientific & Engineering 

Practices (SEPs) 
Crosscutting Concepts 

(CCC) 

Lesson 1  

How did a tree 
travel halfway 
around the 
world? 

2-LS2-2 Seed Dispersal 

Many plants start as seeds! There are a lot of 

different types of seeds, all with unique 

shapes. In order for more plants to grow, 

seeds need to move away from the parent 

plant and grow into a new plant. Plants 

depend on wind, water, and animals to 

disperse their seeds.  

 

DCIs: LS2.A 

Students model seed 

dispersal by creating three 

different seed flyers. They 

investigate how each seed 

flyers’ structure helps the 

seed disperse. 

 

Students explore how the 

structure of a seed helps it 

disperse (function).  

 

Lesson 2  

Could a plant 
survive without 
light? 

2-LS2-1 
Water, Sunlight, & 

Plant Growth 

When a seed is in soil, the first thing to grow 

are its roots. The seed needs water to grow, 

but does it also need soil? Making careful 

observations of plants that are grown with and 

without soil, we can observe that plants grown 

in soil look healthier. But can a plant survive 

without sunlight? Although seeds can sprout 

without sunlight, they need light to be healthy 

and survive. Plants need sunlight and water to 

grow. 

 

DCIs: LS2.A 

Students plan and carry out 

an investigation to 

determine how light affects 

plant growth. They grow 

some radish seeds in light 

conditions and some radish 

seeds in dark conditions and 

then analyze their data 

through close observations 

of the plants after several 

days. 

Students observe the effects 

of plants grown in the dark 

and in the light. They 

observe that when plants are 

grown in the dark, it causes 

them to be less healthy (and 

eventually those plants 

cannot survive).  

https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/2-ls2-2-ecosystems-interactions-energy-and-dynamics
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/2-ls2-1-ecosystems-interactions-energy-and-dynamics


 

Lesson 3 

Why do trees 
grow so tall? 

2-LS2-1 
Light, Leaves, & 

Competition 

We’ve learned that plants need water and 

minerals to survive, but they also need light! 

It’s possible to watch plants grow toward light 

following the sun throughout the day. The 

leaves of a plant soak up the sun and deliver it 

to the rest of the plant. Trees compete for 

sunlight, so their leaves are at the top of the 

tree and they grow as tall as possible.  

 

DCIs:  LS2.A 

 

 

Students make a Grass 

Head and conduct an 

investigation to determine 

the sun’s impact on the 

direction plants grow. 

Analyzing data, students 

predict growth patterns of 

plants. 

 

 

Students consider the effect 

sunlight has on plant growth. 

Students analyze the role of 

the leaves (structure) in 

helping the plant capture 

sunlight (function). 

Lesson 4  

Should you 
water a cactus? 

2-LS2-1 
2-LS4-1 

Adaptations & 
Habitat 

All plants need sunlight and water to survive, 

but they don’t need the same amount of them. 

There are plants that like shade, and live on 

the forest floor. There are even plants that 

need small amounts of water and can survive 

in the hot and dry desert. 

DCIs: LS2.A, LS4.D 

Students analyze the data 

from their Grass Head in 

Lesson 3. They compare 

their growth pattern 

prediction with the actual 

results to determine if the 

grass grew in the direction of 

the sunlight.  

Students consider the cause 

and effect relationship 

between a plant’s needs and 

the habitat it survives best in. 

Students consider how 

plants have structures that 

help them survive in their 

environment (function). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lesson 1  

Why do we 
wear 
clothes? 

2-PS1-1 2-PS1-
2 

K-2-ETS1-1 
K-2-ETS1-2 
K-2-ETS1-3 

Material Properties & 
Engineering 

Materials have a set of unique properties 

that determine their use. Clothes are made 

of material, and we wear them to protect 

us. We choose clothing based on its 

properties. For example, if it was hot 

outside we would wear something light and 

opaque to protect us from the sun. 

Students define the 

problem that a hat is 

needed to shade the sun. 

They carry out an 

investigation of the 

properties of the provided 

materials. Next, each student 

Students consider the 

pattern that different 

materials share similar 

properties. Students test the 

effect a material’s properties 

have on its function. 

https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/2-ls2-1-ecosystems-interactions-energy-and-dynamics
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/2-ls2-1-ecosystems-interactions-energy-and-dynamics
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/2-ls4-1-biological-evolution-unity-and-diversity
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/2-ps1-1-matter-and-its-interactions
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/2-ps1-1-matter-and-its-interactions
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/2-ps1-2-matter-and-its-interactions
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/k-2-ets1-1-engineering-design
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/k-2-ets1-2-engineering-design
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/k-2-ets1-3-engineering-design


 

 

DCIs: PS1.A, ETS1.A, ETS1.B 

designs a solution by 

selecting materials to create 

a hat that blocks the sun. 

Lesson 2  

Can you 
really fry an 
egg on a hot 
sidewalk? 

2-PS1-1 2-PS1-
2 

Classify Materials, 
Insulators, Properties 

One interesting property of materials is 

whether they are an insulator (a material 

that does not allow the movement of heat) 

or a conductor (a material that moves heat 

easily). If you know which property a 

material has, you can choose the best one 

for your purpose! 

 

DCIs: PS1.A 

Students carry out an 

investigation to test if a 

material is an insulator. 

Analyzing the data, they 

determine which material 

they would use to pick up 

something hot.  

Students consider the 

pattern that different 

materials share similar 

properties. Students test the 

effect a material’s properties 

have on its function. 

      

Lesson 3 

Why are so 
many toys 
made out of 
plastic? 

2-PS1-1 
2-PS1-2 2-PS1-

4 

Heating, Cooling, & Phases 
of Matter 

Another property of materials is if they are 

meltable or not. If a material is meltable, it 

melts into a liquid when you heat it up! All 

meltable material melts at different 

temperatures. Some may melt in your 

hands, while others need fire. This property 

is useful because you can heat a 

substance, melt it, pour the liquid into any 

mold, let it cool and harden again to make 

different shapes. 

 

DCIs:  PS1.A, PS1.B 

Students conduct an 

investigation to determine 

which type of candy will melt 

in hot water. Analyzing the 

data, students compare their 

predictions to what actually 

occurred. Students engage 

in an argument as to which 

candy to mail using 

evidence from the 

investigation to support their 

claim.  

Students observe the 

pattern that different 

materials share similar 

properties. Students 

consider the cause and 

effect of heat being added to 

meltable substances. They 

observe that when heat 

(energy) is applied to a 

meltable substance (matter) 

it changes shape.  

Lesson 4  

What 
materials 
might be 
invented in 
the future? 

2-PS1-1 2-PS1-
2 

K-2-ETS1-1 
K-2-ETS1-2 

Inventions & Engineering 

Over time, inventions of materials with new 

properties have helped solve problems. 

New materials are constantly being 

invented and made into products that could 

be available in the future. 

 

DCIs: PS1.A, ETS1.A, ETS1.B, 

Foundational ETS1.C 

Students use a new material 

to design solutions to solve 

a real life problem.  Students 

engage in an argument for 

the merits of their design. 

Students observe the 

pattern that different 

materials share similar 

properties. Some materials 

have properties that cause 

them to be better suited to a 

purpose. They begin to 

explore how the structure of 

a designed object relates to 

its function. 

Lesson 5 

Could you 
build a 
house out of 

2-PS1-1 2-PS1-
3 

K-2-ETS1-2 
K-2-ETS1-3 

Materials, Properties, & 
Engineering 

Building materials--like wood, concrete, 

and steel-- all share an important property, 

strength. They are easy to build with 

because you can combine many small 

pieces and make a bigger structure. But 

those aren’t the only materials you can use 

Students design a solution 

to building a tall tower and a 

strong tower out of paper. 

They change the properties 

of paper by folding, bending 

and cutting paper.. Students 

Students consider that 

matter, in this case paper, 

can be broken into smaller 

pieces or change shapes.  

 

Students consider the cause 

https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/2-ps1-1-matter-and-its-interactions
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/2-ps1-1-matter-and-its-interactions
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/2-ps1-2-matter-and-its-interactions
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/2-ps1-1-matter-and-its-interactions
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/2-ps1-2-matter-and-its-interactions
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/2-ps1-2-matter-and-its-interactions
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/2-ps1-2-matter-and-its-interactions
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/2-ps1-1-matter-and-its-interactions
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/2-ps1-2-matter-and-its-interactions
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/2-ps1-2-matter-and-its-interactions
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/k-2-ets1-1-engineering-design
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/k-2-ets1-2-engineering-design
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/2-ps1-1-matter-and-its-interactions
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/2-ps1-3-matter-and-its-interactions
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/2-ps1-3-matter-and-its-interactions
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/k-2-ets1-2-engineering-design
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/k-2-ets1-3-engineering-design


 

paper? to build! Paper doesn’t seem like it has the 

right properties for building--it’s flexible and 

isn’t strong. Surprisingly, you can change 

the properties of paper to make it stronger 

and a better building material. 

 

DCIs: PS1.A, ETS1.B, ETS1.C 

model the building process 

by assembling small pieces 

in order to build an object. 

and effect relationship 

between a material’s 

properties and its uses. 

 

 

Montana 2nd Grade Science Standards 

 

Physical Science content standards for 2nd Grade are that each student will: 

● plan and conduct an investigation to describe and classify various materials by their observable properties NGSS Standard:  

2-PS1-1 Matter and Its Interactions 

● conduct an investigation and analyze data to determine which materials have the properties best suited for an intended 

purpose NGSS Standard:  2-PS1-2 Matter and Its Interactions 

● make observations to construct an evidence-based claim of how an object made of a small set of pieces can be disassembled 

and made into a new object NGSS Standard:  2-PS1-3 Matter and Its Interactions  

● construct an argument with evidence that some changes caused by heating or cooling can be reversed and some cannot  

NGSS Standard:  2-PS1-4 Matter and Its Interactions    

Life Science content standards for 2nd Grade are that each student will: 

● plan and conduct a cause and effect investigation to determine whether plants need sunlight and water to grow 2-LS2-1 

Ecosystems: Interactions, Energy, and Dynamics   

● develop a simple model that mimics the structure and function of an animal in dispersing seeds or pollinating plants 2-LS2-2 

Ecosystems: Interactions, Energy, and Dynamics   

● make observations of plants and animals to compare and contrast the diversity of life in different habitats 2-LS4-1 Biological 

Evolution: Unity and Diversity 

Earth and Space Science content for 2nd Grade are that each student will: 

● use information from several sources to provide evidence that Earth events can occur quickly or slowly 2-ESS1-1 Earth's 

Place in the Universe  
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https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/2-ps1-1-matter-and-its-interactions
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/2-ps1-2-matter-and-its-interactions
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/2-ps1-3-matter-and-its-interactions
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/2-ps1-4-matter-and-its-interactions
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/2-ls2-1-ecosystems-interactions-energy-and-dynamics
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/2-ls2-1-ecosystems-interactions-energy-and-dynamics
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/2-ls2-2-ecosystems-interactions-energy-and-dynamics
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/2-ls2-2-ecosystems-interactions-energy-and-dynamics
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/2-ls4-1-biological-evolution-unity-and-diversity
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/2-ls4-1-biological-evolution-unity-and-diversity
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/2-ess1-1-earths-place-universe
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/2-ess1-1-earths-place-universe


 

● construct explanations to compare multiple physical and naturally built designs which impact wind or water's effect on the 

shape of the land  2-ESS2-1 Earth's Systems 

● develop models to represent the shapes and kinds of land and bodies of water in an area 2-ESS2-2 Earth's Systems  

● obtain information to identify where water is found on Earth and that water can be solid, liquid, or gas 

https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/2-ess2-3-earths-systems 

 

 

 

K - 3 Science Differentiation: 

 

At the beginning of the year, teach students how to use the Google Extension “Screenshot Reader,” or other relevant screen 

reader, so students are front loaded with the application and can use it with the virtual components of the curriculum.  Provide 

additional prompting and assistance for struggling students throughout the school year.  For additional support for struggling students, 

communicate with the Special Education teacher for the grade level especially in the area of comprehension (i.e. graphic organizers, 

etc.).  Additionally, for students who are above grade level, complete extension activities that are aligned with the current unit.  This 

could be a presentation for the class via Google Slides, or other relevant application, or additional, supplemental readings for the 

current area of study. 
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https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/2-ess2-3-earths-systems

