
Don't Miss This!
November 11th - NO SCHOOL

November 10th - Veterans Day Assembly, Spirit
Day-Wear Red, White and Blue! See Page 6 and
BBB meeting at 4PM   
  
November 15th - Save the Date! Family
Engagement Night! More info to come! 
                                          
November 21st-23rd - PARENT
CONFERENCES-Students will not come to
school these three days. 

November 24th-28th - THANKSGIVING
BREAK-No School! 

November 29th - PICTURE RETAKE DAY

December 22- January 3 - WINTER BREAK

What's The Buzz Around
Barnes?

Page 2- Letter from our Principal

Page 3-4 -Bear Reminders

Page 5- Lost and Found

Page 6-  Veterans Day Info! 

Page 7- Backpack Buddies

Page 8, 9 and 10-  Stay Connected 

Page 11 and 12- Parent Teacher
Conference info! 

Page 14- HIB reporting form

Page 16- Student illness guidelines

Page 19- Lunch Menu 

Page 20- Student Calendar

Page 21- Updated Bus Routes 

BARNES monthlymonthly
newsletternewsletter  

PARENT CONFRENCES
ELEMENTARY Parent

Conferences are Nov. 21st-23rd!
Students WILL NOT come to
school those days. Book your
conference in Family Access

from Nov. 14th-18th! 



A Message From 
 Mr. Peck 

GGGGGRRRRRRR Barnes Bear Sleuth members (a sleuth is what scientists call a group of bears ),
 

As a first time lead principal, it is important for me to connect our past, present, and future.  On October 24th,  
we had our first 2022-2023 field trip! Our Kindergartners, First graders, and students with significant

disabilities went to Bi-Zi Farms Pumpkin Patch in Vancouver!  Petting farm animals, playing on a hay pyramid
with hidden tunnels, taking wagon rides out to the pumpkin patch, getting to select and take home pumpkins,
and eating lunch in an open barn gave us the opportunity to create deeper connections with one another and

hopefully, make memories we will never forget!  After the field trip, I reflected about the benefits students have
when parents/guardians/family members, volunteers, and staff collaborate together.  Therefore, I have listed

below a few different ways on how our students can benefit from your involvement:
               * Families ~ please sign up for our Parent/Teacher conferences on November 21-23.  We want 100%

of our families to hear how your child is progressing at school!
               * We need volunteers!!  Here are a couple ideas:   (If you are unsure how our students may benefit

from your support, please reach out to me and we can brainstorm together.)
                              * All of our grade levels will be going on field trips this year.  Please call the District Office
and begin going through the necessary background check to volunteer.  Feel free to contact myself directly if

you have any questions or concerns~ we are here to serve you as you serve our kids! 
                              * Play with students during their long lunch recesses: K-2 (11:15-11:45); 3-5 (11:45-
12:15).  We would greatly appreciate any male role models (dads, uncles, cousins, brothers, grandpas) who

would consider supporting our Barnes Bears.
                              * Join our Barnes Bear Booster club (BBB).  We desperately need parent support. If you

have any questions, please email Ashley Caulfield at caulfieldashley26@gmail.com.  Our next meeting is
scheduled for Nov. 10th from 4-5. We welcome all families to attend.

               * Ms. Melone will begin acting as our Parent Involvement Communication Liaison beginning in
November!  Within the next newsletter, she will share how her liaison duties may support you and your student.

              
 As you can imagine, the COVID Pandemic has ADVERSELY impacted some of our parent communication and

parent involvement practices.  As Barnes Elementary’s new head principal, I promise you that we value you.  We
want our students, our families, and our staff to take a leadership role in ensuring every student’s family is

engaged within our school to promote student learning growth.  
 

Lastly, if you see me, please say hi~ I will try to greet you first.  If you don’t know me, please introduce yourself.  You
and your student are my customers.  It is my duty to serve you and your child’s success.   Have a GGGGGRRRRRRR-EAT

Month of November Barnes Bear Sleuthites!!!





Seth Peck 





BEAR REMINDERS

K-2 ENTRANCE AND DISMISSAL

3-5 ENTRANCE AND DISMISSAL

Barnes Address & Hours!

Secretary   360-501-1500
Health Specialist   360-501-1503

Counselor   360-501-1530

401 Barnes St.
Kelso, WA
98626

For the safety of our
students, please  refrain
from arriving before 

8:30 AM as there will be
no supervision.

School Hours 
8:30 Campus Opens 
8:45 School Starts 

11:45- 12:15 K-2 Recess 
12:15-12:45 K-2 Lunch 
12:15-12:45 3-5 Recess 
12:45- 1:15 3-5 Lunch 
Kinder Dismissal  3:15

1st - 5th 3:25
* Every Wednesday is
Early Release at 1:55

VOLUNTEERVOLUNTEERVOLUNTEER
Click here 

Want to be a 

https://www.kelso.wednet.edu/page/volunteers


BEAR REMINDERS

College and career Wear Wednesday  

Every WEDNESDAY wear your
college or career wear.  

SPIRIT Days 

BRRRRR-ing a Coat to school!

With the weather
changing, please

remember to send
a coat to school

with your student.

Every Friday as a school we are asking

our bears to wear red and black or Blue

and Gold! 

Transportation Changes
If there are changes in the

going home arrangements for
your student,

please notify the office one
hour prior to dismissal. This

helps solve much
of the “last minute on-the-way-
to-the-bus” confusion. You can

send a note
with your student or call us at

360-501-1500. 

Backpack Buddies    

Can you believe the rising cost of
food these days?  Could your family

use some extra help on the
weekends?  Every Friday, qualifying
students bring home a bag of food
(bread, cereal, etc.) with them from

school through our Backpack
Buddies program.



Wondering if you qualify?  Click the

link on page 6 of this newsletter.
Forms are also available in the office!

Free Food for the Weekend

Daylight-Saving
Time Ends on

November 6th! 



LOST AND FOUND

COME BY AND CHECK IT
OUT DURING PARENT

TEACHER CONFRENCES
NOVEMBER 22ND-24TH!!! 

OUR BEAR LOST AND FOUND IS
OVERFLOWING!  THERE ARE OVER 75
PIECES OF CLOTHING ON OUR RACK,

LOCATED RIGHT INSIDE THE FRONT DOOR
OF THE SCHOOL.  PARENTS, PLEASE CHECK

IN AT THE OFFICE AND THEN CHECK THE
RACK, OR HAVE YOUR STUDENT LOOK FOR

THEIR LOST BELONGINGS.  UNCLAIMED
ITEMS WILL BE DONATED TO CHARITY AT

CHRISTMAS BREAK.  



If you have a family member who has served or is serving in the
military, we would like to honor them in a slide show at our Veterans'
Assembly.  Please include their name, relation to Barnes students,
branch of the military, and the years that they served, as well as a
picture if possible.  Please email this information and the picture to Mrs.
McCormick at kristin.mccormick@kelsosd.org or bring them labeled
with the student(s)' name(s) to the office by Friday, November 4.  In
addition, if your Veteran is available on November 10, we would like to
invite them to attend our Veterans' assembly in the Barnes cafeteria at
9:15 A. M. on Thursday, November 10 for this schoolwide event.  Please
let me know if you have any questions. You can reach me by phone or
email.

Thank you for your help!

Kristin McCormick
Barnes Choral Music
360-501-1529
kristin.mccormick@kelsosd.org

 *On November 10th we are asking students to wear red, white and Blue* 





The Backpack Buddies program is supported by the generous

donations of food, time and money by members of our
community and local churches. The purpose of the program is to

provide children in need in the Longview and Kelso area with
food security and nourishment over the weekend. Each child will

receive a bag filled with food and snacks each Friday. 
If your family is in need of weekend food security and you would
like for your child to participate in this program, please contact

our school counselor, Mrs. Leinweber at 
360-501-1530 or email her at rachel.leinweber@kelsosd.org. 




Backpack BuddiesBackpack Buddies

Our Backpack buddies'
application can be found on

our Barnes Elementary Website!
Backpack Buddy Application

mailto:rebecca.viscuso@kelsosd.org
https://core-docs.s3.amazonaws.com/documents/asset/uploaded_file/1542850/Backpack_Buddies_Permission_Form__-_District.pdf


The Media CaveThe Media Cave
Facebook:

Barnes Bears Facebook

Website: 
Barnes Elementary Website

Instagram:
@barnes.bears

https://www.facebook.com/BarnesBears
https://www.kelso.wednet.edu/o/barnes


Stay connected with the Kelso App

Download the app and stay connected! Just
search for "Kelso School District" in your app

store. Once you are in the app, go to settings to
chose the schools you would like notifications
for. Kelso schools will be using this APP to

update families about bus routes, school closures
and much more! 

Check out the Kelso School district App! 



Log onto your Skyward
account on the App
Using the drop-down menu,
choose your student
Choose the date (date range if
multiple days)
If the absence will not be a full
day, click off the toggle switch
and fill in the time
Using the drop-down menu,
choose an absence reason
Hit 'submit' when you are
finished

THIS CAN BE DONE ON THE COMPUTER AS WELL.

How - To

FAMILY MOBILE APP
All the benefits of Family Access on your phone

Entering your student's attendance

https://www.kelso.wednet.edu/o/ksd/page/skywardapp-attendance
Find out more at the link below

DOWNLOAD TODAY, AND STAY UP-TO-DATE
ON THE GO

https://www.kelso.wednet.edu/o/ksd/page/skywardapp-attendance






Bears against Bullying
All Kelso schools take the Harassment, Intimidation and Bullying (HIB) of students very seriously.
According to the most recent Healthy Youth Survey, the majority of students in Kelso schools

indicate that they feel safe at school. Any student, parent or other interested adult can
report an incident of HIB using the Kelso Incident Report Form (which is available on the

website and in the main office of all schools).



Harassment, Intimidation or Bullying (HIB) is an intentional electronic, written, verbal, or physical
act that: 

• Physically harms a student or damages the student’s property. 
• Has the effect of substantially interfering with a student’s education. 

• Is so severe, persistent, or pervasive that it creates an intimidating or threatening educational
environment. 

• Has the effect of substantially disrupting the orderly operation of the school. 
If you have any questions about this policy please contact the principal of your child’s school,

or the Director of Student Services, Don Iverson, at the Kelso School District office.



Kelso School District #458 complies with all federal rules and regulations and does not
discriminate in any programs or activities on the basis of sex, race, creed, religion, color,
national origin, age, veteran or military status, sexual orientation, gender expression or

identity, disability, or the use of a trained dog guide or service animal and provides equal
access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups listed in Title 36 of the United

States Code. The following employee(s) has been designated to handle questions and
complaints of alleged discrimination: Holly Budge, Director of Human Resources, the school
district's Title VII Officer and ADA Coordinator. People of disability may request reasonable

accommodation in the hiring process by contacting, Holly Budge, Director of Human
Resources, 601 Crawford Street, Kelso, WA 98626 or (360) 501-1924. 



Inquiries regarding compliance procedures regarding students may be directed to Gunnar

Guttormsen, Director of Student Services, the school district’s Title IX & Section 504
Coordinator, 601 Crawford Street, Kelso, WA 98626 (360) 501-1900. 



KELSO SCHOOL DISTRICT IS A DRUG AND TOBACCO-FREE WORKPLACE






District’s non-discrimination statement 



Revised 9/10/21

Kelso School District Harassment, Intimidation or Bullying (HIB)
Incident Reporting Form

Please fill out information on the back as well.

If there were witnesses , please write the names (including last names if known): ______________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

_

School Student Attends: ____________________________________Today’s Date_______________________


Reporting person(s) (optional):__________________________________________________________________


Targeted (bullied) student: ____________________________________________________________________


Your email address (optional): ________________________Your phone number (optional): _______________


Name of school adult(s) you’ve already contacted (if any): ___________________________________________


Name(s) of alleged bullies (if known): ____________________________________________________________


On what dates and times did the incident(s) happen (if known):_______________________________________


Where did the incident(s) happen? Be specific (example in B hall outside Mr. Doe’s room)


____________________________________________________________________________________________

Please check the box that best describes what the bully did. (Choose all that apply)

Hitting, kicking, shoving, spitting, hair pulling or throwing something at the student

Getting another person to hit or harm the student

Teasing, name calling, making critical remarks or threatening in person, by phone, by e-mail, etc.

Putting the student down and/or making a target of jokes

Making rude and/or threatening gestures

Excluding or rejecting the student

Making the student fearful, demanding money or exploiting

Spreading harmful rumors or gossip

Cyber bullying (by phone, texting, emailing, internet, etc.)

Other (please describe)_________________________________________________________



Revised 9/10/21

 Conflict/ Fight

 Bullying / Harassment

Did a physical injury result from this incident? If yes, please describe.


___________________________________________________________________________________________

Was the bullied student absent from school as a result of the incident? Yes No If yes, please describe


___________________________________________________________________________________________

Is there any additional information?


___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

----------------------------------------------------------------For Office Use----------------------------------------------------------------

Received by: __________________________________________ Date received: ___________________


Parent/guardian contacted (name and date): ___________________________________________________


Person doing investigation:____________________________ Date of investigation ____________________


Action taken: ______________________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________________________________


Complainant’s parent/guardian contacted: Date _________ Method _________________________________


Alleged Perpetrator’s parent/guardian contacted: Date _______ Method _____________________________


Date of follow-up: ___________________Circle one:ResolvedUnresolved 

Additional Actions taken: _____________________________________________________________________


___________________________________________________________________________________________

Please make sure all lines above are completed.

Is this an incident of bullying or a conflict or fight? Both are against school district policy but are handled in different ways. 
Please check one.

Occurs between friends or equal peers; is spontaneous or occasional; is accidental or not planned; causes no serious or lasting harm; 
and is not done for domination or control

Occurs between individuals who are not friends or where there is an imbalance of power; is repeated over time; is intentional; causes
physical or emotional harm; has an unequal emotional reaction between two individuals involved; is done seeking control; individual
shows no remorse for actions.



SHOULD MY CHILD BE AT SCHOOL WITH THIS ILLNESS?
Here are guidelines for sending your child to school. If you have questions, please call the 
health specialist at your school or your health care provider.

COLD, SORE THROAT, COUGH

 Your child may go to school when he or she has ALL of the following:
Only mild cold symptoms, or no cold symptoms.
Normal temperature (under 100.4 degrees) for 24 hours or more.
Enough energy to do school work. 
Can keep from spreading germs by washing their hands, throwing away used 
tissues, coughing onto their sleeve, and coughing away from other people.

Has been taking antibiotics for MORE than 24 hours (or is not taking any antibiotics).

Your child may NOT go to school when he or she:
Has a fever (temperature over 100.4 degrees) or needs fever-reducing medicine. 
Has swollen glands.
Has been taking antibiotics for less than 24 hours. 
VOMITING & DIARRHEA

Children must stay home for at least 24 hours after vomiting or having diarrhea (3 or more loose
stools in a day). They must be able to eat and drink before coming back to school. 

FEVER
Your child must have a normal temperature (under 100.4 degrees) for 24 hours without fever-

reducing medicine (such as Tylenol) before returning to school.

HEADACHE 
A child should stay home if their headache is bad enough that they cannot do school work, or if 

they also have other symptoms, such as fever.

EARACHE OR TOOTHACHE
A child does not have to miss school because of an earache or a toothache if they are getting 
medical care, have no other symptoms such as fever, and feel well enough to do school work. 

RED EYES
Keep your child home if the white part of the eye is red and there is yellow or green crusty or 

gooey stuff in the eye.

RASH
Keep your child home if they have a rash over a large part of their body or if the rash is oozing 

or if it is contagious. 

Thanks for helping to keep all of our children healthy!











BARNES BUS ROUTES
  

( U P D A T E S  A R E  H I G H L I G H T E D )


