
June 10, 2021

Dear Members of the Brunswick School District Community,

Let me start by congratulating the class of 2021! The past 13 plus months have been challenging
for all of us and, in particular, for each of you. Each of you has persevered in the face of
adversity and sacrificed in ways in which we never could have considered prior to the pandemic.

As we near the end of the 2020-2021 school year I also want to share my gratitude for the
passing of the Brunswick School Department’s FY 22 school budget as well as share a letter
from Beth Bisson, Chair of the School Board Finance Committee. In addition, I also would like
to announce the hiring of two new administrators: Laurie Catanese, BJHS Principal and Ruth
Joyce, Assistant Special Education Director.

Sincerely,
Phillip J. Potenziano, Ed.D.
Superintendent of Schools

______________________________________________________________

Dear Brunswick School Community:

On behalf of the Finance Committee of the Brunswick School Board, I would like to thank the
Brunswick community for supporting the 2021-2022 School Budget on Tuesday, June 8th. This
has been a challenging year for all of us, and I am proud to be part of a community that values
and invests in our schools, even in difficult times.

I am grateful to every Brunswick School Department teacher, administrator, staff member, and
student for the resilience, creativity, humor, and hard work it has taken to adapt to the challenges
of the COVID-19 pandemic. The work of recovering from these challenges continues, but I wish
our entire school community a safe and restful summer, and I look forward to a 2021-2022



school year that will provide many more opportunities to gather in-person to support and
celebrate our students’ hard work, achievements, and successes.

I would also like to thank our teachers, staff, and administrators for the work that went into
identifying the needs of our students, staff, and families for the 2021-2022 school year and
preparing the 2021-2022 School Budget to meet those needs.

Sincerely,
Beth Bisson
Brunswick School Board, District 2
Vice-Chair, and Finance Committee Chair

______________________________________________________________

BJHS PRINCIPAL UPDATE

Please welcome Laurie Catanese as Principal
at Brunswick Junior High School. Laurie
emerged from a robust candidate pool, and I
believe Laurie is a great fit for BJHS and will
serve our students, parents, faculty/staff, and
community well.

Laurie is joining us from the Oxford Hills
School District where she has spent eleven of
her fourteen years in education as an
elementary school teacher, middle school
teacher, and, most recently, as high school
assistant principal.



Laurie has a passion for working with middle-level students, as demonstrated by nine years of
experience teaching grades five through eight. Most notably, she collaborated with others to start
a community-based experiential learning team for at-risk middle school students. Laurie is the
2015 Oxford County Teacher of the Year and currently serves on the Maine State Teacher of the
Year state selection team.

Laurie has a Bachelor’s Degree in Elementary Education from Saint Joseph’s College of Maine
and a Master’s Degree in Educational Leadership from the University of Maine at Farmington,
where she continues to serve on the Education Advisory Council.

As a life-long lover of Maine and books, Laurie has always been inspired by the advice given in
Miss. Rumphius by Barbara Cooney. She is close with her immediate and extended family.
She loves to travel with her husband and two dogs and can often be found camping, hiking, or
downhill skiing.

______________________________________________________________

SPECIAL EDUCATION ASSISTANT DIRECTOR

Please welcome Ruth Joyce as Assistant Director of Special
Education.  Ruth's knowledge of special education practices and
procedures, collaborative nature, and advocacy for inclusion will
be great assets to our Team.

Ruth has four years of experience in special education
administration. She has been working with Lewiston Public
Schools as a special education supervisor. She has also worked
as an early childhood special education teacher, public Pre-K
teacher, elementary resource room teacher, and an ed tech.



Additionally, her energy and advocacy for students with disabilities will serve as important
contributions to our efforts to ensure the success of Brunswick's Special Education restructure.
Ruth holds a masters degree from the University of Southern Maine in Educational Leadership,
and an undergraduate degree in Early Childhood Special Education from the University of Maine
at Farmington.
While working in Lewiston Public Schools Ruth passionately participated in the equity resource
team as well as their restorative practices work. She currently is on the Restorative Justice
Institute of Maine Board.

Ruth grew up in Maine and lives in Brunswick. She loves spending time at the ocean and
discovering trails, coves, and hidden gems within the area with her husband and two children.
She has one dog and a cat that thinks she is a dog. She also loves bringing new life to things
that have been discarded or forgotten. She can be found thrifting, painting, sewing, and writing.
As a new adventure, she and her daughter recently signed up to foster cats with Midcoast
Humane Society. She has a deep love and value for her family, educational equity, and
community.


