
Hamilton Elementary PTO Meeting Minutes 

June 11, 2020 @ 7:30pm 

 
Principal’s Report 

• RECAP of special events/updates during distance learning:  
o Spirit Week: We hosted two great virtual spirit weeks! Thank you 

for the participation.  
▪ https://docs.google.com/document/d/1unYZoiOgqwNl1Qe7

k00j9YpdVemCd_DNk9tLHie2Sxw/edit?usp=sharin  
o Teacher parade: We hosted a great teacher parade! Grade 2 led this 

effort, so amazing, thank you! We also had help from our 
wonderful parent leaders Kent Dresser, Curt & Kristi Mason, and 
Mindy Key-- thank you! Rain date May 8  

o State Tests: The following Rhode Island state assessments are 
canceled for the 2019-20 school year: RICAS and NGSS Science  

o Distribution of Student Materials: Thank you to all who came to 

pick up student materials. It was so wonderful to see the children 
again! We offered two additional days this past week for those who 

missed us on 5/21 and 5/22. Pick up is now closed. Anything that 
was not picked up will be stored in a zip lock bag for your child 
until we gather again at school. Today was also the final day to 

return library books.  We had over 800 in circulation when school 
closed!  

• Report Cards: The North Kingstown School District has developed a 
distance learning report card for the 4th quarter for all Elementary 

students.  These report cards will take the place of the normal 
standards-based report cards. They will be printed and dispersed via 
USPS the week of June 15th. Grade 5 students will also receive their 

promotion certificates by mail and any special awards too!  

• 5th Grade Promotion: The Hamilton team created a virtual promotion 
program for our 5th Grade students and a small parade TO school. Due 
to restrictions set by the Governor this will be a 5th Grade ONLY event. 
The links from class google slides will be shared following the meets. 

Each teacher is hosting a google meet tomorrow morning.  Then all staff 
will be at school tomorrow at noon to wave and cheer during our farewell 

to grade 5.  Thank you to parent leaders and PTO for funding grade 5 t-
shirts, husky dolls and sunglasses. Additionally, there will be a bubble 
machine and students will have lawn signs to wake up to in the AM.  

Most of this work was funded by the PTO, some items like the bubble 
machine and signs were donated anonymously by grade 5 parents.  

Under challenging circumstances we are still able to make this a special 
time for our grade 5 students! Lastly, grade 5 families have been offered 
a 10 minute time slot (see sign up genius) if they would like to return to 

the school campus tomorrow to take a photo in front of the school and 
decorations.  

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1unYZoiOgqwNl1Qe7k00j9YpdVemCd_DNk9tLHie2Sxw/edit?usp=sharin
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1unYZoiOgqwNl1Qe7k00j9YpdVemCd_DNk9tLHie2Sxw/edit?usp=sharin
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• Star Testing Window. We moved the window to June 2nd -12th grades 3-

5.  Thank you for supporting your child and giving them space to show 

their current knowledge. This data will help us prepare for instruction 
and learning loss measures. STAR: I am aware of the fact that students' 
scaled score ranges for STAR do not match the district benchmark cut-

offs that we had set for the May EOY. Students who score around the 
cut-off for being "on-level" back in May could end up in the "on-watch" 

category now that we are in June.  This is because we are now taking the 
assessment a month later than previously scheduled and the scaled 
score threshold for all levels (on level, on watch, intervention, urgent 

intervention) have increased in the Renaissance platform.  Elementary 
principals have reached out to Dr. Mancieri to see if the benchmark 
scaled score could be set back to the grade level targets from May, but 

I'm not sure this can happen. For now, when looking at this data, look at 
:Scaled score and compare the scaled score to the targets that were set 

for May 4th through May 22nd, look at how much growth the student 
has made since BOY and/or MOY. We are looking to see the growth from 
MOY to EOY and this is just one test to give us data to use as we plan for 

instruction in the Fall 

• Leaving NK: Any students leaving NK at the end of the school year were 
provided with directions on how to make copies of Google files and add 
them to a personal Gmail account or download them to a personal 

device. The originals will remain in their NKSD Drive.  
o If you're moving out of the district, we do need to return the device 

before leaving.  The device will be shut down for use so if you leave 

with it, it will not work and we will be following up with your 
family.  If you're moving, please contact Mrs. Beth Beach so she 
can coordinate a drop off time for your family.  

• Device collection: Grade 1-5 students will be keeping their chromebook 
until we meet again at Hamilton or you start at WMS!  

o All K students will need to return ipads. On June 16th from 9-
11AM we will have a collection bin outside of Hamilton.  Please 

place the iPad and USB into a ziplock bag. Put your child's name 
and teacher name on the bag. Place in the bin, thank you!  

• Summer programs:  
o Dreambox and Lexia will be available for kids who have it now. In 

addition, for Hamilton:  

o Reading A-Z  -- Students will have access until Sept. 9, 2020 
o RAZ Kids -- Students will have access until Sept. 9, 2020 

o Spelling City -- students will have access until Aug. 3, 2020 
o Freckle -- students will have access until Sept. 6, 2020 

• Peep peep:  The chicks are here! I assisted K with project chick during 
distance learning.  Please see the attached video. Project Chick 2020 
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• The little things: All students and staff continued to receive a birthday 

card during distance learning.  K & 1 students received a principal 

bitmoji inspired by Flat Stanley.  Grade 5 received inspiration quote 
cards.  We are working on a fun mailing for 2, 3, and 4! They should be 
in the mail next week.    

• Last day of school 6/15: We have a wonderful 25 minute video for 
students to celebrate our school year. Most teachers have scheduled a 

class meet in the morning to share it.  I will also share the link in my 
final parent email.  

• Dance Fit- prize pick up will be 6/15 at HES, no contact pick up led by 
Amanda Martin.  Thank you, Amanda, for your work on this program! 

The school hit their second fundraising goal and grade 1 teachers 
“walked the plank”! 

 

Sealing January 2020 PTO Meeting Minutes 

• Motion approved - minutes sealed 
 
Treasurer’s Report  

• Budget update - Tami Farrell/Christine St. Germain 

• The PTO budgeted to bring in $36,850 in 2019-2020, $12,612 was what 
came in 

• Lost $24,000 as a result of canceling the Adult Offsite event, the Family 
Dance & the Fun Run 

o Online Dance Fit event occurred in place of the Fun Run 

• Balance for 2020 is about $18,000 - will set budget in the summer 

• Dr. Donahue asked about the teacher water line - there is $800 budgeted 
to pay for water dispenser for the teachers. Is it possible that staff were 
not notified that there would be a reimbursement for it in 2019? Mrs. 

Harrison noted that the Water Club paid out of pocket for the current 
year and asked if it would be possible to put the money towards the 
following year.  

• Budget for 2020-2021 will have to include cuts to account for loss of 
revenue. Will decide what to keep and would could be put aside for the 

year. 
 

Past/Current Committee/Events Topics: 

• Book Fair - Jean Bambara 
o Extra 15% of this week if orders are placed online 
o Program will run into September; no numbers are available at this 

time. 

• Fun Run - Amanda Martin 
o Online Dance Fit program brought in about $8,000.  

o Will have a final number soon. 
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• Events in the fall 

o Options for Haunted Hamilton 

▪ Trunk or Treat possibly off-site 
 
Upcoming Committee/Events Topics: 

• Board changes 
o Vacancy for President 

o Voting for Board Positions occurred 
▪ Katherine Francis was nominated to be Vice-President by 

Kate Scott - all in favor, motion passed 
▪ Kate Scott was nominated to be Secretary by Lisa Olivet - all 

in favor, motion passed 

▪ Rachel Rinaldi was nominated to be Co-Secretary by Kate 
Scott - all in favor, motion passed 

▪ Christine St. Germain was nominated to be Treasurer by 

Lisa Olivet - all in favor, motion passed 
▪ Tami Ferrell was nominated to be Co-Treasurer by Kate Scott 

- all in favor, motion passed 
▪ Lisa Olivet was nominated to be a Member-at-Large by Kate 

Scott - all in favor, motion passed 

▪ Shelene Plante was nominated to be a Member-at-Large by 
Monica Hayman - all in favor, motion passed 

▪ Monica Hayman was nominated to be a Member-at-Large by 
Lisa Olivet - all in favor, motion passed 

▪ Kristi Mason was nominated to be a Member-at-Large by 

Kate Scott - all in favor, motion passed 
▪ Meghan Elliot was nominated to be a Member-at-Large by 

Rachel Rinaldi - all in favor, motion passed 

• Open Positions with PTO 
o A list of all open PTO positions will be sent out in an email to 

parents from Dr. Donahue. 

• Garden update - Karen Adelson 
o Need a new hose 
o Garden beds are damaged 

▪ Marc Harris volunteered to join the team and help fix the 
garden beds.  

▪ Dr. Donahue recommended reaching out to Home Depot, to 

see if they would donate, or offer a discount, to the PTO. 
o Thank you to the wonderful, anonymous volunteer who weeded 

and planted the beds! 
o Question about how to incorporate this into enrichment with 

teachers? How to incorporate this into each grade? 

o What else would the Garden Team do? 
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▪ Dr. Donahue asked if there are improvements that could be 

made at the front of the school, to make it more welcoming. 
▪ Marc Harris recommended asking Wicked Tulips to see if 

they would donate bulbs to the school. 
▪ Possibly find areas to be straightened up, add more garden 

beds. 
o If anyone from the team is going to be on the property and doing 

work, please let Dr. Donahue know, so she can notify the Grounds 

Team - no notification needed for weeding or watering, only for 
large scale projects. 

o Is there a way to clean up the courtyard? Dr. Donahue noted that 

she would put in a work order to see what could be done. 

• Outdoor classroom 
o More mulch is needed, hoping to get a donation. Maybe wood chips 

can be used instead of mulch. Need to get clarification on what the 

requirements are. 
o There is a large amount of poison ivy on the left-hand side. Dr. 

Donahue noted that she would put in a work order to see if the 

Grounds Department could assist with the poison ivy removal. 
o Playground sand is still needed for the sandbox location. 

 

New Business 

• Incoming Kindergarten students, and transfer students, will receive 
“Welcome to HES” yard signage, costing about $11.50/sign.  

o Rachel Rinaldi is coordinating the welcoming committee.  

o Parents are able to opt out of the sign, and the consent form 
will be part of the new student welcome packet that is received 
from Dr. Donahue.  

o Still need final numbers before signs can be ordered.  
o Once Dr. Donahue receives a completed form, a copy of the 

form will be forwarded to the PTO Gmail account. 

• Question regarding sinks 
o K-2 bathroom sinks were updated to motion sensor water 

release.   
o 3-5 sinks are working fine and there is no plan to change the 

sink handles. 

• Will enrichment be online next year? 

• Need to find creative fundraising ides that could be virtual. 

• PTO General Meetings - considering changing the time, to have a 
morning meeting and an evening meeting  

o We will put together a Survey Monkey survey and will send it 

out to all teachers and parents, for feedback. 
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Next PTO Meeting(s): All scheduled to be held at the library unless noted 
otherwise. 

• September 2020 
o Have a Zoom option available to all, regardless of there being an in-

person option 


