
MINUTES
Maynard School Committee Meeting
Thursday, March 18, 2021, 7:00 pm

Remote Meeting

Pursuant to Gov. Baker's Executive Order dated March 12, 2020, suspending certain provisions of the Open
Meeting Law, G.L. c. 30A sec. 20, the School Committee has modified meeting procedures to ensure the safety of
all participants.  The public was not allowed to physically access this School Committee meeting.  This meeting
was held virtually (internet) using Zoom Technology. All members of the public were invited to join the meeting
virtually online or by phone.  In addition, a recording of the meeting is posted on the WAVM YouTube page under
Maynard School Committee Meetings. (https://www.youtube.com/user/WAVMproductions/playlists)

Meeting Called to Order at 7:07 pm.  An attendance roll call was taken.
Mary Brannelly - Present
Jessica Clark - Present
Natasha Rivera - Present
Lydia Clancy - Present
Bethlyn Houlihan - Present

Also present were Brian Haas, Superintendent; Jennifer Gaudet, Assistant Superintendent; Wayne
White, Business Manager; Jeff Ferranti, Director of Student Services; Colleen Andrade, Administrative
Assistant.
Anticipated Speakers:  Justin DeMarco, DPW Director; Charges Gobron;

Approval of Minutes
Ms. Clancy asked the School Committee to approve without objection the minutes of 2/4/2021, with
grammatical/spelling edits as indicated.  There were no objections.
Minutes for 1/21/21 approved.

Ms. Rivera made a motion to approve the 2/13 minutes with the inclusion of departure time for Jessica
Clark as 12:03pm.
Ms. Houlihan 2nd the motion.

Roll Call Vote:
Mary Brannelly - Yae
Jessica Clark - Yae
Bethlyn Houlihan - Yae
Natasha Rivera - Yae
Lydia Clancy - Yae

Motion passed 5-0

Acceptance of Warrants
Ms. Clancy asked the School Committee to accept without objection, warrant #’s 21-047, -048.  There
were no objections.
Warrants 21-047, -048 accepted.

Urgent Business (If necessary) - none

https://www.youtube.com/user/WAVMproductions/playlists


Student Representative’s Report – Grace Wilde , Jr. Class President.
Yesterday began spirit week called March Madness. Several activities took place at Alumni Field and
others will take place during the week.  Winter sports ended, spring sports will start soon.  Tentative
prom planning has begun for the classes of 2021 and 2022.   Students excited to take the next steps
towards in-person learning.  Benefit will be seeing all teachers every day, spend more time with other
students, able to freely ask questions in class. It will be an adjustment to go back to full day in school.
Local American Legion is funding 2 positions for Girls State and Boys State.  5 students are interested.
PTO interested in funding another position.  Looking for organizations to fund the additional 2 positions
at $345 each.

Ms. Clancy noted that the Select Board is discussing changing the Town calendar to accept Indiginious
Peoples’ Day in place of Columbus Day.  She encouraged students to write to the Select Board to state
their opinion for or against.

Ms. Rivera suggested thinking about how we could better solicit and incorporate student feedback on
agenda items.

Citizens’ Comments - Ms. Clancy read the citizens' comments that had been emailed in.

Superintendent’s Report
Mr. Haas noted that they have been engaging in professional development focused on diversity, equity
and inclusion and anti-racism with Administrators, MHS teachers, and now include some MHS
students.  Looking to include more staff and students going into next year.
He asked for a moment of silence for the victims of the shooting in atlanta.

DESE is requiring K-5 students to return to school full days, 5 days a week on 4/5/21.  Families can still
choose to stay full remote, hybrid will no longer be allowed.  Full building cleaning and safety protocols
will continue.  Each building is creating a FAQ document for Staff and Parents which will be shared
before students return to school.  Gym will occur outside whenever possible.

Surveyed parents and MEA members about pool testing, of those that participated, 70% of families and
43% of MEA said they would participate.  Have not made a decision yet for Maynard at this time.
Maynard has done well with the protocols in place.

Indoor air quality testing was done recently at GM and was within normal range.  The report is on the
website. Mr. DeMarco added that GM windows will be allowed to be open since the Univents are used
for heat and the weather will be getting warmer. GM also has added air purifiers in each classroom.

Agreement made with teachers is that we have a traditional snow day or a remote snow day depending
on the severity and timing of the storm, if needed.

MSBA Update - Building Committee has had 2 meetings, a subcommittee has been formed to move
through the process of selecting an Owner's Project Manager.  That person will be selected by summer
and will oversee the process moving forward.

Mr. Haas met with Jerry Beck, from Art Space, looking to have some collaboration with MPS.



Ms. Houlihan noted questions she has received from parents asking if snacks would continue to be
outside, how would schools monitor how many students were using bathrooms, and would students
move for specials.

Ms. Rivera asked about the Ahera process.  Mr. DeMarco stated that they were in compliance and all
current documents were located at each school.  The reports are also on the website.

Chair’s Report
Select Board Meeting update - discussion regarding Indiginious Peoples Day, they will be voting at their
next meeting after seeking input from the community. The School’s budget has been increased by
$64,889.  Ms. Clancy thanked the Select Board and Town Accountant for their support.

Ms. Clancy stated that the Spanish Immersion program has received a donation from Elizabeth
Swayze.

Ms. Rivera made a motion to accept the donation of $1,000 to the Spanish Immersion program from
Elizabeth Swayze.
Ms. Brannelly 2nd the motion.

Roll Call Vote:
Mary Brannelly - Yae
Jessica Clark - Yae
Bethlyn Houlihan - Yae
Natasha Rivera - Yae
Lydia Clancy - Yae

Motion passed 5-0

The School Committee is drafting a resolution in favor of suspending the MCAS requirement this year.
The State voted to delay it this year.  There is a current Act in the state house that would cancel MCAS
for 2020-2021, HD1448.

Municipal election - Ms. Clancy read a statement regarding the upcoming Town election for School
Committee. The attacks on candidates running for elections have been shocking and uncalled for.

School Committee members backed Ms. Clancy’s statement.

Other Business
Sesquicentennial Events - Jen Picorelli - will appear at a later meeting after reaching out to teachers
directly.

Rules & Regulations for Parks & Fields - Justin DeMarco has been working on making the Parks and
Fields rules and regulations uniform across the Town. There are several committees that oversee the
parks and fields, and DPW maintains all of them. Mr. DeMarco reviewed his memo explaining what
parks and fields were around town, and what rules and regulations he was proposing for all.  There will
be a tri-board committee formed in the future to discuss the proposed and then each committee would
vote to approve these rules and regulations for the areas under their control.  The enforcement agent
would be the Police.  Will be able to track violations noticed during or after usage based on the permit
process and would fine people accordingly.



There was confusion about which Town entity was responsible for Crowe Park.  Mr. DeMarco noted that
from his research, the school's property started at Great Rd, encompassed Crowe Park and went back
to the area behind Green Meadow.

Ms. Brannelly suggested keeping Wayne White involved since he was in charge of fees on the school side.

Ms. Houlihan suggested allowing public input.

Solar Project Update – Justin DeMarco reviewed the Solar Array Project proposed.  Solar would be
installed on the MHS roof, MHS staff parking by the Athletic entrance and along the soccer field in front
of the building, in the Fowler parking lot, and in the empty field area behind Green Meadow.  This would
be a 20 year lease.  It was noted that there was ledge underneath Green Meadow and in the field area,
as well as a Vernal Pool back in that area, Mr. DeMarco felt those areas were unlikely to be suggested
by the MSBA for a new school building because of that. Mr. DeMarco suggested that Crowe Park could
potentially be used instead or adding a wing onto Fowler.

There was much discussion about using the field behind Green Meadow for solar panels, with loss of
usable green space.  The School Committee also expressed concerns with possible interference the
solar project may have with the MSBA process of a new building or building addition.

Mr. DeMarco noted that other open areas around Maynard were on conservation land or near potential
well sources.

NOTE: Lydia Clancy lost power and was disconnected from zoom meeting at 10:34 pm, returned at
10:39 pm.

Mr. DeMarco noted that the Select Board was currently in negotiations with the Solar Company.  Mr.
DeMarco also indicated that Town Meeting vote in June 2020 gave authority to the Select Board to
proceed with the solar project. The School Committee should reach out to the Select Board with their
concerns or recommendation soon.

Several School Committee members were not yet able to decide on a recommendation with the
information they had at this time.  Ms. Clancy will reach out to the Select Board Chair.

Ms. Rivera made a motion to table the Wellness Committee presentation and all of the policy
considerations except for Policy EBCFA.
Ms. Brannelly 2nd the motion.

Roll Call Vote:
Mary Brannelly - Yae
Jessica Clark - Yae
Bethlyn Houlihan - Yae
Natasha Rivera - Yae
Lydia Clancy - Yae

Motion passed 5-0



EBCFA - Mask wearing protocol
Recent changes to policy are: The stated “and complies with all local and state health and safety
guidelines” was too broad and removed.
Reference of “reopening guidelines” has been updated with “Guidance on In-Person Learning and
Student Learning Time Requirements”.

Ms. Rivera motion that we approve revised policy EBCFA - Mask Wearing Protocol as has been
provided.
Ms. Branelly 2nd the motion.

Roll Call Vote:
Mary Brannelly - Yae
Jessica Clark - Yae
Bethlyn Houlihan - Yae
Natasha Rivera - Yae
Lydia Clancy - Yae

Motion passed 5-0

Subcommittee Reports & Members’ Comments
Ms. Houlihan suggested that when speaking to the Select Board about the Solar Project to mention
having public comment.

Ms. Rivera noted that she and Ms. Brannelly met with the Budget Subcommittee and will be finalizing
the format of the quarterly budget report.

Ms. Clancy stated that School Committee would enter into Executive Session MGL; CH30A; §
21(a)(2) to conduct strategy sessions in preparation for negotiations with nonunion personnel (Director
of Student Services) and (3) to discuss strategy with respect to collective bargaining with the MEA
(Teachers Union) since an open meeting would have a detrimental effect on the bargaining of the public
body and the chair so declares.  School Committee will not return to open session.

Roll Call Vote to move into Executive Session:
Mary Brannelly - Yae
Jessica Clark - Yae
Bethlyn Houlihan - Yae
Natasha Rivera - Yae
Lydia Clancy - Yae

Motion passed 5-0

Moved into executive session at 10:57

List of Documents Used/Presented During Meeting:
School Committee minutes dated 2/4/21 and 2/13/21 (Joint Budget Meeting)
School Committee Chair Report dated 3/18/21
Superintendent’s report dated 3/18/21
Updated snow day procedures for 2020-2021 school year



Memo dated 1/29/21 from Justin DeMarco, DPW Director re: Town Rules and Regulations for fields
Town of Maynard park locations dated 1/27/21
Maynard Solar Update Presentation 3/15/21
Fowler School SEL Presentation
Wellness Committee update presentation
Policies for review EBC Supplemental, IKF – Graduation Requirements, JIC – Student Discipline, JK –
Student Conduct, EBCFA - Mask Wearing Protocol

Respectfully Submitted
Colleen Andrade
Administrative Assistant to the Superintendent of Schools
Approved 5/6/2021

Citizens Comments emailed to be read at the meeting.

Hello,

My name is Hilary Griffiths and I live on Maybury Rd.  I have several questions and comments with
regards to things discussed at the last school committee meeting on March 4th and expected topics for
this week’s meeting.



The Fresh Picks presentation was helpful for understanding the logic behind what foods are available at
each particular meal.  I was surprised to learn providing protein at breakfast is not required.  When the
food services contract is next up, could you please consider requiring one of the required grain servings
at breakfast be replaced with protein as is allowed, when sending out the request for bids?  I
understand that this may slightly increase the cost to the town.  However, we know that starting the day
with a healthy breakfast, including protein, is important for kids to be able to focus on their learning.

I am concerned that by not providing protein at breakfast, children who require free and reduced school
breakfasts are starting the day at a disadvantage with regards to attention, concentration and memory.
I have seen children's behavior be more challenging after eating a high sugar breakfast lacking in
protein.  As adults, we should do everything we can to help our kids and teachers have a successful
school experience.

I also appreciated the discussion last week about a possible “share table” during the last meeting. I
was able to find guidance from DESE on the use of share tables and it appears possible although it
would require adult supervision.

On a different topic, when discussing MCAS testing tonight, could you please share any suggestions on
ways to effectively advocate for an MCAS moratorium for this year.  Beside the fact that it’s not in our
children’s best interest to spend their limited time at school this spring focusing on test preparation and
administration, it doesn’t make sense to generate faulty data that will interfere with data analysis in the
years to come.

Thank you,
Hilary

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

To the Members of the School Committee:

I was surprised to see the scope for the proposal for the solar photovoltaic project expanded to include
a large area of open space behind the Green Meadow school building.  As we are currently exploring
pathways forward for Green Meadow, committing this parcel to a 20 year agreement now could restrict
our options in the near future.

I applaud Maynard Public Schools for exploring innovative no- or low-cost ways to generate revenue,
however, if the original parameters are insufficient to the proposed vendor, perhaps a pause is
warranted until the Green Meadow Building Committee has completed the Feasibility Study with the
MSBA.

Respectfully,

Lynda Thayer
14 Chandler St
Maynard

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~



From: Kelly Kane - 7 Keene Ave.
Regarding: Solar Project Update

I write to you tonight regarding the Solar Project Update on MPS property.  I have been following this
project intently.  I understand that the town voted at the 13 June 2020 Annual Town Meeting to permit
the Select Board to enter into a lease agreement on MPS property with a solar company with the
intention of increasing revenue to the town.  It was intended to be & in fact written in the warrant article:
"upon such terms and conditions....deemed to be in the best interest of the town."  I had hoped that the
original proposed sites would be reconsidered, but I see in tonight's package materials that they have
only minorly been adjusted.  My primary concern is the ground based system currently proposed for the
field behind Green Meadow School.  While this may be the largest array of panels and certainly the
biggest reason any company would be interested in a lease arrangement, this land is utilized by Green
Meadow and the after school programs extensively. This would have an impact on the elementary
school children when it becomes no longer available for their use.  Also, and potentially a larger impact,
is the Green Meadow feasibility study and beginnings of planning for the future of the GM building.  It
would be doing a great disservice to the town by designating this nearly 3 acres of land on school
property solely for solar panels for the next 20 years and yielding the land unavailable for a new
elementary school or school adjacent field.  You are tying the hands of the Maynard School Building
Committee and reducing the options available to the committee as they assess the options for the
facility - be it new construction, addition, renovation, or consolidation of facilities for the students and
town.  Please reconsider utilizing this field as a solar panel array.

Thank you,
Kelly Kane

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

To the Members of the School Committee:

I am a citizen member of the Green Meadow MSBA building committee and have a question regarding
the potential location of a solar array behind the Green Meadow school. We have just started the
process with MSBA and we do not at this time know what direction and architectural/engineering study
may lead us with regard to construction, reconstruction, expansion, etc.

We need to know the solar array and fencing and all external above and below ground electrical
equipment will not encumber the potential school building expansion/renovation. This area should
remain open until the architectural/engineering/civil site evaluations are complete and the future use of
the Green Meadow school and surrounding land is known.

Regards,
Jerry Culbert
8 Oak Ridge Drive Unit 1
Maynard, MA
978 790-5677


