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“Today a reader, tomorrow 

a leader.” 

~ Margaret Fuller 
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Different strokes for different folks — 

Read different types of books to expose 

your child to different types of writing. Kids 

love a variety of fiction and non-fiction for-

mats including plays, chapter books, series 

books, books with sequels, short stories, 

diaries and logs, and graphic texts. 

Talk about what you see and do — Talk-

ing about everyday activities helps your 

child’s background knowledge, which is cru-

cial to listening and reading comprehension. 

Keep up a running patter, for example, 

while cooking together; take your child 

someplace new and talk about what you 

see; or discuss the movie or television 

show you’ve just watched together. 

Teach your child some mind tricks— 

You can give your child tips for figuring out 

the meaning of what he or she reads. Show 

your child how to summarize a story in a 

few sentences, fir example, or how to make 

predictions about what might happen next. 

Both strategies help a child comprehend 

and remember. After reading a story to-

gether, think out loud so your child can see 

how you summarize and predict. 

 

Parent Tips 

 For Reading 
 at Home 

http://www.pbs.org/launchingreaders/
parenttips.html 

Reading text at increasingly higher levels is an 

expectation of the Common Core State 

Standards.  “Common standards ensure that 

every child across the country is getting the best 

possible education, no matter where a child lives 

or what their  background is. The common 

standards will provide an accessible roadmap for 

schools, teachers, parents and students, with 

clear and realistic goals.”   

-Gov. Roy Romer, Senior Advisor,  

The College Board 

“Parents are a child’s first 

and most important 

teacher.” 

~Ran and Ramey  

“A book is the most  
effective weapon against  

intolerance and ignorance.” 
 

~Lyndon Baines Johnson 



What is Guided Reading? 
Guided Reading is a highly effective form of small-

group instruction developed by renowned reading 

researchers, Fountas and Pinnell. 

Based on assessment, the 

teacher brings together a group 

of readers who are similar in 

their reading development. The 

teacher supports the reading in a way that enables 

students to read a more challenging text with effec-

tive processing.  

What are Guided              
Reading Levels? 
Guided Reading Levels reflect a 

continuum of levels from A-Z 

(grades K-8). Teachers continu-

ously progress monitor students to see how they’re 

moving along the reading continuum. 

What are characteristics of Level W,X,Y,Z 
Readers? 
At levels W,X,Y,Z readers have developed knowl-
edge of content, including scientific information and 
historical events and apply prior understandings in a 

critical way when reading fiction and nonfiction 
texts.  
 
What are characteristics of W,X,Y,Z texts? 
Although many texts are long and have complex 
sentences, they vary greatly because readers are 
expected to understand and respond to mature 
themes such as sexuality, abuse, poverty, and war. 
Complex fantasy, myths, and legends offer added 
challenge and require readers to identify classical 
motifs such as “the quest” and to identify moral 
issues. Biographies offer a range of individuals who 

may not be previously known to readers and may 
not be admirable, requiring critical thinking on the 
part of readers. In addition, readers will encounter 
abstract special forms of literature, such as satire 
and irony. Additional challenges may include par-
ody, allegory, or monologue. Themes and charac-
ters are multidimensional, may be understood on 
many levels, and are developed in complex ways. 

Books Kids Love 

Level W 

Eleanor Roosevelt: A Life of Discovery by Russell 

Freedman 

Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire by J. K. Rowl-

ling 

Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince by 

J. K. Rowling 

Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoe-

nix by J. K. Rowling 

Hoot by Carl Hiaasen 

Hope Was Here by Joan Bauer 

Missing May by Cynthia Rylant 

Moccasin Trail by Eloise Jarvis McGraw 

Nightjohn by Gary Paulsen 

Parvana’s Journey by Deborah Ellis 

Level X 

Make Way for Sam Houston by Jean Fritz 

Matilda Bone by Karen Cushman 

The Midwife’s Apprentice by Karen Cushman 

National Velvet by Enid Bagnold 

Over Sea, under Stone by Susan Cooper 

The Road to Memphis by Mildred Taylor 

Sarah Bishop by Scott O’Dell 

Seaward by Susan Cooper 

Traitor, the Case of Benedict Arnold by Jean Fritz 

Where the Red Fern Grows by Wilson Rawls 

Zlata’s Diary by Zlata Filipovic 

 

Books Kids Love 

Levels Y and Z 

My Brother Sam is Dead by James and Christopher 

Collier 

The Call of the Wild by Jack London 

The Giver by Lois Lowry 

Living Up the Street by Gary Soto 

The Friends by Rosa Guy 

The Outsiders by S.E. Hinton 

Across Five Aprils by Irene Hunt 

To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee 

Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck 

The Hobbit by J.R. Tolkien 

Parental Caution! 

Books at the upper guided reading levels ad-

dress sophisticated and often mature 

themes. Even though some accelerated read-

ers are able to read these levels in the early 

grades, the content of these books may not 

be appropriate for very young children. Al-

ways preview the books your child is reading 

and monitor the storyline. Our goal is not to 

race readers through the levels, but rather to 

allow advanced readers to delve more deeply 

into each level along the way so the books 

they are reading parallel their social-

emotional development. 

Parents’ Guide to Guided Reading Levels W,X,Y,Z 

Young readers 
must spend time 
interacting with 
texts that are 
“Just Right” for 
them. 


