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DRACUT PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
2063 Lakeview Avenue 

  Dracut, Massachusetts 01826 
Phone: (978) 957-2660    Fax:  (978) 957-2682 

www.dracutps.org  
 

Steven Stone  
Superintendent of Schools 
 

May 28, 2021 
 
Re: Update 
 
Dear Parents/Guardians: 
 
As you all know, the Governor has accelerated the reopening of the state in the wake of the 
progress Massachusetts residents have made against the COVID pandemic.  The declining 
presence of COVID in the community is accelerating.  The Dracut Board of Health reports that 
the active case count is dipping below a dozen residents.  In our schools there are only 2 active 
cases, with no cases in the past few days.    
 
The Department of Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) continues to issue revised 
guidance to districts as it responds to changes the Governor has made.  His notice on May 17th 
triggered a ripple effect as DESE and schools were not provided advance notice.  DESE had to 
consult with the Department of Public Health and the Governor’s medical team to interpret the 
new rules so that it could provide districts with the opportunity to adjust accordingly.   
 
The delay in guidance from DESE has resulted in changes to our environment as we are 
preparing for the end of the school year.  Any changes to our operations at this time of year is 
extremely difficult, particularly given that a tremendous amount of preplanning that has already 
occurred for all spring events (all established in light of stringent COVID-related requirements), 
with Pool and MCAS testing occurring, and while regular school operations continue.   
 
In my update of May 17th, I referenced what was clearly going to be a last month of school with 
accelerating guidance changes and asked for continued patience as administrators, principals, 
teachers and staff worked through possible changes at the same time we are all trying to ensure 
that we maximize the educational time remaining in the school year.  I am reiterating my plea for 
patience and support in the last 2 1/2 weeks of school. 
 
Last night (13 school days before the end of the year and only 5 days before the Class of 2021 is 
scheduled to graduate) DESE once again issued revised guidance related to operations and the 
carrying out of school events in the last few weeks of school.  I certainly appreciate the state’s 
desire to accelerate reopening plans, but even as we prepare to shed our masks, schools must still 
abide by a series of COVID-related constraints (including the mandate that mask wearing 
indoors continue).  Schools simply cannot change plans that have been finalized some time ago. 
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As such, school events will proceed as previously described to parents. Thanks to the 
collaboration between building administrators and Dracut Cable Access Television, all moving-
on celebrations for elementary and middle school students will be filmed so that they can be 
viewed by families.  As always, the Dracut High graduation ceremony will be filmed so that 
extended family members that cannot attend, can enjoy the ceremony at a later date.   
 
We are almost at the end of an arduous school year.  I appreciate everyone’s efforts on behalf of 
our students.  As always, if you have any questions about the district’s approach to the ongoing 
health emergency, please feel free to contact me directly. 
 

#MIDDIEPRIDE 
 

Sincerely,  

         
Steven Stone 
Superintendent of Schools  


