
Safe Return to In-Person Instruction and

Continuity of Services Plan

District Name: Portsmouth City Schools

District Address: 724 Findlay Street Portsmouth, Ohio 45662

District Contact: Josh Morris, Director of Curriculum and Instruction

District IRN: 044669

On June 2, 2021, Governor DeWine announced the state’s loosened mask mandate. Fully vaccinated people in Ohio will
non longer be required to wear a mask except in certain crowded indoor settings, such as in areas of healthcare and
transportation.  Many Ohio schools ended the school year before Memorial Day, but others will have classes well into
June. Many schools are offering summer programs, in part to catch up on learning lost during the pandemic year.

Governor DeWine has requested that schools and districts design plans that address the safe return to in-person
instruction and continuity of services to meet the needs of students.  This plan was established to help students advance
and make up for any learning that may have been lost or delayed because of the coronavirus pandemic. The plan was
established to meet the needs of students that could include, but are not limited to, ending the school year later than
scheduled, beginning the new year early, extending the school day, or offering summer programs.

Plans should address, but are not limited to, the following key components:
● Impacted Students: How will schools and districts identify which students have been most impacted by the pandemic

in terms of their learning progress (with a focus on the most vulnerable student populations)?
● Needs Assessment: How will schools and districts identify the needs of those students?
● Resources and Budget: What resources are available to address those needs?  Generally, what is the budget for the

plan?
● Approaches: What approaches can best be deployed to address those needs? (This may include approaches such as

ending the school year later than scheduled, beginning the new year early, extending the school day, summer
programs, tutoring, and remote options.)

● Partnerships: Which local and regional partners (such as Educational Service Centers, Information Technology
Centers, libraries, museums, after-school programs, or civic organizations) can schools and districts engage in
supporting student needs?

● Alignment: How can this plan reinforce and align to other district or school plans?  This may include but is not limited to
Student Wellness and Success Fund plans, remote learning plans, improvement plans, CCIP-related plans, graduation
plans.

Each district or school should consider its unique needs and issues and prepare its plan in a way that responds
appropriately and leverages the assets of its unique partners including their Educational Service Center and other regional
and community-based partners.  Each district or school should consider a wide range of representation and voices from
district and community stakeholders in planning for learning recovery and extended learning opportunities.

The governor asked schools and districts to provide their plans to the public and General Assembly no later than April 1.

This template has been designed to assist districts in meeting and exceeding this requirement and in supporting
their long-term instructional planning efforts. Please refer to the Planning Support Document at the end of this
template for guiding questions and resources.

Questions, comments and concerns can be emailed to:
ExtendedLearning@education.ohio.gov

mailto:ExtendedLearning@education.ohio.gov
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Portsmouth City Schools Reopening Plan Summary 2021-2022

Calendar &
Schedule

▪ Students first day will be on Monday, August 23rd, and we will return 5 days per week unless state/county
guidelines mandate a change. If we are not in attendance 5 days per week see plan below.

▪ Student schedules will be based upon the State/County Levels of Coronavirus and guidance provided by local and
state officials. We will communicate which level and plan we are on through social media, phone calls, and website.

▪ Yellow/Orange- Levels 1 and 2- students attend Monday, Tuesday,Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday
▪ Orange/Red – Levels 2 and 3- Monday/Tuesday– half of our students will attend these days for in-person

instruction and will participate in online instruction all other days Thursday/Friday– the other half of our students
attend these days for in-person instruction and will participate in online instruction all other days.

▪ Wednesday will be online learning for students, and staff will report to provide virtual learning.
▪ Red/Purple - Levels 3 and 4 - Virtual only instruction for all students.

Technology
▪ Each student will be issued a chrome book for school and/or home use.
▪ Internet is available in schools and a hotspot was installed at school building parking lots and on school buses

along with upgrades in gyms/cafeterias.

Classrooms
▪ Class sizes are being scheduled to meet capacity expectations.
▪ Students will be spaced apart at desks or tables to meet local guidelines.
▪ Hand sanitizer and/or hand washing stations will be in each classroom.
▪ Student supplies and classroom materials will be sanitized after each use as necessary.

Common
Areas

▪ Class changes will be staggered as necessary.
▪ Recesses will be staggered ,as necessary, and students will sanitize hands once finished.
▪ Social distancing guidelines will be posted throughout building, as necessary.

Meals

▪ Students will eat grab and go breakfasts in the cafeteria and classrooms as necessary.
▪ Cafeterias will have staggered meal times and other areas of the building such as gymnasiums may be used to

help.
▪ Cafeterias will be sanitized between lunches as necessary.
▪ All students will receive breakfast/lunch on Tuesday afternoon to take home for Wednesday meals, if district

required attendance is less than 5 days per week in person.
▪ Those students on Virtual schedules will have the opportunity to receive meals on a schedule to be determined.

Hygiene &
Health

▪ The Portsmouth City Health Department will contact the school if a positive case is recorded.
▪ Students and staff will do daily home COVID-19 screening and stay home if sick or have symptoms as necessary.
▪ All students and staff will have temperature checks upon entering building, only if required by local guidelines.
▪ All staff will be required to wear masks and/or face shields, only if mandated by state and local guidelines.
▪ Students in grades 3-12 will wear masks, only if mandated by state and local guidelines.
▪ Students in grades Preschool-2nd grade are encouraged to wear masks, only when mandated by state and local

guidelines.
▪ Hand sanitizing stations will be placed around schools.
▪ Students will be instructed on proper hygiene and reminded throughout the year.
▪ Students will be permitted to have clear containers for water as fountains will be unavailable.

Arrival &
Dismissal

▪ All students must wear a mask on the bus, only if mandated by state and local guidelines.
▪ All students will have temperature checked prior to getting on the bus, only if mandated by state and local

guidelines.
▪ We will attempt to have no more than 2 students per seat on nearly all bus routes and sit siblings together.
▪ Windows will be down on the buses to help with air circulation, as needed.
▪ No students will sit in the front row behind the bus driver, as needed.
▪ The buses will be disinfected after each AM and PM route,only if mandated by state and local guidelines.
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▪ Students will report to classrooms/designated areas upon entering building.

Visitors
▪ Visitors will remain in cars for student pickup and drop off.
▪ Non-essential visitors are encouraged not to enter school buildings.
▪ Visitors will be restricted to the office area and temperature will be checked (only if mandated by state and local

guidelines)

Trojan
Virtual

Academy

▪ An online option, The Trojan Virtual Academy, may be provided for those who choose not to send their students
to school and will be taught by our teaching staff.

▪ To be considered for TVA students must complete an application, have home internet, and show competency in
being able to submit online assignments.

▪ If you are considering TVA as an option, you must contact the building principal by no later than August 6th.
▪ Families that have students approved for TVA may change from online to on-site learning at the end of each

grading period. In order to prepare for students re-entering school, please notify the school 3 weeks before the
grading period ends that your child will change back to on-site learning.
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Identifying Academic Needs
Impacted
Students:

How will schools/districts identify which students have been most impacted by the pandemic in
terms of their learning progress (with a focus on the most vulnerable student populations including
but not limited to disengaged students)?

Considerations:
- Resources (Existing and Needed)
- Partnerships (Local/Regional, ESC, ITC, libraries, museums, after-school programs, civic organizations,

etc.)
- Alignment (Other District/School Plans, Wellness and Success plans, remote learning plans,

improvement plans, CCIP-related plans, graduation plans, student success plans, etc.)
- Alignment with current OIP five-step processes (1-Identify Critical Needs, 2-Research and Select

Evidence-Based Strategies, 3-Plan for Implementation, 4-Implement and Monitor, 5-Examine,
Reflect, Adjust)

- Core Questions to Consider:
- What do students need to know?
- How do we know if they’ve learned it?
- How do we intervene for those students who have not learned it?
- How do extend other opportunities for those who have learned it?

Budget

Spring 2021 ● Special Education Progress Reports
● Updated ETR testing (if available), IEP present levels of performance
● Student grades disaggregated by subgroups (SWD, ED, Gifted, ELL,

etc.)
● Pass/Fail data for all classes disaggregated by subgroups (SWD.ED,

Gifted, ELL, etc.)
● High School student credits disaggregated by subgroups (SWD, ED,

Gifted, ELL, etc.)
● Reading Improvement and Monitoring Plan (RIMP) results
● Performance on district assessments (STAR, iReady,

DIBELS/Acadience, MAP, short cycle assessments, etc.)
disaggregated by subgroups (SWD, ED, Gifted, ELL, etc.)

● Performance on ODE developed Restart Readiness assessments
(full-length benchmark and/or Checkpoint assessments)

○ Training spring/fall 2021 and implementation for 7-12 Fall
2021

● disaggregated by subgroups (SWD, ED, Gifted, ELL, etc.)
● Item analysis of district assessments and/or Restart Readiness

assessments or Fall Third Grade OAA
● AP and/or College Credit Plus enrollment and grades
● Early Learning Assessment for preschoolers and their curriculum

based assessment.
● Performance on ACT and/or SAT
● Heggerty & Bridge the Gap Screeners
● Fundations
● Terra Nova

*ESSER II
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Summer 2021 ● Performance on Ohio State Tests
● Item analysis of Ohio State Test results
● Performance on ACT and/or SAT
● Early Learning Assessment for preschoolers and curriculum based

assessments
●

*ESSER II

2021 - 2022 ● Special Education Progress Reports
● Updated ETR testing (if available), IEP present levels of performance
● Student grades disaggregated by subgroups (SWD, ED, Gifted, ELL,

etc.)
● Pass/Fail data for all classes disaggregated by subgroups (SWD.ED,

Gifted, ELL, etc.)
● High School student credits disaggregated by subgroups (SWD, ED,

Gifted, ELL, etc.)
● Performance on ODE ELA and Math Practice Tests and Restart

Readiness assessments disaggregated by subgroups (SWD, ED,
Gifted, ELL, etc.)

● Performance on Kindergarten Readiness Assessment and Universal
Screeners

● Reading Improvement and Monitoring Plan (RIMP) results
● Performance on district assessments (STAR, iReady, short cycle

assessments, etc.) disaggregated by subgroups (SWD, ED, Gifted,
ELL, etc.)

● Performance on ODE developed Restart Readiness assessments
(full-length benchmark and/or Checkpoint assessments)

○ Working on Implementation for Fall 2021 in 7-12 to be able to
generate data to disaggregate for subgroups

● disaggregated by subgroups (SWD, ED, Gifted, ELL, etc.)
● Item analysis of district assessments and/or Restart Readiness

assessments
● Performance on Ohio State Tests
● Item analysis of Ohio State Test results
● Performance on ACT and/or SAT
● Early Learning Assessment for preschoolers and their curriculum

based assessment.
● AP and/or College Credit Plus enrollment and grades
● Gifted identification assessment data (Superior Cognitive, Specific

Academic, and Creative Thinking)
● Heggerty & Bridge the Gap Screener
● Fundations
● Terra Nova

*ESSER II

2022 - 2023 ● Special Education Progress Reports
● Updated ETR testing (if available), IEP present levels of performance
● Student grades disaggregated by subgroups (SWD, ED, Gifted, ELL,

etc.)
● Pass/Fail data for all classes disaggregated by subgroups (SWD.ED,

Gifted, ELL, etc.)
● High School student credits disaggregated by subgroups (SWD, ED,

Gifted, ELL, etc.)

*ESSER II
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● Performance on ODE ELA and Math Practice Tests and Restart
Readiness assessments disaggregated by subgroups (SWD, ED,
Gifted, ELL, etc.)

● Performance on Kindergarten Readiness Assessment and Universal
Screeners

● Reading Improvement and Monitoring Plan (RIMP) results
● Performance on district assessments (STAR, iReady, etc.)

disaggregated by subgroups (SWD, ED, Gifted, ELL, etc.)
● Performance on ODE developed Restart Readiness assessments

(full-length benchmark and/or Checkpoint assessments)
disaggregated by subgroups (SWD, ED, Gifted, ELL, etc.)

● Item analysis of district assessments and/or Restart Readiness
assessments

● Performance on Ohio State Tests
● Item analysis of Ohio State Test results
● Performance on ACT and/or SAT
● Early Learning Assessment for preschoolers and their curriculum

based assessment.
● AP and/or College Credit Plus enrollment and grades
● Gifted identification assessment data (Superior Cognitive, Specific

Academic, and Creative Thinking)
● Heggerty & Bridge the Gap Screeners
● Terra Nova

Approaches to Address Academic Gap Filling
Approaches &
Removing/
Overcoming
Barriers

What approaches will schools/districts use to fill learning needs identified above?
What steps will be taken to remove/overcome barriers that may be associated with the “Gap Filling
Approaches” (transportation to tutoring, no data to track/identify specific student needs, funding
concerns to support approaches, etc.)?



Safe Return to In-Person Instruction and

Continuity of Services Plan

Considerations:
- Resources (Existing and Needed)
- Partnerships (Local/Regional, ESC, ITC, libraries, museums, after-school programs, civic organizations,

etc.)
- Alignment (Other District/School Plans, Wellness and Success plans, remote learning plans,

improvement plans, CCIP-related plans, graduation plans, student success plans, etc.)
- Alignment with current OIP five-step processes (1-Identify Critical Needs, 2-Research and Select

Evidence-Based Strategies, 3-Plan for Implementation, 4-Implement and Monitor, 5-Examine,
Reflect, Adjust)

- Core Questions to Consider:
- What do students need to know?
- How do we know if they’ve learned it?
- How do we intervene for those students who have not learned it?
- How do extend other opportunities for those who have learned it?

Budget

Spring 2021
● 21st Century: Before and After Mall
● Fill the gap and credit recovery efforts for 9-12

*21st Century Grant

*ESSER II

*Transportation

Summer 2021
● Portsmouth City Extended Learning Program for all students grades

PreK-12th (June 14 - July 15)
● Portsmouth City Early Start Program (PreK-3 & 7-8th) (August 2 -

August 13th)
● Review ELA and Math Student Readiness Toolkits and complete Gap

Analysis
● ESY services provided by SCOESC for SWD as determined by the

IEP team

*ESSER II

*Transportation

2021 - 2022 ● 21st Century: Before and After School Programming (K-6)
● After School programming (7-12)
● ESY services provided by SCOESC for SWD as determined by the

IEP team

*ESSER II

*Success &
Wellness

*21st Century Grant

2022 - 2023 ● Portsmouth City Extended Learning Program for all students grades
PreK-12th (June - July 2022)

● Portsmouth City Early Start Program (August 2022)
● 21st Century: Before and After School Programming (K-6)
● After School Programming (7th-12th)
● ESY services provided by SCOESC for SWD as determined by the

IEP team

*ESSER II

*21st Century Grant

*Success &
Wellness
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Approaches to Identify Social & Emotional Needs
Impacted
Students:

How will schools/districts identify which students have been most impacted by the pandemic in
terms of their social/emotional needs (with a focus on the most vulnerable student populations
including but not limited to disengaged students)?

Considerations:
- Resources (Existing and Needed)
- Partnerships (Local/Regional, ESC, ITC, libraries, museums, after-school programs, civic organizations,

etc.)
- Alignment (Other District/School Plans, Wellness and Success plans, remote learning plans,

improvement plans, OIP, CCIP-related plans, graduation plans, student success plans, etc.)

Budget

Spring 2021 ● Data on student participation in online learning or lack of
● Teacher referrals
● SWISS data (Check-in/Check-out mentoring)
● Student Experience 21 student survey results (with Battelle for Kids)

○ Focused on Hope, Belonging, Engagement, and 21st century
learning skills

● Students already being served through local partner (Shawnee
Family Health)

● Children and Family Services
● Chronic absenteeism data
● HB 410 attendance meeting data
● Drastic drops in GPA

*Success &
Wellness

*ESSER II

Summer 2021 ● Students already being served through local partners (Shawnee
Family Health, etc.)

● Teacher Referrals
● Children and Family Services

*Success &
Wellness

*ESSER II

2021 - 2022 ● Data on student participation in online learning or lack of
● Teacher referrals
● SWISS data (Check-in/Check-out mentoring)
● Student Experience 21 student survey results (with Battelle for Kids)

○ Focused on Hope, Belonging, Engagement, and 21st century
learning skills

● Students already being served through local partners (Shawnee
Family Health, etc.)

● Children and Family Services

*Success &
Wellness

*ESSER II
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● Chronic absenteeism data
● HB 410 attendance meeting data
● Drastic drops in GPA

2022 - 2023 ● Data on student participation in online learning or lack of
● Teacher referrals
● SWISS data (Check-in/Check-out mentoring)
● Student Experience 21 student survey results (with Battelle for Kids)

○ Focused on Hope, Belonging, Engagement, and 21st century
learning skills

● Students already being served through local partner (Shawnee
Family Health, etc)

● Children and Family Services
● Chronic absenteeism data
● HB 410 attendance meeting data
● Drastic drops in GPA

*Success &
Wellness

*ESSER II


