
 

Le Sueur-Henderson Public School 2020-2021 
Reading Well Literacy Plan 

 
 

1. State of Goals or Objectives defining how reading proficiency will be for ALL students at 
each grade level Kindergarten through Grade 3: 

● By the year 2021, 55% of 3rd graders will meet grade-level proficiency in reading 
standards on the Minnesota Comprehensive Assessments. 

○ In 2019, 40% of third graders were proficient. 
○ Due to Covid 19, the Minnesota Comprehensive Assessments were not 

administered in the 2019-2020 school year. 
● During the 2020-2021 school year, Park Elementary School will begin using the NWEA 

Fluency Assessment to universally screen, diagnosis and progress monitor our students. 
The 2019-2020 school year concluded Park Elementary School usage of the Fountas 
and Pinnell Assessments. 

○ By the spring of the 2020-2021 school year, 60% of all Kindergarten through third 
grade students will be proficient in reading as measured by the NWEA Fluency 
Assessment. 

● By the year 2021, 55% of all students in first  through third grade will meet their 
respective grade-level benchmarks on the NWEA MAPS Winter Assessment. 

○ During the 2019-2020 school year, 47.56% of all first through third grade 
students met their grade-level benchmarks. 

■ 31.48% of all first grade students met their respective grade level 
benchmarks. 

■ 56.66% of all second grade students met their respective grade level 
benchmarks. 

■ 53.44% of all third grade students met their respective grade level 
benchmarks. 

● The school district’s core literacy program will form the basis of literacy instruction for all 
students and will include the following essential elements: 

○ Phonemic Awareness 
○ Phonics 
○ Fluency 
○ Vocabulary 
○ Comprehension 

● The following assessments will be used to determine if students are making adequate 
growth to achieve grade level proficiency in reading: 

○ Curriculum-based classroom assessments 
○ Teacher-created common formative assessments based on Essential Standards 

and Skills 
○ NWEA Measures of Academic Progress (MAP) 
○ NWEA Fluency 
○ Minnesota Comprehensive Assessments 

● A tiered system of interventions will be used to ensure student proficiency and growth in 
the area of literacy.  The tiered system will include the following components: 

○ Tier 1 - Large group interventions within the regular classroom. 
○ Tier 2 - Interventions for selected groups of students: Tier 2 interventions may 

include, but are not limited to Title 1 and CEIS services. 



 

○ Tier 3 - Intensive interventions for individual students that may include special 
education services, and classroom teacher interventions during designated 
intervention/extension periods (aka: WIN) of the school day. 

 
2. Statements(s) of process to assess students’ level of reading proficiency including 

assessments used, when administered, how proficiency is determined, and when and how 
results are communicated with parents of students in Kindergarten through Grade 3: 

 
Literacy Assessments 

 

Assessment Name Purpose When 
Administered 

Data Provided Parent 
Communication 

Preschool 
Screening 

Identify cognitive, 
social, and 
emotional needs 
of preschool aged 
children. 
 
ECSE 
identification and 
referral to 
necessary 
agencies 

Four times a year 
 
Children ages 3 - 
5 of families with 
the LSH school 
district 

Motor Skills 
Concepts 
Language 
Vision 
Hearing 

The members of the 
preschool screening 
team review results 
with families 
immediately following 
the assessments. 

NWEA Fluency Identifies the 
student’s current 
performance level 
on phonemic 
awareness, 
phonics, fluency, 
vocabulary, and 
comprehension . 

Universal 
Screening- three 
times a year. 
 
Diagnostic - to all 
students identified 
from the universal 
screener 
 
Progress 
Monitoring - 
biweekly for all 
students who 
identified needing 
interventions 

Student 
instructional and 
independent 
levels in phonemic 
awareness, 
phonics, fluency 
and 
comprehension. 

Assessment results 
are shared at parent 
teacher conferences. 
 
If a child is selected 
for progress 
monitoring, families 
will be contacted by 
the classroom 
teacher and/or Title 
One teacher. 

NWEA MAP Identifies 
phonological 
awareness, 
concepts of print, 
comprehension, 
phonics,vocabular
y and word 
structure, writing. 

Kindergarten - 
Winter, Spring 
 
First and Second 
Grade - Fall, 
Winter, Spring 
 
Third Grade - Fall, 
Winter 

Student’s 
progress towards 
academic 
standards and 
comparisons to 
aged norm 
groups. 

Assessment results 
are shared at parent 
teacher conferences 
and mailed home. 

ACCESS Identifies current Winter Results identify Results are shared at 



 

level of 
comprehension, 
literacy, oral, 
listening, 
speaking, reading 
and writing of 
students learning 
English as a 
Second 
Language. 

student’s progress 
towards achieving 
success and 
acquiring skills to 
learn. 

conferences and 
mailed home. 

MCA - Reading Assess 
proficiency in 
grade level 
standards in the 
areas of: 
comprehension, 
vocabulary, and 
literature. 

Spring 
Grades 3 - 8 

Student’s 
progress toward 
achieving 
proficiency on 
reading state 
standards. 

Results are mailed 
home the following 
fall. 

Common Formative 
and Summative 
Assessments based 
off of the Essential 
Minnesota 
Standards and 
Skills 

Assess mastery of 
curriculum based 
skills in the areas 
of phonemic 
awareness, 
phonics, reading 
fluency, 
vocabulary and 
comprehension 

Daily, weekly, 
monthly 

Measures 
progress of 
identified essential 
learner outcomes, 
aligned with the 
state standards. 

Classroom 
assessments are 
sent home daily, 
used to mark 
progress on report 
cards. 

 
3. Specific information on how elementary schools within the district will notify and involve 

parents accelerating literacy development for their children in each grade Kindergarten 
through Grade 3: 

The Le Sueur- Henderson Public Schools: 
● Share the NWEA MAPS assessment results at parent-teacher conferences. 
● The district’s World’s Best Workforce report will include MCA results.  The report will be available 

on the district website. 
● Individual progress reports from NWEA MAPs and Fluency will be given to parents at the Winter 

conferences, and mailed home in the summer of 2021. 
● The district will provide the families opportunities to support literacy practices by offering 

subscriptions and links to literacy websites and Title 1 Family Literacy Nights. Families will also 
be encouraged to participate in the Literacy in Our Communities program. 

● Monthly newsletters are provided to parents to share strategies and topics focused on during the 
school day.  Newsletters are emailed to every family, available online and mailed home. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

4. Explain for a public audience what interventions and instructional supports will be 
available for students not reading at or above grade level in grades Kindergarten through 
Grade 3 and how these interventions will be based on learner data, including how services 
will be provided, and how parents will be informed on student progress. 

Core Instruction: Le Sueur-Henderson Public Schools has worked to align the English Language Arts 
Standards with all grade levels and content areas as directed by state law. This alignment provides 
standards of achievement that guide all instructional activities. Our core instruction strives to implement a 
balanced literacy approach that includes reading, writing, listening and speaking. Since the standards 
drive instruction, students are regularly monitored to ensure satisfactory progress.  
 
Students struggling to make progress are provided support with a Multi-Tiered System of Support (MTSS) 
through observations and referrals by grade-level teams for research-based interventions. The 
grade-level teams continue to monitor students until satisfactory achievement is maintained or more 
intensive referrals are needed. The Multi-Tiered System of Support includes differentiated core literacy 
instruction and interventions implemented by qualified staff. Le Sueur-Henderson Reading Specialists, in 
partnership with building administrators, will continue to provide support to classroom teachers in 
implementing research-based interventions for core literacy instruction. 
 
The grade-level teams participate in weekly PLC meetings throughout the school year. The teams review 
multiple data and identify students indicating areas of concern. These students are then recommended for 
interventions in addition to core literacy instruction. Le Sueur-Henderson Public Schools uses the Leveled 
Literacy Intervention and locally created interventions based on the Essential Minnesota Standards and 
Skills which are linked to our core literacy instruction and Minnesota’s ELA Standards. The Multi-Tiered 
System of Support includes additional strategic and intensive interventions implemented by licensed 
specialists daily. The Building-level Reading Specialist, in partnership with the building-level administrator, 
are active in promoting the use of the interventions appropriate for each student based upon assessment 
data. As grade-level teams determine interventions, the Reading Specialist and building administrator will 
work with classroom teachers to apply the defined interventions as well as gauging the effectiveness 
through progress monitoring. 
 
 
Use of Data to Match Student Need to Intervention Program 
Grade-level and student support teams use multiple data points from diagnostic assessments (see above 
assessment chart) to select from a menu of research-based interventions illustrated on the district 
Literacy Toolbox. The interventions are selected from a continuum of needs to address phonemic 
awareness, phonics, fluency, vocabulary and reading comprehension. 
 

Intervention and 
Supports 

Who How Often Specific Purpose 

Leveled Literacy 
Intervention 

Licensed Teacher/ Title 
One Paraprofessional 

Daily Fluency, Phonemic Awareness, 
Phonics, Vocabulary, Reading 
Comprehension, Writing 

NWEA Fluency 
Progress Monitoring 

Licensed Teacher/Title 
One Paraprofessional 

Bi weekly *Fluency, Phonemic Awareness, 
Phonics, Vocabulary, Reading 
Comprehension 
*Progress Monitoring will focus on 
the specific skills(s) identified 
through the diagnostic process. 

Essential Standards 
and Skills based on 
the MN Standards 

Licensed Teacher/Title 
One Paraprofessional 

Daily Fluency, Phonemic Awareness, 
Phonics, Vocabulary, Reading 
Comprehension, Writing 

 
 



 

5. Describe how elementary teachers will participate in, and benefit from, professional 
development on scientifically-based reading instruction: 

Le Sueur-Henderson Public School has implemented Professional Learning Communities that collaborate 
on instruction. The district continues to explore support to help every student, regardless of emotional or 
academic needs, meet defined literacy benchmarks.  The district English Language Learners teachers 
participate in Professional Learning Communities. Building EL teachers, in partnerships with building 
administrators, confer with classroom teachers to guide those teachers in facilitating language acquisition 
and development for all students.  The EL teachers support classroom teachers in implementing best 
practices.  Additionally, through our PLCs, teachers have developed essential standards and common 
formative assessments to address needs with scientifically-based reading instruction practices.  
 

6. Specifically describe how comprehensive scientifically based reading instruction 
consistent with section 122A.06, subdivision 4 will be consistently implemented 
throughout elementary grades: 

● When adopting a new reading curriculum, educators focus on the five components of literacy: 
phonemic awareness, phonics, fluency, vocabulary and comprehension. 

● Adopted curriculum will be a scientifically based program. 
● Early outs provide staff with time for collaboration, professional development and curriculum 

alignment. 
● Inservice days agendas focus specifically on best practices in teaching and learning. 

 
7. Dyslexia/Convergence Insufficiency Disorder 

Le Sueur-Henderson Public Schools using NWEA, NWEA Fluency and curriculum based assessments to 
screen all students.  Teachers may come to the Student Assistance Team to discuss and develop 
strategies to support students not progressing adequately. . 
 
In the 2019-2020  school year, twelve (12) students were screened for dyslexia.  Two of our teachers 
received Dyslexia Screening training and used The Dyslexia Screener for First-Graders by Griffin and 
Walton and the Dyslexia Screener (TDS) by Griffin, Walton and Christenson for our second and third 
graders. 
  
All results and concerns are shared with parents/guardians and encourage families to seek medical 
diagnosis 
 

8. Explain how training and support will be provided so teachers can effectively recognize 
students’ diverse needs in cross-cultural settings and serve oral language and linguistic 
needs of EL students: 

Currently, teachers use explicit language for instruction, scaffolding strategies to communicate content 
area, connections to prior knowledge, and collaboration among students to offer our EL students content 
instruction while adapting the lesson delivery to suit their English proficiency level. All staff are expected 
to post content and language objectives in their classrooms. The district EL teachers participate in a 
Professional Learning Community. Building EL teachers, in partnership with building administrators, 
confer with classroom teachers to guide those teachers in facilitating language acquisition and 
development for all students. The EL teachers support classroom teachers in implementing best practice. 
 
 
 
 



 

9. Post assessment methods and data that is submitted to the Commissioner annually 
including objectives of assessment program, name of tests, grade level of administration 
as part of the local literacy plan on the district web page for all students in Kindergarten 
through Grade 3. 

 
● The information listed above will be included in the Le Sueur-Henderson World’s Workforce 

Report and will be included on the school district’s website. 
 
 
 

 


