
MINUTES
KELSO SCHOOL DISTRICT

MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

2/15/22

The regular meeting of the Board of Directors of Kelso School District No. 458 was called to
order at 6:00 p.m. at Kelso School District as well as on a Zoom online/phone platform.

Board Members: Leah Moore (In-Person)
Karen Grafton (In Person)
Jeane Conrad - President (In Person)
Mike Haas - Vice President (In-Person)
Ron Huntington (Zoom)

Cabinet Members: Scott Westlund – Chief Financial Officer (Zoom)
Holly Budge – Director of Human Resources (Zoom)
Don Iverson – Director of Student Services (Zoom)
Heather Ogden – Director of Special Programs (Zoom)
Kim Yore – Director of Teaching & Learning  (Absent)

Superintendent: Mary Beth Tack (In Person)

Asst. Secretary: Molly Guler (In Person)

OTHERS PRESENT – This meeting was held remotely as well as in person. Not all of the
names of people in attendance were available if online, or partial names were listed. The
names of people in attendance are listed as they were shown and included: iphone,
susan.morrow, CKV, iphone, Sandy DeBruler, Bob Gustin, Anna B, Angie Blum, Kim Allais,
Dave, Candi Engabo, Jennifer Bee, E patriot, ljbay, E Patriot, Karen Thelin, Melody Redden,
Lindsay, Fle, Asia’s Iphone, Katie Olason, David Alexy, Rachel, Alisha McComie, Lauren
Anderson, KSD Family, sherlyn damian, Christy, Michelle, Stephanie, Sharon Bender, Sara
Richmond, Samantha Brosnan, iPad, Laynes Iphone, Zoom User, Aryia, Ryan Prothero,
Rachel, REbecca, Tracy’s Iphone, Brand, Lacey DeWeert, Theresa Ames, Bailey Clark, Teri
Stewart, Tom Januescheitis, Candice Chapin, Marc Almquist, Zach Murphy, Stephanie
Stewart, Kyle Stewart, Mickey Young, Backstrom, Dan Falen, Suzi Murray, Sandy Branch, Ted
Branch, Rachel Strickland, Rachel Plank, Alix Hixson, Tracy Davis, Haleigh, Carri Erickson,
Justina Taft, Alisha McOmie
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COMMUNICATIONS, CORRESPONDENCE & INTRODUCTIONS -
A. HMS Student Recognition

a. Recognized for representing KSD in the Clean Water Calendar

COMMENTS & QUESTIONS –
The School Board received an email from Siera Nortness and Lindsay Rieker. Both emails
ask that the mask mandate in schools be lifted and made optional.

Bob Gustin: States the close and productive working relationship between KSD and KEA
over the years has been strong.  Asks for a student discipline policy that recognizes not all
students are the same and supports staff authority as stated in RCW 28A.600.020 and the
district CBA. Explains verbiage such as “ensuring the optimum learning atmosphere of the
classroom” with “the highest consideration given to the judgment of qualified teachers”
would be preferred.

Rachel Strickland: Would like masks optional for public schools. Shares data from other
locations with masks optional.

Justina Taft: Would like masks optional for public schools. States health information from
their own children.

Carri Erickson: Would like masks optional for public schools. States mental health
information of their own children.

Haleigh Bruell?: Would like masks optional for public schools. States information from their
own children.

Tracy Davis: Would like masks optional for public schools. Speaks of own children's
experience.

Laura Anderson: Would like masks optional for public schools. Speaks of own children’s
experience.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA - Motion Passed
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Motion to Approve By: Director Haas
Seconded By: Director Grafton

PUBLIC HEARING - POTENTIAL SALE OF BEACON HILL PROPERTY
Zoom - No comments from zoom participants.

Tom Januscitis: Would like the board to deny purchase of Beacon Hill property to an
apartment building.

Ted Branch: Asks if the board already has a purchaser in mind? Board states that they do
not have anyone else in mind as this is the first step. He requests possibly a school, trade
school, christian school etc be considered for the property purchase.

Mark Almquist: Lives on the backside of Beacon Hill and would like the opportunity to
purchase the portion closest to his property. Also opposes any sort of halfway house.

Sandy Branch: States' concern for the capacity of new Lexington Elementary as the
community grows. Explains how the neighborhood is a family and asks that the board
considers the neighbors when looking at possible buyers. Superintendent Tack states that
Lexington Elementary was designed to allow substantial growth using a demographer and
looking at upcoming developments.

Micky Young: States concern for safety as the purchase moves forward. Would like the
board to consider the safety of the neighborhood upon sale of property.

Candice Chapin: Concerned about the safety of the neighborhood depending on who
purchases the property as well as people feeling forced to move, thus raising the prices on
homes in the area.

APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA - Motion Passed

Minutes of January 24, 2022 Board Meeting & Work Session

Certificated Employment Recommendations
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Classified Employment Recommendations

Warrants:

Contracts

Salary Schedule Updates:
● ASB & Casual Workers

Motion to Approve By: Director Huntington
Seconded By: Director Grafton

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

APPROVED POLICY 1815 ETHICAL CONDUCT FOR SCHOOL DIRECTORS (2ND READING &
ACTION) - MARY BETH TACK
Agenda stated 1805, the policy is 1815 and will be changed for the 2/15/22 agenda.
WSSDA highly recommends this for boards.
This policy is NOT a direct reflection of our incredible team, we are working on being proactive.
Ethical behavior is paramount and this policy ensures this continues throughout the years.

Motion to Approve By: Director Haas
Seconded By: Director Grafton

APPROVED POLICY 1825 ADDRESSING SCHOOL DIRECTOR VIOLATIONS (2ND READING AND
ACTION) - MARY BETH TACK
Outlines, if there is an issue or a challenge, this is the process that will be followed to deal with a
violation by a director.

Director Haas: Thankful these policies are not reflective of our board and thankful for our board
members.

Motion to Approve By: Director Huntington
Seconded By: Director Moore

MOVED TO 3RD READING -   POLICY 3241 STUDENT DISCIPLINE (2ND READING AND ACTION)
- DON IVERSON
Policy came to us around 2016. There was a disproportionate level of exclusion, this policy directly
relates to those. Tonight we are moving forward with the policy and the procedure will come later in
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the spring in conjunction with the Rights and Responsibilities handbook. ADHOC Team will work on
this together before we bring it before the board.

Director Haas: States he is ready to move forward.

Director Moore: States she is ready to move forward

Director Grafton: States she is not ready to take action  and requests another reading. Plans to reach
out to WSSDA for more direct answers to questions.

Director Huntington: States he is not ready to take action and requests another reading. Plans to
reach out to WSSDA for more direct answers to questions.

Director Conrad: Takes roll, it is unanimous to move it to a 3rd reading March 3 for action.

Motion to move to a 3rd reading By: Director Huntington
Seconded By: Director Conrad

NEW BUSINESS

HEARD HUNTINGTON MIDDLE  SCHOOL ACHIEVEMENT PRESENTATION - KIM ALLAIS
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HEARD HEALTH AND SAFETY UPDATE - DON IVERSON
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MITIGATION STRATEGIES
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HEARD MID-YEAR DISCIPLINE DATA REVIEW - DON IVERSON
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HEARD POLICY 5400 PERSONNEL LEAVES (1ST READING) - HOLLY BUDGE
Revision is around the governor's proclamation around vaccine mandates and leaves.

APPROVED 2022-2023 KSD SCHOOL CALENDARS - HOLLY BUDGE

Motion to Approve By: Director Huntington
Seconded By: Director Haas

HEARD BUDGET STATUS UPDATE – DECEMBER - SCOTT WESTLUND

HEARD POLICY 3231 STUDENT RECORDS (1ST READING) - SCOTT WESTLUND
Changes that were made were the same we saw  in the 3520 update - saying the only thing we can
withhold from a student who owes fines or such is a diploma.

POLICY 6220 BID OR REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL REQUIREMENTS (1ST READING) - SCOTT
WESTLUND
Not much new information, just gets a little more specific. We already follow all changes.
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APPROVAL OF RESOLUTION 2021/22-06 SALE OF BEACON HILL PROPERTY (ACTION) - SCOTT
WESTLUND

Board members - all agree they want to take into consideration all comments from the community
tonight. They plan on staying in communication with the Beacon Hill community as thy move on.

Motion to Approve By: Director Haas
Seconded By: Director Moore
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LEGISLATIVE UPDATE - DIRECTOR LEAH MOORE
● Today was the halfway point
● Items should be narrowing down from here
● House Bill 1664 - pushed it to pay out further
● Enrollment stabilization bill has an end date in site
● Budget forecast news should be out tomorrow and looks good
● Fighting about the prototypical school model stating how much districts should get from

state to fund business

SUPERINTENDENT REPORT
● School counselors week last week

○ amazing team that has dedicated to help
■ staff
■ students and
■ families

○ dedicated to making a positive impact
● Health and Safety

○ Challenging month
○ we made it through strong

■ our team from full time to subs made it happen
● Scott Westlund and business team

○ in the middle of our audit right now
■ Paula Edwards

● Retiring at end of month after 18 years

■ Lorretta Lafave

■ Amanda Sanders

■ Scott Cantwell

FOR THE GOOD OF THE ORDER
● Listening Tours

○ Board goal was to hear from students more in 2021-2022
■ Rose Valley and Carrolls so far
■ 8-10 students each school

○ Been the highlight of the week
○ Asks questions of the kids

■ surprised at the knowledge of students
○ Answers have been fun

■ love their school
■ take care of eachother
■ love their teachers
■ happy to be back at school
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■ shared challenging subjects
■ want committees
■ hot topics of recess and recess equipment

○ they are our future
○ look forward to Fridays and cherish the time spent with each group

Adjourn at 8:14 p.m.

22 | Page
2/15/22


