West Hempstead
Middle School
Parent Meeting Regarding Re-Opening
August 27, 2020

Tonight’s agenda:
• Brief review of district plan (also available at:
http://www.whufsd.com/district/reopening_information)

•
•
•
•

Safety measures
Procedures and protocols
Learning and instruction
Answers to questions

Key elements of the district plan:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

#RamResolve
Recover, Rebuild, & Renew
Hybrid (or Concurrent) Learning Model
Full Remote (or Distance) Learning Model
Health & Safety Protocols
Attendance & Learning Expectations
Social & Emotional Needs

What is #RamResolve?
• Our theme for the district for the upcoming year
• It is not just about being physically steadfast, but also about having
anything you want if you are willing to work for it
• It is about creating physical and mental sweat as we as read, write,
and think critically daily
• It is about bringing your best self forward each day to the physical
classroom or the Google Classroom
• It is not about where you start but it is about where you end
• It is about no limits on learning and no excuses for not learning
• It is understanding that the the obstacle is the way

What do we mean by recover,
rebuild, & renew?
• We will recover what may have been lost in the 5+
months since school ﬁrst closed
• We will rebuild our #RamResolve and #RamPride to
move beyond where we left oﬀ in March
• We will renew how we teach and learn and turn this
challenge into an opportunity to become a truly 21st
Century learning community

The Plan
How are we
applying the plan
speciﬁcally at
West Hempstead
Middle School?

Safety First!
How are we working to mitigate risk for students
and staﬀ?

Social distance & face coverings
• A cloth or disposable mask must be worn
throughout the building and especially any time 6
feet of distance cannot be maintained (no vents, no
gaiters, no bandanas)
• All student seating in classrooms and cafeteria
provide at least 6 feet of distance
• Every eﬀort will be made to provide maximum
possible social distance elsewhere

Hand and respiratory hygiene
• Proper hand washing will be reviewed
regularly and promoted daily
• Hand sanitizer stations are throughout
building when washing is not feasible
• Coughing into tissue or elbow will be
reviewed

Daily self-screening and check-in
• EVERYONE who enters our buildings (staﬀ,
students, visitors) must complete a health
screening using the PowerApp
• Families must check students’ temperatures
in AM and complete COVID self-assessment
• We cannot grant entry to the building if you
fail to complete the survey EVERY day

Windows and ventilation
• Windows will be open at all times
• Classroom doors will be propped open during the
day (this is a temporary relaxation of the ﬁre code)
• Exterior doors will REMAIN CLOSED at all times for
security reasons
• All fresh air and ventilation systems are new and/or
fully functioning

If you become ill at school
• Students (or staﬀ) who present with symptoms of
COVID-19 during the school day will be isolated
until they can go home
• DOH procedures for cleaning and contact tracing
will begin
• Return to school contingent upon protocols found
on pages 13-14 of our re-opening plan

Most Importantly...
If you are feeling sick - you MUST STAY HOME
to keep our community safe and sound

Procedures & Protocols
What will the day-to-day school experience be like
at WHMS?

Hallways and stairwells
• Hallways will be one-way with the exception of the
science & cafeteria wing
• First ﬂoor traﬃc will move from the front door to the gym
• Second ﬂoor traﬃc will move from the gym to the front
door

• Stairwells will be one-way except for emergencies
• Masks must be worn in hallways, and students must
keep as much distance as feasible

Cafeteria
• Individual desks have replaced tables in
the cafeteria and are at least 6 feet apart
• Students must remain seated except
when called to the lunch line or
otherwise directed by staﬀ
• Breakfast and lunch will be available
daily, but with limited options to
expedite service
• Masks may be removed when seated
and eating, but must be worn at all other
times

Recess
• We oﬀer recess on a daily basis to our students
• Weather permitting (and we will be very permissive)
students will go outside for the 2nd half of their
lunch period daily
• We cannot share materials or be in close contact,
so basketball and other sports are not allowed
• Students can walk or engage in personal exercise
• Mask use and social distance will be enforced

Lockers
• Lockers have been assigned to provide at least one
empty locker between students
• Access to lockers will be limited to arrival, dismissal,
and just before & after lunch
• NO ACCESS will be allowed between periods to
ensure rapid movement through the halls
• The gym locker rooms will be CLOSED at all times
• Students will not change for PE
• They must dress appropriately on PE days

Passing time
• Passing time between classes will be staggered
with small groups of students dismissed from the
classroom at safe intervals
• Students must follow the one-way traﬃc to their
next class and go directly into the room
• NO GATHERING or LOITERING in the hallways will
be allowed (we recognize how socially challenging
this is, but we must enforce this expectation)

AM arrival
• As in the past, breakfast will be available beginning
at 7:30AM
• Access to lockers will not begin until 7:45AM
• Students must the go directly to their ﬁrst period
class - NO HANGING OUT in the hallways
• Students must self-regulate their social distance
when waiting outside in the AM and wear a mask as
they near others

PM dismissal
• One-way stairs and hallways will remain in eﬀect
after the 2:40 bell using the courtyard exit as well
• Teachers will stagger dismissal to the lockers
• Students must use their lockers as quickly as
possible and leave the building and school grounds
immediately - no loitering or waiting for friends
• Masks must remain on at dismissal until students
are over 6 feet apart or oﬀ school grounds

Classrooms and mask breaks
• Classrooms have all students facing the
same direction and at least 6 feet
between all seats
• The maximum number of students who
can be in a class depends on the size of
the classroom; the range is 14 to 18

• Mask breaks will be at teacher direction
in classrooms and only when at least 6
feet of distance is available

Materials and supplies
• There will be no shared or “community” supplies in
classrooms
• Students must come prepared with what they need
each day - including any borrowed Chromebooks
• We will develop a procedure so that even
Chromebooks are used by only one student
• Students should not share any materials, food, or
other items with classmates or friends

Bathrooms and water fountains
• Bathrooms will be locked during passing time
• Capacity will be limited to 2 students at a time and
only when sent during class by the teacher
• Access will be monitored by teachers on hall duty,
security, and/or our door monitor, Ms. Denise
• We encourage students to use the reﬁllable water
bottle dispenser on our fountains, and not to drink
directly from the spout

Teaching & Learning
What will instruction look like in the hybrid and
remote learning models?

The hybrid “concurrent” model
• Most of our students will participate in a concurrent
or hybrid model of learning
• They will attend the school building every other day
• They will connect remotely to class on the days they are
distance learning (or learning from home)
• Your day of in-person attendance depends on which
cohort (A or B) you were assigned
• You must still “attend” all classes every day

Responsibilities and expectations
• Even on days that students are connecting from
home, they must:
• Arrive to class on time (via Google Classroom)
• Be on camera and active the entire period (no bitmojis)
• Complete assignments and engage in the classroom
discussion as established by the teacher

• Students follow their 9-period class schedule as if
they were in the building

The classroom experience at home
• Students will be able to see whatever is on the
classroom interactive whiteboard (or another
document the teacher may choose to share)
• Students will hear live audio of the classroom
• Students will be able to interact with their teacher
and peers through the Google Classroom and other
apps as selected by the teacher

The classroom experience (cont’d)
• Classes will be live and take place on a daily basis
according to the bell schedule
• This is diﬀerent from last year when “Meets” were
set up for select times on a given day
• The connectivity from home to the classroom will
be more consistent and smooth than in the spring,
but exact details will still vary by teacher

The full remote “distance” model
• Some families have elected to learn from home on
all days or “distance learning”
• They will not attend the school building
• They will connect remotely to class every day
• You must still “attend” all classes every day

• The expectations and “classroom experience” will
be identical to those in the hybrid model on the
days they are learning from home

Exciting opportunities for learning
• The concurrent and distance models of learning
naturally support 21st Century Skills including:
•
•
•
•

Creativity
Critical thinking
Collaboration
Communication

• Project-based learning will become more central
• “Necessity is the mother of invention”

You asked, I answer
The following section includes some logistical or
other questions families asked that I did not already
answer in this presentation.

What if my child is sick?
• If your child cannot attend school on a day they are
assigned to be in the building, you must call them in
absent as in the past. They will be marked absent
that day, however…
• You may still connect remotely to your classes
throughout the day
• You will not need to have work sent home since you
will be able to be “present”

What about after-school activities?
• As of this presentation, all fall school sports are
canceled across NYS
• We are examining our club oﬀerings to determine
whether any make sense to oﬀer as a virtual club
• If/when we can oﬀer after-school activities in a live
or virtual manner, we will communicate that to
students and families

What about special needs?
• Students with IEPs or other speciﬁc learning or
health needs will have them addressed as
appropriate
• The exact manner and method by which
accommodations will be implemented will depend
on speciﬁc student needs
• Your best answer to this question will come from
your child’s teachers

What about extra help?
• Our extra help sessions for students do not
normally begin the ﬁrst week of school
• The exact place, time, and manner in which extra
help will be provided is still being designed to
maximize safety for all involved
• Students who are in the building and those who are
distance learning will have access to extra help

What about 8th grade activities?
• Unfortunately, at this time we cannot give a good
answer to this question
• We do not know what will be safe and allowable in
the spring of 2021
• We will, however, do our best to celebrate the
students who are moving on to high school and will
have more time in which to plan any celebration

What about safety drills?
• Fire drills will take place as normal except that
masks must be worn - social distancing will be
enforced AFTER students have vacated the
building as quickly as possible
• Lockdown drills will be informative in nature
• Students will NOT huddle together in a corner
• Teachers will instruct and review how to respond in the
event of an actual intruder situation

What about tests and remote days?
• One of the shifts in how we will teach and learn is
less reliance on traditional tests and more reliance
on projects and other assessment tools
• If a traditional test must be given, teachers will
administer it in a way that allows all students to
participate fully (e.g. a Google Form)

What about parent/teacher
conferences?
• As of this presentation, all evening events and other
mass gatherings will take place in a virtual fashion
• The exact details for each event (back-to-school
night, P/T conferences, etc.) will be announced as
they are ﬁnalized
• Safety and our ability to sanitize on a daily basis will
be the top priority when planning any of these
events

What about other questions?
• I believe I answered all the questions that were
submitted to me this week at some point in the
presentation
• If I missed a question, or if you have a new question,
feel free to contact me or Mr. Pumo
• 516-390-3160
• smurray@whufsd.com
• jpumo@whufsd.com

Thank you
for attending
I will post this
presentation to
our website so
you can re-read
any questions.
Please tell your
friends who
could not attend.

