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Series:  Joshua 

Title:  “Remember”        Text:  Joshua 1:10-18 

Israel’s new earthly leader Joshua has been confirmed and encouraged by God.  The time has 
now come to take possession of the land promised to Israel.  As they prepare, the shadows of 
past failures are reminders for a new day.  Victories will be won to the extent that lessons have 
been learned and are now applied.  It is important they remember!  
 
I.  Victories will come as a result of FAITH, 1:10-11; Numbers 13-14. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
II.  Victories will come as a result of UNITY, 1:12-15; Numbers 16;  32. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
III.  Victories will come as a result of OBEDIENCE, 1:16-18; Numbers 14:39-45. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
History can (should) be a great teacher.  But it can also mock those who through unbelief, rebellion, and 
disobedience choose to repeat past mistakes.  Strength and courage are found in following God fully as 
he leads into a promised inheritance.  

 
 

Parents, tell a story from your past that resulted in lessons learned about 
walking in faith, unity, and/or obedience.  The lessons may be due to either a 
success or a failure, but help your kids see that the past can really help us walk 
successfully as we apply lessons that come through experience.  Invite them to 

share their own stories, and project with them some possible future applications as they face 
coming challenges in life. 



 

FOR FURTHER THOUGHT, STUDY AND DISCUSSION 

1.  Review Numbers 13-14. 

 --What two different messages did the spies present to the people, 13:30-31? 

 --What things were true in each of the messages?  (Consider 14:41-43). 

 --What did the Israelites choose to do (14:1-4) rather than enter the land as directed? 

 --What were the long and short term results of their decision, 14:26-38? 

 --Make a short list of lessons that could have been learned through this experience of 

the people…lessons we might not have to learn through making similar mistakes! 

 

2.  The importance of the nation’s unity, including the tribes who would settle East of the 

Jordan, is evident in Numbers 32:6-9.  Shared identity as Israel meant that the actions of some 

would ultimately impact all, for good or for evil—as had been experienced at Kadesh-Barnea.  

The very idea of “communion” is our shared identity as those who have common life in Christ (1 

John 1:1-4, “fellowship”).   

 --Read Jesus’ prayer for his followers (present and future) in John 17.  What would be 

the value of unity as those identified as “his own”? 

 --As you read through his prayer, what things does Jesus ask of the Father that help 

clarify the foundation and basis for the unity of believers (such as 17:11; 15; 17)? 

 --What are some of the challenges the contemporary church faces in seeking to 

maintain and manifest unity to a watching world? 

 --Ephesians 4 urges us to “make every effort” (ESV translates be “eager”) to maintain 

unity of the Spirit.  Identify some of the key principles from Eph 4 related to maintaining unity. 

 

3.  John 3:36 makes a strong link between “believing the Son” and “obeying the Son”.  Yet a 

long-standing uncertainty remains in the minds of many over the connection between faith and 

obedience. 

 --How does Psalm 106:24 interpret Israel’s lack of obedience to enter the land? 

 --From a historical perspective, thinking about Numbers 13-14, or Joshua 1:10-18, how 

would you explain the connection between faith and obedience? 

 --How does this perspective help clarify James 2:14-26 regarding faith and works? 

 --If you were Joshua, how confident would you have been in the reply of the tribes in 

Joshua 1:17?  Note Joshua 22:1-6, that they actually followed through on their intention to 

obey!  What is the evidence that faith expressing an intention to obey is truly genuine (consider 

this example, but also 1 John 1:5-10)?   

 

NEXT WEEK:  – “Truly the LORD” 
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