
 

  

Lake Forest English Curriculum Fifth Grade  

Fifth grade students will read a wide variety of literary and informational text. These texts 

include literature from different times and cultures, as well as informational text on grade-

level topics in all subject areas. They practice the foundational reading skills learned in 

previous grades to read accurately and fluently, but the emphasis in fifth grade is on students’ 

comprehension of complex literary and informational texts. They learn academic language 

and domain -specific vocabulary through their reading and use it in their writing and speaking.  

  

 Throughout Fifth Grade Units there are standards that are the focus of study. There are 

standards that reinforce and/or support the units of study.  There are also standards that 

recur through many/all units of study. 

Recurring Standards throughout the year: 
Literature 

RL 5.1 

RL 5.10 

Informational 

RI 5.1 

RI 5.10 

Foundational 

RF 5.3 

RF 5.4 

Writing 

W 5.8 

W 5.9 

W 5.10 

Speaking & Listening 

SL 5.6 

Language 

L 5.1 

L 5.2 

L 5.6 

 

 

Unit 1: Literary Text Unit 

Students will read with sufficient accuracy and fluency a variety of literary text and engage in 

collaborative discussions and close reads.  Students will identify character, setting, and plot.  

They will examine key details in order to determine themes.  Students will explore words, 

actions, and interactions of characters to determine the effect on the text.  Students will continue 

to strengthen foundational skills through review and application of phonemes.  In writing 

students will understand the components of narrative writing and apply that knowledge along 

with grammar and language usage in their own writing.  

 

During this unit your child will:   

Reading Standards for Literature 

 RL.5. 1 Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and 

when drawing inferences from the text. 

 RL 5.2 Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text, including 

how characters in a story or drama respond; summarize the text. 

 RL 5.3  Compare and contrast two or more characters, settings, or events in a story or 

drama; drawing on specific details in the text. 

 RL 5.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 

figurative language such as metaphors and similes. 



 RL 5.5 Explain how chapters, scenes and stanzas fit together to give structure to stories, 

plays and poems. 

 RL 5.7 Analyze how visual and multimedia elements contribute to meaning, tone, or 

beauty of a text (graphic novel, multimedia presentation of fiction, folktale, myth, poem). 

 RL 5.10 By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, 

dramas, and poetry at the high end of the grades 4-5 complexity band independently and 

proficiently.  

  

 

Phonics and Word Recognition 

 RF 5.3 Know and apply grade level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words. 

 

Fluency 

 RF 5.4 Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension. 

 

Speaking and Listening 

 SL 5.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaboration discussions with divers partners on 

grade 5 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

 SL 5.2 Summarize a written text read aloud or information presented in diverse media 

and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally. 

 SL 5.3 Summarize the point a speaker makes and explain how each claim is supported by 

reasons and evidence. 

 SL 5.4 Report on a topic or present an opinion, sequencing ideas, logically and using 

appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or themes; speak 

clearly at an understandable pace. 

 SL 5.5 Include multimedia components and visual displays in presentation when 

appropriate to enhance the development of main ideas and theme. 

 SL 5.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, using formal English when 

appropriate to task. 

 

Language 

 L 5.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of Standard English grammar and usage 

when writing or speaking. 

 L 5.1a Explain the function of conjunctions, prepositions, and interjections in 

general and their function in particular sentences. 

 L 5.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of Standard English capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

 L 5.2c Use a comma to set off the words yes and no to set off a tag question from 

the rest of the sentence and to indicate direct address. 

 L 5.2e Spell grade appropriate words correctly, consulting references as needed. 

 L 5.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple meaning words and 

phrases based on grade 5 reading and content, choosing flexibility from a range of 

strategies. 

 L 5.4a Use context as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 

 L 5.4b Use common, grade appropriate Greek and Latin affixes and roots as clues 

to the meaning of a word. 

 L 5.3 Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or 

listening. 

 L 5.5 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances 

in word meanings. 



 L 5.5b Recognize and explain the meaning of common idioms, adages, and 

proverbs. 

 L 5.5c Use the relationship between particular words (e.g. synonyms, antonyms, 

homographs).  

 L 5.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain 

specific words and phrases, including those that signal contrast, addition, and other 

logical relationships. 

 

 

Writing 

 W 5.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 

technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences. 

 W 5.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are 

appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

 W 5.5 With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing 

as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach. 

 W 5.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, 

and research. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Unit 2: Informational Text Unit  

Students will read with sufficient accuracy and fluency a variety of informational text and 

engage in collaborative discussions and close reads.  Students will learn how to identify various 

text structures such as problem/solution, chronology, comparison, and cause/effect.  Students 

will summarize the information learned, they will recall facts or events.  Students will contain 

the text presented, identify main idea, and author’s purpose.  Students will continue to strengthen 

foundational skills through review and application of phonemes.  In writing students will 

understand the components of informative writing and apply that knowledge along with 

grammar and language usage in their own writing. 

During this unit your child will:   

Reading Standards for Informational Text 

 RI.5. 5 Compare and contrast the overall structure (chronology, comparison, cause/effect, 

problem/solution) of events, ideas, concepts, or information in two or more texts 

 RI 5.2 Determine two or more main ideas of a text and explain how they are supported by 

key details; summarize the text. 

 RI 5.7 Draw on information from multiple print or digital sources, demonstrating the 

ability to locate an answer to a question quickly or to solve a problem efficiently 

 RI 5.9 Integrate information from several texts on the same topic in order to write or 

speak about the subject knowledgeably. 

 RI 5.8 Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support particular points in a 

text, identifying which reasons and evidence support which points. 

 RI 5.3 Explain the relationships of interactions between two or more individuals, events, 

ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical text based on specific information 

in the text. 



 RI 5.4 Determine the meaning of general academic and domain specific words and 

phrases in a text relevant to a grade 5 topic or subject area. 

 RI 5.10 By the end of the year, read and comprehend informational text, including 

history/social studies, science, and technical texts at the high end of the grades 4-5 

complexity band independently and proficiently.  

 

Phonics and Word Recognition 

 RF 5.3 Know and apply grade level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words. 

 

Fluency 

 RF 5.4 Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension. 

 

Speaking and Listening 

 SL 5.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaboration discussions with divers partners on 

grade 5 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

 SL 5.2 Summarize a written text read aloud or information presented in diverse media 

and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally. 

 SL 5.3 Summarize the point a speaker makes and explain how each claim is supported by 

reasons and evidence. 

 SL 5.4 Report on a topic or present an opinion, sequencing ideas, logically and using 

appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or themes; speak 

clearly at an understandable pace. 

 SL 5.5 Include multimedia components and visual displays in presentation when 

appropriate to enhance the development of main ideas and theme. 

 SL 5.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, using formal English when 

appropriate to task. 

Language 

 L 5.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of Standard English grammar and usage 

when writing or speaking. 

 L 5.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of Standard English capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

 L 5.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple meaning words and 

phrases based on grade 5 reading and content, choosing flexibility from a range of 

strategies. 

 L 5.4a Use context as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 

 L 5.4b Use common, grade appropriate Greek and Latin affixes and roots as clues 

to the meaning of a word. 

 L 5.3 Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or 

listening. 

 L 5.5 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances 

in word meanings. 

 L 5.5a Interpret figurative language, including similes and metaphors in context. 

 L 5.5c Use the relationship between particular words (e.g. synonyms, antonyms, 

homographs). 

 L 5.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain 

specific words and phrases, including those that signal contrast, addition, and other 

logical relationships. 

 

 

 



Writing 

 W.5.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and 

information clearly. 

 W 5.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are 

appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

 W 5.5 With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing 

as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach. 

 W 5.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, 

and research. 

 

 Unit 3: Compare/Contrast Unit 

Students will learn about the different ways authors write about the same topic. Students will 

read informational and literary text. They will compare and contrast story elements, key details, 

themes and main ideas, and text structure. They will engage in collaborative discussions to 

compare and contrast information between two texts on the same topic. Students will continue to 

strengthen foundational skills through review and application of multisyllable words.  In writing 

students will understand the components of informative writing and apply that knowledge along 

with grammar and language usage in their own writing. 

During this unit your child will:   

Reading Standards for Literature 

 RL 5.3  Compare and contrast two or more characters, settings, or events in a story or 

drama; drawing on specific details in the text. 

 RL 5.9 Compare and Contrast stories in the same genre( e.g. mysteries and adventure 

stories) on their approaches to similar themes and topics. 

 RL 5.2 Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text, including 

how characters in a story or drama respond; summarize the text. 

 RL 5.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 

figurative language such as metaphors and similes. 

 RL 5.5 Explain how chapters, scenes and stanzas fit together to give structure to stories, 

plays and poems. 

 RL.5. 1 Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and 

when drawing inferences from the text. 

 RL 5.10 By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, 

dramas, and poetry at the high end of the grades 4-5 complexity band independently and 

proficiently.  

Reading Standards for Informational Text 

 RI.5. 5 Compare and contrast the overall structure (chronology, comparison, cause/effect, 

problem/solution) of events, ideas, concepts, or information in two or more texts 

 RI 5.9 Integrate information from several texts on the same topic in order to write or 

speak about the subject knowledgeably. 

 RI 5.2 Determine two or more main ideas of a text and explain how they are supported by 

key details; summarize the text. 

 RI 5.7 Draw on information from multiple print or digital sources, demonstrating the 

ability to locate an answer to a question quickly or to solve a problem efficiently. 

 RI 5.3 Explain the relationships of interactions between two or more individuals, events, 

ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical text based on specific information 

in the text. 

 RI 5.4 Determine the meaning of general academic and domain specific words and 

phrases in a text relevant to a grade 5 topic or subject area. 



 RI 5.10 By the end of the year, read and comprehend informational text, including 

history/social studies, science, and technical texts at the high end of the grades 4-5 

complexity band independently and proficiently.  

 

Phonics and Word Recognition 

 RF 5.3 Know and apply grade level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words. 

 

Fluency 

 RF 5.4 Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension. 

 

Speaking and Listening 

 SL 5.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaboration discussions with divers partners on 

grade 5 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

 SL 5.2 Summarize a written text read aloud or information presented in diverse media 

and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally. 

 SL 5.3 Summarize the point a speaker makes and explain how each claim is supported by 

reasons and evidence. 

 SL 5.5 Include multimedia components and visual displays in presentation when 

appropriate to enhance the development of main ideas and theme. 

 SL 5.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, using formal English when 

appropriate to task. 

 

Language 

 L 5.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of Standard English grammar and usage 

when writing or speaking. 

 L 5.1b Form and use the perfect verb tenses. ( I had walked, I have walked, I will 

walk). 

 L 5.1c Use verb tense to convey various times, sequences, states, and conditions. 

 L 5.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of Standard English capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

 L 5.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple meaning words and 

phrases based on grade 5 reading and content, choosing flexibility from a range of 

strategies. 

 L 5.4a Use context as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 

 L 5.4b Use common, grade appropriate Greek and Latin affixes and roots as clues 

to the meaning of a word. 

 L 5.3 Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or 

listening. 

 L 5.3b Use the relationship between particular words (e.g. synonyms, antonyms, 

homographs) Compare and contrast the varieties of English (dialects, registers) 

used in stories, dramas, or poems. 

 L 5.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain 

specific words and phrases, including those that signal contrast, addition, and other 

logical relationships. 

 

 

 

 

 



Writing 

 W.5.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and 

information clearly. 

 W 5.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are 

appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

 W 5.5 With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing 

as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach 

 W 5.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, 

and research. 

 

 

Unit 4:  Point of View Unit 

Students will read literary and informational text. Students will explore characters’ and author’s 

point of view. Through discussion and notetaking, students will learn how authors craft 

connections between events and ideas and use that information to distinguish their own point of 

view from that of the author. Students will continue to strengthen foundational skills through 

review and application of multisyllable words.  In writing students will understand the 

components of narrative and editorial writing and apply that knowledge along with grammar and 

language usage in their own writing. 

During this unit your child will:  

Reading Standards for Literature 

 RL 5.5 Explain how chapters, scenes and stanzas fit together to give structure to stories, 

plays and poems. 

 RL 5.6 Describe how a narrator’s or speaker’s point of view influences how events are 

described. 

 RL 5.9 Compare and Contrast stories in the same genre( e.g. mysteries and adventure 

stories) on their approaches to similar themes and topics. 

 RL 5.2 Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text, including 

how characters in a story or drama respond; summarize the text. 

 RL 5.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 

figurative language such as metaphors and similes. 

 RL.5. 1 Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and 

when drawing inferences from the text. 

 RL 5.10 By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, 

dramas, and poetry at the high end of the grades 4-5 complexity band independently and 

proficiently. 

Reading Standards for Informational Text 

 RI 5.6 Analyze multiple accounts of the same event or topic, noting important similarities 

and differences in the point of view they represent. 

 RI 5.9 Integrate information from several texts on the same topic in order to write or 

speak about the subject knowledgeably.  

 RI.5. 5 Compare and contrast the overall structure (chronology, comparison, cause/effect, 

problem/solution) of events, ideas, concepts, or information in two or more texts. 

 RI 5.8 Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support particular points in a 

text, identifying which reasons and evidence support which point(s). 

 RI 5.2 Determine two or more main ideas of a text and explain how they are supported by 

key details; summarize the text. 



 RI 5.4 Determine the meaning of general academic and domain specific words and 

phrases in a text relevant to a grade 5 topic or subject area. 

 RI 5.10 By the end of the year, read and comprehend informational text, including 

history/social studies, science, and technical texts at the high end of the grades 4-5 

complexity band independently and proficiently.  

Phonics and Word Recognition 

 RF 5.3 Know and apply grade level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words 

 

Fluency 

 RF 5.4 Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension. 

 

Speaking and Listening 

 SL 5.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaboration discussions with divers partners on 

grade 5 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

 SL 5.2 Summarize a written text read aloud or information presented in diverse media 

and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally. 

 SL 5.3 Summarize the point a speaker makes and explain how each claim is supported by 

reasons and evidence 

 SL 5.5 Include multimedia components and visual displays in presentation when 

appropriate to enhance the development of main ideas and theme. 

 SL 5.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, using formal English when 

appropriate to task. 

 

Language 

 L 5.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of Standard English grammar and usage 

when writing or speaking. 

 L 5.1b Form and use the perfect verb tenses. ( I had walked, I have walked, I will 

walk). 

 L 5.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of Standard English capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

 L 5.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple meaning words and 

phrases based on grade 5 reading and content, choosing flexibility from a range of 

strategies 

 L 5.4a Use context as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 

 L 5.4b Use common, grade appropriate Greek and Latin affixes and roots as clues 

to the meaning of a word. 

 L 5.3 Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or 

listening. 

 L 5.3b Use the relationship between particular words (e.g. synonyms, antonyms, 

homographs) Compare and contrast the varieties of English (dialects, registers) 

used in stories, dramas, or poems. 

 L 5.5 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances 

in word meanings. 

 L 5.5a Interpret figurative language, similes and metaphors in context. 

 L 5.5b Recognize and explain the meaning of common idioms, adages, and 

proverbs. 

 L 5.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain 

specific words and phrases, including those that signal contrast, addition, and other 

logical relationships. 

 



Writing 

 W 5.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 

technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences. 

 W 5.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are 

appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

 W 5.5 With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing 

as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach 

 W 5.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, 

and research. 

 W 5.9a Apply grade 5 Reading Standards to literature (e.g. Compare and Contrast 

two or more characters, settings, or events in a story drama, drawing of specific 

details in the text; how characters interact 

 W 5.10 Draw evidence from literary. 

 

Unit 5:  Inference Unit 

Students will read literary and informational text.  Students will make inferences and site support 

from text, prior knowledge, and give specific quotes from the text that explain how the inference 

was drawn from the text.  Students will continue to strengthen foundational skills through review 

and application of multisyllable words.  In writing students will understand the components of 

narrative and letter writing and apply that knowledge along with grammar and language usage in 

their own writing. 

 

During this unit your child will:   

Reading Standards for Literature 

 RL.5. 1 Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and 

when drawing inferences from the text. 

 RL 5.3  Compare and contrast two or more characters, settings, or events in a story or 

drama; drawing on specific details in the text. 

 RL 5.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 

figurative language such as metaphors and similes. 

 RL 5.9 Compare and Contrast stories in the same genre( e.g. mysteries and adventure 

stories) on their approaches to similar themes and topics. 

 RL 5.2 Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text, including 

how characters in a story or drama respond; summarize the text. 

 RL 5.10 By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, 

dramas, and poetry at the high end of the grades 4-5 complexity band independently and 

proficiently.  

Reading Standards for Informational Text 

 RI 5.1 Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and 

when drawing inferences from the text. 

 RI 5.4 Determine the meaning of general academic and domain specific words and 

phrases in a text relevant to a grade 5 topic or subject area. 

 RI 5.3 Explain the relationships or interactions between two or more individuals, events, 

ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical text based on specific information 

in the text. 

 RI.5. 5 Compare and contrast the overall structure (chronology, comparison, cause/effect, 

problem/solution) of events, ideas, concepts, or information in two or more texts. 

 RI 5.7 Draw on information from multiple print or digital sources, demonstrating the 

ability to locate an answer to a question quickly or to solve a problem efficiently. 



 RI 5.9 Integrate information from several texts on the same topic in order to write or 

speak about the subject knowledgeably. 

 RI 5.10 By the end of the year, read and comprehend informational text, including 

history/social studies, science, and technical texts at the high end of the grades 4-5 

complexity band independently and proficiently.  

 

Phonics and Word Recognition 

 RF 5.3 Know and apply grade level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words. 

 

Fluency 

 RF 5.4 Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension. 

 

Speaking and Listening 

 SL 5.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaboration discussions with divers partners on 

grade 5 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

 SL 5.2 Summarize a written text read aloud or information presented in diverse media 

and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally. 

 SL 5.3 Summarize the point a speaker makes and explain how each claim is supported by 

reasons and evidence. 

 SL 5.4 Report on a topic or present an opinion, sequencing ideas, logically and using 

appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or themes; speak 

clearly at an understandable pace. 

 SL 5.5 Include multimedia components and visual displays in presentation when 

appropriate to enhance the development of main ideas and theme. 

 SL 5.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, using formal English when 

appropriate to task. 

 

Language 

 L 5.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of Standard English grammar and usage 

when writing or speaking. 

 L 5.1a Explain the function of conjunctions, prepositions, and interjections in 

general and their function in particular sentences. 

 L 5.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of Standard English capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

 L 5.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple meaning words and 

phrases based on grade 5 reading and content, choosing flexibility from a range of 

strategies. 

 L 5.4a Use context as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 

 L 5.4b Use common, grade appropriate Greek and Latin affixes and roots as clues 

to the meaning of a word. 

 L 5.3 Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or 

listening. 

 L 5.5 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances 

in word meanings. 

 L 5.5a Interpret figurative language, similes and metaphors in context. 

 L 5.5b Recognize and explain the meaning of common idioms, adages, and 

proverbs. 

 L 5.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain 

specific words and phrases, including those that signal contrast, addition, and other 

logical relationships. 



 

Writing 

 W.5.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and 

information clearly. 

 W 5.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are 

appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

 W 5.5 With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing 

as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach 

 W 5.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, 

and research. 

 

 

  

  

Unit 6:  Mystery Unit 

Students will read mysteries and informational text that is paired to support the mysteries. 

Students will discover that mystery text require the use of specific evidence from the text to infer 

or draw conclusions about the interactions between the characters and the other story elements. 

They will use paired informational text to gain background knowledge to help them make sound 

inferences about evidence. Students will continue to strengthen foundational skills through 

review and application of multisyllable words.  In writing students will understand the 

components of opinion writing and apply that knowledge along with grammar and language 

usage in their own writing. 

During this unit your child will:   

Reading Standards for Literature 

 RL.5. 1 Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and 

when drawing inferences from the text. 

 RL 5.2 Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text, including 

how characters in a story or drama respond; summarize the text. 

 RL 5.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 

figurative language such as metaphors and similes. 

 RL 5.5 Explain how chapters, scenes and stanzas fit together to give structure to stories, 

plays and poems. 

 RL 5.6 Describe how a narrator’s or speaker’s point of view influences how events are 

described. 

 RL 5.9 Compare and Contrast stories in the same genre( e.g. mysteries and adventure 

stories) on their approaches to similar themes and topics. 

 RL 5.10 By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, 

dramas, and poetry at the high end of the grades 4-5 complexity band independently and 

proficiently.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Reading Standards for Informational Text 

 RI 5.1 Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and 

when drawing inferences from the text. 

 RI 5.3 Explain the relationships of interactions between two or more individuals, events, 

ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical text based on specific information 

in the text. 

 RI 5.9 Integrate information from several texts on the same topic in order to write or 

speak about the subject knowledgeably.  

 RI 5.4 Determine the meaning of general academic and domain specific words and 

phrases in a text relevant to a grade 5 topic or subject area. 

 RI.5. 5 Compare and contrast the overall structure (chronology, comparison, cause/effect, 

problem/solution) of events, ideas, concepts, or information in two or more texts. 

 RI 5.10 By the end of the year, read and comprehend informational text, including 

history/social studies, science, and technical texts at the high end of the grades 4-5 

complexity band independently and proficiently.  

 

Phonics and Word Recognition 

 RF 5.3 Know and apply grade level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words. 

 

Fluency 

 RF 5.4 Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension. 

 

Speaking and Listening 

 SL 5.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaboration discussions with divers partners on 

grade 5 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

 SL 5.2 Summarize a written text read aloud or information presented in diverse media 

and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally. 

 SL 5.3 Summarize the point a speaker makes and explain how each claim is supported by 

reasons and evidence. 

 SL 5.5 Include multimedia components and visual displays in presentation when 

appropriate to enhance the development of main ideas and theme. 

 SL 5.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, using formal English when 

appropriate to task. 

 

Language 

 L 5.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of Standard English grammar and usage 

when writing or speaking. 

 L 5.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of Standard English capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

 L 5.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple meaning words and 

phrases based on grade 5 reading and content, choosing flexibility from a range of 

strategies. 

 L 5.4a Use context as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 

 L 5.3 Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or 

listening. 

 L 5.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain 

specific words and phrases, including those that signal contrast, addition, and other 

logical relationships. 

 

 



Writing 

 W.5.1 Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons 

and information. 

 W 5.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are 

appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

 W 5.5 With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing 

as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach. 

 W 5.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, 

and research. 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

Use both literary and informational Common Core State Standards previously taught, with a 

focus on RL.5.1, RL.5.2, RI.5.3, and RI.5.9, to learn about the elements of literary 

mysteries and interactions and relationships within historical mysteries.  



 


