
 

 

 

  

OAKLYN PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT 
Shaping Lives for the Future 

 

June 4, 2021 

  

  

Dear Oaklyn School Community, 

  

Happy Friday! Thank you for taking time to view all the positive things taking place and share within the community. 

We are in the final stretch of the school year.  

 

School Reopening 

 

District Goal: Safe Return to Full-time In-Person Instruction in September  

On Monday, May 17th, Governor Murphy announced that schools will be required to provide full-time, in-person 

instruction beginning Fall 2021. Remote learning will only be permitted in the event there is a localized outbreak or 

other emergency. Families will not be able to opt-out of in-person instruction.  

 

Our district will safely return to full-time in-person instruction in 

September. The planning for September is a fluid situation and 

we will continue sharing information with the school community 

along the way as progress is made.  

 

The majority of the summer will be dedicated to ensuring we 

achieve this goal with the District Reopening Plan and 

Community Town Halls taking place in early August.   

 

Vaccine Update: FDA Authorizes COVID-19 Vaccine for Emergency Use in Adolescents  

On May 10, the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) expanded the emergency use authorization (EUA) for the 

Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 Vaccine for the prevention of COVID-19 caused by severe acute respiratory syndrome 

coronavirus to include adolescents 12 through 15 years of age. The FDA amended the EUA originally issued on Dec. 

11, 2020 for administration in individuals 16 years of age and older. The FDA has also updated Fact Sheets for Families 

and Caregivers with information to reflect the use of the vaccine in the adolescent population, including the benefits 

and risks. COVID-19 vaccine information from the NJ Department of Health can be found here.  

 

Getting to our “Next Normal” is going to take all of our tools. If we use all of the tools we have, we stand the best chance 

of getting our families, communities, schools, and workplaces back to normal sooner. Please also refer to the CDC 

website for details here. Continued discussion and planning are 

needed to determine the impact this public health update plays on 

the District’s plan to return to full-time in-person instruction in 

September. Ongoing reopening updates will be forthcoming.  

 

What does the FDA announcement mean for our schools? 

Until further notice, existing layers of prevention strategies will 

continue to be adhered to: Universal Wearing of Masks, and 

Physical Distancing.  

 

https://nj.gov/governor/news/news/562021/approved/20210517a.shtml
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-fda-authorizes-pfizer-biontech-covid-19-vaccine-emergency-use
https://www.fda.gov/media/144414/download
https://covid19.nj.gov/pages/vaccine
http://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/vaccines


 

 

Assessment Update 
 

NJ STUDENT LEARNING ASSESSMENTS HAVE BEEN CANCELLED  

On April 6, 2021, the United States Department of Education (USED) informed the New 

Jersey Department of Education (NJDOE) that the administration of Start Strong 

assessments in fall 2021 will satisfy the federal statewide assessment requirement to 

administer general assessments in English language arts, mathematics, and science for 

the 2020-2021 school year. Therefore, there will be no spring 2021 administration of the 

New Jersey Student Learning Assessments (NJSLA). This flexibility shall apply only to the 

2020-2021 school year.  

 

The US Education Department is still requiring the NJDOE to administer ACCESS for ELLs or Dynamic Learning Maps 

(DLM). Therefore, the administration of these assessments will continue for Spring 2021. The administration window is 

from April 5 to June 11, 2021. 

 

Preschool/ Elementary 

 

 

 

REGISTRATION REMINDER. All (new) students for preschool will receive 

an email from Ms. Jessica Benatti with a link to the required paperwork for 

preschool.  We strongly encourage our families to begin this process as 

early as possible!  We know it can be challenging to obtain appointments 

for routine medical exams (physical, dental exams, etc.) and these items, 

as well as vaccination records, are required to start our preschool program 

in the fall.  If your family is new to our program and you have questions 

regarding required documentation you can contact Ms. Jessica Benatti who  

can be reached at jbenatti@collsk12.org and Mrs. Harrum Bataloni, School 

Nurse, at hbataloni@collsk12.org  

 
CALENDAR UPDATE. Preschool/Elementary key dates on the district calendar for June 1 - June 17: 

 

JUNE 2021 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 

 BLUE cohort 

2 

 BLUE cohort 

3 

 GOLD cohort 

4 

 GOLD cohort 

5 

  

6 

  

7 

 BLUE cohort 

8 

 BLUE cohort 

9 

 GOLD cohort 

10 

 GOLD cohort 

11 

 GOLD cohort 

12 

  

13 

  

14 

 BLUE cohort  

 Early Dismissal 

 Elementary 12pm 

 Preschool 12:15pm 

 

Road Trip to Summer 

12:30 – 1:30pm 

15 

 BLUE cohort 

 Early Dismissal 

 Elementary 12pm 

 Preschool 12:15pm 

 

Road Trip to Summer 

12:30 – 1:30pm 

16 

 GOLD cohort 

 Early Dismissal 

 Elementary 12pm 

 Preschool 12:15pm 

 

Road Trip to Summer 

12:30 – 1:30pm 

17 

 GOLD cohort 

 Last Day of School 

 Elementary 12pm 

 Preschool 12:15pm 

 

Road Trip to Summer 

12:30 – 1:30pm 

18 

 Summer Begins 

19 

  

  

 
 

mailto:jbenatti@collsk12.org
mailto:hbataloni@collsk12.org


 

 

PRESCHOOL IN THE NEWS!  
(CECC and Colls Preschool @ Oaklyn) 

 
This week, our preschool classrooms are celebrating Family Week!  Our program 

honors all the parents and caregivers who have worked so hard over the past 14 
months to support our preschool children and our preschool program as a whole. We 
know that without each and every one of you we could not have made it through this 
trying time in our world’s history.  Your kindness, thoughtfulness, compassion and 
partnership have made all the difference as our preschoolers engaged in at-home and 
in-school learning. We dedicate this week to all of you and thank you for “Helping Us 
Grow!”  
 

 

       
 

       
 

Counseling Services 

 

The Collingwood MS Junior Social Justice League created this slide to celebrate Pride Month and share the history of 

Pride Month with you! 
 

 



 

 

Nutritional Services 

 

 
 

 

STEM 

 

 
COMPUTER SCIENCE GRANT AWARDED 

We are happy to announce that the STEM department 
has secured a computer science grant from Lockheed 
Martin through Project Lead the Way. With the grant 
funds, we will add a new Cyber Security elective course 
to our computer science program.  
 
According to the US Bureau of Labor Statistics, the field 
of Information Security Analytics is projected to grow 

31% over the next decade, much faster than average! Is a potential career in cyber security in your future? Enroll in 
this new course and find out! 
 

https://www.pltw.org/our-programs/pltw-computer-science
https://www.bls.gov/ooh/computer-and-information-technology/information-security-analysts.htm#:~:text=and%20Wage%20Statistics-,The%20median%20annual%20wage%20for%20information%20security%20analysts%20was%20%24103%2C590,percent%20earned%20more%20than%20%24163%2C300.


 

 

Nursing School Health Services 

 

“Children need to be HEALTHY to be EDUCATED and EDUCATED to be HEALTHY” 

NJ Department of Health COVID-19 Illness, Exposure and Exclusion (May 26, 2021) 

Individuals who: Should stay home and away from others until: 

Have symptoms of COVID-19 AND 
have tested positive (by PCR, rapid molecular or 
antigen testing)     
OR 
have not been tested (i.e., monitoring for 
symptoms at home)  

At least 10 days have passed since their symptoms first 
appeared 
AND 
They have had no fever for at least 24 hours (one full 
day without the use of medicine that reduces fever) 
AND 
Symptoms have improved (e.g., cough, shortness of 
breath) 

Have NO symptoms and have tested positive 10 days have passed from the collection date of their 
positive COVID-19 diagnostic test AND they have not 
developed symptoms. 

Have symptoms and have tested negative 24-hours after their fever has ended without the use 
of fever reducing medications and other symptoms 
improve. 

Are identified as a close contact of a case Close contacts of a COVID-19 case should be excluded 
until the exclusion criteria for a close contact has been 
met even if the close contact tested negative. 

  

Fully vaccinated person who has close contact with someone with COVID-19 does NOT need to quarantine if 

they meet all the criteria: 

 

•  Are fully vaccinated (i.e., ≥2 weeks following receipt of the second dose in a 2-dose series), or 

•  Are ≥2 weeks following receipt of one dose of a single-dose vaccine), AND 

•  Have remained asymptomatic since the current COVID-19 exposure. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Special Education 

 

GARDEN UNIT. The students in Ms. O’Donnell’s class began their garden unit. They began by reading about and 
planting sunflowers! 
 

    
   

ART GALLERY DISPLAY AT CHS. On May 24th through May 26th, students and staff at Collingswood High School 

were treated to an art gallery by student, Jasir Lipscomb. Drawing and creating art has been Jasir's passion since a 

young age. Jasir worked hard curating the perfect creations for his exhibit and designing new pieces just for the gallery; 

talking to guests about his art, creating a biography to share with participants, and handing out special pencils so others 

could, "go and create their own passion". Jasir is a self-taught artist and dreams of owning his own business one day 

centered around his art. Thank you to everyone who came out and supported this very talented young man! 

 

   
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Oaklyn School 

 
THANK YOU, MR. MILLIGAN. Mr. Ed Milligan started this year as our new custodian.  We would like to take the time 

to recognize Mr. Milligan for all of his hard work.  Not only does he keep our building safe and clean, he also takes the 

time to put a smile on the faces of our students by doing things like retrieving balls from the roof and leaving surprise 

messages on the playground!  We appreciate everything he does for our staff and students!  Mr. Milligan is one of a 

kind!   
 

   
    
MYSTERY SCIENCE STAFF MEMBERS VISIT OAKLYN. Four Mystery Science staff members joined Ms. 

Woolslayer's third grade class on Zoom this week, observing as the students learned about and experimented with 

pollinating flowers. After the lesson, the students enjoyed a question-and-answer session with the staff members.  They 

learned that about 65 people work for Mystery Science, that they are currently working on translating the lessons into 

Spanish, how MS comes up with topics for lessons, if it is a fun place to work (it is!), and how Doug loves hearing about 

how the student's enjoy the lessons.  They had a wonderful day visiting with the Mystery Science guests!  
 

     
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Collingswood Middle School 

WE ARE THE CHAMPIONS 

Last week, the CMS Softball team defeated Pine Hill Middle School 

to win the Colonial Conference Middle School Softball 

Championship.  CMS pitcher Piper Wright struck out 16 of the 22 

batters that she faced, and combined with pitcher Briana Maguire 

and catcher Jillian Longeran for the shutout and the 10-0 victory for 

CMS. The victory was a true team effort and capped off a strong 

season for our CMS Panthers. Throughout the season, the CMS 

Panthers were led by consistent pitching performances and fueled 

by a potent offense featuring homerun hitters Sophia Angelucci, 

Carly Hoover, Hannah Kunkle, and Piper Wright. 

We want to extend our thanks to the entire team for their efforts and sportsmanship and congratulate the team on this 

wonderful accomplishment. Special thanks and congratulations are also extended to our CMS Softball coaches--Head 

Coach, Ms. Valianti and Assistant Coach, Ms. Wright --for preparing and guiding the team throughout the season. 

Congratulations to the Champion CMS Softball Team! 

Collingswood High School 
 
SENIOR AWARDS. The Senior Awards Ceremony was hosted on Wednesday, May 26th. Despite some weather 

challenges we were able to host an in-person event to acknowledge the accomplishments of our seniors in Academics, 

Arts, and Athletics. 90 students were recognized, with over 300 awards given out. We are extremely proud of the Class 

of 2021! Thank you to all our generous donors who continue to support our students! 

 

   



 

 

   
 
 

CHS STUDENTS OVERCOME PANDEMIC CHALLENGES TO SWEEP LOCAL AWARDS. For the past year, 

students in the visual and performing arts at Collingswood High School have stepped out of their  comfort zone to 

showcase their amazing talents and that includes students in the video and film production program. The pandemic 

didn’t seem to stop the PAWSTV students.   
 

   
 

On March 13, 2020, when in-studio productions ended abruptly and the doors closed on Studio 174, the 15-year-old 

program set out to continue their journey in uncharted waters.  Fortunately, they had capable and skilled student 

leaders.  Along with their teacher and advisor, Mrs. Armano, seniors Fiona Basewitz, Tyler Kolecki, and Ava Madarieta, 

guided their classmates on what would be an unprecedented school year. Click HERE for full story.   

 

https://5il.co/tp30


 

 

 
 

 
 

Top 20 

#1 - Dion Chen - Valedictorian #11 - Carly Jones 

#2 - Tara Hislip - Salutatorian #12 - Asia Vines 

#3 - Sophie Steidle #13 - Jose Heredia 

#4 - Isaac Sipp-Alpers #14 - Hailey Spencer 

#5 - Anna Bower #15 - Phoenix Penny 

#6 - Dylan Sparano #16 - Michael Johnson 

#7 - Daniella Stokic #17 - Alyssa Marrazzo 

#8 - Tyler Kolecki #18 - Samantha Sheridan 

#9 - Lila DiMasi #19 - Grace Janco 

#10 - Fiona Basewitz #20 - Milan Minos 

    
 



 

 

Superintendent’s Note 

 

 

 

I HAVE A QUESTION, WHO SHOULD I CONTACT? 
 

In an effort to be responsive to the needs of students and their families, we wanted to provide contact information to the 

community. Please refer to the list below to address all questions or concerns to the appropriate staff member or administrator.   

 

Teachers: The primary point of contact for questions or concerns related to your child’s school is their classroom teacher. Our 

educators are standing by to address the ongoing learning needs of all students.  

  

Building Principals/Leaders: Please direct unresolved questions or concerns related to your child’s school to the appropriate 

Building Leader.  

 

School Building Leader Email  Phone 

Collingswood High School Mr. Matt Genna mgenna@collsk12.org  856.962.5701 

Collingswood Middle School Dr. Jack McMullin jmcmullin@collsk12.org  856.962.5702 

Garfield Elementary Mr. Mark Wiltsey mwiltsey@collsk12.org  856.962.5705 

Newbie Elementary Mr. Steve Smith ssmith@collsk12.org  856.962.5706 

Sharp Elementary Mr. Doug Newman dnewman@collsk12.org  856.962.5707 

Tatem Elementary Mr. Brian Kulak bkulak@collsk12.org  856.962.5704 

Zane North Elementary Mr. Tom Santo tsanto@collsk12.org  856.962.5703 

Oaklyn School Ms. Jennifer Boulden jboulden@oaklynschool.org  856.858.0335 

Collingswood Preschool/  
Early Childhood Center 

Ms. Jennifer McPartland jmcpartland@collsk12.org  856.833.5291 

 

Special Education Services: If your child already has an IEP, please contact your child's Child Study Team Case Manager. 

If you have questions regarding special education services in the district, please contact Dr. Elizabeth Whitehouse - 

ewhitehouse@collks12.org.  

 

District Data/ Secondary Curriculum & Instruction: If you have questions regarding the district’s data collection practices 

or Collingswood Middle School and High School curriculum, please contact Mr. Winsor Yamamoto, Chief Performance Officer 

- wyamamoto@collsk12.org.   

 

Preschool/ Elementary Curriculum & Instruction: If you have questions regarding curriculum and instruction offered at the 

preschool or elementary level, please contact Ms. Jen McPartland, Supervisor of Preschool and Chief Academic Officer - 

jmcpartland@collsk12.org.  

mailto:mgenna@collsk12.org
mailto:jmcmullin@collsk12.org
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