Welcome to the Seventh Grade Summer Reading Program!

Following are the options for your summer reading novel:

Choose one and complete the assignment.

Legend by Marie Lu
The Night Diary by Veera Hiranandani
The Unteachables by Gordon Korman
When You Reach Me by Rebecca Stead
A Good Kind of Trouble by Lisa Moore Ramee
Tristan Strong Punches a Hole in the Sky by Kwame Mbalia
Echo by Pam Munoz Ryan

When you return to school in September, you will be asked to turn in a
written assignment on Monday, September 11. The directions and
questions for the assignment are included in this packet.

We look forward to meeting you in September. Enjoy your summer
reading!

The Seventh Grade Language Arts Teachers




Name:

7™ Grade Language Arts Summer Reading Assignment

Directions:
After reading your novel, thoughtfully respond in writing to each of the following directives.
Your response should include specific examples and details from the novel.

Explain at least one text, personal, and/or world connection to the
characters, setting, or circumstances of the book. /5

Describe at least one event that surprised you and explain why. /5

What important lesson did you learn from this novel? Explain
one main theme that the author incorporated into the story. /5

Identify the main character and a significant problem he or she
faces. Explain how the problem was solved. If the problem wasn’t
solved, explain why. /5

Review your work carefully and check for complete sentences,
proper capitalization, punctuation, and spelling. /5

Total: /25

Formatting:
at least two pages (no more than three pages) typed

double spaced
12 point font
Include your first and last name on your paper.

Due date: Monday, September 11
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Legend by Marie Lu

What was once the western United States is now home to the Republic, a
nation perpetually at war with its neighbors. Born into an elite family in
one of the Republic's wealthiest districts, fifteen-year-old June is a
prodigy being groomed for success in the Republic's highest military
circles. Born into the slums, fifteen-year-old Day is the country's most
wanted criminal. But his motives may not be as malicious as they seem.

From very different worlds, June and Day have no reason to cross paths -
until the day June's brother, Metias, is murdered and Day becomes the
prime suspect. Caught in the ultimate game of cat and mouse, Day is in a
race for his family's survival, while June seeks to avenge Metias's death.
But in a shocking turn of events, the two uncover the truth of what has
really brought them together, and the sinister lengths their country will
go to keep its secrets.

Full of nonstop action, suspense, and romance, this novel is sure to move
readers as much as it thrills.
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The Night Diary by Veera Hiranandani

It's 1947, and India, newly independent of British rule, has been
separated into two countries: Pakistan and India. The divide has created
much tension between Hindus and Muslims, and hundreds of thousands
are killed crossing borders.

Half-Muslim, half-Hindu twelve-year-old Nisha doesn't know where she
belongs, or what her country is anymore. When Papa decides it's too
dangerous to stay in what is now Pakistan, Nisha and her family become
refugees and embark first by train but later on foot to reach her new
home. The journey is long, difficult, and dangerous, and after losing her
mother as a baby, Nisha can't imagine losing her homeland, too. But even
if her country has been ripped apart, Nisha still believes in the possibility
of putting herself back together.

Told through Nisha's letters to her mother, The Night Diary is a heartfelt
story of one girl's search for home, for her own identity...and for a
hopeful future.



https://www.amazon.com/Legend-Marie-Lu/dp/014242207X
https://www.amazon.com/Night-Diary-Veera-Hiranandani/dp/0735228515

When You Reach Me by Rebecca Stead

Shortly after a fall-out with her best friend, sixth grader Miranda
starts receiving mysterious notes, and she doesn’t know what to do.
The notes tell her that she must write a letter —a true story, and that
she can’t share her mission with anyone.

It would be easy to ignore the strange messages, except that whoever
is leaving them has an uncanny ability to predict the future. If that is
the case, then Miranda has a big problem — because the notes tell her
that someone is going to die, and she might be too late to stop it.

THEY CAN ONLY HURT YOU IF YOU TRY TO TEACH THEM.

GORDON KORMAN

#1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLING AUTHOR

The Unteachables by Gordon Korman

The Unteachables are a notorious class of misfits, delinquents, and
academic train wrecks. Like Aldo, with anger management issues;
Parker, who can’t read; Kiana, who doesn’t even belong in the class —or
any class; and Elaine (rhymes with pain). The Unteachables have been
removed from the student body and isolated in room 117.

Their teacher is Mr. Zachary Kermit, the most burned-out teacher in all of
Greenwich. He was once a rising star, but his career was shattered by a
cheating scandal that still haunts him. After years of phoning it in, he is
finally one year away from early retirement. But the superintendent has
his own plans to torpedo that idea—and it involves assigning Mr. Kermit
to the Unteachables.

The Unteachables never thought they’d find a teacher who had a worse
attitude than they did. And Mr. Kermit never thought he would actually
care about teaching again. Over the course of a school year, though, room
117 will experience mayhem, destruction —and maybe even a shot at
redemption.



https://www.amazon.com/When-You-Reach-Yearling-Newbery/dp/0375850864
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=the+unteachables&i=stripbooks&ref=nb_sb_noss_2
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A Good Kind of Trouble by Lisa Moore Ramee

Twelve-year-old Shayla is allergic to trouble. All she wants to do is to
follow the rules. (Oh, and she’d also like to make it through seventh
grade with her best friendships intact, learn to run track, and have a cute
boy see past her giant forehead.)

But in junior high, it’s like all the rules have changed. Now she’s
suddenly questioning who her best friends are and some people at
school are saying she’s not black enough. Wait, what?

Shay’s sister, Hana, is involved in Black Lives Matter, but Shay doesn't
think that's for her. After experiencing a powerful protest, though, Shay
decides some rules are worth breaking. She starts wearing an armband to
school in support of the Black Lives movement. Soon everyone is taking
sides. And she is given an ultimatum.

Shay is scared to do the wrong thing (and even more scared to do the
right thing), but if she doesn't face her fear, she'll be forever tripping over
the next hurdle. Now that’s trouble, for real.
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Tristan Strong Punches a Hole in the Sky by Kwame Mbalia

Seventh grader Tristan Strong feels anything but strong ever since he
failed to save his best friend when they were in a bus accident together.
All he has left of Eddie is the journal his friend wrote stories in. Tristan is
dreading the month he's going to spend on his grandparents' farm in
Alabama, where he's being sent to heal from the tragedy. But on his first
night there, a sticky creature shows up in his bedroom and steals Eddie's
notebook. Tristan chases after it--is that a doll?--and a tug-of-war ensues

~ | between them underneath a Bottle Tree.

In a last attempt to wrestle the journal out of the creature's hands, Tristan
punches the tree, accidentally ripping open a chasm into the MidPass, a
volatile place with a burning sea, haunted bone ships, and iron monsters
that are hunting the inhabitants of this world. Tristan finds himself in the
middle of a battle that has left black American folk heroes John Henry
and Brer Rabbit exhausted. In order to get back home, Tristan and these
new allies will need to entice the god Anansi, the Weaver, to come out of
hiding and seal the hole in the sky. But bartering with the trickster
Anansi always comes at a price.

Can Tristan save this world before he loses more of the things he loves?



https://www.amazon.com/Good-Kind-Trouble-Moore-Ram%C3%A9e/dp/0062836684
https://www.amazon.com/Tristan-Strong-Punches-Hole-Sky/dp/1368039936

Echo by Pam Munoz Ryan

Lost and alone in a forbidden forest, Otto meets three mysterious sisters
and suddenly finds himself entwined in a puzzling quest involving a
prophecy, a promise, and a harmonica.Decades later, Friedrich in
Germany, Mike in Pennsylvania, and Ivy in California each, in turn,
become interwoven when the very same harmonica lands in their lives.
All the children face daunting challenges: rescuing a father, protecting a
brother, holding a family together. And ultimately, pulled by the invisible
thread of destiny, their suspenseful solo stories converge in an orchestral
crescendo.

Richly imagined and masterfully crafted, Echo pushes the boundaries of
genre, form, and storytelling innovation to create a wholly original novel
that will resound in your heart long after the last note has been struck.



https://www.amazon.com/Echo-Pam-Munoz-Ryan/dp/0439874025

