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More than just a diploma
To the class of 2021:
I have to imagine that 

when you are reminiscing 
about your high school 
years some far-off day 
in the future, you will 
begin with the bizarre, 
unprecedented nature of 
your final two years. It’s 
understandable. You’ve 
experienced something 
with which none of your 
teachers, parents, or even 
older siblings can relate 
-- a high school career 
seemingly held hostage by 
a pandemic.

However, my hope is 
that when you recall your 
public school experience 
you remember more than 
just these past two years. 
And when  you think about graduation, you 
realize the piece of paper you’ve earned is 
more than just a diploma.

Many of you will undoubtedly go on to 
receive other diplomas from colleges and 
universities or trade schools. Perhaps 
instead it’s some other credential or 
certification. Regardless, I would imagine 
that many of those future diplomas will 
likely be framed and adorn the wall of your 
home or office. 

It’s understandable that post-secondary 
diplomas are revered in a way high school 
diplomas many times are not. 

They’re less common.
They’re considered advanced.
They’re expensive.
But I would argue that the high school 

diploma you’ll hold in your hands is the 
most important diploma you -- or any of us 
-- will ever earn. 

That’s because it is more than just a 
diploma.

It’s not a receipt of the amount of seat 
time you accumulated, nor is it not merely 
proof you earned a prescribed number of 
credits. Instead, your high school diploma is 
the final page of the book documenting the 

most formative years of 
your life. You’re not just 
graduating from high 
school today -- you’re 
graduating from Marion 
County Public Schools.

You wouldn’t be 
here today without the 
time you spent in the 
middle grades, and you 
wouldn’t have been 
there without the time 
you spent in elementary 
school. The diploma you 
receive today represents 
all of those years and 
experiences at all grade 
levels. 

With that in mind, I 
can promise you that 
the teachers, principals, 
even the school buildings 

throughout this district, are all here for 
one reason: to prepare you for your future. 
That’s a fact about public education that can 
be easy to forget. Too often we are all bogged 
down by the day-to-day requirements and 
need reminding of something larger. That 
“something” is a diploma, but it’s also so 
much more.

It’s who you have become and it’s who 
you will become, whether you think of it as 
over the next four years or the next forty. 
Regardless, it all began in MCPS.

During your time in this school district, 
you defined yourself as a scholar, or an 
athlete, or a creator, or a leader. In a very 
real way, your time as an MCPS student is 
the story of you becoming a young adult, 
and the memories you’ll share about your 
childhood with your own children someday 
will undoubtedly include the time you spent 
as a student in this school district.

So, whether your ambitions include other 
diplomas or not, I’m asking you to treat the 
diploma you receive from Marion County 
Public Schools as the precious, invaluable 
document that it is.

Frame it. Preserve it. Showcase it.
It’s more than just a diploma.
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Taylora Schlosser
Superintendent
Marion County Public Schools
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Congratulations 
graduates! 

Earning a 
diploma is 
an important 
achievement. 
Doing so during 
a pandemic is 
a momentous 
accomplishment 
that demonstrates 
your ability to 
overcome immense 
obstacles. Enid 
Blyton wrote, “The 
best way to treat 
obstacles is to use 
them as stepping-
stones. Laugh at them, tread on them, and 
let them lead you to something better.” This, 
members of the Class of 2021, could be your 
motto after the year you have experienced. 

You began your final year of high school 
at home, quite comfortably in your pajamas. 
You happily celebrated your second “First 
Day of School” in September and adapted 
to a new norm when distance learning 
resumed. You Zoomed towards Christmas 
break with hopes that the New Year would 
bring back the way things used to be. You 
attended school in person, at home, on a 
hybrid schedule, and back again. 

The cheers at your sporting events were 
not nearly as loud due to reduced capacity 
and you brought home wins anyway. When 
Mother Nature rained on your prom, you 
smiled and popped open your matching 
umbrellas. Quarantines kept you apart 
throughout the year and you still managed 
to make connections that will last a lifetime. 

I am a member of the Marion County High 
School Class of 1996. A classmate of mine 
recently reminded me that this year will be 
our 25th Reunion. (Thanks Randy.) While 
our final year of high school was not marred 
by a global pandemic, our graduating class, 
and its members, has encountered its own 
obstacles, challenges, and hardships.

We left MCHS with colleges 
to attend, careers to pursue, 
families to build and dreams to 
achieve. Each member of our 
graduating class has experienced 
moments in their lives that 
offered a choice between 
obstacles or steppingstones. If 
life had gone the way I planned 
after graduating from high school 
(when none of you were alive by 
the way), I would have completed 
a degree in music education from 
the University of Kentucky in 
2000 and become a high school 
band director. 

Instead, I was eight years 
removed from high school and 

had taken a break from college before I 
finally figured out what I wanted to be when 
I grew up. I found my educational ‘home’ in 
the Arts Administration program at UK and 
graduated in 2006 just ten short years after 
my high school graduation. The thought 
of taking ten years to earn a degree may 
sound unfathomable to some of you (and 
frightening to your parents), but I would not 
change anything. Each moment of adversity 
in my life has made me exactly who I am 
today. 

My husband, our three children and 
I enjoy a wonderful life here in Marion 
County. I have an incredibly rewarding job 
as the volunteer manager for a hospice care 
organization and I make a difference for 
someone every day. And I proudly serve as 
a member of your board of education where 
my favorite act is to shake your hand and 
present your diploma. 

This past year has been a series of 
obstacles that you, and all of us, have 
successfully overcome. I challenge you today 
to always treat the obstacles in your life as 
steppingstones. Laugh at them, tread on 
them, and let them lead you to something 
better. 

TREAT YOUR OBSTACLES AS STEPPING STONES

CARRIE TRUITT
MCPS Board of  Education Chair
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Graduates, 
Congratulations!

I know it has 
been a long time 
coming for some of 
you, but it is finally 
here. There have 
been hardships and 
bumps in the road, 
but you have made 
it. I am so proud of 
you!

 It has been a 
pleasure to work 
with you all and help 
you get to this point. 
Graduation is a big 
day and one that 
you will cherish for a 
lifetime. Always remember to keep close 
your family, friends, and faith because 
these are the foundations that will carry 
you through. 

 Some of you have spent the last 
four to five years with us and others a 
few months. You have all grown into 
beautiful people and it is time to step 
aside to let you go.  I am so grateful our 
paths crossed and I have been able to get 
to know each of you. We all have unique 
stories and they make us who we are 
as people. Life is not easy for any of us. 
Sometimes we don’t see the challenges 
on the outside, but every single one of us 
has both those and everything that goes 
on inside as well. Be certain you give it 
everything you have and dare to be all 
you can be.

There are going to be times that you 
make mistakes. Learn from them and 
don’t repeat them. You are going to 
lose at times, but lose with grace and 
plan for the next opportunity with 
levelheadedness, confidence, and hope. 
You are going to struggle. Fight and 

fight hard to overcome those 
obstacles because you are 
resourceful and strong. With 
those there is also going to 
be times that you win. Be 
sure to embrace winning 
and congratulate those less 
fortunate with encouraging 
words. You are going to laugh. 
Laugh with your whole body, 
mind and spirit. It is purifying 
to the soul and everyone 
around you. Finally, there 
will be times for celebration. 
Enjoy it, and remember that 
you can have fun and still be 
responsible and mature about 
it. 

I am so excited for your 
futures and I want nothing but the very 
best in years to come. I know each and 
every one of you will succeed in anything 
you put your minds to. Remember to 
always work hard and if there is ever 
anything you need please don’t hesitate 
to reach out. The world is an amazing, 
loving, and beautiful place and it is 
waiting for you with open arms.

YOU HAVE MADE IT

Holly Cox
Principal 
Hugh C. Spalding Academy
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Sydney-Rayè 
Carl

Alexis Jasmine 
Carrier

Alyson Maylin 
Coffman

Alan Kendrick 
Cottrell

Dylan Wayne 
Deverney 

Faith Ladale 
Drury

Paris Kay Dye Willie Dee 
Edwards

Cody Lane Essex Jesse James 
Essex

William Peyton 
Essex

Isacc Gabriel 
Matthew Gonzalez

Logan Tanner 
Gootee

Natalie Yvette 
Gray

Kylee Ann 
Hardin

Robert Taylor 
Hardin

Dylan Mills 
Hourigan

Aubrey Deanna 
Hubbard

Savanna 
Desaray Jackson

Alex Michael 
Jeffries

Jasmine Nicole 
Johnson 

Aliah Hope King Braden Ray King Megan Kruse

Gregory Lee 
Allen Jr.

Adrianne Nicole 
Barnett 

William Logan 
Bartley

Jayden Paige 
Beavers

Andrea Nikole 
Bright

Benjamin 
Joseph Burns
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Autumn Marie 
Petrie

McKenna Renee 
Porter

Rebecca Sue 
Potts

Chelsey Marie 
Price

Cody Lewis 
Raley

Sierra Lynn 
Releford

Jason Lucas 
Riley

Nathan Lee 
Roller

Benjamin 
Thomas Ruley

Brianna Michelle 
Sanders

Stephen Lamont 
Scott

Chasity Ann 
Seals

Aryauna Brynn 
Sierp

Jesse Lee Tharp Kyle Storm 
Tomes

Desmond 
Eugene Trigg

Jordan St. Clair 
Violette

Haley Nicole 
Wheatley

Madison Faith 
Wheeler

Zachary Everett 
Wheeler

Christopher 
Phillip Whitaker

Alexis Lynne 
Wilkerson

Not pictured: 
Jaylen Danielle 
Cummins, 
Cherdian Grace 
Meredith, 
Madison Leeanne 
Ryen, and Amber 
Danielle Wiser.

Shelby Brooke 
Leigh

Steven James 
Leroy

Jo’Taven 
Malique Logan

Grace Elizabeth 
Meeks

Chase Alexander 
Mudd

Hope Danielle 
Orberson

Joseph Raye 
Yates
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Most educators 
see the end of the 
school year as a time 
to reflect on the 
experiences of the 
past year. Reflecting 
on the past two 
years, I see a time 
unlike anything I 
have experienced in 
my 23 years as an 
educator.  While I 
wish that life could 
have been different 
for students and 
teachers, I think it’s 
best to focus on the 
positive experiences 
and success that we 
were still able to achieve even in a pandemic.

As I look back on this school year, I am 
happy that we were able to have somewhat 
of a normal life for the class of 2021.  We 
had a prom experience and a memorable 
outdoor graduation. MCHS teachers worked 
harder than they ever have to create learning 
experiences for all their students. Hundreds 
of students took AP and dual credit courses 
this year to jumpstart their college careers. 
In our classes, students 3D printed their 
own drones, prepared Derby meals, planted 
gardens, studied for AP exams, and created 
beautiful works of art.  This list contains just 
a small example of the amazing work that 
MCHS students and teachers were able to 
complete during this unusual year, and I will 
always be proud of how our school rallied.  
At a time when school was not even close to 
normal, we had four Governor’s Scholars in 
the class of 2021 and six in the class of 2022.  
Finally, I cannot forget how one of our 
seniors achieved the rare honor of becoming 
a National Merit Finalist.  

As I look specifically toward our graduates, 
I am again filled with pride.  During 
a year when we often found ourselves 
learning from home, I see many reasons 
to celebrate the class of 2021.  Over 100 
students in this graduating class have been 

accepted and plan to 
attend some place of 
higher learning. Our 
students are attending 
in-state schools 
from Campbellsville 
to Morehead and 
everywhere in between.  
One graduate is 
attending Universal 
Technical Institute 
in Orlando, while 
another is traveling to 
Vanderbilt University in 
Nashville, Tennessee. A 
large number of these 
seniors are achieving 
academic scholarships 
to help pay their way 

as they continue their education. Other 
members of the class of 2021 are ready for 
work as they have already obtained jobs in 
our local factories, nursing homes, and retail 
establishments. I applaud the class of 2021 
for standing strong in the hard times that 
we’ve experienced this year.

Saying goodbye to a graduating class is 
always bittersweet. As I close, I speak to 
you, the class of 2021.  It’s hard to imagine 
ball games, club days, and classrooms 
without you. Your words, personalities, 
and memories will stay with us for years 
to come, but we know that it is for you to 
move ahead to the next phase of your life. 
The faculty and staff of MCHS is proud and 
excited for you because you worked hard and 
stayed committed so that you could reach 
this milestone. You will always be a part of 
MCHS, and we hope that your time here 
serves you well wherever you go.

AN EXPERIENCE UNLIKE ANY OTHER

Robby Peterson
Principal
Marion County High School
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To the Class of 
2021….

Every year, I 
get sentimental 
when I talk to the 
graduating class, 
because to me, 
you’re not just 
students, you’re 
part of the LEGACY 
of Marion County 
High School and 
Marion County ATC. 
I’m so proud of the 
fine young adults 
you’ve become, 
and how you’ve 
overcome barriers 
and challenges along 
the way. 

The road to graduation hasn’t been 
easy for any of you (hello, global 
pandemic!), but you’ve shown the world 
and each other exactly how strong and 
connected you are. When the going got 
tough, you got going. You’ve never given 
up on your plans and dreams, and have 
persevered. I’m proud of you! 

You will always have a home at 
MCATC.  Want help with a job 
application or how to navigate the hiring 
process as an adult? Call us, we will still 
help you. Need advice on your career 
or how to pursue further training? Call 
us, our instructors know people and can 
help you. Bottom line…we are here to 
help you! 

As you set out on the next phase of 
your journey, go with confidence. Take 
initiative, ask questions, and advocate 
for yourself…YOU are your greatest 
cheerleader, and YOU are in charge of 
your life now. Embrace that awesome 
responsibility. 

I’d be lying to you if I told 
you the next steps in this 
big, beautiful world were 
going to be “easy”. Nothing 
worth having is ever easy, 
so embrace the “hard”. You 
can do hard things. You are 
capable of so much, and the 
sky really is the limit on what 
you can accomplish. So don’t 
sell yourself short…dream big, 
and LIVE big every day.  Don’t 
take one single minute for 
granted. 

In closing, I can’t wait to 
see you again in the future. 
You’ll get busy, time will pass, 
but one day, you’ll ride by our 
school and you’ll remember 
the good times. Please, stop 

in and say hello! We love to hear your 
success stories, and love to follow along 
on your journey.

We will miss you, Class of 2021, and 
wish you nothing but the very best!

YOU ARE PART OF OUR LEGACY

Christina McRay
Principal 
Marion County Area Technology Center
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Whitney Badgett Kristin Ballard Parker Barnett Thomas Battcher Byron Beaven Madison Bentley

Patrick Benton Conner Bickett Joseph Bickett Imani Biggers Jayden 
Blacketer

Olivia Blandford

Summer 
Blanford

Nathan Bradley Christina Brady Ethan Brady Kathryn Brady Mea Brady

Morgan Brady Richard Brady Zachary Brady James Bright Gabbie 
Brockman

Grant Brown

Sarah Abell Timothy Abell Kylene Albany Alyssa Allen 
 

Cloe Anderson Mason Armel
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Landon 
Cambron

Travis Cambron Sara Cepeda James Chesser Maximas Cobb Trevor Collins

Cheyenne Colvin Joseph Coon Aleaha Couch Autumn Craig Sara Daugherty Katelyn Deering

Alexis Deering Cameron 
Dillander

Dalton Dozier Bryce Duvall Erica Elliott Haley Ellis

Denisha Epps Zachary Essex Amber Farris Elizabeth Fields Austin Fogle Josie Followell

Jacob Brown Mason Brown Myliah Brown Kaylee Buckman Eitel Caal Cucul Seth Caldwell
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Kayla Garrett Nathan George Devin Gibson Christina 
Gilmerr

Addison Gordon Dustin Gordon

Dakota Gribbins Madison 
Gribbins

Stephen 
Gribbins

Quashaun Gunn Lillian Hagan Cory Hall

Faith Hall Brennan 
Hamilton

James Hamilton Lathan 
Hamilton

Sarah Hamilton Delaney 
Hammond

Nathan Hanlon Caitlin Hardin Ellie Hardin Ethan Hardin Madison Hardin Riley Hardin

Cassidy Funk ChyKia Furmon Tyval Furmon Jada Gallegos Jadin Gallegos Maria Gallegos
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Alexandria 
Jeffries

Jakell Johnson Dalton Kehm Dallas Kirkland Hannah Lanham Judith Lanham

Stephanie 
Lanham

Madison Layton James Thomas 
Lee

Brianna Livers Elijah Livers Spencer Lucas

Andrew 
Lupachino

Magali Magana Kenneth 
Marrett III

Madison 
Marshall

Cameron Martin Lydia Masterson

Dalyn Mattingly Delaney 
Mattingly

Elijah Mattingly Ethan Mattingly Isaiah Mattingly

Estehephany 
Hernandez

Haley Hoeck Jakoby 
Holloway

Shelby Hood Anne-Michelle 
Hughes

Pacey Jacobs

Josiah Mattingly
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Alaura McCarty

Aubrey Mealey Romel Mendoza Breyana Moore Angelita Morales Chloe Morgan Kaylee Nalley

Gabe Nelson Baylee 
Newcomb

Abbie Newton Grant O’Daniel Maggie 
Overstreet

Danielle Owen

Nima Patel Vedant Patel Nicholas 
Pendleton

Emma Peterson Brice Pirkle Hannah 
Rawlings

Tyler Reynolds Brooklyn 
Richardson

Taylor 
Richardson

James Riley Kayla Robertson

Kyle Mattingly Thomas 
Mattingly

Allen May Lindsey 
McCullough

Cody McElroy

Kelsey Rosas
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Asani Somerville

Aundaria 
Spalding

Ava Spalding Chloe Spalding Emily Spalding Kanyon 
Spalding

Samuel Spalding

Jacob Stewart Camden Stiles Logan Sutphin Sammy Tate Aaron Thomas Emily Thomas

Lauren Thomas Mark Thomas Mary Beth 
Thomas

Sophie Thomas Victoria Thomas Brayden 
Thompson

Joseph 
Thompson

Samuel 
Thompson 

Alex Tungate Cameron 
Tungate

Emily Tungate

Cameron Ruley Judith Sanchez Alyssa Sherrill Karis Smith Abigayle 
Smothers

Hannah Tungate
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Avery Ward

Austyn 
Washburn

Denise Wheatley Dominick White Skylar Wilcher Tanika Williams Audrey Wise

Kyla Tungate Kalli Vaughn Linde 
Villanueva-Perez

Isabella Vittitow Riley Walker

In Memoriam

Josh Miller
2003-2020
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Each year at graduation, the top-ranked students 
at MCHS are recognized for their academic 
excellence. This includes valedictorian, 
salutatorian, and those who finish in the top 10. 

These rankings are based on a combination of GPA, ACT 
score, AP and dual-credit classes, and other standardized 
and career-related test scores. 

Many years, the separation among those students is very 
slim and may not be finalized until the final days of the 
school year. 

Here we’re recognizing the 22 students (listed 
alphabetically)  who have proven to be at the head of the 
class of 2021:

Top of the class

* Christina Brady
* Kathryn Brady
* Zachary Brady
* Grant Brown
* Seth Caldwell
* Landon Cambron
* Sara Daugherty
* Zachary Essex

* Josie Followell
* Sarah Hamilton
* Delaney 
Hammond
* Delaney Mattingly
* Alaura McCarty
* Gabe Nelson
* Nima Patel

* Emma Peterson
* Ava Spalding
* Samuel Tate
* Emily Thomas
* Sophie Thomas
* Samuel Thompson
* Hannah Tungate

PetersonPeterson

Z. BradyZ. Brady

EssexEssex

S. ThomasS. Thomas
K. BradyK. Brady

HammondHammond

SpaldingSpalding

CaldwellCaldwell

BrownBrown

ThompsonThompson

FollowellFollowell

DaughertyDaugherty

NelsonNelson

McCartyMcCarty

MattinglyMattingly

E. ThomasE. Thomas

TungateTungate

C. BradyC. Brady

CambronCambron

TateTate

PatelPatel

HamiltonHamilton
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It was late afternoon on a 
Tuesday in March when 
members of the Marion 
County High School 

eSports teams celebrated 
their first victory -- of the 
season and of all-time.

The team knocked off 
Wolfe County in a League 
of Legends match, marking 
the first win of the team’s 
inaugural season.

The post-victory 
celebration was captured on 
video by assistant coach Greg 

Conley, but neither  that 
moment nor the season 
itself may have occurred 
if it weren’t for MCHS 
senior Vedant Patel.

That’s because Patel 
was instrumental in 
launching the high 
school’s eSports team, 
which was merely an 
idea the previous year.

His quest to get 
MCHS in on the eSports 
action had a rocky start, 
as the interruption 
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Leaving a legacy: Vedant Patel

ABOVE: Vedant Patel competes with his teammates during an eSports match.

The truest measures of success for any high school are the 
experiences of its students. The class of 2021 boasts students 
who achieved academic and athletic excellence, but it also 
includes students for whom high school was a transformative 

experience in perhaps less obvious ways. Following is a sampling of the 
diverse set of successes representing the diverse set of students from 
the class of 2021. What unites these students --- and many others -- is 
that they discovered experiences that proved valuable, memorable, and 
meaningful. 
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from COVID-19 slowed his 
progress.

However, during this 
school year, Patel recruited 
players and coaches to 
join the team, and gave 
presentations for both the 
MCHS SBDM council and 
the Marion County Board of 
Education on the viability of 
an eSports team.

The result: MCHS now has 
players, coaches, and new 
hardware to compete in the 
KHSAA-official sport.

While Patel is quick to 
explain his passion for 
gaming, his efforts to start 
an eSports team were also 

heavily influenced by his 
experience as a member 
of the MCPS Student 
Ambassadors.

“With my experience from 
ambassadors, I got a lot of 
confidence and it helped 
me with communicating 
with people,” Patel admits. 
“If I didn’t have student 
ambassadors, I probably 
wouldn’t have had the 
courage to talk to the 
principal to get this started.”

Patel attributes much of his 
development to ambassador 
advisors Laurie Followell and 
Troy Benningfield. 

“You need someone to look 

up to and Ms. Laurie and Mr. 
Benningfield have been my 
mentors since day one,” he 
said.

Although his personal 
high school eSports career 
may only consist of his final 
semester, Patel sees his 
contribution to the eSports 
program as persisting 
beyond his time at MCHS.

“I want this to be one my 
legacies that I leave after I 
graduate, and then when 
I come back and I can say, 
‘Yeah, I started that team.’”

Finding a good fit: Alex Jeffries

Alex Jeffries may 
not have had 
the most typical 
high school 

experience. Homeschooled 
for much of his education, 
when Alex joined MCPS he 
enrolled in the MARVEL 
program through the Hugh 

C. Spalding Academy.
“Overall, I’ve enjoyed the 

experience,” Jeffries said 
as he reflected on his high 
school career.

Like other MARVEL 
students, Alex completed 
courses online, but still had 
the guidance of the MARVEL 

staff members who made 
sure he was progressing 
appropriately and provided 
help with content when 
needed.

“Ms. Cox [the Hugh C. 
Spalding principal] makes 
sure I’m on track, and [Hugh 
C. Spalding instructor] Mr. 

ABOVE: Alex Jeffries works on an assignment at the MARVEL Academy office.
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Thomas helps with the actual 
content,” Jeffries said. “He’s 
helped me a lot with math.”

In fact, Jeffries said a 
turning point during his 
MARVEL experience was 
when he began to recognize 
the importance of seeking 
help from the MARVEL staff.

“It’s not a good thing to 
be hesitant to ask for help 
from a teacher,” Jeffries 
said. “I thought I would be 
fine working on my own, but 
when I finally stopped being 
stubborn and asked for help, 
it helped out a lot. I started 
feeling like I was getting 
more accomplished.”

Jeffries is considering 
a career in what he calls 
the “fascinating” field of  

internet security. However, 
in the short term, he’s eyeing 
education beyond high 
school.

“That’s my main goal in 
the immediate future -- go to 
college,” he said.

His path to college, though, 
was through the MARVEL 
program, which he notes was 
a good fit for him personally.

“I think it’s worked out so 
well for me because it’s easier 
for me to work when I’m 
alone [...] It’s a lot easier for 
me to focus when it’s just me 
or one or two other people 
around,” Jeffries said. “I 
don’t think it’s for everybody, 
for sure. A lot of people think 
that you can just do your 
school online, but it’s not 

that at all.
“In a lot of ways it’s more 

difficult.”
In addition to learning to 

seek the help of teachers, 
Jeffries also said his 
MARVEL experience has 
taught him to manage his 
time more effectively and 
that he’s become more 
mature with his classwork. 
But his favorite part of the 
MARVEL program?

“I think it’s the fact that it 
lets me stay caught up with 
my peers -- and it’s more 
peaceful.”

Discovering her comfort zone: 
Chloe Morgan

Senior Chloe Morgan has no 
qualms with sharing that, in 
the past, she was lacking in 
self-confidence. 

As she describes it, she was the 
type of student who would, “just sit 
in class and wait to be called on” 
as opposed to volunteering to be 
involved.

However, that began to change 
with a simple decision she made 
prior to her freshman year of 
high school -- to join the JROTC 
program.

“One of the main reasons [I 
joined JROTC] was to get me out 
of my comfort zone,” Morgan said. 
“I’m extremely hard on myself. I 
just thought, ‘Try something new, 
get out of your comfort zone’ to 
learn that I am just like everyone 
else.”

Initially, Morgan was unsure ABOVE: Chloe Morgan participates in the Wreaths Across America ceremony.
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if that was a wise decision 
as she considered not 
continuing with the program 
during her freshman year.

“I remember thinking 
‘What have I got myself 
into?’”

But those second thoughts 
began to disappear during 
that first semester in the 
program. She points to 
JROTC’s involvement in the 
Ham Days parade, where she 
was a part of the color guard, 
as a turning point.

“I had never done color 
guard in my life, and there I 
was there in front of half of 
Marion County,” she said. 
“That moment made me 
realize that I could do it, and 
I started to understand what 
I could do and what we could 
do for the community.”

From that point forward, 
JROTC became the 
cornerstone of Morgan’s high 

school experience.
JROTC instructors Phillip 

Chatigny and Joe Crepps 
approached her during her 
freshman year about joining 
the program’s student 
leadership (accepting was a 
“no-brainer” she said) and 
by her sophomore year she 
found herself serving as the 
emcee at the annual Veterans 
Day ceremony.

“I had mentioned [being 
the emcee] and then First 
Sergeant was like, ‘Alright, 
Morgan, you’re going to do 
it,’ And I was like okay, let’s 
do it.”

Morgan admits she was 
nervous speaking in front 
of a large crowd, but going 
through with it made it 
worthwhile.

“To know that I did it 
without messing up -- that’s 
a big thing for me.”

And while she made the 

decision to first step outside 
of her comfort zone, Morgan 
also credits the program’s 
advisors with creating the 
environment that led to her 
development.

“They [Chatigny and 
Crepps] don’t push you to 
do it, but they’re there every 
step of the way. They don’t 
rush you to do it. At first I 
didn’t think I could be a part 
of that program, but they just 
told me to take it day-by-day 
and step-by-step. Now this 
is my senior year, and I’ve 
loved it for four years.

“This program has really 
made a change in who I am. 
My confidence has gone up 
and I’ve pushed myself so 
that I know I can do it, and 
I’ve overcome anxiety. This 
will be with me for a long 
time, knowing that I’ve done 
things most people haven’t 
done.”

Exploring artistic freedom: 
Pacey Jacobs
Were you to 

create a Venn 
diagram 
involving 

the Marion County Area 
Technology Center’s welding 
program and Mrs. Kandace 
Potter’s art program at 
MCHS, in the center you’d 
find senior Pacey Jacobs.

 During his high school 
career, Jacobs excelled in 
both programs -- somewhat 
uncommon itself -- but 
perhaps more surprising 
are the similarities he’s 
found between those two 
experiences. ABOVE: Pacey Jacobs shows off  his work from art class.
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“You get a project idea 
and you put all of your 
creativity in it and you’re 
not limited in what you 
do,” Jacobs said, referring 
to his work in art class, but 
he sounds very much the 
same when discussing his 
time as a welding student. 
“[Welding instructor Dustin 
Benningfield] is a lot like 
Mrs. Potter -- he gives us 
freedom. We don’t go in 
there and sit in a booth and 
just weld all day. We get 
special projects.

“I take the same creativity 
I have in art and I use it in 
welding.”

Recently, Jacobs completed 
an independent project 
in his art class where he 
was allowed to select any 
medium. Although he had 
never worked with it before, 
Jacobs chose to work with 
clay to create a tea kettle and 
a cup and saucer.

“I had never worked 
with clay before so it was 
a learning experience, and 
[Mrs. Potter] helped me 
along the way,” he said.  “She 
let me go free on it.”

That sense of freedom is a 
common theme when Jacobs 
discusses his high school 
experience, whether he’s on 
the pottery wheel or in the 
welding booth.

In fact, in some instances, 
the two disciplines intersect, 
such as when he used his 
artistic vision to create small 
sculptures in welding class.

“Usually when you think 
of art and welding they are 
two separate worlds and you 
don’t see many people that 
combine them,” Jacobs said, 
adding that what unites the 
two is “the creative freedom 

-- it’s the thought of making 
something from your mind 
and then seeing it in front of 
you.”

But he doesn’t reserve that 
creative freedom exclusively 
for his time at school. At 
home he continues his artistic 
endeavours.

“I try to find time for it at 
home because I enjoy it,” he 
said. “It’s something to pass 
the time and let my creativity 
flow. It’s a way to forget about 
what’s going on outside and 
focus on something.

“We focus too much on 
social media or just worrying 
in general. It’s not good for 
you. I feel like taking time to 
calm down a little bit really 
helps out. It’s just taking the 

time away from the stress 
and worry and taking time for 
yourself.”

Although his high school 
career is ending, Jacobs says 
that he’ll remember his time 
as a student artist and welder 
fondly.

“I’ll definitely remember 
my welding classes and art 
classes because those are my 
two main favorite classes. I 
feel like I’m a part of them.”
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ABOVE: Pacey Jacobs works on a project in welding class.
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Receiving a warm welcome: 
Asani Somerville
During her 

sophomore year 
of high school, 
Asani Somerville 

found herself far removed 
from home. She had just 
moved over 1,700 miles 
from Phoenix, Arizona 
to Kentucky and the two 
locations didn’t seem to have 
much in common. 

“I was very unhappy 
at first,” Somerville said, 
adding that she enjoyed the 
Kentucky scenery, but didn’t 
exactly feel at home. “But 
then I slowly started to get 
used to it. Everyone here has 
been welcoming and nice.”

Among those who first 
provided a warm welcome 
to the bluegrass state was 
MCHS teacher Mr. Harry 
VanWhy. 

“He was incredibly nice,” 
Somerville said. “He was 
always like, ‘Hey how are 
you?’ in the morning and 
gave fist bumps. And that’s 
really nice because overall 
I know that he cares about 
me.”

Somerville said those 
types of faculty interactions 
she found at MCHS were 
a welcome change from 
her previous high school in 
Phoenix. 

“I know that people 
actually care about me here,” 
she said. “I didn’t have that 
closeness to my teachers in 
Arizona my freshman year -- 
it was more like, ‘Hey, here’s 
your teacher, do your work.’

“I see a teacher here 

and I can have a 
conversation with 
them. I can really 
talk to them.”

And while those 
conversations with 
teachers might 
sometimes be 
casual chit-chat, 
they occasionally 
took on greater 
importance.

“It’s nice to 
know that teachers 
actually want to 
talk to you. You can 
discuss random 
stuff with them, and 
you actually get life 
lessons and advice 
from them and that’s really 
useful sometimes.”

Somerville says as 
she began making more 
friends she became more 
comfortable at MCHS.

She joined the band and 
took up the clarinet, which 
was a learning experience.

“It was like an evolution. 
At first I was terrible at it, 
but now I’m pretty good 
at it,” she said. “It’s pretty 
enjoyable once you know you 
can play. Now I realize I can 
play when you put the sheet 
in front of me [...] I would 
say I’m really proud of that.”

She joined the book club  
(“I love books,” she added) 
and even found that she 
didn’t mind the essays she 
was assigned to write in Mr. 
Troy Costisick’s AP English 
class. 

“I enjoyed that class,” 

she said. “Usually I dislike 
writing essays, but in that 
class I really enjoyed writing 
essays.”

As she wraps up her high 
school career, she’s also 
found an interest in Mrs. 
Jamie Brown’s psychology 
class.

“I really like psychology 
class now. It’s different from 
any other class.”

Right now she’s 
considering a future in 
criminal justice because she 
“wants to help people” but 
as she reflected on her high 
school experience, the most 
important aspect was more 
about those who helped her.

“The friends I’ve made here 
is my favorite memory  -- 
they’re really nice and always 
help people out.”

Asani Somerville
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