
Revised:  May 27, 2021; June 28, 2018; March 26, 2015 

LAKE FOREST BOARD OF EDUCATION Last Review:  May 27, 2021 
 

Board Policy:  JLCG 

Page 1 of 1 

Next Review:  May 27, 2024 
 

                                                                                    

PEDICULOSIS POLICY 
 

The Lake Forest School District will follow the recommendations of the National 

Association of School Nurses (NASN) and the American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) to 

manage instances of pediculosis.  It is the position of both the NASN and the AAP that the 

management of lice should not affect the education process. 

 

Definition:  Pediculosis (head lice) are small parasitic insects that live on the scalp and 

neck hairs of their human hosts. Head lice are not a health hazard or a sign of uncleanliness 

and are not responsible for the spread of any disease. Lice move by crawling; they cannot 

hop or fly. Head lice can occur in schools, especially among younger children. A frequent 

symptom of head lice infestation is scratching of the scalp.  

 

The following steps will be taken if a student is found with head lice: 

1. The student will be referred to their parent/guardian for treatment. 

2. The nurse will notify the parent/guardian of the presence of live lice and will give 

instructions for prompt and proper treatment. 

3. The student may remain in the classroom. There is no research data that 

demonstrates that enforced exclusion policies are effective in reducing the 

transmission of lice.  

4. School staff will ensure that student confidentiality is maintained and should not in 

any way segregate or embarrass the student. 

5. Upon return to school after being treated, the school nurse will recheck the student’s 

head. 

 

Nursing judgment will prevail on a case by case basis. 

 

The school’s efforts regarding lice will be to educate students, parents, and school 

personnel with up to date information.  This may include, but is not limited to:   

• Sending home prevention information. 

• Posting prevention information on the District and individual school websites. 

• Providing information on specific treatment modalities and care instructions as 

needed. 


