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Dear Fellow Comets,

We made it!  For all of us, this has been a year like no other.  And while there have been many
challenges to overcome, I am proud of the DDSD community for the educational opportunities we
offered - albeit they may have looked differently. Here is a short list:

● Continued to meet the educational needs of students
● Face to face learning ALL year when many across the nation did not come back
● Establishing a Virtual Program for those needing this opportunity
● Offering sports, plays, and musical performances at the middle and high school levels
● Offering in person CLC programs for our youngest learners
● Offered amazing educational experiences for kids inside and outside the classroom
● End of the year celebrations

Without the pandemic, these would just be “normal” experiences for the students.  We accomplished
these by families, students, and staff keeping the faith in the District.  Faith that we were keeping the
students safe, maintaining social distancing, and ensuring other safety measures were followed.
Thank YOU for having faith in us.  Thank YOU for partnering with us.  Thank YOU for entrusting your
children to us.

The athletic facility improvements are well underway. The plan has not deviated from the original one
found here.  The project will be completed early October. Simultaneously, WalCoMet, the Walworth
County Sewer company will be installing a second larger force main on the west side of the PX/HS
lot.  For this continued partnership with them, they will be repaving the walkway between PX and
Turtle Creek Road.

Over the summer, I will keep you posted on the exciting things happening for the 2021-2022 school
year.  It is during this reflection time that we review all offerings and programs, analyze the student
performance data including attendance and behavioral, and focus on what other professional training
staff could use to engage your child into deeper learning. If you have any suggestions on ideas for
improvement, please contact me.

Comet Proud, District Calendar Events:
Jill Sorbie, EdD June 2nd - 4-6PM Vaccine Clinic at PX
District Administrator / Director of Instruction June 5th - 1pm HS Scholarship Event

June 6th - 1pm HS Graduation
June 8th - 6pm 8th Grade Recognition
June 9th - LAST DAY OF SCHOOL (half day)
June 14th - Summer Camps begin

https://www.ddschools.org/page/facilities-referendum


Delavan-Darien High School
DDHS was fully engaged in hands-on learning with

students throughout the year.  Most recently our Core
Chemistry students were testing the PH levels on typical
household items, putting their chemistry knowledge to use
in real life.

Our students in Probability & Statistics have been
busy on their summative projects by designing a study,

collecting data, and then analyzing that data to draw solid,
educationally reasoned conclusions.

The Biology students were busy dissecting squid,
working together to learn the
various parts and functions of
the body.

Students in our Adventure
Education programs had the opportunity to bike to Lake Comus, where

canoes awaited them for a
canoeing trip on the lake,
culminating student work in water
& bike safety and operations.

Our Landscape Design
students, in collaboration
with the DDHS FFA
Organization, planted
seeds and spikes in our
greenhouse, then sold

them to community members to help foster our relationship with
our local families.

Students in our music programs also recently competed in
the Wisconsin School Music Association (WSMA)
Virtual District Solo & Ensemble Festival.  Several of
the students performed so well that they have
qualified for the WSMA State Solo & Ensemble
Festival!

Finally, DDHS is proud to share that we’ve been
selected as one of America’s Best High Schools 2021
by the U.S. News & World Report!  Congratulations to
the DDHS
staff,

students, and community on this achievement!
Upcoming Dates:

June 2 & 3… Grade 12 Exams
June 7 & 8… Grades 9 - 11 Exams



Phoenix Middle School

Our 5th grade students recently participated in the
Wax Museum.  For this project students selected a
historical figure and gathered information about the
person. Students were required to conduct
research on their historical figure.  They created a
poster and wrote a speech that was rehearsed and
memorized to be able to perform for the audience.
For our event, students “came alive” when given
Starbucks (behavioral incentive) to tell their story.

This project
incorporated
reading, writing,
listening, and
speaking skills.
Students did an
incredible job.
We were so
excited to be
able to invite
family members
in to watch their
students tell their
story.

Students in our 7th and 8th grade will be inducted into the
National Junior Honor Society (NJHS) through a
ceremony on Wednesday, June 2nd.  We applaud the
efforts of our students who have earned this prestigious
nomination to join NJHS.  The five requirements for
membership of National Junior Honor Society include;
scholarship, leadership, community service, citizenship,
and character.

Lastly, we will be celebrating our current 8th
graders on Tuesday, June 8th for Eighth Grade
Recognition Night.  We want to wish our current
8th grade class well as they move on to
Delavan-Darien High School. May you make
good decisions, persevere through challenges
and remain Comet strong as you continue your
educational journey.



Darien Elementary

Students and staff at Darien Elementary have been busy wrapping up the last of the state and district testing
while continuing their learning.  The staff are finding ways to make learning fun and engaging during these last
few days of school.

In fourth grade ELA, we have been studying texts for our
Global Guardians unit and focusing on the question, "How
can we help to protect our environment?" We have read a
mixture of both informational and fictional stories. So far
students seem to have really enjoyed learning about sea
turtles and what humans can do to help conserve their
populations! In writing we have been studying opinion
essays. The students conducted research on the pros and
cons of zoos and are currently publishing their opinions in a
persuasive essay format. We will be holding a debate at
our next publishing party. They have been doing a
phenomenal job backing up their reasons by citing text evidence.
Fourth grade students studied rocks and fossils in Science class. They examined
fossils and determined what kind of environment the fossil came from based on its
attributes.

Students in third grade are working on the measurement unit.
We connected the measurement unit with the nutrition lessons
students have been working on with the University of
Wisconsin-Whitewater staff.  Students learned about the nutrition
facts in the products we consume every day, especially the
amount of sugar in food. We talked about how our bodies react
when we eat sugary foods and the dangers of overeating sugar.
Students then practiced reading the number of servings in
products and the amount of sugar in them. We used tools to
determine how much sugar is in every product. We want to try
our best to make healthier choices for our current and future health.

The students also worked on a Social Studies Project on
how a community's culture makes it unique. The students
investigated a chosen culture to later compare it with
another culture to learn the similarities and differences
between them and what connects communities and

cultures throughout the world.
Additionally, students are learning
about early settlers and their impact on Native Americans in social studies.
In Physical Education class the 3rd grade students are participating in the Shoe Kick
Long Distance Challenge. They had a ton of fun!



Turtle Creek Elementary

As the year comes to a close, we are wrapping up instructional groups and targeted interventions by
reviewing our data as grade level teams.  This is helping us to determine target focus areas for next
school year and begin to align scheduling and needs over the summer.  Throughout the last month,
students at various levels are actively engaged in learning and cultural events.

Mrs. Calhoun’s 4K class learned about cinco de mayo and
toured around the building in traditional Mexican clothing and
sang songs that are traditional of the Mexican holiday.

Our Early Childhood sessions have ended for the year and it is great to see the
growth of our students that attend with Ms. Klisch and Mrs. Ruiz.  Students
strive to learn through hands-on experiences and work on supporting
developing their visual perception skills along with many others. Thank you to
all our teachers that support the Early Childhood program and get our students
ready for 4K!

The 2nd grade students in Ms. Wellbank and Ms.
Rosa's class have been working hard on publishing
their imaginative writing pieces to showcase in the
hallway for students and staff to read as they pass
by.  It is great to see how the students are able to
organize their thinking and follow the writing
process to complete their final pieces.

This week the 5K students in the Dual Language program learned all about
ants. Students listened to stories about ants, drew pictures, wrote
sentences, researched about ants, and made observations outside. The
students loved to get outside when the weather was nice to apply their
learning!  We now have some ant experts!

Besides the items listed above, students are looking forward to other
learning opportunities involving scavenger hunts, an egg drop from a fire
truck, lunch on the lawn for 5K, 4K Outreach Picnic in the Park, Field Day
and many more!


