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Dear Board Members in the Herkimer 
BOCES region, 

Autumn has always been a time of 
reflection and gratitude for me, and this 
year is no exception! Let me start by 
saying thank you for the most recent 
event which is the passing of the 
Intermunicipal Agreement that will allow 
BOCES to move the building project 
forward. On behalf of the children and 
the staff, thank you for all the time and 
conversations that helped us to improve 
the project and then for approving it. 
We will work diligently to make the 
most of this opportunity to improve our 
facilities and then maintain them for 
years to come.

Aside from the deep gratitude for 
approving the project, I think this season 
reminds us all of the beauty of the 

area we live in, the joy of simple things 
like the start of a new school year and 
the importance of coming together to 
do good work for the people around us. 
October is Board Appreciation Month, 
and I hope you know how much your 
service is valued!  Our schools, our 
staff and our students appreciate your 
dedication and service as you support 
the superintendents to implement new 
programs and create new opportunities 
for the kids.

Enjoy the fall – thank you for all you 
do to improve 
opportunities for 
our students, 
our staff and  
the community 
at large!

-Sandy
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The Herkimer BOCES Pathways Academy 
started off the first day of school for students 
with a team-based scavenger hunt around 
the building to help students get comfortable 
in their environment.

It also didn’t hurt that when students 
completed the scavenger hunt, they were 
able to use the clues to open a lockbox 
containing a special treat. 

“This is hopefully an engaging way to get 
the kids to move around the building a little 
bit and get to know important personnel 
and locations,” Pathways Academy Principal 
Patrick Corrigan said.

The first day of school at the Herkimer 
BOCES Pathways Academy was Tuesday, Sept. 
6. Pathways Academy focuses on students 
who have had a difficult 
time in a traditional 
school structure or have 
to catch up on credits 
but have the ability 
to get a high school 
diploma. Pathways 
Academy classes are 
project-driven and 
infuse career and 
technical education.

The scavenger hunt 
tied into the Positive 
Behavioral Interventions 
and Supports (PBIS) 
program at Pathways. 

The PBIS program includes various aspects 
including students earning BOCES Bucks 

for positive 
behavior that 
they can use 
on reward days 
to purchase 
experiences or 
items from the 
PBIS Store at 
Pathways.

During the 
scavenger 
hunt, students 
followed clues 
around the 
Remington 
Education 
Complex in 

Pathways Academy orientation takes  
students on scavenger hunt

Pathways Academy students hear from Pathways Academy 
teacher Erica Haver at the Positive Behavioral Interventions 
and Supports (PBIS) Store during a scavenger hunt on the 

first day of school on Sept. 6.

Ilion to locations such as the principal’s 
office, nurse’s office, the Learning Center, the 
gymnasium and the PBIS Store. They met 
with administrators, teachers, the school 
nurse and other staff at each location and 
received information and updates about how 
the school operates.

As new seventh-graders visited Corrigan 
during the scavenger hunt, he spoke to them 
about the school year ahead.

“You’re going to get all the support you 

need,” Corrigan said. “You’ve just got to listen 
to the people around you.”

The scavenger hunt is the start of a return 
to having more PBIS-related activities and 
events, after such events were limited the past 
couple of school years due to COVID-19, 
Corrigan said. 

“There were fewer chances for celebrations 
in recent years, and we’re trying to be 
conscientious about that and bring back those 
experiences for students,” Corrigan said.

Pathways Academy students hear from Pathways Academy 

teaching assistant Jose Lopez in the Learning Center during 

a scavenger hunt on the first day of school on Sept. 6.

Pathways Academy students hear from Pathways Academy 
Principal Patrick Corrigan near his office during a 

scavenger hunt on the first day of school on Sept. 6.
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Herkimer BOCES welcomed all staff for 
a new school year on Wednesday, Aug. 
31, and honored staff who have reached 
milestones in their service at BOCES.

Herkimer BOCES District Superintendent 
Sandra Sherwood and Herkimer BOCES 
Board of Education President Michael 
Clements gave opening comments.

“I’m glad to see you back,” Clements 
said. “We couldn’t ask for a better group of 
people.”

Sherwood and Clements spoke from the 
lobby at the Herkimer BOCES William E. 
Busacker Complex in Herkimer. Employees 
watched via video from four other rooms at 
the WEB Complex and from the Herkimer 
BOCES Remington Educational Complex in 
Ilion.

Clements encouraged new employees not 
to be nervous because they’re joining a strong 
team.

“I hope we have a great year and try to get 
back to some normalcy,” he said.

Association leaders Holly Rotundo Fischer, 
Bethann Hammer and Timothy Johnston 
joined Sherwood and Clements to present 
certificates to staff who reached a standout 
number of years at BOCES.

The following employees were recognized 
for the following milestones:

10 years:

• Andrea Hitchcock

• Sheri Perry

• Stacie Shedd

20 years:

• Scott Dunckel

• Debra Hagadorn

• Christina Ostrander

• Adam Spatto

• Sherry Stone

25 years:

• Frances Bishal

Sherwood closed the welcome-back 
ceremony with a presentation about what 
a BOCES is. She spoke about the large role 
that the 10 component school districts have 
in determining BOCES operations. She also 
talked about the services and benefits that 
BOCES across the state provide to their 

Herkimer BOCES welcomes staff for new 
school year, recognizes employee milestones

Pictured here, Frances Bishal was honored for her 
25 years of service at Herkimer BOCES.

communities, schools and students – and 
what those impacts look like locally through 
Herkimer BOCES.

At the end of her presentation, Sherwood 
returned to the question of what a BOCES 
is. She said it certainly includes the 10 
component districts and the BOCES facilities.

“But it’s really all of us,” Sherwood said to 
the Herkimer BOCES employees. “I’m so glad 
you’re back here with us. Welcome back.”

Herkimer BOCES District Superintendent Sandra Sherwood 
welcomes employees to the new school year during a 

presentation on Aug. 31, as Herkimer BOCES Board of 
Education President Michael Clements looks on.

From left, staff who have been at Herkimer BOCES for 20 
years were recognized: Sherry Stone, Christina Ostrander, 
Debra Hagadorn and Scott Dunckel. Adam Spatto (absent 
from photo) was also recognized for 20 years of service.

From left, staff who have been at Herkimer BOCES 

for 10 years were recognized: Sheri Perry and Andrea 

Hitchcock. Stacie Shedd (absent from photo) also 

was recognized for 10 years of service.

Herkimer BOCES Board of Education President Michael 
Clements speaks to Herkimer BOCES employees during a 

welcome back event on Aug. 31.
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Three Herkimer BOCES Visual 
Communications Media Arts seniors recently 
finished in sixth place in the nation for 
a SkillsUSA promotional bulletin board 
competition.

Students Tracy Palmieri, of Central Valley 
Central School District; Delaney Kerr, of 
Frankfort-Schuyler Central School District, 
and Savannah Dennis, of Herkimer Central 
School District, created their bulletin board 
as a class project under the advisement of 
Herkimer BOCES Visual Communications 
Media Arts instructor Melinda Maycock.

They presented their project in April at the 
SkillsUSA New York State Leadership and 
Skills Conference in Syracuse and won first 
place. This allowed them to compete in the 
Skills USA national-level competition, which 
took place in Atlanta from June 20-25.

At the national competition, the students 
then advanced another stage to the national 
finals, before claiming their sixth-place 
finish.

The Herkimer BOCES SkillsUSA advisors 
are Cosmetology instructor Holly Rotundo 
Fischer and Cosmetology teaching assistant 
Sarah Jacquays-Alberts.

SkillsUSA is an organization serving more 
than 395,000 students and professional 
members enrolled in career and technical 
training programs.

Visual Communications students take 
6th place in national SkillsUSA competition

From left: Visual Communications Media Arts students 
Tracy Palmieri (Central Valley), Savannah Dennis 

(Herkimer) and Delaney Kerr (Frankfort-Schuyler) at the 
SkillsUSA national-level competition in Atlanta.

The Visual Communications Media Arts teammates hold 
up a banner for their SkillsUSA state championship. 

They earned first place in a promotional bulletin board 
competition at the SkillsUSA state conference.

Members of the U.S. Secret Service 
National Threat Assessment Center (NTAC) 
presented on Tuesday, July 12, to education 
leaders and law enforcement officials in the 
Herkimer-Fulton-Hamilton-Otsego BOCES 
region about preventing attacks at schools.

NTAC’s domestic security strategist Michael 
Kapuscinski and NTAC social science 
research specialists Allison Barrett and Dr. 
Aaron Cotkin discussed three NTAC research 
reports and eight steps that can be taken to 
reduce the risk of targeted attacks at schools.

The presentation noted that students who 
have carried out school attacks and those 
whose plots were prevented are very similar.

“The main difference between people who 
followed through and those that didn’t was 
that they were stopped,” Barrett said.

Herkimer BOCES school safety advisor 
James Garcia invited the NTAC officials to 
put on the “Enhancing School Safety Using a 
Threat Assessment Model” presentation and 
organized the local event, which took place 
at the Herkimer BOCES William E. Busacker 
Complex in Herkimer. 

Herkimer BOCES District Superintendent 
Sandra Sherwood, Herkimer BOCES 
Supervisor of Safety Services Adam 
Hutchinson, other Herkimer BOCES 
administrators, superintendents and 
administrators from some component school 
districts and members of some local law 
enforcement agencies attended the event.

U.S. Secret Service provides presentation on 
school safety for Herkimer BOCES region

U.S. Secret Service National Threat Assessment Center 
social science research specialist Dr. Aaron Cotkin speaks 
on July 12 at Herkimer BOCES to local school and law 

enforcement officials about preventing attacks at schools..

U.S. Secret Service National Threat Assessment Center 
social science research specialist Allison Barrett speaks 
on July 12 at Herkimer BOCES to local school and law 

enforcement officials about preventing attacks at schools.

To read the rest of this 
story online, click here.
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About 30 students ages 14-15 from five 
Herkimer BOCES component districts 
participated in the 2022 TANF Summer 
Youth Employment Program operated 
by Herkimer BOCES with the support 
of community services, schools and 
organizations. During the program, which 
started on July 7 and ended on Aug. 3, 
students spent five days focused on each of 
three career clusters:  
Hospitality and Tourism; Agriculture,  
Food and Natural Resources; Construction 
and Architecture.

Students participated in a variety of 
work-related activities associated with each 
career cluster. Students learned career-
readiness skills, financial literacy skills and 
academic skills. They accumulated 
career inventories, work-based learning 
hours and employability profiles that 
will be transferred and used within 
their high school. Students also raised 
more than $500 for the Christopher 
Newtown Memorial Scholarship through 
a “Car Wash for Christopher” event they 
conducted.

The districts that had students in the 
program were Central Valley, Dolgeville, 
Frankfort-Schuyler, Herkimer and 
Little Falls.

Summer Youth Employment Program

Cleaning up at Russell Park.

“Car Wash for Christopher.”

Upkeeping the BOCES campus.

Working outside.

Working in the kitchen.

The car wash raised more than 

$500 for the Christopher Newtown 

Memorial Scholarship.
Washing sheriff’s vehicles.

Sweeping up a classroom.
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Extended School Year is a program set up 
for Special Education students that have 
experienced regression and need additional 
time to work on their goals from the 
previous school year and maintain where 
they left off in June.

Extended School Year Prekindergarten 
is integrated with students in Special 
Education and students who aren’t in Special 
Education. ESY PreK serves as additional 
PreK experience for these students.

ESY allows for student therapies to 
continue and for students to not have to 
transition in and out of going to school 
because otherwise they would be out of 
school for two months, ESY Principal Jessica 
Hartman said.

“It’s needed, and it sets them up for success 
starting in September,” Hartman said. “It’s 
a great way for them to stay involved with 
education through the summer.”

ESY took place from July 7 to Aug. 17 with 
about 140 students – including students 
from all 10 Herkimer BOCES component 
school districts. In addition to the continued 
learning, students participated in Fun Fridays 
– with theme days such as Bright Colors Day, 
Tie-Dyed Day, Crazy Hat Day, Crazy Hair 
Day, Mismatched Socks Day and more.

Students in ESY are usually happy to 
see their recent teachers and aides from 
the previous school year and sometimes 
teachers and aides they had in the past. 
Students generally seem to enjoy the 
program, Hartman said.

“They really want to be here,” Hartman 
 said. “They get off the bus with smiles on 
their faces.”

Extended School Year

ESY students Jeremy (Poland), Landon (Central 
Valley), Jennavieve (Richfield Springs), Ahkeila 
(Frankfort-Schuyler), Derek (Richfield Springs), 
Jacob (West Canada Valley) and Alex (Dolgeville).

ESY student Gabriel (Mount Markham).

ESY student Desiree (Frankfort-Schuyler).

ESY students Jordan (Little Falls), Daniel (Herkimer), Aubriella (Herkimer) and Willow (Herkimer). 

ESY student Nora (Owen D. Young).

ESY student Tyler (Little Falls).

ESY student Zarina (Dolgeville).ESY student Syncerae (Central Valley).
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There were 428 students from nine 
of the 10 Herkimer BOCES component 
school districts enrolled in the Herkimer 
BOCES Regional Summer School hosted 
this year at Central Valley. RSS started 
on July 5 and ended on Aug. 11. The 
districts that had students in the program 
were Central Valley, Frankfort-Schuyler, 
Herkimer, Little Falls, Mount Markham, 
Owen D. Young, Poland, Richfield Springs 
and West Canada Valley.

We would also like to congratulate RSS 
Secretary Denise Mabbett on her retirement 
from the position after 19 years! She will 
continue in her role as a teacher aide in the 
libary at Central Valley, where she has been 
for 25 years.

Regional Summer School

From left: RSS students Xavier Price (Central 

Valley) and Matthew Aquino (Herkimer).

Retiring RSS Secretary Denise Mabbett
From left: RSS students Ryan Fox (Herkimer) and 

Joe Mitchell (Herkimer).

From left: RSS students Paul Rex (Central Valley), Zayn 

Reynolds (Little Falls), Lindsay Pierson (West Canada 

Valley), Dylan Dayton (West Canada Valley), Jayde Nelms 

(Mount Markham) and Andrew Bryceland (Owen D. Young)

RSS algebra cla
ss with students from Central Valley, 

Frankfort-Schuyler, Herkimer, Owen D. Young, 

Poland and West Canada Valley.

From left: RSS Principal Kim Conley and RSS 
students Christos Gasparinatos (Herkimer) and 

Kaydence Batara (Herkimer).
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The Herkimer BOCES Board of Education 
has new leadership this school year.

During the Herkimer BOCES Board of 
Education’s annual reorganization meeting 
on Thursday, July 7, board members elected 
Michael Clements to his first one-year term  
as board president and Holly Pullis to her  
first one-year term as board vice president.

State Assemblyman Robert Smullen  
also attended the board meeting. Board 
members invited Smullen to thank him 
for recently securing $25,000 in grant  
funding for Herkimer BOCES workforce 
development programs.

Smullen congratulated Clements on being 
named the new board president and spoke 
about the benefits of the grant and BOCES.

“The Herkimer BOCES program is in great 
hands with its new 
board members and 
under the leadership 
of Michael Clements. 
I congratulate all the 
officers and instructors 
throughout the 
program for their 
dedication to our 
students’ success,” 
Smullen said. “This 
grant funding will 
be instrumental 
in providing more 

alternative career pathways and opportunities 
for good-paying jobs in local trade industries 
in the Mohawk Valley region, and I couldn’t 
be more proud to support our future skilled 
workers and tradesman.”

Clements served 
as Herkimer BOCES 
board vice president 
during the 2021-22 
school year and is 
now starting his fifth 
year on the board. He 
represents Frankfort-
Schuyler Central 
School District on the 
BOCES board and has 
been on the Frankfort-
Schuyler board for the 
past eight years.

Board of Education elects new leaders,  
welcomes new member, thanks 
Assemblyman Smullen for grant

BOCES BOE Gives Thanks to 
Assemblyman Robert Smullen

New Board President Michael Clements Sworn In

Pullis joined the Herkimer BOCES Board of 
Education in October 2021. She represents 
Owen D. Young Central School District on the 
BOCES board and has been on the Owen D. 
Young board since 2015.

Thomas Shypski served as the Herkimer 
BOCES Board of Education president for the 
past three school years. Shypski continues to 
represent Richfield Springs Central School 
District on the Herkimer BOCES board.

During the reorganization meeting, newly 
elected board member Travis Costin was 
sworn in. Re-elected board members Pullis, 
Samuel Luce and Janine Lynch were also 
sworn in. The board members were voted 
on by Herkimer BOCES component district 
school boards in April, and they were elected 
to three-year terms from July 1, 2022, through 
June 30, 2025. 

Costin, who represents Central Valley 
Central School District on the Herkimer 
BOCES board, replaces Jane North, who 
did not seek re-election. Luce represents 
Herkimer Central School District on the 
Herkimer BOCES board, and Lynch represents 
West Canada Valley Central School District.

.

New Board Vice President 
Holly Pullis Sworn In

Board Member Samuel Luce Sworn In After Re-Election

Board Member Janine Lynch 

Sworn In After Re-ElectionNew Board Member 
Travis Costin Sworn In
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Herkimer BOCES closed out the 2021-22 
school year with many awards programs, 
completion cermonies and more. Photos 
from just some of those celebrations are 
featured here. 

Click on the images if you want to view 
more about the events online.

End-of-school-year BOCES events

CTE Completion Ceremony

Adult LPN Commencement

Special Programs Grad Video

HRCC Scholarship 

Foundation Awards

Adult Literacy Graduation

BOE Reception for Retirees and Tenure Recipients

SBI Awards
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m264ioL0IsQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m264ioL0IsQ
https://www.herkimer-boces.org/article/757936
https://www.herkimer-boces.org/article/757936
https://www.herkimer-boces.org/article/763712
https://www.herkimer-boces.org/article/763712
https://www.herkimer-boces.org/article/769331
https://www.herkimer-boces.org/article/769331
https://www.herkimer-boces.org/article/763419
https://www.herkimer-boces.org/article/763419
https://www.herkimer-boces.org/article/771854
https://www.herkimer-boces.org/article/771854
https://www.herkimer-boces.org/article/769329
https://www.herkimer-boces.org/article/769329


Thanks for reading the first issue of 
“Your Kids, Your BOCES!”




