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2017 Comes to a Close 
As 2017 winds down and I take pause to look at the 

year in retrospect.  

 

The holidays help to slow us down to take this time to 

reflect. Maple Run Unified School District has a great 

deal to be thankful for.  There are the more obvious 

ones:  

• You, the dedicated Board of Directors who give 

your time and regularly provide the guidance 

and actions that are best for the district.  

• The talented staff that provide everything 

needed for a quality educational system - from 

the office staff to the teachers to the custodial 

staff – each plays a key role in creating the 

setting where our students can learn.  

And there are the less obvious: 

• Director’s families, who understand the 

importance of your charge and put up with the 

meetings, late nights, and prep work. 

• Our students, who continue to seek an 

education and challenge us to find new ways to 

help them learn.  

• Our parents who support our policies and 

procedures, and understand that the system 

needs to work for all students.  

• Our community, who supported us in the 

decision to merge, and again in our request to 

purchase the Central Office property.   

Legislative  
Governor Scott will be convening an education summit 

in mid-December to hear ideas on our education 

system. The audience is limited in size and targeted to 

legislators and representatives from the School 

Board's Association, Superintendent's Association, 

Principals Association, Vermont-NEA, Council of 

Special Education Administrators as well as 

representatives from Vermont's independent schools, 

prekindergarten community and state colleges and 

universities. It appears Joan and I, as respective 

officers in VPA and VSA, have been allowed to attend.  

The Governor has put a 2.5% cap on spending for FY19 

and states that his administration is committed to 

working with us to develop a range of tools to support 

and accelerate innovation. These tools will reflect the 

diversity of the challenges faced and give you the 

latitude that you need to make changes that will 

help your districts be the very best they can be.  

Other concepts under consideration include: 

•Changes to help Vermonters better understand the 

link between local budgets and tax rates when they 

vote on their school budgets; 

• Examination of the timing of budget votes; 

• Capital incentives for consolidating schools; 

• State and local incentives to help manage staff 

attrition and achieve favorable ratios; 

• Statewide policies to help sustainably plan for 

staffing costs; 

• Regional pilot proposals to reduce regulations and 

promote innovation; and 

• Rationalizing special education rate setting. 

 

where inquiring minds, compassionate hearts, creative expression, healthy lives and service to the community 

develop so all can learn, achieve and succeed. 

 



Around the District 
This newsletter will be changing into a district-wide 

newsletter beginning in January. Administrators and 

Union leaders have scheduled regular meetings to 

keep the lines of communication open, and out of the 

first meeting was a suggestion of a district-wide 

newsletter to help everyone know what is happening 

in other schools. The most efficient way to do this is to 

broaden the scope and focus of this one.  

BFA's Grace Brooks was awarded Unified Sports 

partner of the year at the annual Special Olympics 

Vermont conference.  

Collins Perley has been named Vermont's Best 

Sports Center by American Towns Media. The link for 

more information: https://bestthingsvt.com/sports-

centers/ 

 

Central Office Staff had their photo for the BFA 

Yearbook taken this year by Mitch Craib. This year’s 

photo was taken under the Mission Statement.  

SATEC students qualified for the spelling bee state 

finals held in Northfield, where they placed fourth out 

of five teams. Below the students work off some of 

their jitters by being kids, and at the bottom they 

receive their award.  

 

  

Vermont Education Funding 
Maple Run Unified School District was used as an 

example in the Vermont School Board Association 

video on education funding. The video makes sense of 

the complicated process of how education taxes are 

figured. The video can be viewed at this url: 

https://youtu.be/cVYTmuxUOdQ 
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Northwest Technical Center students took third 

place at the Welden Theater’s fourth annual 

Northwest Nightmares film festival. The festival 

showcases the work of amateur filmmakers around 

the state. NWTC Students at took the third-place prize 

with Absent, the story of a student who goes looking 

for a missing friend in the basement of Bellows Free 

Academy in St. Albans. 

NWTC staff participated in the Vermont Futures 

Project at a session held in City Hall. Comments 

collected will help inform the Vermont Futures 

Project’s recommendations on how to 

resolve Vermont’s workforce supply gap. 

For more information about the Vermont Futures 

Project, visit vtfuturesproject.org 

Board Meeting Pictures 
Below are pictures from the last Board meeting at BFA.  

 

 

https://vtfuturesproject.org/


 


