
      Superintendent’s Office 

June 2, 2021 
 
Dear students, staff, families and community,  

Mount Baker School District’s calendar for the 2021-22 school year is now available.  Instead 
of having half-day early release days for professional learning and planning randomly 
scattered throughout the year, next year’s calendar incorporates consistent 90-minute early 
releases weekly starting in October and ending at the end of May.  We are excited about 
this opportunity to work on improving student learning and belonging through providing 
multi-tiered systems of support and increasing the use of culturally responsive practices in 
our schools.  It is also in alignment with how other districts are providing professional 
learning for staff.  We are able to implement this important learning and collaborating time 
for staff and actually increase the instructional time for students next year by six hours.   We 
hope to be able to offer some activities during the early release time next year, but this is 
still in the planning stages.  You can view the calendar here. 

We are planning for five days of in-person school next year.  This is a clear expectation at all 
government levels.  Limited remote options will be shared soon.  Mount Baker Academy for 
grades K-8 will continue to be an option.  I know there are many questions about whether 
or not health and safety guidelines will change.  My best guess is that there will be changes 
throughout the summer based on COVID transmission rates and the percentage of 
vaccinations county and state-wide.  

Chromebooks (unless checked out for the summer on an individual basis for learning 
purposes) will be collected the last week of school.  Expect to hear from your child’s school 
regarding the logistics of this process.  

Foothills Satellite Food Bank starts June 7 at Harmony Elementary.  It can be accessed by 
anyone on Mondays from 4:00 to 5:00.  For more information please visit our website or 
click here.  Special thanks to Foothills and Bellingham Food Banks for their collaboration on 
bringing this wonderful resource to our community. 

I hope this beautiful weather lasts at least through graduation! 

Sincerely, 
 
Mary Sewright, Superintendent  
msewright@mtbaker.wednet.edu 
360-617-4600 
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