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Meet the Resource Teacher 

Hi, my name is Kira Swinton and I am eager to be working with a great 
group of Pendragons!  This year is going to be full of lots of learning and 
excitement.  I am looking forward to getting to know all of you, but 
first I would like to tell you a little about myself.   

I was born and raised in Nebraska City, but my family and I have lived in 
Pender since July of 2011. I graduated from Peru State College with a 
degree in Special Education, and I have a Master’s degree in Curriculum 
and Instruction. I am entering my 7th year as an Elementary Special 
Education teacher, and couldn’t be happier to be part of an amazing 
team here in Pender! 

My husband, Daniel, has a criminal justice degree, and works as a 
truancy/behavior officer for Walthill Public Schools.  We have two 
daughters, Farris (age 9) and Liberty (age 4).  We are an easy-going 
family that loves to fish, camp, and watch Iowa football.  That’s right, I 
am a Hawkeye fan…don’t judge me too harshly!  

If you find that you have any questions please do not hesitate to call, 
text or email me.  I am looking forward to another great year!  

     Sincerely, 

         Kira Swinton 

 

Contact Information: 

kiswint1@penderschools.org 

Cell #: 402-209-3199 

	



 

Meet The Teacher 
 

Mrs. Audra Miller 
 

Reading Intervention Teacher  
 

 
Daughter-Logan, Husband-Grant, Son-Drew, & Me! 

 
I was born and raised in Wayne, NE. I graduated from Wayne High School and Wayne State College, 
then taught in Texas for 9 years before returning to live in my hometown. It’s hard to believe but this 
will be my 19th year as a teacher! My family enjoys camping and being outdoors as much as possible. I 

also like walking, gardening, and watching movies! 
 

Favorite Food:  Pizza 
Favorite Color:  Black 
Favorite Movie: Rudy 

Favorite Book:  Where the Red Fern Grows 
 



 
My name is Mrs. Goodman and I am the Early Childhood 

Educator! 
I have been teaching for over 20 years now, and I have taught 
preschool for 13 years-my youngest son was in the first class I 
taught here in Pender and he is a Senior in High School this 

year! 
I have a Master’s Degree in Curriculum and Instruction with an 
Early Childhood emphasis. I always say that I have the best 
job around because I love the little children! They are so full 
of fun and stories; they are also full of wonder! Everything is 

new and exciting to them! 
My husband, Steven, and son, Aaron, and I live in Pender. We 
have a corgi named Snickers, a pom-chi named Little Bit, and a 

cat named Thor.  
Our two older children, Jason and Amy, are married and live in 
San Pedro, CA, and Eagle, NE, respectively. I have 4 grandsons 

and one grand daughter. 
I am looking forward to a great year in preschool as we learn 

and play together! 
 

Some of My Favorite Things: 
 
My Faith 
My family 
Children 
Chocolate Chip Cookies 
Dogs and Cats 
The color red 
Sweet tea from McDonald’s 
Remodeling houses 
HGTV 
Flowers 



 

Kayla	Brewer

Hello,	my	name	is	
Miss.	Brewer.	This	is	
my	second	year	as	
the	Autism	Teacher	
at	Pender	Public	
Schools.	I	am	so	

excited	to	start	the	
new	year.	I	know	
this	year	will	be	

great!	

Email:	
kabrewe1@penderschools.org

Phone	Number:
(402)	385-3244



Mrs. Shauna Kinning  
	
	
	 Teaching	is	an	absolute	
passion	of	mine!		I	am	so	excited	
to	start	another	year	of	
kindergarten.		It	is	going	to	be	a	
year	full	of	fun,	learning	and	lots	
of	adventure!	I	would	like	to	
share	a	little	about	me.		
	

I	was	born	and	raised	in	
Pender	and	attended	the	
University	of	Nebraska	at	
Kearney	where	I	graduated	with	
a	degree	in	elementary	education	
with	an	endorsement	in	special	
education.		I	then	went	to	Wayne	State	and	received	my	Master’s	degree	in	
curriculum	and	instruction.				I	have	been	married	for	20	years	to	my	amazing	
husband	Mark.		We	have	two	wonderful	children	Samantha		(7)	and	Kate	(5).		We	
love	spending	time	together	as	a	family!			
	

I	have	a	love	for	learning	and	I	would	hope	that	my	students	would	also	learn	
to	love	learning	as	much	as	I	do.			I	feel	that	children	are	different	and	require	
specific	attention	and	affection	for	them	to	flourish.		I	will	strive	to	be	that	for	each	
of	my	students;	an	educator	who	loves	each	child	that	walks	in	my	door	and	gives	
each	of	them	not	only	an	education,	but	also	a	passion	to	learn.	
	
	 I	believe	a	successful	year	consists	of	an	open	communication	line	between	
parents	and	teacher.		Please	feel	free	to	email	me	at	shkinni1@penderschools.org	
anytime	you	have	a	question	or	concern.	
	

A FEW OF MY FAVORITES: 
Color:		Purple	
Food:	 Pasta	

Drink:		Diet	Coke	
Book:	 Heaven	Is	For	Real	

Song:		 Photograph	
Season:			Summer	and	Fall	(I	love	both!)	

Things	to	Do:	Spend	time	with	family	and	friends	
	
	
	

	



  
 

Hi! My name is Amy Bargholz and I am thrilled to be your child’s 
kindergarten teacher.  It’s going to be a fun year full of lots of learning 
and new adventures.  

I grew up on a farm outside of Howells, Nebraska.  When I graduated high 
school I moved to Wayne to attend Wayne State College. I majored in 
elementary education and early childhood unified (combined early 
childhood and early childhood special education).  

This will be my eighth year teaching kindergarten at Pender.  I love 
teaching kindergarten and all the growing, learning, and fun we get to 
have! It amazes me each year when I see how much the students grow.  
My favorite subject to teach is reading.  I really enjoy seeing my students 
grow into successful readers and develop a love of reading. 

I live in Pender with my husband Jayme.  We have three children: Ayla (6), 
Hailey (3), and Grayson (1).  We really enjoy living in this great town.  
Jayme works at Gerhold Concrete in Wayne and he also farms and has 
cattle outside of Wayne.  

Again, I am so excited that I get to be your child’s teacher this year.  
Please never hesitate to contact me.  I feel that communication is 
essential for a successful 
education. 

 

CONTACT INFORMATION:  

School Phone Number:  

402-385-3244  

School e-mail:  

ambargh1@penderschools.org 



 

 
Meet the Teacher 
 
My name is Maddison Brown and I am a 1st 
grade teacher here at Pender Public 
Schools as well as the new dance coach. 
This will be my 2nd year here and I am 
excited to meet more students and 
families. I was also a student teacher in 
Mrs. Kinning’s room.  
 
I grew up in a small rural town in South 
Dakota on a farm with my parents and two 

brothers. I was very active in high school participating in volleyball, 
sideline cheer, and competitive cheerleading. I was a cheerleader in 
college as well.  
 
I am a very social, enthusiastic person and that definitely shows in 
my classroom. Some of my hobbies include; shopping, going to 
sporting events, and hanging out with friends. I am very excited for 
the school year as lots of memories await. Go Pendragons!!  

   



 

 

Hello! I am Ashley Bessmer one of the first grade teachers. I am 
super excited to get things rolling this year! This is my sixth year 
teaching first grade at Pender Public Schools.  
 
For those of you that don’t know, I was born and raised in Pender 
and was fortunate enough to graduate from PHS! From little on I 
knew I wanted to be a teacher. I received my degree in 
Elementary Education from UNL. I had the opportunity to come 
“home” six years ago and I am so thankful for it. Not only do I 
get to teach in my hometown, but also I get the honor of teaching 
along side some of the same amazing teachers that inspired me 
when I was growing up. 
 
As far as outside of school, I love to spend time with my dogs. I 
have two dogs, Miley and Londyn (pictured above), since I don’t 
have any children of my own yet; I consider them my fur babies. I 
also enjoy just being outside, whether it is on a walk or sitting on 
my front porch. I have become quite fond of golf. Even though I 
am not the greatest at it, it is something that I have come to 
really enjoy. 
 
I am really looking forward to the 2017-2018 school year. We are 
going to be doing a lot of AMAZING things in first grade.  
 
Here’s to another GREAT year as a Pendragon! Don’t 
forget to show your Pendragon PRIDE. 
 
 
Miss Bessmer J 



 

 
 Hi! My name is Mrs. Smith and I am one of the second grade 
teachers this year. This is my 12th year teaching in Pender and I am 
looking forward to a great year with some awesome students!  

I was born and raised in Odebolt, Iowa. I came to Nebraska to 
attend Wayne State College. I received a degree with a major in 
Elementary Education and Early Childhood, and an endorsement 
in coaching. I also have my Master’s degree in Curriculum and 
Instruction. I met my husband while in Wayne, and we decided 
Northeast Nebraska was a good place to raise our family. We have 
two boys. My oldest son Blake is in 3rd Grade and loves learning new 
things. He enjoys sports, playing games, and reading books. My 
youngest son Colton is in 1st Grade and loves getting dirty! His 
favorite things to do include playing farm in the dirt, riding bikes, 
reading books, and playing with Legos. We spend a lot of time 
traveling to visit family. We love spending time outside playing 
ball, swimming, golfing, gardening, or spending time at the lake!  

This is going to be a fantastic year of learning and exploring new 
things! If you ever have questions, please do not hesitate to get 
ahold of me at vismith1@penderschools.org .  

  
My Favorites 

Food: Steak Oscar 
Color: Red 
Drink: Diet Cherry Coke 
Season: Spring 
Sport: Basketball 
Restaurant: Olive Garden 
Fast Food: Dairy Queen 
Animal: Monkey 
Hobby: Gardening 
Summer Activities: Spending time 
with friends and family and being at the lake! 

	



 

	

	
	
	

Hi! My name is Sheila Dahlman and I teach second grade at Pender Public 
Schools. I am originally from Bow Valley, Nebraska. I attended Wayne State 
College and moved to Thurston right before I graduated from college. After 
graduating I taught in Walthill for a few months before I started teaching at Pender. 
At Pender, I have taught 7-12 Special Education and K-1, 7-8 Remedial, 2-6 
Remedial, 2nd grade, and 3rd grade. 

My husband Jim and I have 3 children who are all Husker alumni. My son 
Christopher lives and works in Lincoln, Rachael in Austin, Texas and Rebecca in 
Rochester, Minnesota. All three of them were my students in second grade! 

This summer I took a trip to see The Black Hills, Yellowstone Park and the 
Grand Tetons. I was lucky enough to see Old Faithful erupt! I also enjoyed some 
camping, jet skiing, and racing. I really enjoy watching sprint car races! I am 
already having a great year in second grade with my new students. It is so exciting 
to spend every school day with second graders who are learning new things. I can 
tell it is going to be a fantastic year! 

 
 
 
 

 
 

	



 
 
 

	
MEET THE TEACHER 

 
Mrs. Hoffman – 3rd Grade 

 

Hi!  My name is Liz Hoffman.  I am beginning my third year of teaching in 
Pender.  Prior to Pender, I taught third grade at Stanton Community Schools 
for eight years.  I also coached Girls Basketball. 
      A little about me… I am originally from Leigh, Nebraska. I 
graduated from the University of Nebraska at Kearney in 2007 where I 
obtained a Bachelor of Arts in Elementary Education Degree and played 
basketball for four years. In December 2009, I obtained my Master’s 
Degree in Curriculum & Instruction through Peru State College. I am 
married to Mr. Luke Hoffman, a 5th grade teacher.  We were married on 
August 7th, 2015.  On July 14, 2016 we welcomed our daughter, Sloane 
into our family.  She has changed our lives so much and we love it!   
     Outside of teaching, I love to spend time outdoors.  I enjoy playing 
and watching sports of all kinds. I also enjoy boating and watching a 
good movie!  I am eager to dive into the many activities this year has in 
store for us and want to assure you I’m prepared for a wonderful 
experience.  If you have any questions, don’t hesitate to get ahold of me 
throughout the year!     
  
 
Your Partner in Education,  
Mrs. Liz Hoffman 
 



 

Welcome to Third Grade!!! 
	
My name is Tara Miller, and I am extremely excited to be teaching Third Grade at 
Pender Elementary this year!  This will be my 13th year teaching overall with time 
spent in Kindergarten, Third Grade, First Grade, and Fourth Grade.  I graduated 
from UNL with a Bachelor’s Degree in Elementary Education and have a Master’s 
Degree in School Administration from UNK. 

 
I am married to Eric Miller, high school principal.  We have three 
amazing daughters and one awesome son that keep us busy.  
Carson is in Ninth Grade, Camryn is in Seventh Grade, Peyton is in 
Fourth Grade, and Paxton is in Second Grade. We also 
have two dogs that are extremely spoiled.  
 
Our summer was spent at the ball field as all four kids 
were on different teams.  Carson’s team won the Class 
C STATE tournament, Camryn’s team won the LEAGUE 

championship, and Peyton’s team won the DISTRICT tournament.  Also, 
our family was fortunate to spend a week in Minnesota on a lake once the ball season 

was complete.  
 
In my spare time I enjoy reading, Netflix, shopping online and spending 
time with my family and friends.  Together as a family we love the 
mountains and going to MLB, Husker and NFL games!			
	
My word for this year is INSPIRE.  It will be my goal to inspire your 

children to set goals for their own learning and then help them reach 
those goals.  I also want to inspire your kids to READ, READ, READ and then 

read some more. ;)  I will also try to inspire them to become their best versions of 
themselves!  It’s going to be a great year! 
	

Go CUBS, Go! GO BIG RED! SKOL VIKINGS! 
	
	

Tara	Miller	
Third	Grade	

	
tamille1@penderschools.org	

	
402-385-3244	ext.	2205	



 

 

Back to School Edition 

August 16, 2017 

Life and Times of Mrs. Nixon  

 
Hello! My name is Mrs. Nixon and I will be your child’s teacher this year. I am really excited to have the opportunity to teach 4th, 
5th, and 6th grade Writing for a third year. 
 
I’d like to share a little bit more about myself.  I grew up in Leigh, Nebraska and then attended the University of Nebraska in 
Lincoln.  Upon graduating with my elementary teaching degree and coaching endorsement, I began teaching 5th grade in Lincoln at 
Hartley Elementary and coaching basketball at Lincoln Northeast.  After three years, I took a job in Wakefield as a 4th grade 
teacher, and also coached volleyball and basketball in my ten years at Wakefield Community Schools.  In addition, I obtained my 
Masters in Education degree from Peru State College in Curriculum and Instruction.  
 
My husband, Thad, is the School Counselor at Pender Public Schools. Our son, Brody, will be in the second grade, while Jace will 
be in preschool.   Our daughter, Bergen, will start part-time preschool as well.  Dansby is the youngest of our children, and he is 
one year old. We enjoyed a summer of sunshine, swimming, and fun outdoors. We are always on the go with the little ones and 
there is never a dull moment in our house, but I wouldn’t have it any other way. 
 
This is going to be a great school year, and I can’t wait to start this year’s learning adventure with your child!   
  
                          Mrs. Nixon   

 menixon1@penderschools.org 

Pender P.R.I.D.E. ~ Preparation ~ Respect ~ Integrity ~ Determination ~ Excellence 
 



 
 

 

 

Mrs. English-5th Grade 
Hello, my name is Tara English and I am your child’s 5th grade teacher 
this year.  I am married to Mark English.  We have 3 children; Amber 
is 18 years old, a freshman in college, Evan is 13 
years old, an 8th grader and Adyson is 6 years, a 
1st grader.J My two youngest go to school here at 
Pender.  My oldest attends college at Norfolk.  I 
am from Walthill and have lived there my entire 
life.  This is my 6th year here at Pender Public 
Schools.  I previously taught at Bancroft-Rosalie 
for 8 years.  
 
Some of my favorite things I like to do are spending time with my 
family and friends, playing board games with my kids, going camping 
and relaxing by a campfire.  A special event that was exciting and a 
little sad this year for me was sending my daughter off to college.  I 
am also very excited for her to begin her new chapter in her life.  
Time really does fly byJ  Another thing that is new for me is that I 
am the assistant volleyball coach.  I figured since I will have all this 
free time, with my daughter gone, that I should find somethingJ  I am 
having a lot of fun coaching the girls and look forward to a great year!! 
 
I look forward to teaching your child this year.  I am very excited to 
get going into the school year and get some routines back in our lives!  
I know it is going to be a great year for all of us!! 
 
If you have any questions or concerns please feel free to call me at 
402-385-3244 or email me at taengli1@penderschools.org. 

 
 



 
 

 

MEET	THE	TEACHER	
My	name	is	Mr.	Hoffman	and	I	am	a	fifth	grade	teacher	at	Pender.		This	

is	my	fifth	year	of	teaching	in	Pender	and	seventh	year	overall.		I	will	be	
teaching	math	to	4th,	5th,	and	6th	graders	this	year.		We	will	continue	using	
Saxon	Math	this	year,	so	hopefully	the	students	have	gotten	used	to	the	
format.		

At	school,	I	am	also	involved	in	being	the	head	girls	basketball	and	head	
boys	golf	coach.		I	enjoy	the	variety	my	day	brings	as	I	get	to	teach	the	
elementary	kids	and	then	coach	high	schoolers	after	school.	

	 During	the	summer	months,	you	will	see	me	early	in	the	morning	
monitoring	the	high	school	athletes	in	the	weight	room.		I	also	enjoy	going	on	
fishing	trips	and	boating	up	at	Yankton,	SD.		Mrs.	Hoffman	and	I	just	
celebrated	the	1st	birthday	of	our	only	daughter	Sloane	in	July.				

	 I	graduated	high	school	from	Wakefield	and	then	attended	Wayne	State	
College	for	my	degree	in	education.	Before	coming	to	Pender	I	taught	sixth	
grade	in	Allen,	NE	and	then	worked	for	Halliburton,	an	oil	field	company.	

MY	FAVORITES:	

Food:	Steak	and	Mashed	Potatoes		

Sports	Team:	NE	Huskers,	Chicago	Bulls,	KC	Chiefs	 	 	 							

Season:	Summer	&	Football	Season!		

Color:	Green	

Animal:	Gorilla	

Place:	On	a	boat	



 

Dayleen Liakos – 6th Grade 
4th, 5th, 6th Grade Social Studies 

 
My name is Dayleen Liakos and I am the 6th grade homeroom 
teacher. I teach Social Studies to all 4th, 5th, and 6th graders as 

well as all the Language Arts classes to the 6th grade. This is my 29th year teaching here 
at Pender. It will be my 31st year of teaching overall. I previously taught at Santee. 

My husband, Tom, is the Integrated Manager at Pender Implement and we have two 
grown children. Misty is a 4th grade teacher in Columbus, Nebraska and Tony is an 
attorney in Omaha, Nebraska. Tony is married to our daughter-in-law, Jodie, and they 
have our only grandchild, a beautiful, fun-loving girl named Leah. 

I am a huge sports fan. I love the Denver Broncos, the San Antonio Spurs, and (of 
course) the Nebraska Cornhuskers and any Pender Pendragon team! I try to attend many 
of the Pendragon events, but you will almost always see me at wrestling meets and 
tournaments. I also love to cook, bake, knit, read, spend as much time as possible with my 
granddaughter, and go to concerts. This summer, I attended a Queen concert, a Bruno 
Mars concert, and will see ZZ Top over Labor Day weekend. I also love to travel and 
spend time with any or all of my family. 

I would like to reach out to anyone in the community who would be willing to come spend 
time with my students sharing your expertise on whatever you know that ties in with our 
community, our state, our nation, or history in general. My door is always welcome and our 
students benefit greatly from everyone in the community! 

Here’s to a great 2017/2018 school year! 



Beyond the Bell 
Pendragon	Afterschool	Program	

August	Schedule	
	

Monday			 August	21	–	Outside	play	
	 	 	 August	28	–	Outside	play	
	 	 	 	 	 	
Tuesday			 August	22	-	Elementary	Honor	Choir	
	 	 	 August	29	-	Elementary	Honor	Choir	
	
Wednesday		 August	23	–	Outside	play	
	 	 	 August	30	–	Outside	play	
	
Thursday			 August	24	-	Elementary	Honor	Choir	
	 	 	 August	31	-	Elementary	Honor	Choir	
	
	
Friday			 No	After	School	Program	on	Fridays		
	
	 	
Programming	Notes:	
	
If	parents	have	concerns	about	the	activities	during	the	
after	school	program	they	should	contact	the	
elementary	principal,	Kelly	Ballinger	at	402-385-3244	
ext.	2150	or	keballi1@penderschools.org	
	  


