
ESSER Return to In Person Learning Plan
Blue Ridge CUSD#18

2021-2022 School Year

Blue Ridge CUSD#18 will follow ISBE guidance by resuming fully in-person learning for all
student attendance days, provided that remote instruction be made available for students who
are not eligible for a COVID-19 vaccine and are under a quarantine order by a local public
health department or the Illinois Department of Public Health.

For Blue Ridge Schools, we ended the 2020-2021 school year with in-person learning five days
per week, with an early dismissal at 2:20. For the 2021-2022 school year, our dismissal time will
return to 3:10, with a few exceptions. The first three days of school, August 18-20, 2021, will
dismiss at 2:20 to allow for staff training and meetings. A copy of the 2021-2022 school calendar
can be found here: https://5il.co/prg3.

Students and staff will comply with IDPH/CDC guidance for social distancing, mask wearing,
and sanitization. During the 2020-2021 school year, each school building altered the cafeteria
processes so that we were in compliance with IDPH/CDC guidelines. Those guidelines will be
followed during the 2021-2022 school year if still required.

Below you will find a summary of how ESSER I and II dollars have been spent to date, along
with a proposed plan for ESSER III dollars. For your reference, ESSER I dollars must be spent
or allocated by September 2022, ESSER II dollars by September 2023, and ESSER III dollars
by September 2024.

ESSER I $115,212
Technology:
Computer docking stations to allow remote learning for specialized courses at BRHS
Computer servers
Chromebook replacements

Curriculum:
Edmentum Curriculum for remote learners
Remote instruction training

Safety:
PPE
Sanitizing equipment- free standing sanitizing stations, hydrostatic sprayers
Sanitizing supplies
Thermometers
Polycarbonate shields

https://5il.co/prg3


Once the initial health and wellness impact of COVID-19 on our schools was addressed, we
began discussing how to use additional ESSER dollars to mitigate the educational and social
emotional impact. Our district goal was to identify students who, due to the impact of COVID-19,
were unable to reach an expected level of achievement during the 2020-2021 school year.
Students in need of additional learning opportunities were identified by assessment data and
offered two weeks of summer programming in 2021, to be delivered in a small group setting. All
K-8 students were also provided with access to two digital programs, MyON and Freckle, for
their use during the summer. MyON supports reading and Freckle supports math. Students were
introduced to each platform prior to leaving for the summer.

ESSER II $406,167
Curriculum:
Summer school programming and transportation for K-12th grade students during the summers
of 2021 and 2022.
MyON and Freckle digital programming for K-8 students

Air quality/Operations and Maintenance:
ESSER II funds have allowed us to repair the Daikin HVAC system at BRIJHS. The insulation of
these units was in disrepair and will be replaced during the summer of 2021. Additionally, fresh
air units will be installed on the junior high side of the building. These new units will work with
the existing HVAC system to improve air quality.

ESSER III $911,752
As a recipient of federal ESSER III dollars, we continue to research and discuss a variety of
options that will allow our Blue Ridge students to receive an equitable education in the safest of
conditions. Our current consideration for the $911,752 ESSER III funds are as follows. The
public is encouraged to comment on our plans.

Technology:
Replacement of failing smartboards at BRSE, BRIJHS
1:1 Chromebooks for K and 1st grade students
Chromebook replacement cycle purchases
Upgrades/completion of streaming equipment for board meetings, junior high gym, football field
Jetpacks

Employment:
Interim BRHS Assistant Principal- 2 days/week for 2021-2022
Additional Title assistance at BRSE- as needed
One additional day of social work services for 2021-2022
One additional day of SLP services for 2021-2022
Subs for ILT to complete peer observations
ILT salaries/benefits for committee work
Salaries/benefits for 1:1 aides to collaborate with teachers



Curriculum:
AimsWeb Plus-benchmarking for K-12 students
Moby Max licensing for K-3
MyON and Freckle digital summer programming for K-8 students
K-5 Eureka Math supplements
6-12 CPM math licensing
BRHS Health curriculum updates
BRHS Spanish textbooks
Administrative Retreat- 1 day
District Instructional Leadership Team- 2 hour meeting
Instructional/Math/ELA/SEL coaching
Bridge Program- one day of summer programming and ongoing 21-22 programming
Summer School for 2023-2024
Tutoring Program- will research need and intent to attend

Safety/PPE:
Sneeze guard for BRSE cafeteria serving line
Continued sanitization supplies, PPE

Remote Learning Information:
During the Gubernatorial Disaster Proclamation that impacted the 2020-2021 school year,
students were provided with an option to be fully remote learners. Blue Ridge used the
Edmentum platform for fully remote learners.

For the 2021-2022 school year, ISBE has passed a resolution that districts are to resume fully
in-person learning for all student attendance days, provided that remote instruction be made
available for students who are not eligible for a COVID-19 vaccine and are under a quarantine
order by a local public health department or the Illinois Department of Public Health. This
remote instruction will use district curriculum and be directed by Blue Ridge classroom teachers.
With our 1:1 technology, teachers and students will have the option to connect synchronously
through Google meets for remote instruction. Other options include sharing recorded lessons,
using Google classroom, and providing tangible copies of learning materials. Students who are
learning remotely due to being ineligible for the vaccine and under quarantine will be provided
with five hours of instruction, with the goal of 2.5 hours of daily synchronous instruction, made
possible through the 1:1 technology. Students will have the opportunity to request a jetpack for
home internet access as needed. Should there be a situation in which a student has a medically
documented condition that would prohibit in person instruction, parents are asked to contact the
respective building principal.


