
 

 

Executive Summary 

Second language learning is critical to success in the global economy of the 21st century. The prevalence 
of Spanish language use is growing in the United States, particularly in California. Spanish is highly 
represented in our San Juan community. The San Juan Dual Language Immersion program is an integral 
element of our instructional program. The Dual Immersion instructional track is popular and growing.  

The Dual Immersion program goals of high academic achievement, first and second language 
proficiency, and cross-cultural competence provides a rich learning environment for our students. Our 
program also reflects the academic benefit of biliteracy to all students, through the superior academic 
achievement of our DI students on standardized assessments of English and math at most grade levels. 
This is aligned with a large body of research findings that support the superior achievement of dual 
immersion students in standardized assessments.  

San Juan School Dual Immersion classes build upon the cultural and linguistic assets of our students. We 
offer balanced proportions of language learners and quality instruction through highly qualified and fully 
credentialed teachers. Our rigorous Pathway to Biliteracy awards at the elementary and middle school 
levels provide challenging and meaningful recognition for our students. Our biliteracy efforts are guided 
by a highly qualified biliteracy team. 

 
Language Learning 

Language learning is an essential element of 21st century communications and the global economy. 
Second language learning prepares students for high priority roles in the global marketplace, worldwide 
communications, and career opportunities in a diverse and multilingual world.  

 

Spanish 

Spanish is the official language of 21 countries. The Spanish language is spoken by over 400 million 
people worldwide and is used extensively in global communications.  
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Spanish is widely spoken in the United States, with the population of Spanish speakers growing  
exponentially in the last 40 years. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spanish in California Schools 

California is a linguistically diverse state. Approximately 29% of Californians speak Spanish as their home 
language (Source: US Census 2017(Table S1601). California serves 43% of students in public schools who 
speak a home language other than English. California’s K-12 schools teach 1.15 million English learners, 
mostly in the elementary grades.  While more than 60 Languages other than English are spoken by 
California schoolchildren, the overwhelming majority of English Learning (EL) students in California, 85%, 
speak Spanish as a home language.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Home Languages of English Learning students in California 
Sources: Ethnologue, Languages of the World, 2018; Internet World Stats, 2019; thisistherealspain.com 

https://factfinder.census.gov/bkmk/table/1.0/en/ACS/17_5YR/S1601/0400000US48


World languages are critical in global communications and the global economy and are highly 
represented in our local community. The demand for and popularity of Spanish language learning is seen 
throughout the Aromas San Juan District. The Anzar High School Advanced Placement (AP) program has 
increased enrollment by 30% in the last year.  Our Dual Immersion TK/Kindergarten enrollment has 
exceeded the enrollment of the English Kindergarten by 2/3 in two of the last three years. Our San Juan 
Dual Immersion program allows our school and district to respond effectively and appropriately to the 
needs and strengths of our English Learners (EL Roadmap Principle Three). 

 

The San Juan School Dual Language Immersion Program provides second language instruction in Spanish 
and English to our students whose families choose to enroll in this enriched language program. The 
selection of Spanish as the complement to English recognizes the global, national, and state desire for 
Spanish language instruction, and is based on our school and local community demographics. In San 
Benito County, 61% of residents are of Hispanic heritage (US Census, 2019), and 36% of the local 
population speaks Spanish. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: World Population review, https://worldpopulationreview.com/us-counties/ca/san-benito-county-population 

 

California Language Instruction Law 

In 1974, the Lau v. Nichols case ended in a unanimous decision in favor of the local school district’s 
responsibility to provide bilingual instruction to help non-native English-speaking students improve their 
English language competency. The case eased the transition into education for students whose first 
language was not English, based on Title VI of the Civil Rights Act.  



 

The case of Castañeda vs. Pickard (1981) provided for additional rights for English Learners, and 
additional responsibilities for school districts to meet established criteria in providing effective language 
instruction for limited English proficient students and to provide meaningful and effective instruction for 
English Learners, based on the Equal Education Opportunities Act of 1974. 
 

Proposition 58 

California’s Global Economy Initiative, enacted in 2018 after passage of Proposition 58, requires 
California public schools to implement multilingual instruction when the parents of 30 or more students 
in the school request multilingual learning programs. Impacts of Proposition 58 locally have been 
minimal, as the San Juan Dual Immersion Program predates the passage of the Global Economy 
Initiative. 

 

Language Learning Research 

Research evidence consistently demonstrates the advantage to all students of bilingual education. 
Research studies consistently support the efficacy of bilingual education as a superior education method 
for English Learners, as they develop the critically needed linguistic foundation in their home language 
while gradually progressing in literacy in their target language, English: 

 Bilingual education approaches are superior to all-English approaches for ELL students. 
(Rolstad, Mahoney and Glass, 2005; Slavin & Cheung, 2003) 

Dual Immersion students are supported in understanding concepts in all content areas at all grade levels 
as they increase their proficiency in English. This supports the achievement of English Learning students 
in assessments in English: 

 Bilingual education is superior to English-only approaches in increasing measures of students’ 
academic achievement in English and in the native language (Greene, 1998;  
Willig, 1985).  

 The advantage to dual immersion students on their academic achievement is also supported by 
research evidence: 

 Research supports that dual immersion students perform as well or better on tests of English 
than students who have been instructed in English only (Lindholm-Leary, 2001).  

 

Dual Immersion 

The San Juan School Dual Language Immersion Program provides heritage language support and second 
language instruction in Spanish and English to our students whose families choose to enroll in this 
enriched two-way language immersion program. The selection of Spanish as the complement to English 
recognizes the global and state desire for Spanish language instruction and is based on our school and 



local community demographics. Our program values and builds upon the cultural and linguistic assets 
students bring to their education in safe and affirming school climates, aligned with Principle One in the 
California State Board of Education Roadmap for English Learners (State Board of Education, EL 
Roadmap, 2017). The Dual Immersion program at San Juan is responsive to individual English learner 
(EL) strengths, needs, assets, and identities and supports the socio-emotional health and development 
of English learners (SBE EL Roadmap Principle One).  

The San Juan Dual Immersion program is aligned with principles of the California Education Code, the  
California Department of Education, the State Board of Education English Learner Roadmap, District 
LCAP priorities, and community cultural and language demographics. 

School Dual Immersion programs are defined by California Education Code: 

Dual-Language Immersion Program: A classroom setting that provides language learning and 
academic instruction for native speakers of English and native speakers of another language, 
with the goals of high academic achievement, first and second language proficiency, and cross-
cultural understanding [Education Code (EC) Section 306(c)(1)]. 

Our San Juan School Dual Immersion program supports students to successful language acquisition as 
well as academic success. San Juan School standardized assessment achievement results are aligned 
with national research conclusions that, “bilingual programs are effective at increasing standardized test 
scores measured in English” (Greene, 1998). Our Dual Immersion program allows our educators to build 
upon and leverage the cultural and linguistic assets students bring to their education (CDE EL Roadmap 
Principle One). English learners with advanced levels of competence in the home language demonstrate 
superior achievement in English literacy compared with English learners who lack or have lower levels of 
competence in these home language abilities (Lindholm-Leary & Genesee, 2010). 

 

Demographics 

It is desirable to achieve a balance of students who enter our program with Spanish home language and 
students who enter with English home language. Although we are a small school, we have maintained 
an appropriate balance of language learners, with aggregate proportions of 31% English, 63% Spanish 
and 6% Bilingual. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Teacher Grade # English Home 
Language 

#Spanish Home 
Language 

#Bilingual Total 

Vallejo TK/K 3 13  16 
Fuentes 1 8 3 6 17 
Hoel 2 6 16  22 
Weldon 3/4 8 16  24 
Ferreira 4/5 6 16  22 
Total  31 64 6 101 



Students enrolling in the Dual Language Immersion (DI) program at San Juan School will experience an 
immersive language learning environment. English language dominant students will be immersed in 
their target language, while Spanish language dominant students experience the language acquisition 
process at an increasingly accelerated rate. This supports all students through comprehensible input for 
successful second language acquisition as outlined in Krashen’s seminal language acquisition research 
(Krashen, 1988), and in achieving developmentally appropriate Spanish-English biliteracy by grade 5. 

 

Quality of Instruction 

Teaching in Spanish and English allows all students meaningful access to the content and maintains 
academically rich instruction while language acquisition and proficiency are developing (CA EL Roadmap 
Principle Two). Teachers at San Juan are highly qualified and deeply experienced professional educators. 
As such, they are empowered to use their professional discernment to select and apply instructional 
strategies to meet the needs of their students.  All San Juan Dual Language Immersion teachers are 
highly qualified as professional educators per federal legislation (No Child Left Behind, [NCLB], 2002) and 
additionally have earned the California Bilingual teaching credential for delivering classroom instruction 
in Spanish and English. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The San Juan Dual Immersion faculty meets with all staff regularly and meets separately each trimester 
to continually refine our goals and align and articulate our instruction, review assessment data, as well 
as to review current trends and information and share best practices. 

 

Instructional Structure 

Our Dual language Immersion instruction is offered in Transitional Kindergarten through fifth grade and 
our language of instruction proportions are structured to align with the 90/10 instructional model 
recommended by the California Association of Bilingual Educators (CABE), the largest professional group 
of bilingual educators in the state. The 90/10 model has been shown to create higher levels of 
bilingualism (CDE Multilingual FAQ, nd). 
 

Language majority students have an immersion experience in the target language, while language 
minority students receive native language instruction with a gradual introduction to English instruction. 
All dual immersion students learn through increased opportunities for oral language production with 

 
Teacher 

 
Credential earned 

Supplemental 
Bilingual credential 

earned 
Ms. Vallejo Multiple Subject Elementary BCLAD 
Ms. Fuentes Multiple Subject Elementary BCLAD 
Ms. Hoel Multiple Subject Elementary BCLAD 
Mr. Weldon Multiple Subject Elementary BCLAD 
Ms. Ferreira Multiple Subject Elementary BCLAD 



peers, a highly effective language acquisition strategy, and develop cultural understanding and respect 
through interactions with peers. 

 

   Grade % Spanish % English 
TK/Kindergarten 90% 10% 

1st 90% 10% 
2nd 80% 20% 
3rd 70% 30% 
4th 60% 40% 
5th 50% 50% 

 

Language Allocation 

From TK/Kindergarten through first grade, nearly all academic content is taught in Spanish, with a small 
proportion of time devoted to English Language Development (ELD). By second and third grade, more 
content is taught in English, transitioning to science and ELD in English. In grades 4 and 5, as Spanish and 
English instructional time approaches equality, Spanish and English Language Arts are both taught, and 
literacy instruction, including the domains of reading, writing, listening, and speaking/oral presentations, 
accounts for approximately half the instructional day. This is balanced with science and math instruction 
in English, history texts in Spanish, and content and academic language review in both languages. This 
structure allows all content to be taught in each language over the six-year dual immersion program.   

 

Parent Participation 

Parents of San Juan Dual Immersion students are integral to the support of the program. Our 
Kindergarten open enrollment period, conducted between March and May, includes opportunities for 
prospective Dual Immersion parents to observe bilingual classroom instruction. Upon selecting the dual 
immersion program, parents are encouraged to commit to the full duration of the program, TK – 5, to 
achieve the best results.  

Dual Immersion parents have formed their own parent group, the San Juan Dual Language Immersion 
Parents (DLIP), that supports our dual immersion students and teachers, and creates opportunities for 
enrichment and recognition, including the Elementary Pathway to Biliteracy Family celebration and the 
Dual Immersion Movie Night fundraisers. 

Dual immersion parents, in addition to the DLIP meetings and events, participate in annual stakeholders 
meetings for Dual Immersion parents. These stakeholders meetings provide updates to families and 
community members on the status of the Dual Immersion program at San Juan School. San Juan 
educators value and build strong family, community, and school partnerships, as recommended in 
Principle One of the California State Board of Education English Learner Roadmap (SBE, 2017). The most 
recent Dual Immersion Family and Community Information meeting was held on March 12, 2021.     
 
 



Elementary Instruction 

Elementary Dual Immersion teachers in grades TK – 5 use the same curricular resources as their English 
instruction peer teachers at each grade level through targeted classroom language instruction and 
parallel Spanish language texts. All curricula at San Juan School is approved by the California Department 
of Education and adopted by the Aromas San Juan District School Board Trustees. 

*Spanish language textbook 

 

Middle School Instruction 

Our Middle School elective course content is structured around six key learning themes, noted below. 
The themes are aligned to the 12th grade AP Spanish Language and Culture course that students will 
need to pass in order to achieve the culminating California State Seal of Biliteracy in 12th grade. 

  Las familias y las comunidades   La vida con contemporánea 

La ciencia y la tecnología    Los desafíos mundiales  
La belleza y la estética     Las identidades personales y públicas 

At the middle school level, students will be expected to read and discuss topical articles,  create 
presentations, debate thematic topics, compare and contrast anchor texts, compose business 
communications, engage in academic conversation, and write an argumentative essay. The course 
content and structure will prepare students for high school Spanish classes, and ultimately, the 
California State Seal of Biliteracy, awarded to graduating 12 grade bilingual students who have met the 
requirements enumerated in California Education Code §51461. This continuity of content and theme 
across grade levels allows our English learners to experience a coherent, articulated, and aligned set of 
practices and pathways across grade levels and educational segments, from the strong foundational 
skills in TK and Kindergarten, through linguistically and academically demanding elementary and middle 
grades, to the high school Seal of Biliteracy and readiness for college and career. (EL Roadmap Principle 
Four). 

 

 

Adopted Curricula at San Juan School 
Content Publisher Title Year Grade 
English Language Benchmark Advance 2015 TK - 5 
Spanish Language Benchmark Adelante* 2015 TK – 5 
Math Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Expressions 2014 TK – 3 
Math Pearson Savvas EnVision 2019 4 – 5 
Science Macmillan/McGraw-Hill Science 2008 TK – 5 
Science Macmillan/McGraw Hill Ciencias* 2008 TK - 6 
Social Science Houghton Mifflin Social Science 2007 TK – 3 
Social Science Harcourt Brace Reflections 2007 4-5 
Social Science Houghton Mifflin Historia y Ciencias Sociales* 2007 TK - 5 

https://law.justia.com/citations.html


Professional Development 

All Dual Immersion Teachers are offered paid attendance at the major state and national annual 
conventions, including California Association of Bilingual Educators (CABE) and the Association of Two-
Way Dual Language Education (ATDLE). In addition, all Dual Immersion educators at San Juan are invited 
to attend all professional development offerings throughout the District and County, including Guided 
Language Acquisition and Development (GLAD) training for ELD and technology training through the San 
Benito County Office of Education.       

Dual Immersion teachers, like all teachers at San Juan, are offered Individualized Professional 
Development (IPD), an initiative that allows each teacher to select the training they consider to be the 
most meaningful, to be paid for by the District. This individually selected professional development 
builds capacity in our teachers and staff to leverage the strengths and meet the needs of English 
learners (EL Roadmap Principle Three). In the past, we have hosted respected dual immersion education 
leaders from ATDLE at San Juan to provide training for our Dual Immersion teachers. 

 

Bilingual Teacher Recruitment 

Highly qualified teachers in a California Dual Immersion elementary level classroom are required to hold 
a California elementary multiple subject credential and must also qualify for teaching in Spanish by 
earning a bilingual authorization, the Bilingual, Cross-Cultural, Language and Academic Development 
(BCLAD) credential.  

Aromas San Juan District has an aggressive program to recruit bilingual Spanish/English qualified 
teachers through job fairs, career expos, education recruitment websites, and local universities, 
including UC Santa Cruz and San Jose State university. 

 

Student Recruitment 

Enrollment flyers and Dual Immersion informational booklets are available at San Juan School and on 
our website. They are attached to every enrollment packet, and distributed to Aromas, Mi Escuelita, and 
Open Enrollment is advertised in Mission Village Voice. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 



Additionally, San Juan School has made effective efforts to raise our profile through student recognition 
in the community. In 2021, San Juan students submitted 83 entries to the San Benito County STEAM 
Expo and won 12 awards, eight of them First Place Awards. This was more than any other school in San 
Benito County. San Juan students also submitted 34 entries to the 2021 San Benito County Arts 
Showcase.  Our San Juan Dual Immersion Folklorico dancers have won Best Children’s entry in the San 
Juan Bautista Holiday of Lights Parade for the last four years. In 2020, one of our Dual Immersion 
students won the county-wide Patriots Pen essay award through the Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW). 
San Juan students were finalists in the County-wide Spelling Bee for the last four years, and San Juan 
students have won awards in the County wide Science Fair/STEAM Expo for the past three years. We 
have won individual and whole school awards for books read on Footsteps 2 Brilliance, the County-
sponsored literacy program, in every competition over the last four years. Teachers also promote 
student entries in both the San Benito and Santa Cruz County Fairs.  

 

Reclassification for English Fluency 

All California public school students who are designated as English Learners by their parents are 
required to take the standardized state English proficiency assessment annually until they demonstrate 
English language proficiency, at which time they are Reclassified as Fluent English Proficient (RFEP).  

The role of dual immersion programs in developing English language proficiency is not yet well 
documented. One research study demonstrated that Latino English Learner students in dual immersion 
language schools reclassify with stronger results but may require a longer timeline to reach 
reclassification: “We find that Latino EL students enrolled in two-language programs are reclassified at a 
slower pace in elementary school but have higher overall reclassification, English proficiency, and 
academic threshold passage by the end of high school” (Umansky and Reardon, 2014). 

San Juan School reclassification data is forthcoming for 2021 as we have recently completed our school-
wide English Language Proficiency Assessment for California (ELPAC) testing and await the results from 
the CDE. Prior years’ data has been inconsistent as a result of the transition from the earlier California 
English Language Development Test (CELDT) to the new ELPAC exam and the statewide cancellation of 
ELPAC testing during the pandemic. We expect to update our reclassification data significantly in the 
coming months. We will develop a list of new reclassification candidates resulting from 2021 ELPAC 
assessment results, which we hope to receive before the end of the current academic year.  
 

Student Achievement 

San Juan School experiences the continued advantage of biliteracy on student achievement throughout 
San Juan school grade levels. Our 2021 middle school class rankings reveal the academic excellence of 
our Dual Immersion program students. 

 2021 class rankings show that the 11 highest achieving San Juan 8th grade students, ranked by 
cumulative grade point average, are all Dual Immersion students. 

The positive effect of bilingualism on student achievement has been consistently advanced by evidence-
based research nationally and statewide. Additionally, the positive effect of bilingualism on student 
achievement is observed in our standardized test scores at San Juan. 



 

2018 SBAC Scores 

 

 

Our 2018 Smarter Balanced Assessment Coalition (SBAC) aggregate scores for math show a clear 
progression of increasing math scores as Dual Immersion students advance in grade levels and progress 
toward biliteracy.  Aggregate math scores steadily increase and in most years surpass English-only 
instruction student scores, which remain static over the years. 
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For English Language Arts aggregate scores on the SBAC from the same year (above), we see a clear 
pattern of improved standardized test scores as our Dual Immersion students increase in biliteracy. 

2019 SBAC Scores 

A review of aggregate SBAC math scores from 2019 shows that San Juan Dual Immersion students again 
exceed the performance of students in the English only track at most grade levels. 

 

 

The English Language Arts scores for Dual Immersion students in 2019 (below) also show a clear pattern 
of increasing standardized assessment scores as students gain bilingual language skills, exceeding their 
English-only peers by grade 5. 

 



 

The achievement results earned by our San Juan Dual Immersion students support our District Local 
Control Accountability Plan (LCAP) Goal 2, Increasing Student Achievement, by providing effective, 
research-based learning strategies to increase student achievement (ASJUSD LCAP 2020). 

San Juan School increased aggregate student achievement overall during the last SBAC administration in 
2019. Our current aggregate school scores are 15% than in prior years. 

 
Biliteracy Awards 

The highest achievement offered by the State of California to biliterate public school students is the 
California State Seal of Biliteracy, which can be earned by graduating high school 12th grade students. 
The requirements for this prestigious award are delineated in California Education Code §51461. 

To promote the importance of progressing on to this prestigious culminating award, San Juan has 
created a Pathway for bilingual achievement to promote the attainment of the ultimate State Seal of 
Biliteracy through milestones at critical points in each child’s education and biliteracy development 
during the formative elementary school years. 

The Elementary Pathway to the Seal of Biliteracy is offered to students who achieve the goals in fifth 
grade, as they end their formal classroom instruction in Spanish. The Middle School pathway is offered 
to 8th grade students. The teachers who sponsor these awards work to align the programs and articulate 
the requirements for a smooth transition from elementary Dual Immersion Instruction, Middle School 
Spanish enrichment, and the High School Seal of Biliteracy. 

 

Level Grade Award 
Elementary 5th Elementary Pathway to the Seal of Biliteracy 
Middle School 8th Middle School Pathway to the Seal of Biliteracy 
High School 12th California State Seal of Biliteracy  

 

 

Pathway to Biliteracy Award 

In recent years, the number of students participating in the Middle School Pathway biliteracy award 
(formerly Seal of Biliteracy) had dwindled. To reinvigorate the award and clarify the route to 
achievement, the Elementary Pathway to Biliteracy was introduced at San Juan School in 2018, and the 
Middle School Pathway to Biliteracy award was restructured in 2020 to align with 12th grade AP Spanish 
and the State Seal of Biliteracy. In this way, we have structured the alignment and articulation within our 
school and across our district, to support our students to success in a global, diverse, multilingual, 21st 
century world (CDE EL Roadmap Principle 4). 

The Elementary Pathway has been coordinated with the state reports required in 5th grade, so that oral 
state report presentations are delivered by all students in English and in Spanish during the 5th grade 
year.  

https://law.justia.com/citations.html


The Middle School Pathway to Biliteracy Award has been restructured to balance the achievement 
components over the three-year middle school experience. A syllabus is distributed that guides all 
students in making appropriate progress over their three middle school years to make the Pathway 
more accessible to all students. The Pathway awards are open to both Dual Immersion students as well 
as students who are biliterate through life experience. This year we have students earning the Pathway 
awards that were students in our English track at San Juan. 

 

Year Elementary Pathway Middle School Pathway 
2018 13 8 
2019 16 4 
2020 16 6 
2021 (projected) 15 16 
2022 (projected)  21 
2023 (projected)  16 

 

 

Award Criteria 

The academic and service-learning achievement required of prospective Pathway award students is 
rigorous. These requirements are outlined below. 

 

Criteria for Elementary Pathway Award: 

 

1. Complete the Dual Language Immersion 5th grade class curriculum, or develop biliteracy through life 
experience 
 

2. Demonstrate proficiency in English by one of the following: 
 

• Passing the California English Language Arts exam with proficiency or higher  
• ELPAC assessment score which demonstrates appropriate language development progress 
• Teacher recommendation based on grade level proficiency through class work and in-class observations 

 
3. Demonstrate oral and written proficiency through a brief presentation in both Spanish and English. 

The project will be written in English and Spanish and presented in English and Spanish. Students choose 
their topic  
or may select pick one of the following: 
 

• Demonstrate the ability to interpret between English and Spanish in social situations 
• State Report Presentation in Spanish and English to whole class  
• Attend one Spanish language cultural event and present to the class the value of the event 

 



4. Complete 3 hours of volunteering by May 31st of their 5th grade year.  Hours of service will be performed in 
Spanish and English.  Students must write a five-sentence paragraph on what the student has learned from 
their bilingual volunteering experiences.  
 

5. Read 75,000 Spanish words and 75,000 English words by May 15th of their 5th grade year using Accelerated 
Reader (AR) as a tool, or reach a goal as agreed upon by the fifth grade teacher. 
 
 

Criteria for Middle School Pathway Award: 

 

1.  Achieve an overall grade point average (GPA) of 2.0 or above in 6th, 7th, and 8th grades. 

2.  Maintain 95% attendance throughout middle school. 

3.  Receive a grade of C or better in English Language Arts in both the 1st and 2nd Trimester in the 
eighth grade year. 

4.  Demonstrate proficiency in Spanish by passing the District approved language exam with 70% or 
higher. Exam will be offered in the Fall and Spring. 

5.  Demonstrate Spanish oral proficiency through a presentation with a passing grade of 70% or higher 
as evaluated by a panel of judges. Presentations will be completed by the 2nd week in April. 

6.  Achieve an Accelerated Reader (AR) goal of reading 600,000 words in Spanish and 600,000 words in 
English for a total of 1,200,000 words by May 31 of their 8th grade year. 

It is recommended to read at least: 

6th grade: 200,000 words in English 200,000 words in Spanish  

7th grade: 200,000 words in English 200,000 words in Spanish 

8th grade: 200,000 words in English 200,000 words in Spanish 

7. Complete 30 hours of service learning in the student’s 8th grade year 

8. Write a service-learning reflection essay in Spanish with a minimum of 500 words on this experience. 
It is recommended to complete a minimum of 10 hours of service learning in each year of middle school. 

The middle school Pathway award is designed to provide continuity in Spanish language acquisition for 
students after formal classroom instruction in Spanish has ended, and to model upper grades academic 
language in Spanish. The middle school Pathway students meet with their mentor after school and use a 
three year syllabus to guide their achievement of the award criteria throughout their middle school 
years.  

The criteria established for students to meet the rigorous requirements for the Elementary Pathway to 
Biliteracy and the Middle School Pathway to Biliteracy are summarized below. 

 



Pathway to Biliteracy Candidate Requirements Summary 

 

 

The San Juan Dual Immersion program and the rigorous and increasing popular Pathway to Biliteracy 
awards at San Juan School support our District LCAP Goal 1, to increase the number of bilingual and 
biliterate ASJUSD graduates (ASJUSD LCAP 2020). 

 

Biliteracy Team 

The San Juan Biliteracy Team supports the biliteracy award students and effectively aligns and 
articulates the process. The team’s mission is to propel student achievement, ensure appropriate 
structure, evaluate student achievement, and arrange bilingual presentation contexts, including local 
bilingual community members to serve as panelists for the Middle School Pathway student 
presentations. The San Juan School Biliteracy Team is comprised of the school principal, school librarian, 

Pathway to Biliteracy Requirements 

  Elementary Pathway - 5th grade Middle School Pathway - 8th grade 

English Proficiency SBAC or ELPAC or Recommendation SBAC or ELPAC or Recommendation 

Spanish Proficiency SLA grade/ELPAC/Logramos/ CAASPP Logramos/CAASPP 

English Reading 75,000 words read in English 600,000 words read in English 

Spanish Reading 75,000 words read in Spanish 600,000 words read in Spanish 

Community Service 5 hours 30 hours 

Service Learning Essay   500 word essay 

Attendance   95% or better 

8th grade English class   C or better 

Oral presentations U.S. State Reports presented in both 
English and Spanish to whole class 

Presentations in both English and 
Spanish to a panel of judges; 70% or 
better panel score 

Grade Point Average   2.0 middle school average 



middle school instructors, and the leaders of the two pathway awards. This team works diligently to 
support our students and create structures to improve, support, and showcase their achievement. 

  

Member Position Role 
Dr. Cord Principal Overview, policy, direction 
Ms. Quezada Librarian Support bilingual literacy 
Mrs. Emerich Middle School Teacher Service Learning Essays 
Mr. Samuels Middle School Teacher Middle School Pathway mentor 
Ms. Ferreira Elementary Teacher Elementary Pathway mentor 

 

Conclusion 

The San Juan Dual Immersion program provides a rich learning experience with the goals of 
high academic achievement, first and second language proficiency, and cross-cultural 
competence. Our program provides scaffolding for students to build on their individual strengths 
and assets, allowing access to the content throughout the language acquisition process. Cultural 
awareness and competence are promoted, preparing students for the demands of the diverse and 
multilingual 21st century world. The home language of each learner is leveraged, becoming the 
foundation for learning the target language.  

Students in our Dual Immersion program enjoy high academic performance, as they consistently 
outscore their English-only peers on standardized assessments at most grades, aligned with 
national research findings that support these results. Our program provides high quality 
instruction in all content areas aligned with the principles of the California Education Code, the 
California Department of Education, the State Board of Education, and Aromas San Juan District 
LCAP priorities.  

We provide two Pathway to Biliteracy Awards, in elementary (grade 5) and in middle school 
(grade 8). Our Elementary Pathway award marks the successful completion of classroom 
instruction in Spanish.  Our Middle School Pathway program, conducted entirely in Spanish, 
provides continuity in Spanish language instruction for our Dual Immersion students, in which 
our English-only students may also choose to participate. Together, the Pathway to Biliteracy 
awards articulate the culminating achievement of earning the California State Seal of Biliteracy 
in Grade 12, the highest honor conferred on biliterate students in California public schools.    
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