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Background Information 
 

The Clinical Day Program (CDP) at Davisville Academy (DA) is part of the North Kingstown               
School Department. It services children from North Kingstown schools. Under special           
arrangement with neighboring school districts, students who meet eligibility criteria are also            
accepted on a tuition basis. The program was created to serve children from kindergarten to               
grade 12 who have experienced challenges in behavioral, social and/or emotional function to             
the degree that it has interfered with the ability to access the general curriculum. Interventions               
that have been attempted in home schools have met with limited success. 
 
Within the Clinical Day Program each student receives an individually tailored instructional plan,             
personal growth plan, as well as individual and/or small-group counseling. The focus is to foster               
improvement in academic skills acquisition, social-emotional development and behavioral         
functioning. The short-term objective is to provide appropriate instruction of lacking skills and             
supports in an environment that allows for maximum academic growth and emotional-behavioral            
development. The long-term goal for all students is to transition back to the least restrictive               
environment with increased social skills, independent work habits and the self confidence that             
will enable them to be succeed in life. 
 
The founding philosophy of DA-CDP is based on the approach set forth by Ross Greene, PHD.*                
The collaborative and proactive solutions used with students and families enables team            
members to work together to identify gaps in skills that are needed for academic and social                
success. Once these areas and specific skills are identified the team of educators, clinicians,              
family members and the students themselves work together to increase knowledge, develop            
skills and support growth. Students are taught to self monitor and chart their own success,               
allowing for personal goal setting and advocacy using data sources.  

 
Mission/Vision Statement 

Davisville Academy- Clinical Day Program (DA-CDP) Mission Statement 
Our mission is to create a safe, positive, nurturing environment by building a school 
community based on the value and respect for self and others.  
 
We will collaborate with students, families and the community to encourage self 
advocacy and investment in society to promote life long learners. 
 
Davisville Academy- Clinical Day program (DA-CDP) Vision Statement 
At Davisville Academy we will provide students with a safe, supportive and trusting 
learning community, where they are able to strengthen their individual skills in the least 
restrictive environment in order to maximize their potential and excel in life.  
 
 
 



Description of School 
Students serviced by the clinical Day Program have experienced limited success in the general              
education environment for a number of reasons. Students may struggle in one or more of the                
following areas: 

● Regulating emotions/ affect  
● Managing their behavior  
● Identifying and understanding perspective of others 
● Recognizing how behaviors influence interactions and relationships  
● Anxiety  
● Impulse control  
● Experience with significant trauma traumatic episode(s)  

For these children, academic readiness has been impeded and requires targeted instruction,            
significant support and therapeutic treatment. At DA-CDP, measured supports and clinical           
strategies are implemented in order to provide students with a safe and secure learning              
environment.  
 

Referral Process 
DA-CDP is unique in its approach to educating students with significant emotional, social and              
behavioral difficulties. To be considered for admission to the Clinical Day Program a student              
must be referred to the Central Clinical Team (CCT) by their home school Evaluation or IEP                
team . The CCT will review behavioral and academic data, current behavior plans,             
Individualized Education Plans, current evaluations, as well as results of all interventions that             
have been implemented to determine if the student meets the criteria for evaluation or              
admittance. In addition, a member of the CCT will conduct classroom observations to determine              
the extent of student needs.  
 
All students are required to have current diagnostic evaluations. These evaluations may include             
Education, Clinical, Psychological, and/or Functional Behavior Assessments as well as a           
complete Social History. If concerns are present, students may also be evaluated for             
Speech/Language and/or Occupational Therapy. Educators and support staff work closely with           
students families and outside agencies to develop positive relationships and gather the most             
current and accurate information in order to determine the needs of each student.  
 
Students who meet the criteria will remain at DA-CDP following the 60 day evaluation period in                
order to work on specific skills and develop strategies that they will need to succeed in their                 
home school. Once needs have been identified each student’s team will work together to              
develop an individualized plan which includes safety, instruction and support. The ultimate goal             
for all students is a successful transition back to their home school.  

 
Instruction 

Currently there are two (2) elementary and four (4) secondary classrooms. Each classroom has              
a certified Special Educator as well as support staff. The two (2) elementary classrooms provide               



for students in grades K-2 and 3-5 respectively. The secondary classrooms provide for middle,              
grades 6-8, and high school students, grades 9, 10 and 11-12.  
 
Students are instructed using appropriate grade level curriculum in the area of English             
Language Arts, Math, Science and Social Studies. Students at particular grade levels also             
receive itinerant instruction in Art, Media, Technology, Music and Physical Education. Students            
in grades 9-12 also receive transition services.  
 
In addition, students have access to and may receive individual and/or group support services              
by grade level Social Worker, Behavior Specialist, and/or Clinical Psychologist.  
 
Each classroom is staffed with certified Crisis Prevention and Interventionists (CPI).  

 
Schedules 

Elementary hours: 9:15-3:45 
Middle and High school hours: 7:15-1:45 
Daily class schedules are aligned to the appropriate grade level of district schools, where              
appropriate. Lunch is provided following district guidelines for free/reduced lunch. Flexible           
scheduling to meet treatment needs is planned into each student’s schedule. Steps for transition              
back to the home, as readiness indicates, are identified and reviewed with home schools and               
parents on an individual basis.  
 

Transportation  
Bus transportation is provided for all North Kingstown students. Transportation for students            
enrolled from other districts is the responsibility of the home school district. Transportation for              
students attending their home schools, within North Kingstown, as part of their transition plan              
within the school day will be provided by the North Kingstown School department.  
 

Individualized Treatment Plan 
All students enrolled in DA-CDP will work under an Individualized Treatment Plan (ITP). This              
plan is developed by the student’s IEP team which includes the parents, certified Special              
Educator, Mental health provider, and when applicable, the student. The ITP will target             
individual areas to be developed, improved and strengthened. Areas may include academic            
skills, social skills, emotional and/or behavioral strategies. Progress toward ITP goals will be             
monitored daily/weekly to determine student growth. Students self monitoring and charting are            
integral components of this process. Progress will be shared with home school and parents              
every 6-8 weeks.  
 

Outside Treatment Providers 
Students enrolled in DA-CDP have experienced behavioral and emotional challenges significant           
enough to interfere with their daily functioning across settings. Typically, children experiencing            
school-based adjustment difficulties are often under the care of community-based service           
providers. The clinical staff, in concert with the instructional staff at DA-CDP are committed to               



working closely with community health care providers to collaborate and work on behalf of the               
student to improve adjustment, growth and progress.  
 

Family Expectations 
Meetings 
Parents are an important and integral part of student growth. At DA-CDP, staff seek to support 
both parents and families. Regular communication, meetings and phone conversations will 
occur to update parents on their child’s progress as well as to receive important information that 
would impact the student, school or family. To this end, a current, working phone and/or 
electronic communication information is required. Most meetings will be held on Tuesdays. This 
is due to the coordination of availability for all potential team members. Whenever possible, 
parents will be given 10 days notice for meetings. However, due to the needs of students, 
emergency meetings may be scheduled with less advanced notice.  
 
Medication 
DA-CDP follows the NK school district protocol for dispensing medication to students.  
The parent/guardian must deliver medication to school nurse with accompanying doctor’s order.            
This order must include name of student, name of medication, dosage and regimen for              
dispensing medication (How often/time of day).  
Students are not allowed to carry medications to school. In the event that a student’s medication                
regimen is changed by his/her doctor, the school nurse should be notified IMMEDIATELY. This              
applies to any medications the student may be taking in or out of school. This helps our staff be                   
aware of potential changes in student affect, mood or physical state.  
 
Property Damage 
As part of the instructional focus student expectations are explicitly taught. As part of this               
program students will be expected to reflect a sense of respect and responsibility to their school                
community. In the event that a student causes damage, whether by intent or accident, to the                
classroom, equipment, materials, and/or property of Davisville Academy, the damage will be            
assessed by the supervisor of building and grounds. The student’s parent/guardian may be held              
responsible to reimburse the repair. In addition, the student may be required to assist in the                
reimbursement and/or repair.  
 
Cell phones/WiFi Enabled Devices 
DA-CDP has a “NO CELL PHONE POLICY” for its students. In order to help prevent problem                
solutions, parents are encouraged to have their child leave their cell phones at home (as well as                 
any other device, such as an iPod). Students who do bring their cell phones and any other WiFi                  
enabled device, to school must turn them in immediately upon entering the building. If a student                
expresses they did not bring a cell phone/WiFi device to school, upon entering the building they                
must sign that they attest to this claim.  
 
Faculty and staff are sensitive to students needs, which sometimes involve worry over the safety               
of their parents or others, or preoccupation with other circumstances in the lives of their family.                



To assist in easing anxiety or insecurity, and thereby, to help to improve a student's Readiness                
to focus on their learning and to access their education, students can seek out a staff member                 
to call their parents on the school telephone if needed. 
 
Emergencies 
In an extreme emergency involving a mental health crisis, if a student is deemed to be in severe                  
distress to the degree that his or her safety may be compromised and/or in jeopardy,               
Emergency Services may be contacted to protect the safety of the student. Parents will also be                
contacted either prior to or in conjunction with contact to Emergency Services. If it appears a                
student represents a risk of becoming violent, or has perpetuated violence, or there is evidence               
of behavior that is illegal, the student resource officer may be contacted. Legal action may be                
taken. In the event that a student leaves school property without the permission and supervision               
of program staff, Emergency Personnel may be contacted.  
 
Physical Interventions 
Every effort is made to use the least invasive procedure when handling crisis situations with               
students. When a student presented a risk of injury or danger to himself/herself or others,               
physical restraint may be used. Staff is trained in the nationally-recognized non-violent Crisis             
Prevention program. Upon the occurrence of behavior that presents the need for emergency             
restraint, a detailed account of the incident will be compiled, and the parents/guardian will be               
contacted following the RI physical restraint guidelines.  
 
Re-Entry Meetings 
Whenever there's a change in mental health status or requiring an extended absence from              
school, as documented by an appropriate healthcare professional, there will be a transition             
meeting at the CDP. It will be held with the healthcare providers and clinical instructional staff to                 
determine the student’s needs and supports and to review the IEP for modifications and              
changes, if necessary, prior to or in coordination with the students return to the program.  
 
In the case of a student suspension from DA-CDP, due to an in any disciplinary infractions, prior                 
to or in conjunction with the student’s return, a meeting will be held to determine appropriate                
supports and interventions to ensure continued safety and to prevent similar maladaptive            
behaviors from interfering with a student’s school day. A Manifestation Determination ruling as             
well as Functional Behavior Assessment will be conducted to support the proposed changes             
modifications to the student’s IEP.  
 

Student Expectations 
School-wide  
Each student that has been enrolled will participate in the school-wide behavior expectations,             
individual behavior plans and adheres to our code of conduct. Individual behavior plans reflect a               
series of behavioral goals. Goals are based on values that will enable all members of the school                 
community to feel they are treated with respect, consistency, encourage responsibility, require            
student readiness and provide a safe learning environment. After the intake meeting students             



and their parents will be provided with a description of these values prior to the beginning at the                  
CDP. In concert with the clinician and teacher, most students will learn to set and track his/her                 
own personal growth goals.  The general program objectives include the following: 

To learn and begin to use strategies independently to cope with anger, frustration, and              
anxiety, and emotional dysregulation.  

To develop appropriate self-advocacy skills that affords the opportunity to engage in            
responsible, proactive discourse with peers and adults.  

To increase the use of positive behaviors and coping strategies that supports the return              
to a less restrictive environment - The Homeschool.  

To decrease the occurrence of unsafe or disruptive behavior that interferes with school             
and personal success.  

To use data to enable them, in concert with their educational team and treatment              
providers, to make informed decisions regarding behavior and intervention strategies. 

To gain a sense of success and well-being for themselves in the context of achieving               
academic, social, and emotional and behavioral goals relevant to their personal growth.  

To use school-wide positive behavior intervention and supports to promote academic,           
behavioral comma and social functioning on your own behalf.  
 
There are three general behavioral expectations for students at DA-CDP.  
These include:  

1. Respect for self and others  
2. Responsibility for safety of self and others  
3. Readiness to learn by putting forth best effort in work.  

 
Positive behaviors that are consistent with these expectations form the basis of the expectations              
and of the structured incentives that students can access in the form of rewards and benefits. 
 
Point System/Recognition 
Students are provided with opportunities to earn points and recognition for meeting behavioral             
expectations as well as those individual growth goals related to each ITP. Points are earned               
daily at varying and or scheduled intervals during classroom instruction time, as well as              
unstructured times throughout the school day. Points are redeemed in exchange for menu             
choices based on age/grade appropriateness. 
 
Dress code 
DA-CDP adheres to the dress code set forth by the North Kingstown school department. Please               
refer to the Elementary, Middle or High School handbooks for specifics. If it is determined by the                 
administration that particular clothing is disruptive to the learning process and/or offensive to             
community standards, the student may be asked by the school administration to change that              
clothing. Parent will be notified of this decision.  
 
Homework 



Homework is typically a means of practice and reinforcement that promotes learning. As such,              
students are expected to complete homework assignments as part of their growing            
responsibilities to their own learning and growth. In addition homework is also part of the               
transition steps necessary for return to the home school. Appropriate attention and supports to              
facilitate homework completion may be offered on an individual basis if the need arises. A               
flexible program of homework assignments may also be arranged specific to individual needs             
and in concert with Individual Treatment Plans.  
 
Unless otherwise indicated, DA-CDP follows the policies described in the grade           
appropriate North Kingstown Student Handbook. Please access the elementary or high           
school student handbook at the Davisville Academy- Clinical Day Program website or ask             
for a hard copy.  
 
 
 
  



 
Acknowledgement of Receipt 

 
Parent/Guardian: 
 
I have received and read a copy of the Davisville Academy- Clinical Day Program Guiding 
Principles. I understand the components and the program and agree to have my child, 
____________________________, participate in the program.  
 
 
____________________________________ ______________________ 
Parent/Guardian signature Date 
 
 
 
Student: 
 
I have read, or the Guiding Principles of Davisville Academy- Clinical Day Program have been 
read to me. I understand and agree to follow school/program expectations for the benefit and 
safety of myself and others.  
 
 
___________________________________ _______________________ 
Student signature Date 
 
 
 
DA-Clinical Day Program Representative 
 
 
____________________________________ ________________________ 
Print name Print DA-CDP role 
 
 
____________________________________ _________________________ 
Signature Date 
 
 
 

 
 
 


